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PREFACE. 


Agreement  in  language,  community  of  prii 
▼iliges^  and  a  similarity  in  general  habits,  form  the^ 
bans  of  the  virtue  called  patriotism,  or  the  love  of 
oar  country;  a  virtue  which  grows  with  our 
growth,  and  ripens  with  our  years.  The  same 
principles  which  generate  the  love  of  our  country, 
give  every  man  a  peculiar  interest  in  thd* 
place  of  his  nativity,  or  in  that  where  he  has  spent 
the  chief  part  of  his  life.  The  former  he  reccllects 
in  connection  with  his  boyish  sports,  and  the 
gay  and  enchanting  scenes  of  his  youth,  when  his 
mind  was  free  from  care,  and  the  illusions  of  fancy* 
added  charms  to  every  object,  and  converted  the 
world  into  a  paradise ;  the  latter  is  impressed  on 
his  heart  by  the  toils  he  has  endured,  the  friend- 
ships be  has  formed,  isind  most  probably  by  those 
tender  sympathies  and  emotions  which  he  feels  aa 
a  husband  and  a  father.  The  same  principles 
which  attach  us  to  a  particular  place,  lead  us  to 
enquire  into  its  origin,  and  into  the  events  whicb 
have  oocnrred  respecting  it ;  and  by  connecting 
the  idea  of  the  place  with  the  events,  and  disres^rd** 
ing  the  time,  we  feel  as  if  personally  interested. 

Topography  is  founded  on  the  above  mentioned 
priaciples ;  and  while  it  gratifies  a  natural  desire. 
It  often  illustrates  and  improves  general  History. 
Every  particular  town,  ib  a  part  of  a  general  whole;. 
aa  unit  of  the  aggregate  number  of  which  a  king- 
dom consists.  To  d^ribe  each  separately,  and  to 
state  with  precision  the  most  interesting  occur- 
reacts,  oiust  tend  to  render  general  History  more* 
minute  and  more  faithful. 


XIV  PRBFACt. 

The  work  now  presented  to  the  public,  origi- 
nated tn  the  wish  of  a  respectable  friend,  Richari> 
Hepworth.  Esq.  who  had  made  a  collection    of 
such  materials  towards  it  as  he  had  met  with  in  the 
course  of  his  reading.  These  he  offered  to  the  Author, 
and  generously  promised  any  assistance  which    it 
was  in  his  power  to  afford  ;  and  during  the  pro- 
gress of  this  work,  be  has  faithfully  adhered  to  his 
engagement.      On   perusing  these  materials,   the 
Author  found  that  much   was  yet  to  be  done— - 
that  beside  the  task  of  arranging,  diligent  research 
was  necessary  in  order  to  explain  and  illustrate 
various  facts  which  were  only  noticed  en  passant 
by  our  Historians, .   He  availed  himself  of  all  the^ 
sources  of  information  within  his  reach  ;  and  in  the 
course  of  his  researches,  he  met  with  materials  far 
beyond  what  he  had  expected. 

The  most  valuable  communicatioD  the  Author 
received  from  the  Kev.  F.  Drake,  Lecturer,  of 
Pontefract.  This  was  the  MS.  journal  of  the  siege 
wrote  at  the  time  by  his  ancestor.  Captain  Drake, 
and  which  had  been  carefully  preserved  in  the  fa- 
mily. By  the  aid  of  this  valuable  MS.  the  history 
of  the  siege  is  more  particular  and  interesting  thaa 
it  could  possibly  otherwise  have  been. 

The  notes,  containing  some  account  of  the  fa- 
milies of  several  distinguished  persons  in  the  castle/ 
and  of  some  in  the  army  of  the  Parliament,  have 
been  derived  from  Wilson's  MS.  Pedigrees,  in  the 
Leeds  library,  compared  with  another  valuable 
copy  in  the  possession  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Smyth, 
Heath,  near  Wakefield.  Both  these  MS.  are  copies^ 
from  one  in  the  possession  of  the  late  Dr.  Richard- 
son,  of  Bierly,  near  Bradford,  collected  by  Mr. 
Hopkinson,  the  friend  of  Dugdale,  from  the  records 
in  Pontefract  Castle,  previous  to  its  demolition. 

The  Author  has  to  acknovt ledge  his  obligations 
to  J.  Milnes,  Esq.  for  the  accurate  pedigree  of  the 


PREFACE.  Xf 

Pool  femiljr,  and  some  other  communications.  W. 
H.  Beaumont,  Esq.  of  Whitley,  has  honoured  the 
Author  with  some  documents  respecting  bis  family; 
and  as  a  gentleman  and  a  scholar,  he  has  disco^ 
¥ered  a  r^iness  to  impart  information  from  the 
valuable  collection  of  ancient  documents  in  hi<« 
possession,  which  leads  the  Author  to  regret,  that 
he  had  not  the  happiness  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  him,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  his 
work.  From  a  letter  of  Sir  Thomas  Beaumont,  it 
i^pears,  that  the  note,  page  216,  explaining  the 
term  Snaphances,  is  not  correct  as  applied  to  that 
period,  whatever  it  may  be  as  now  used  among  the 
military.  Sir  Thomas,  in  a  letter  d^ted  from  Pon- 
tefract,  June  7,  1643,  answers  orte  he  had  recei- 
Ted — **  for  th^  Match  you  write  for,  I  shall  shortly^ 
send  you  son^e ;  but  I  put  you  in  mind  once  mo^e, 
to  use  your  Snaphance  Pieces  to  keep  centery  with, 
iu  that  uriU  save  oar  Match.'^  This  decides  the; 
ease  of  the  term  as  then  understood. 

The  note  in  page  284,  respecting  Lady  Saville» 
oopied  from  Kimber's  Baronetage,  is  a  misrepre* 
sentation.  Sir  Thomas  Beaumont  was  the  governor 
of  the  castle,  and  in  the  articles  of  rendition,  there' 
is  one,  which  respects  the  safe  return  of  Lady 
Saville,  to  Thornhill. 

Some  persons  will  probably  conceive  that  this^ 
work   is  too  much  connected   with  the    general] 
history  of  the  country.     In  reply,  it  may  be  ob*. 
served  that  every  local  history  must  be  less  or  more' 
80;  and  as  such  a  work  will  fall  into  the  hands  oT 
many,  whose  situation  and  circumstances  preclude' 
access  to  works  on  general  history,  it  was  judged 
advisable   to  relate    the    causes  of  those   events 
which  more  properly  belonged  to  the  history  of  the 
place. 

The  history  of  the  priory  and  religious  orders 
might  have  beea  rendered  more  minute^  had  the 
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Author  bad  the  opportimity  of  sehrchii^'  the  tato- 
able  stores  of  the  fiodlaan  Library.  He  f6iiDfl, 
that  his  materials  were  as  ampiie  as  his  pleir  and. 
proposals  would  admit  >  and  he  was  under  tbe  ne^ 
cessity  of  leaving  this  to  sonne  future  kistoriao, 
that  he  Hiigbt  give  an  account  ol  the  chltrche9^ 
charities,  &c.  within  the  fioroagh. 

On  tbe  whole,  the  Author  comiAit^  this  :v<^k  toi 
the  public,  sensible  that  furtlier  attentiou  and  re^ 
search  might  have  rendered  it  more  perPect^  He  ba^ 
bad  the  double  task  of  coUe^ting  bis  materiahv  and' 
of  immediately    arranging  them    for  the  .press* 
Hence  he  has  rarely  bad  an  opportunky  df  ajitehd^ 
log  to  bis  lamgoage,  and  of  giving  to  it.,  that  pdisb . 
and.  grace,  which  would  bfl»e  eahvened  the^  sufc^eot^ 
aod  rendered  the  whole. more  ,pl^8tsiD|;)  Md  iaile* - 
res^ng.    He  hopes  tbk;  will  dfisar^  cntisisid  of  < 
her  severity,  and  excite  het  to  prjusti^  ibe  vtrtue 
of  ibrbearance,  where  $he  cana^  smle  with  apifiro^ 
bation. 

V.  S;  Since  the  history  of  tbe  siege  wafifprioted^* 
ofi^^tbe  life  of  Sir  H.  SUngsby  has  been^pi^isbedy 
in  Scotland^    In  this  work,  so^e  yiapttcul^r^  re«) 
spectivig  the  castle,  previous  to.  the  baCtte  of.  Mur* 
ston  Moore,   are  noticed ;  and  a'  Sii*  J'obfi .  Red- 
man, is  said  to  have  been  tlie  governor,.    A  bard 
f»ught  battle  is  described,  betw^n^  t^e^  royaKsts- 
and  the  parliamentarians^  which  Qeg^Q- at  J$rothw . 
ton,  and  extended  to  Berkin.    .l!^e  royalists  were 
victorious,   but  Sir  J«  Aedmao  stikm  a^er  died* 
Vid.  the  Work. 


SUF 


INT^ODUCnON. 


.1 


JrilSTOAy  it  Ml  gei^fiifllly  odiiw*te^»  fe,iiot  h^ 
calcalated  to  afford  rational  amusement,  tixtvsi  i^ 
JBopurt^  u^ul  iostmit^tiqu.  Jit  coliects  the  ex^peri- 
eDoenad  wMwBk^  i^i^^gae^s  4t  reooiicis  naefW  die^ 
4tQTOri«5^  «id  trwfjs  4^e  progrea^  of  ih^  arts  ^  it 
notioel  ihe  yuAneoQe^iC civii i^slitotion^^  i# forming 
ibedmrMterfwi  tse^iO^ilg  tbe  mani^rs  4iid  $ei^ 
^ioeDto  <if  a  pe^(l)e  ;.^K(4  (KHabioitig  «be  «$eful  With 
IbibgretoUe^  kf  it0v€rr  iailsto  plense. 

A  faitii&d  deliaeation  Qf  <lie  iocttidi^ot  ^aind  .char 
wMBi  <rf)  dbtnigtiiibed .  iil«i 
Cfrcat/eveiiili6wIiicA)bfire4oipJHrU>ut^  iponsidecbk 
4egnee>  to  tb^  gpneatn^  atid  bappia^ss^  pf  a  poofilt^ 
m  t9  4iidr  iQis^  md  wi?etob€4Defls^  cuatiM  (b(» 
feriietl  wkbout  intel^t,  ^b^e  readiog  an 
ttimated  de^orifition  ^  Mfme  jtenoouitt^,  vVhich 
is  to  deoide  l^e,^t«  ^  Aiatbny*  ^hp  does  tiot 
£k1  tfafifOMaHationa.af  hotieand  fear,  while  dbe  battie 
faogs  in  Mapeoee?  !%^hije  cootemplating  tb^ 
character  of  thoae  ilfho.haTeieiinobkd  human  nature 
^  tlicjr  diatiiigniftbbd  Tjctires^  who  is  not  excited, 
ittjkwt.ibr  the  oioment^  to  imttatiiDB?  Who  does 
JMl  iwiflb  in  wihiteTer  fittoatlon  plAoed,  to  •dighifj 
Aat  BitOBtiofi  irjr.tbl^cxercifle  of  appropdato  «irtues^ 
lift  is  .ttot  posstfile  tfakt  aU  should  oommand  armies, 
Md^  ttiieic  achievmnettts  obtain  general  renown^ 
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but  it  is  possible  for  each  individual  to  obtain  a 
sufficient  portion  of  fame  by  a  virtuous  conduct  in 
the  station  in  which  he  is  placed.  The  examples 
of  excellence  vf^hich  history  sets  before  us,  in  every 
science;  in  every  profession  and  calling,  jnust  have 
a  considerable,  though  it  maybe  an  imperceptible 
influence  on  our  conduct  and  pursuits.  These  ex- 
amples like  the  dew  on  the  grass,  cherish  and  invi- 
gorate every  virtuous  principle.  They  operate  libe 
the  sun  j  nor,  after  ages  have  elapsed,  is  their  influ^ 
ence  spent.    ' 

Nor  are  examples  of  vice  useless.    Though 
on  many  Occasions   history    pourtrays  some   of 
the  worst  oj^  our  species  as  prosperous,  it  tends 
on  the  whole  to  establish  the  maxim,  ^<  That  the 
prosperity  of  the  wicked  shatl  destroy  them/'    If  it 
exhibit  the  character  of  a  Pharoah  or  a  Nero  tram- 
pling for  a  season  on  the  rights  of  men ;  and  es:ultiiig 
in  the  misery  their  own  crimes  have  created ;  it  also 
shews  their  end ; — that  while  one  for  his  obduracy, 
cruelty  and  oppression,  is  made  an  example  of 
divme  vengeance;  tlie  other  is  driven  from 'a  throne 
on  which  he  was  unworthy  to  sit,  and  ifallis  a  -just 
sacrifice  to  the  hatred  which  his  own  viees-Iiad  ex- 
cited.    A(ber  having  erected  a  palace,  covered  with 
gold  wrung  from  the  people  by  oppression^  and 
coolly  observing,  '^  that  this  was  an  habitation  fit 
for  a  man  to  dwell  in ;"  Nero  was  forced  to  fly  to 
an  homely  cottage,  and  there  slain. 

As  history  shews  vice  on  a  throne  thus  punished ; 
it  -also  displays  inferior  examples  equally  wretched ; 
and  one  would  hope  that  such  examiples^  cannot  bmt 
afford  to  mankind  the  roost  saldtary  admonitions. 
In  a  word,  when  virtuous  characters  excite  oilr 
psteem,  those  of  vice  must  excite  our  abhorrence, 
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and  thid  abhorrence  must  become  a  motive  to  a 
more  amiable  and  dignified  deportment.  Ex- 
amples of  vice  act  by  a  repellant,  as  those  of  virtue 
by  an  attractive  influence^  and  unless  a  man  is 
already  decided  in  his  character,  and  established  in 
ciiminal  habits,  it  may  reasonably  be  expected,  that 
such  examples  will,  on  the  whole,  be  favourable  to 
Tirtue. 

The  influence  of  civil  institutions  cannot  be 
more  clearly  displayed  than  in  topographical  history. 
As  this  is  confined  to  a  particular  district,  it  is  ne- 
cessarily more  minute  in  its  details,  it  marks  every 
change  in  the  institutions,  the  sentiments  and  man- 
ners of  a  people;  it  describes  distinguished  indivi- 
daal  characters,  and  by  being  more  particular,  it 
becomes  more  influential  and  interesting.  Every 
maa  is  led  to  reflect  that  he  inhabits  the  place 
where  the  most  striking  events  have  occurred; 
where  the  most  noble  examples  of  patriotism, 
valour  and  prudence,  have  been  exhibited ;  and  he 
is  influenced  to  become  equally  patriotic,  bold  and 
^^Sy  prudent  and  circumspect,  with  those  who 
haye  beeii — ^but  alas  are  no  more! 

Though  this  place  has  not  been  hitherto  honored 
by  a  particular  historyi  it  is  not  owing  to  any  want 
of  aothentic  and  interesting  materials.  Its  antiquity, 
the  singular  events  which  have  occurred ;  its  connec- 
tion with  the  general  history  of  the  kingdom,  afibrd 
ample  matter  for  the  historian.  To  use  the  lan- 
guage of  a  late  writer,  this  place  is  memorable  for 
the  residence  of  a  proud  Norman  conqueror — for 
the  tragical  end  of  a  beloved  King — for  the  noble 
blood  which  flowed  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner ; 
and  for  the  unshaken  loyalty  here  manifested  in  the 
defence  of  that  unfortunate  monarch  Charles  the  first. 
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SECTION   I. 

On  tke^iafe  qftkispUtre  during  the  dominion  ofthi 
Romans. 

IT  is  difficult,  not  to  sdy  in  many  cases  im* 
possible,  to  trace  with  precision  the  origini^  foiltida- 
tion  and  establishment  of  particular  piaffes.  The 
lap^e^fsomanyagea^and  the  want  of  ancient  records, 
are  obstacles  which  no  industry  or  researclx  cw 
surmouBt.  Nor  can  it  excite  wonder  that  the  origin 
of  particular  places  should  be  unknown,  when  the 
subject  is  deliberately  considered;  but  on  the  other 
baud,  it  is  what  may  reasonably  be  expected.  When 
objects  grand  or  novel  are  beheld,  they  strike  the 
imagiQation  with  an  irresistable  force,  and  the  plea- 
surable emotions  they  excite,  lead  the  mind  to  dwell 
OQ  them,  till  they  become  indelibly  impressed  on 
the  memory ;  but  those  which  are  common  are  seen 
and  forgotten;  the  {mpresi»ion  which  they  make 
fades  away  with  the  passing  moment.  While  the 
majestic  river,  which  fertilizes  and  enriches  th^ 
couirtry.  through  which  it  winds  its  course,  is  beheld 
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with  admiration,  the  spring  from  which  it  rises  is 
unnoticed.  In  like  manner  the  populous  town  or 
busy  city  contains  objects  which  arouse  the  atten- 
tion, and  the  various  occurrences  and  events  of  such 
places,  afford  matter  for  tlie  historian;  while  the 
farm  house  or  the  few  cottages,  from  which  such 
town  or  city  arose,  are  beheld  with  hidifTerence ; 
and  no  one  thinks  of  describing  who  built  them,  or 
by  whon>.  they  are  inhabited.  As  most  places  liave 
originated  from  such  small  beginnings,  years,  if  not 
ages,  must  have  rolled  away  before  they  became 
sufficiently  interesting  to  deserve  notice;  and  on 
this  account  our  inability  to  produce  direct  evidence 
of  the  time  when,  and  the  manner  how  this  ancient 
town  arose,  is  the  less  to  be  regretted.  But  though 
we  cannot  attain  what  is  absolutely  certain  on  this 
point,  by  the  consideration  of  collateral  circum- 
stances, we  may  yet  arrive  at  what  ishighly  probable. 
The  state  of  Britain  before  the  invasnon  of  the 
Romans  is  but  imperfeqtly  understood.  The  enter- 
prizing  spirit  of  the  Phenician  merchants  of  Tyre 
in  the  land  of  Judsea,  had  early  pushed  discovery 
beyond  the  pillars  of  Hercules ;  and  to  open  new 
sources  of  wealth  and  trade,  they  hacl  reached 
Britain.  At  this  remote  period,  the  Britons  were 
not  unacquainted  with  the  treasures  their  country 
contained;  and  long  before  Caesar  visited  them  they 
knew  how  to  extract  the  valuable  metals  of  lead,  tin, 
and  copper  from  their  ores.  These  articles  they 
exchanged  with  the  I^enicians  for  the  merchandise 
of  the  east ;  and  the  Phenicians  gave  the  name  of 
Cassiterides*,  to  the  British  isles. 

*  Vid.  Bob  t  ace  Ant  Cor.  29.  p.  Five  or  six  centuries  before 
the  Christian  era,  they  carried  on  this  trafic,  Herodotus,  who 
flourished  440  years  before  Christ,  calls  the  idand  from  whcoos 
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JtdiOs  Cassar  about  fifty^ve  years  before  the 
Cbristiaii  era  passed  over  from  Gaol,  and  ndade  a 
descent  diy  Britian.  The  Britons  not  discouraged 
by  the  fiime  of  his  oenqoetftS)  and  the  ^l^ugation 
of  their  brethren  the  Gaols;  made  a  brave  resid- 
taace;  And  though  compiled  to  give  way  to  the 
disciplined  legions  of  Rom^  they  obtained  the 
praise  due  to  their  valdiir  and  coi^ragie  i&om  their 
eoeoiies.  The  ambitiofi  of  Csssar  was  now  directed 
against  his  own  coimiry;  and  having  Vecdved  faos-. 
tages  from  the  Britons;  he  depaited,  ^and  thty  esca- 
ped the  yoke  prepared* fortbem  for  near ;a.  century. 

Caesar,  who  amidst  the  toils  of/ war  and  the 
various'  duties  which  his  high  rank  imposed  npoti 
hitOj  sliU  found  leisure  ifoi^  the  cultivation  of  polite 
literature;  and  to  biS' elegant  C^mmentanea we  are 
indebted  for  the  beisAinlbrmaiioQ  .rtbpectiiig  the 
laws,  ciiirftoms  andimdniieradf  theBrilOB&  'iFrom 
these  We  learn,  that  th|0  iiiland  ofBritaEii  wai*  peopled 
from  the  Cootineni>  wad  that  bir  anoestofs  spake 
the  saaielaugB^f^woraUpplsd' the  aame  idols;  and 
were  govemed  by  tbcisamelsiwa  affthe^hihabitiBiifti 
of  Gaul. '    '   •  •'*    '  ••'•• '    '^1     .-/..I'.       •    .  V 

The  ktagdom  was  divided;  into  arhuiaber  ic^nde- 
pendent,  and  separate  xtatesj  oaeof  itbemost.ceur 
sideraUe  ^f  which  wm  ithat  cf  tJie.  Bbigaidtas,  whb 
inhabited. <this>  pari  of' the  oountf}!^/  >3^^  -statfe 
acknowledged  one  chief  or  king;  but  Ithis^chief  or 
king  was  not  absolute.  He  oduldunetthef  ihake 
laws,  nor  engage  in  any  masters  of  importance, 
without  the  advice  and.pQQii^t  pf  , th^  eqi^jtes,  or  lead- 

tin  came  Cassiterides,  and  confesses  he  knew  not  where  k  lay. 
*nvDp  is  the  Chaldee  name  for  tin,  and- if  ifif^  prblMibl^  h'  was  sq 
cdledbj  the  Phenidansvas'tKeGrieeks^caiinat.fce'suiipallsd  tq 
kive  given  a  name  to  an  idand  they  did  not  know.      •-   '*    "' 


iog  men,  iuul.tfae  drvAd9,  dr  |Mrieito  **  There  itppears 
lOQly  to  have  existed  Miiotig  the  BritQW  these  two 
eidera,  for  the  oMDindii^^ebplQ  w^re  in,  a  6tate  of 
<MSBriage  f;  Each  o{  tbefe  <e^ui^es  eo^^yfid  i^  cer- 
tain  district  of  land^  nahere  he  Ksided  witb  bif  re- 
tainers around  bin,  lirho  aMeod^  him  in  W4r,  and 
in  peaa  ciiltivMed  Jms  ground,  and  sappliad  bis 
table  with  its  produce;  These  districts  amat  have 
difiered  in  esAent,  toiti^heiog  krger  than  dther&; 
and  it  has  been  sappoi^  theae  divisioiM  of  Jaad^ 
^ere thafbnndatioa of oaripiaseok  parish. 

The  houses  of  llie  Britonn  wcve  of  a  jrouad  form, 
•and  coyerad  with  a  cowrtix  rtubi;  aad  liouies  of  this 
ibrm  bontmueduithehlghliuidsof  Scotland^  whore 
-Afe  renains  of  the  old  BvitoQs  still  maiden  withtn  a 
-jenr  JoeBtories  %.  Tbey  werb  made  by  driyiog^atafcas 
into  diejeapftfa,  aniiraUtngJdKm  mth  osiara;  bnd 
Hhe  roof  «raB.4towtred  wtlih  branches  of  teees^aod 
tthatdifd.  lliey  bad  mndhtiieappeaFancse  of  teats, 
.add  MMcse  n called  hf  Dioaiand  Zommsf^. 

M  <heiarrivai:of  tbfs  Beniana,  the  jM|>ii]a(tton  of 
.firilaiii  tms  coBsidanibk.  -  Bdde  anfam  m^  there 
were  twenty-eight  cities,  besides  other. tfe^Mad 
-plabesti-  Tadtas  nffcrasiij'  aaserla,  that  ihe  Bri- 
-gantes  weK!  the  awst  nataeraas,  and  formed  the 
dargest  Mngdbm  6£  my  mitkiu  the  idiote  idand^. 
l^iis  peeple  wbaie^oapitdl  was  caUad  LUirfami>  {mm 
'Aldborongh,  Aear  Boroughfaridge,)  were  ;ii»<Jy 
^itoked  among  Uie  tu^st  waiflifca  of  the  Britoia. 

•■       *  WitiTAKER,  Hist.  Man,  Vol.  1.  p.  6. 
t  C^SAK,  pene  sertohim  9oeo. 
X  Baetius,  Soot  R^.  Descrip.  Fo.  4.  1575,  Paris. 

t      D.ficd.U4rt»  B.  iC.  I.     . 

( i     %-TAc,jAgrk«  17«  Bngpatos-*KiviUi.iHimaroMis4aif  4^ 

proviixix. 


They  h^  et^i^  peofiled^  of  aqquu^,  \^  ooiM|uesti 
the  whote  of  tbirf/  t^rfti^y  bq^  dii^(]^  intlo  the 
coHi^ifis  of  £%^b#9>  Y^i  Wastinor6l»p4»  Cum- 
beripB^,  s^  ljm9Vtfa^    .l&l^  liUoerwies  of  Ann 

y#»tign^,  whose  Qam^  prove  tb^ir  6rHiftb  origin^ 
lul^  toi  tl^e.  B^g^iMwt  Aop^i^g  (o  NioiM, 
DaiimiRls  QV  PwfiMt^  V(a6  them  a  Unwji  of  jm^o^ 

bmUt .«!  mll«9r«,  i4mii  Ae/m^gwi  i>f  a  dneaia  oc 

from  i«iMwls»    Thi$y  nv^i^  nQ%  BQefm»,  of gmenal)  and 

as  places  of  refuge  amid  the  dangersrof  war,  whece 
ikGfmg}ApQQmUm^^^l^  children 

wl  QfitUej.  mk  (he  wiawfti:  r^%  tb^  6tfo«gee,  tiHr 
sneopni!^  could  ^unin^*  Swroaiidf^d  hy  impeorioufi 
wwito  awl  secMtd!  by  a  Mnpart  a«d  fease,  ihejr> 
weve  9afficteQUy'  stcoB^  to  resist  the  6rdiii9£y) 
attaohsof  their  eoinpuM.  . 

Xhe  BflitOBs  had  a  |N9Cttiiar  metfiod  of  guvio^ 
tdmtt  wi4  ccAlectisg  their  fooces^  oo  the  inTasioa 
nf  aa  tmsny.  T^ey  sajacd  »  oiy^ w^h  .va&caugl|l? 
ap,  and  transmitted  from  iimilib  to  month  ihrooglia 
41  tbe«00ioii«  and  as  the  notioe  |iaaaed  alon^  the 
warriQiss  ^notched  their  araos*  apd  hurried  away  to. 
tke  rTendfiZfoufB.  Wdbm'Cvsaf ;  filsst  ii^Vadedi  Britain 
th^  atliin  iitas  "spoend.  ia  ihia  tDanaer^  in  sixteen  or 
sev«Dteea:hovi»>  one  biindced  and  jsixty  miles  in  a 
direct  line  f  The  partial  remains  of  this  custom 

'^.UiiMsiMai.  £ooli  Brit 

t  Ubi  major  atque  illustrior  incidil  res,  clamoie  pet  agfos^ 
iMtu)iei4^.^giiitoQi ;  i]uac;;B)U:deinpttpt  «Kcipiiiiit,  «t  proxiinis 
traduiit:  ut  tunc  accidit:.  nam ^qiioB - inieate  ^ok^^Gsnabi  g^tta 
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dtill.^i^  among  us  in  the  hue^ind  crp  whitih  is 
raised  after  a  thief  who  would  escape  justice. 

Afteir  the  invasion  of  Julius  Ceesar,  a  more  gene- 
ral intercourse  was  established  between  Britain  and 
the  continent,  and  Britain  was  considered  as  a  field 
where  the  generals  of  Rome  might  obtain  hme,  and 
the  empire  receive  an  addition  to  its  territory  and 
wealth.  At  length  they  obtained  a  settlement  in 
the  country;  and  in  the  progress  of  theil-  con- 
quests reached  the  Brigantes  i  and,  after  Utintierous 
and  hard^fought  battles,  reduced  them  under  stib^ 
jection,  Unaccustomed  to  a  tame  submission  our 
brave  countrymen,  soon  raised  the  standard  of  re- 
volt, and  once  more  committed  their  caus^  to  the 
decision  of  arms. 

Though  possessed  of  equcLl  Talour  atid  courage 
i^ith  their  enemies,  the  Britons  wer^  deficient  in  that 
steady  discipline  and  order  which  they  had  acquired^ 
and  were  at  last  competted  to  submit  to  the  Roman 
eagle.  This  revolt  of  the  Brigantes  and  the  triumph 
of  the  Romans  over  them,  happened  in  the  sevens 
teenth  consulslte  of  Domitian,  and  about  the  eigh- 
teenth of  the  christian  era.  The  fact  k  establised 
by  a  leaden  trophy  dug  up  near  Ripon^  about  the 
middle  of  the  last  century  ^^ 

Havmg  conquered  this  part  of  Britain,  they 
adopted  the  most  prudent  methods  to  keep  the 
people  in  subjection;  to  check  the^irit  of  revolt 
and  to  render  their  conquest  useful  and  lasting.  As 
they  could  not  confide  in  Britons,    they  fixed 

i  ..  .  .  ... 

essent,  ante  primam  confectam  vigiliam  in  finibus  Arvemontm 
audita  sunt;  quod spatium est milliunipdssuumcticit6r  160.  C^^sar. 
Com.  p.  135i 

*  Theinscription  of itis,  TMP.  CAESi  DOMITIAN.  AVO. 
WI.  COS.  BRIG.  jphiL  Tu  W.     . 
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their -eampSy  cm  the  site  of  their  towns  or  near  to 
them,  and  a  certain  part  of  a  legion  was  there 
stationed.  The  camps  of  the  Romans  which  are 
sopposed  to  have  givs^i' origin  to  many  of  our  towns 
and  cities,  appear  raAer  to  indicate  some  prior 
settlement  of  the  firitbtis.  In  many  instances  this 
is  cert^n,  and  in  others  thQ  reason  of  the  thing 
estaUislie?  it.  , 

Witfaiii  two  miles  of  this  {dace  the  vestiges  of  a 
Roman  camp  or  station  Remained  till  within  a  late 
period,  and  the  Itinesaries  furnish  us  with  tlie  name 
Lagedom  or  Legedium,  sow  called  Castleford.  In 
the  Bean^field,  or  Castle^ffal'th,  numbers  of  Roman 
coins  huve  been  dug  up  i  a  sure  indioatibn*  that  th^ 
Romans  onoe  dwelt  there..  From  this  circumstance, 
and  if  the  above  remark  he  just,  wo  may' infer  thkt 
previous  to  their  arrivaU  the  banks  of  the  Airb 
and  Calder  wer« inhabited;  the  native  Batons  there 
depastered  their  cattle,  while  thie^  surrounding  woods 
supplied  them  with  game  for  the  chaise,  and 
with  food  for  their  tables^  Nor  is  it  improbable 
that  the  Britons  fed  their  flocks  and  their  herds 
ia^  the  vall^  where  the  old  town  of  Pontefraot 
stood. 

The  Romans  stationed  in  this  neighbourhood 
did  not  only  check  the  ardent  and  restless  spirit  of 
tlie  ni^es,  but  graduedly  : introduced  among  them 
their  own  arts>  and  the  comforts  of  civilization; 
and  thus  rendered  their  conquest  equally  beneficial  to 
themselves  and  the  vanquished  Britons.  The  Roman 
soldiers  were  as  much  accustomed  to  the  use  of  the 
plough  as  the  Shields  and  were  as  industrious  in 
peace  as  they  were  brave  in  war.  When  they  had 
fixed  their  camps  they  availed  themselves  of  tlje 
advantages  the  surroundmg  country  presented,  in 
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order  to  secnrr  to  ikemseli^t  'tbc'iieoeflBaty  .nip- 
fiies.  Woods  were  ciit'ddiiFii^  thegroand  cleared  Md 
plowed^ ;  and  rdads^dre  eonslraeted  froin  etatioii 
to  station,  toftcihtaite  tfae/<conveyance6f  goacb, 
arid  coHect  tbdr  'forotfs  tojgether  wiA.nbre  irase 
arid  eKpedMonr,  on  sitiy  sadddi  emc^geniry/  .. 

The  gn<iit  Roftnkn  rdad  H^tlttM  ^dttiling  ^t  Wait^ 
ling  Street"^,  which  divided  England  ill  liib^ 
arid  rons  fiy^rni  the  :fkk1;  Ritilpss,  ifow  ftkJMborbugh 
til  Keiftfusqaead  ihyeam  valli]  to  ibe  l/niit  of  the 
Jiianiaii  V/^\,'mA  beyond4t;iMq[a^slidnaM^ 
efthdr  ^rbtigh  or  n&^  i»  4lio  Mwn  of  FoMtefitet, 
it  xnay  1[ie  traded  4rofA  Dtifiittfi  or  D6neaf0er\  crv^er 
SikWBhy  L««g  to  BarniklaterAtid  ff^^  ttadnoet^ 
Baat  Hardwioks  ^and  tlhroo]^  l^iefraot  Pttrie  ib 
Cddtldbti).  Aisecond  ftomiati  road  from  Gte^^HMd^ 

lAefctvortb,  jokied  Watltfig  Sfntet,  «t  P«Mtefricti 
ds  did ^da  third fWmiManehdMer^  by  OamlmiQ^ 
bun,  Wakefield,  anii  tbe'Stretft  tiovaen.  A  ^vfcfiMd 
trdy 'afypmrs  to  haVfe  ptttml.  thrdugh  tte  siM  cf 
the  old  <(6Wn  in  a  nsduth  dlr^i^on  to  Oarringtarti, 
Wehtbri%e,  Smeaton,  Cat^^saAl,  teidlfMieklsand 
northward  to  Castlefordf. 

Froni  Ibe  circubisiiaface  of  ^  mmty  rOa<fa  Aieet- 
ing  at  or  near  this  piaoe,  Ldbild  and  Drake  i^ere 
indhced  io  cdnsider  H  as  %he  aaciarit  liegMiimb. 
AKhongb  miloh  deference  q  due  to  the  apiRiooctf' 

*  Whlt8JLeri6dn(iihibditerfibMihM4tli4r^Mr^ 
io^  (ha  BBme  of  tb»  Roman  n»d.    The/  msuntain  that  Wadii^ 
Street  led  from  Sandwich  directly  west  into  Wales :  and  that  the 
true  name  of  this  street  is  Ikening,  or  ^fkinild. 

t  The  remembnuice  of  this  road  i»  still,  preserved  in  'the  naote 
of  the  closes  called  Street-furlong,  which  lies  contiguous  to  it,  near 
Darrihgton. 


Hie^  'oeleftrstted  aiAhfiniKei  tA  sMb^s'  tif  ^db 
MNlure^  tfaey  BMid  iirlMs  instifiAgd  to  hate  faetlii 
mi9Uicei^  Arid  tiiie  iiDHour  of  iHavt  andem  sUfcKJt 
widmfatedly  4beloii95  to  Cwtiefotd*.  li  ia  not 
iiow&ver.  imfrnfasbte,  ihtt  «^  seeo«kdtey  ajid  iet  st)b- 
^rAfBBtefl&iticmlo  dwt  at  L6|[eolimbMp*s  ^slttitblisM 
tare,  as  #e  fitri  ndr  ttCGmklMy'imd  «qbM^nMe 
MrtiDm  nsind  is  otikT  pla<^esi.  These  stattoaa  wert 
ifooedk  at  loon^iiiiAt  <iiifltaQCo$  i^r  iihe  jirotteitoli  i$f 
dfelr  (shtle;  snd  Wrfaitaker  /iMiitiond  akK  <^  Ibif 
kMi  ia  the  vvcriirifey  of  ManonnilMmB^.  (dp  Manebeaf 
to*,  fiefore  the  inctosni^  and  qahavatien  of  ih^ 
Pbrtr^  ^ichmt  Tait^^  nof  «i  Rmma  ^ravp  raMJeuoecl 
oaJfiKiMget.  > 

Tke  Koihan  cnstioiii  of  gmting  to  Italy:  vi/w 
afkf^ed  in  th6  remdte$t  .pafls  of  tbeir  widely  fbi^ 
teDdai  empire.  The  dry  groMMt'of  ih^  hiih,  aD4 
tbd  fafoiit  jiiaitd^#o  of  the  ^ale  w^  aajoees^iveirf  the 
p4sAitK  €lf  Aieir  ibcha  find  iitcda.  iDNmag  Itbe  amiy 
i&er  tliay  €«uifiBBd  ithtm  to  Uoie^AitaifehQa  ^mA  low 
grouiid*^«iid^^albe'apprbi«htif;w«itbr  <h^y  drov4 
tlKiiftii||rtiithe  Ai^ts:]}.  AomiAmg  tothfe^fiAdmHJh^ 

fteJfhnca  in  Ilia  ^ Ah  aod  a^  Iter y  Antommsnconfiim  it  In 
the  AfUiptbe  distance  from  Daniun  to  L^iralium  is  said  to  be  sis^teen 
miles;  and  from  thence  tQ  Yoilc  twaniy-Otle.  Tn'lhe  Ci^ti),  it  is 
ttid,  ^tiA  tbrk'to'L^g^Kttffl  is  i\/^€iky<kky,  Mid'fhMki  thend9  «» 
DoDcaster  sixteen  miles. 

Bciidet  ih» -coiaa  which  hove  been  m^uch  niMnbersdug  up, 
and  are  stiDoocasionall/' found,  there  hove  been  other  fiionun»entf 
of  Roman  elegance  discovered'aCCastlcror^.  '1*.  WiKloh,F.  *;  S; 
ihariiriusdript'fdt*  to  tW*  adthdr  bfflieEbof«kHrthino*«r'inth^  fW^ 
vsfkmbr  fte  writep,  tmaits  ihst  He  tod'Mii  at  Cattieford^ieMenM 
lng&«itiof«'fii]etfcssd8t«d:p«Yament,  whiehlfad<beaiidugup«i| 
a  garden  adj«iniog  to  the  fiean-field.. 

t  in  flie  letter  mentioned  in  the  last  note,  the  wrtter,  who 
leems  to  have  examined  (he  ground,  gives  tt  as  his  decided  opldidn, 
that  a  Rbman  cim)>'hiid  beeb'ibntid  da^fhefVk^idge. 

$  VlMttiijs^  (Lib.  yi/jc*  S«  AQiaialiiim  paaciau 
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loir  and  tnardiy  land  about  CasUeford  woaM  be 
deemed  unsuitable  for  their  cattle  in  winter^  and 
the  higher  ground  of  th»  plaoe  woukl  beprefered. 

There  have  been  some  Roman  coins  found  in 
■this  place^  and  there  are  still  remaining  in  many 
old  walls,  bricks,  which,  from  their  dmiensions^ 
thickness,  colour,  and  texture,  appear  to  be  Roman. 
On  the  whole  it  is  highly  probable  that  this  place 
derives  its  origin  from  a  secondary  Roman  station^ 
and  although  not  equd  in  magnitude  and  import 
tance  with  Legeolium,  yet  owing  to  its  exceUent 
pasture  grounds,  the  salubrity  of  its  air,  its  com- 
manding prospect  s  and  beautiful  soenery,  it  would 
be  preferred  by  the  more  wealthy  Romans  as  weU 
tts  by  the  native  Britoiis;  it  became  to  Legeolium 
what  Bai^  tvas  to  Rome,  the  seat  of  elegance^ 
pleasure,  and  refinement. 

The  provincial  government  of  Rome,  has  been 
censured  as  severe. and  oppressive;  and  it  must  be 
iR^knowledged  that  in  sotne  instances  the  censure  if 
just.  A  high  territorial  impost,  a  tax  on  the  pro* 
duce  of  land  was  rendered  still  more,  grievous  and 
burdensome  by  the  rapacity  of  the  collectors  of  the 
i^venue.  These  oppressions  produced  the  revolt 
finder  Boadicea  which  proved  so  fatal  to  the  Roman 
legions,  and  uearly  sul}ver(ed  their  dominion  ii^ 
Britain. 

*  ^  The  towns  vrere  governed  according  to  their 
i^ank.  They  were  divided  into  four  orders,  towns 
municipal  and  stipendiary,  colonies  and  cities  in- 
Vested  with  latin  privileges.  TliesjB  last  were  like 
our  present  boroughs,  enjoying  the  privilege  of 
chusing  their  own  magistrates,  and  not  subject  to  a 
foreign  prefect  or  queator^  The  stipendiary  towns 
enjoyed  no  corporate  privilege,  and  were  subject 
to  the  provincial  regime,  like  our  hamlets  and 


Tinage&  Colonies  were  communities  chiefly  obn*" 
sisting  of  the  Veteran  soldiers  who  had  served  out 
tbeir  legal  time.  Their  government  was  partly  bjr 
the  civil>  and  partly  by  the  military  law.  Every 
pa-son  in  a  colony  was  a  soldier^  mid  in  cases  of 
Becessity  the  whole  colony  was  called  to  take  the 
fidd.  A  colony  was  established  at  Yoi^k^  and  the 
chief  officer  of  the  government  bf  the^province^  Flavia 
Cassariensis^  resided  there.  The  munioipia  were 
eitie  senfranchised;  where  the  natives  were  allowed 
the  use  of  their  own  laWs,  and  at  the  satne  time 
honoured  with  the  privilege  of  Roman  citizens. 

The  Britons  were  chiefly  employed^  during  this 
period^  in  agriculture  and  in  the  usual  manual 
occupations.  Though  numbers  enlisted  and  filled 
the  ranks  of  the  legions^  they  were  denied  thei 
advantages  conferred,  on  the  veterans  of  Romet 
and  were  subject  to  the  disgraceful  punishment 
of  being  beaten  with  rods,  or  scourged*;  a 
punishment  humiliating  to  abrave^  and  insupport-^ 
able  to  an  high-spirited  people. 

At  length  the.  Romans  began  to  treat  the  natives 
with  more  respect^  and  to  consider  them  as  a  com- 
ponent  part  of  the  empire*  Anxious  to  preserve 
what  they  had  acquired  at  the  expence  of  so  much 
bloody  they  endeavoured  to  unite  the  people  into 
one  body  by  the  reciprocatioas  of  interest^  and  the 
participations  of  similar  laws,  privileges  and  immu- 
nities. In  the  reign  of  Antoninus  Pius,  these 
rights  Were  conferred  on  every  Briton  of  property 
and  worth;  and  the  cunning  and  artful  Caracala 
extended  them  equally  to  alL  By  this  wise  act  the 
Britons  no  longer  suffered  a  disgraceful  exclusion^ 
but  were  admitted  to  a  participation  of  marriages^ 
*  Acts  xyi.  37.         ,      . 
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and  a  eoittnnnion  of  hoaows  mik  tbie  JB^m^. 
They  beioame  eligiUe  io,,6mry'  8iA«i4ioa  aM.  <^^e 
iop  which  the>y  yme^^miiMi;  and  tp  ^hj^  w«ie 
poKey  Rome  was  indebted  lor  aome  pi  her  beab 
eoraBaanders  aod  emperors. 

The  Eoiiian  stalten  at  Legeolkrai,  the  siifaonlf- 
aaCe  one  of-  this^  phce,  aad  the  native  inhabitswdis 
«f  the  covatiy^  now  bteame  ieifc^mr  citizens,  l^he 
diiBtinalion'  wiuch  had  btthertp  exists  beiseeeD 
ihe  coaifQ^rors  and  the  b0iu|iieDed,  was  mom  bap^ 
pity  abolished;  and  no  other  diffiireiioe  was  kaown, 
but  what  aro^  from  the  ioequa^ty  of  propartty,  iih. 
tedestj  or  the  discharge  of  civft  :or  anilitai^y  offices. 
Under  the  iaflu6aoe<ofjast  laws,  wisely  aAnibbibat 
ed,. population  increased;  and  %itata  coirid  rtepaod 
fiend  ferih  armies  s^^ieatly  poiwerftil  la  obtom  the 
eaiptpe  of  (be  world..  Frank  this  poompcaroee 
Constantine,  •odtied  tbe  Gireat;  aad  -suppiurted  bf 
the  Bivtish  legions,  be  assumed  rthe  purple^  acid 
vanqitighed  all  his  oompeiJIors^. 

From  the  time  il|ie  empire  was  diaridcd  into 
tiie  eatftera  and  weslara  it  began  to  depaiyi.  The 
laoessani  wars  carried  on  with  «qiiai  ftiry  and  can* 
cottr  by  the  emperors  of  the«ast  and  westy  as  wel^ 
as  by  the  various  oompetitor^,  eoohpaated  its  istoeiigth 
aad  resoupoes,  and  rendered  it  a  more  easy  prey 

*  At  a  subsequent  period  the  Brilfsh  legions  Ydised'M&adniiH 
to  the  throne;  and  on  kis  pa^ag  intaGttil,  Ihe  tocdt  ?Mi  im$  .lb? 
9qvk^  of  ih^  British  y^i#.  Th^  British  foto^f  r^aine^  ^J^ 
Victor,  tli^  son  of  Maxiiinus,by  a  British  lad^fi  ^nd  oiji.th^  def^^  of 
Victor,  were  left  in  th^  most  deplorable  silyatipn ;  in  a  distant  cpun- 
try,  surrounded  whh  enemies ;  without  a  leader,  or  ships  to  Convey 
them  home.  They  pu§hed  foiwaipil  to  ilhe4ea<caaftt,  tJbia.tfalkd 
^nporiQiij  hi  lv>pe  of  j^ttitigpif^  i9V>:Qor^^wa^  bujk  mr^p^^p^^ 
ppinted.  They  :^ettled  with  tbe  Belg^?  o^i  the  9c^§t,  ajt^d  gUiVq 
ftieir  name  to'  the  provmce  now  called  Brittany,  in  France*' 
Henry's  Hist  Vd.  1.  p.  T7. 


to  its  eBemies;.  The  northern  natidiis  ns  if  by 
general  consent,  iaMied  forth  mrit  aseailed  it  throvgh 
die  whole  length  of  Its  fhsmtierd ;  and  though  often 
Fepelle^,  lliey  reMqmtied  theh^  tftacks,  tiff  at  length 
they  obtained  a  final  eonqoett.  The*  Romans,  lin^ 
ahfa&  to  stand  before  their enevnieson  the Continenty 
wHhdrew  their  le^^ont  icom  Britaiii»  four  hundred 
ancf  three  years  s^sequent  to  their  first  settlement 
in  the  oimntpy. 

From  thekrjpossemonol  the  eountryft>rso^  long; 
a  pened^  n  is  nataral  to  infer^  that  tlieir  customs^ 
biH^  {tndartS)  had  become  diec^y  rooted  among^ 
the  Brkons;  and  that  on  their  departure  these? 
^^Id  be  observed,  and  contimie  to  maintain  thelr^ 
ni£i«&nce.  It  is»  not  possible  fer  a  people  in  any 
degree  civflfiied  i6  refctpse  all  at  once  info  a  state  ol 
barlkpimi^  andf'iv  is  probable  the  Britons  wouid 
adihere  to  those  ^ti^ftitirilions  theHemans  had  estab^ 
lished  among  them. 

The  Britons  ^  not  appear  to  Rare  adopted 
their  langtiagQ,  The  higher  r^pks  acg^uired  it  as  an 
elegant  and.  n^^^aiy  acCfHBfilialmeBi;  but  the 
lower  orders' ooAfiiraed  to-  speak  in  thetr  natnre  dia- 
lect.  Conquerors  ffod'  it  more  dMfifcuU  to  change 
the  language  of  ^ipeople^.  tl^afi  t&/?4r  ipistHutions 
and  manoeBSk 

Offtbe  dtpiartiire  of  th«i  Bonnrns  froM  tMs  place 
and  neighbourhood,  many  oftftefr  buildftig*  would 
be  left  uninhabitecT^  ani^  would  sQiqabecucae^ ruins: 
and  subse^tiMimteyeuts^wauJkl etbliteiia^tjbfi lemem- 
brance  of  tboset  whscb  had  preceded;  Few  f^stiges 
of  the  Roman  name  arid  greatness  new  remain; 
and  had  not  the  pkge  of  JTiistory  oij^tlivcdtl^^  works 
of  art,  it  wou}4  b^¥e,  ^ik  ioipi^^iibie  tp  have 
traced  thift  txii|teDoe  of  tl|i»  oaos;  fiimaas  "people 
either  in  this  place  or  neigfibourhlQiod, 
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The  Romans  flattered  themselves  With  the  hOpe# 
^hat  .their  government  and  dominions  would  be 
eternal.  And  if  we  consider  the  wisdom  of  their 
institutions;  the  propriety  abd  equity  of  their  laws; 
the  elegance  of  their  arts ;  their  military  achieve- 
ments;  their  high  Spirit  and  invincible  courage, 
such  a  hope  may  appear  to  be  well  founded;  but 
when  on  the  other  hand  we  contemplate  their 
vices,  luxuries,  and  oppression,  we^see  the  iaiacy 
of  their  hope  and  the  principal  causes  of  their  ruin. 
The  same  virtues  which  acquire  dominion  are  re* 
quisite  to  preserve  and  keep  it;  and  if  a  people 
cease  to  be  virtuous,  they  will  ultimately  cease  to 
command.  While  the  rise,  greatness,  and  duration, 
of  the  Aoman  state  for  so  many  ages,  shew  what 
the  union  of  wisdom,  justice  and  valour  can  acconoi- 
plish;  their  final  subversion  an4  ruin  shew  also  what 
must  be  the  end  of  every  state  in  which  vice  prevails 
over  virtue. 

Vain  fluctuatiog  state  of  huxxuui  empire ! 

First  small  and  weak  it  scarcely  rears  its  head, 

^arce  stretching  out  its  helptdss  infant  arms. 

Implores  protection  of  its  neighbour  states. 

Who  nurse  it  to  their  hurt     Anon  it  strives 

For  pow'r  and  wealth,  and  spiima  at  opposition* 

Arriv'd  to  full  maturity  it  grasps 

At  all  within  its  reach,  o'erleaps  all  boufids, 

Robs,  ravages  and  wastes  the  affrighted  worlds 

At  lef^th  grown  old,  and  swjell'd  to  bulk  eoormiDUi^ 

The  monster  in  its  proper  bowels  feeds 

I^ride,  luxury,  corruption,  perfidy. 

Contention,  fell  diseases  of  a  state. 

That  prey  upon  her  vitals.    Of  her  weakness 

Sonpe  other  rising  pow'r  advantage  takes, 

(Unequal  Match  i)  plies  with  repeated  strokes 

Her  infirm  aged  trunk:  slie  nods — she  totters-^ 

She  falls — ^alas  !  never  to  rise  again. 

The  victor  state  upon  her  ruins  raisM, 

Runs  the  same  shs^owy  round  of  fimc/d  grestoes^^ 

'And  meeti  the  same  certain  eqd» 
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SECTION    II. 

On  the   Saxon  pemod,   and  the   introduction   of 
Christianity. 

The  name  of  this  place  in  the  time  of  the  Saxonsi 
was  Kirkby :  a  name  eridently  posterior  to  the  io- 
troduction  of  Christianity,  and  imposed  on  the 
erection  of  a  christian  church.  A  church  is  called 
kirk  *  in  many  parts  of  this  country,  and  is  inva- 
riably so  denominated  in  Scotland.  The  term 
Bye,  is  Saxon  for  an  habitation,  and  when  joined 
with  kirk,  signifies  the  town  or  hamlet  near  to  or 
around  the  church. 

There  is  in  this  neighbourhood  a  South-Kirby, 
aploce  of  considerable  antiquity,  as  it  is  so  called 
in  Doomsday-book.  It  is  not  improbable  that  as 
this  name  was  imposed  for  a  similar  reason,  it  was 

*  The  tenn  Kiik  U  -  derived  from  the  Greeks  (Kvfuau:) 
deooting  what  belongs  to  the  Lord;  and  has  been  applied  to  the 
building  in  which  he  is  worshipped.  The  word  translated  churchj| 
in  the  New  Testament,  is  (ekxxii^m)  and  in  no  instance  denotes  a 
huidiiig,  but  an  a^semblj  of  people;  and  in  the  old  irerslons  of  tlie 
Bible,  it  was  always  rendered  congregation ;  a  word  which  conveys 
the  sense  of  the  original  nmeh  better  than  the  technical  term  adopt* 
ed  by  King  Jaane8\«i  translators  ;  and  it  has  this  further  advantage 
over  tfie  word  church,  that  the  balk  of  the  common  people  could 
not  misunderstand  it. 

In  the  articles,  the  word  church  is  defined  to  be,  "an  assembly 
of  bMiiid  men,**  but  how  few  are  there,  who  on  using  the  word 
church,  affix  to  it  the  same  ideas  »  are  contained  in  the  definition. 
The  popular  has  nearly  obliterated  the  theological  sense.  Vid% 
PeanoQ  in  Cred, 


90  amVMT  OF  POHTCnUkCT. 

called  south,  to  distinguish  it  from  this  Kirkby 
which  lay  north  of  it. 

The  Saxons  at  their  arrival  in  Britain  were 
equally  strangers  to  the  doctrines  and  genuine 
spirit  of  Christianity.  The  idols  of  their  fathers 
were  the  objects  of  their  profound  veneration  and 
tttgand;  imd  tkeit  ttiythology  wWle  tt-Aispliyi  the 
wildness  of  the  untutaied  mind,  strikingly  deline- 
ates their  habits  and  character.  It  seems  wholly 
designed  to  inspire  a  contempt  of  death  and  a  k>ve 
of  martial  glory.  By  attaching  disgrace  and  infemy 
to  cowardice,  both  in  the  present  and  in  a  future 
world,  it  forcibly  operated  on  all  the  energies  of  the 
mind,  and  contributed  in  a  considerate  degree  to 
form  their  warlike  characten  The  &ar  of  disgp:ace 
prompted  to  deeds  of  the  most  darmg  vakxir.  '. 

This  mythology  equally  flattered  the  hope  asHi 
ambition  of  the  brave.  It  held  out  to  them  the 
never  fading  laurels  of  iame^  and  the  enjoyment  of 
the  spoil  and  wealth  of  their  vanquislied  ^naH|ies« 
Amid  the  dangers  of  war  and  the  carnage  of  battle, 
tbey  were  taught  to  befieve>  that  though  they 
should  fallen  the  ensanguined  plain,  they  should 
enjoy  in  the  insrisible  state,  <*didriiry  hall/'  the 
hixory  of  drinking  ale  out  of  the  skulls  of  those  they 
had  slain  *. 

*  The  mythology  of  the  Saxom  is  inherwoven  vriA  mm  Uig^ 
^8ge^  and  many  of  their  vifM  notion*  Mte  ftiil  eolettaioedeiiiMig 
the  vulgar*  From  the  objects  of  their  wor«hip>  ike  (b^r^of  our 
week  have  derived  tiieir  nameii.  The  first  "aod  leeotvf,  4h^ 
4eHIcated  to  the  Siinaod  M00&-- Hene^  SuiHby.iinA  Mmm-imf^ 
The  third  and  fourth,  were  dedicated  to  TuiBeo  and  WodM^ 
bence,  TuiscoVday  and  Wodea'tniay.  The  lidlv  «iaidiT  and 
seve^tbj  in  like  manner  to  Thor,  Fr«a,  and  Sctater  9  mid  htfc^ 
Thor's-day,  Fr<sa*s-da},and  iSeater'f^y. 

Besides  il^  above  Gods  and  Goitecei,.  they  iiridtiihers'of  .lid* 
inferior  kind,  to  whom  they  paid  respect     Such  wiia  Ep$titr  Ui 
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Tbe  infliiGoce  of  ihk  mytl^ology  on  tb^mtfniicft^ 
and  pooduotiif  pur  Saxon  «tiocsior6  may  easily  b^  ior 
fer^d.  Sifangers  to  the dececiciesand  refl^^meaty 
of  dviiided  life,  tbey  dcMgbted  in  the  tuiiiukMe  of 
itnar  and  ibe  effiisioo  of  blood;  Un^ccustoniod  to 
reasDB  on  the  propriety  or  equity  of  atly  utider^a'kf 
io^  aod  governed  solely  by  interest,  or  iftipeiie^ 
by  a^ipe,  tbey  attacked  all  who  opposed  tlieir  dd* 
sig^.  Like  the  corsairs  of  fiarbary  they  infest^ 
ibf  aiCenlwiy  tbenortbern  seas 5  and  whatever  fell  intti 
tbeir  hanols  was  deemed  a  lawful  prise  ^.    By  their 

whom  tbej  sacrificed  in  the  month  of  Aprils  whidi  was  from 
thence  denominated  Eastur  nionath :  and  on  their  conversion,  the 
name  \(ras  continued  and  apptie^  to  the  resurrection.  Another  of 
tiietr  Gods  w«s  called  Mafa,  supfMft^d  to  terrify  people  in  thet^ 
sleep,  ^viience  cones  the  word  mghi'^likire.  The  docthnQs  of  £tt 
and  Fairies  is  purdy  Saxon ;  and  to  these  ioiaginary  beings,  thej 
ofi^red  a  peculiar  kind  of  sacrifice  called  Alf-blot.  Marty  stiu 
believe^  that  the  green  circles  which  are  seen  in  meadpws,  have 
been  the  theattt  ef  (heir  midnight  gambols;  and  that  an  e)cadattoit 
ioma  pMtkxilar  specks  of  |)4aat^  is  the  buttel  they  have  inade^ 
VkL  Brands,  pop.  Ant 

*  Taoi^s  observes,  that  they  aeoounted  it  morehonditrable 
to  take  the  necessaries  of  Jife  iirom  other.«i,  than  by  honest  industry  to 
provide  them  for  themselves.  Their  laws  and  customs  had  all 
a  tendency  to  inspire  courage,  and  form  tliem  for  warriors.  No 
man  eould^  bear  arms  till  he  was  solemnly  kdmitt^d  to  the  privilege 
in  a  gaeal  ukmUf. . 

Jk  mm  was  not  sufiered  to«3Ut  bis  heard,  till  he  faftd  ilain  hii 
enemy,  or  taken  his  standard  from  him. 

fr  any  one  quilted  tlie  field  of  battle  without  success,  he  U^aa 
ander  a  temporaxy  disgrace. 

If  any  left  the  field,  where  his  general  lAras  slain,  he  Wdi 
bfanded  with  perpeluil  ia&my^    , 

1(  a  soldier  lost  his  shield  ia  battle,  he  was  interdicted  their 
sacred  rites,  on  account  of  which  many  committed  suicide. 

For  a  Biati  to  die  of  db^aaiete  in  bed,  tbey  held  to  he  dis. 
honaonhlei  Mdh^ved  that  aUsuehcouUbseMcludddfrta  the 
joys«faAifairtf.happyatate4     . 
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piracies  on  the  ocean  and  their  plundering  incursions 
on  the  land,  they  contributed  their  full  share  in  the 
devastation  and  ruin  of  the  western  empire  of  Rome. 

The  Britons  finally  abandoned  by  the  Romans, 
and  much  enfeebled  by  the  loss  of  their  brave  youth 
who  had  enlisted  into  their  legions,  were  not  long 
suffered  to  enjoy  peace  and  tranquiKty,  The  Cale- 
donians who  had  been  with  difficulty  restrained 
within  the  limits  of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland, 
during  the  period  of  Roman  power  and  greatness, 
now  passed  the  wall  of  Severus,  and  ruin  and  devas- 
tation  marked  their  progress.  As  their  inroads 
were  mo^e  more  for  the  purpose  of  plunder  than 
of  permanent  conquest,  when  they  had  obtained 
their  object  they  retreated  to  their  native  wilds, 
Britain  divided  inio  thirty  petty  states^,  and  each 
state  jealous  of  its  neighbour,  and  only  intent  on  its 
own  interest  could  never  bring  its  whole  strength 
against  its  northern  foes;  and  by  being  thus  divided 
its  misery  and  ruin  advanced  with  the  rapidity  of  a 
continually  accelerated  force. 

After  separate  states  had  struggled  with  the 
hardy  sons  of  the  North  for  the  space  of  forty  years, 
at  length  a  war-king  was  chosen  as  generalissimo  of 
the  united  troops  of  Britain.  Had  this  measure 
been  adopted  on  the  departure  of  the  Romans,  it 
is  probable  tlie  Britons  would  have  been  able  to 
repel  the  Caledonians,  nor  would  the  Saxons  have 
been  otherwise  known  than  as  enemies  who  had 
been  defeated.  This  measure  was  now  too  late. 
The  spirit  of  the  country  was  broken,  its  strength 
exhausted,  and  nothing  but  defeat  could  be  ex- 

*  Vid.  Turner^  Hist  of  the  Saxons,  Vol.  I.  135.— This 
elegant  and  ingenuous  wnter  has  accurately  pointed  out  the  fonn  of 
government,  which  prevailed  after  the  departure  of  the  Rouaas. 
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pected*  Necessity,  not  choice,  impelled  the  Bri- 
tish chief  to  invite  the  Saxons  to  repel  the  Cale* 
donians;  a  measure  which  proved  fatal  to  the  inte-v 
rests  and  independence  of  Britain*  The  Saxon3 
once  admitted  into  the  country  had  no  wish  to  re* 
turn.  Allured  by  the  fertile  plains  of  the  south, 
and  the  riches  of  the  country,  they  turned  their 
arms  against  the  unhappy  Britons,  and  began  the 
conquer  of  the  land.  Though  frequently  checked 
and  often  defeated,  yet  receiving  continual  reen* 
fbrcemcnts  from  their  pwn  shores,  they  ultimately 
succeeded  in  their  design^  and  Britain  once  more 
received  the  yoke  of  a  foreign  power. 

During  this  unliappy  contest  the  chief  monu* 
menta  of  Roman  elegance  and  greatness  were  laid 
in  ruins;  and  a  once  cultivated  country  converted 
into  a  desert.  *'  The  Saxons  destroyed  every  thing 
with  fire  and  sword.  Public  as  well  as  private 
buildings  were  consumed]  the  priests  were  slaia 
whilst  ministriug  at  the  altar;  the  bishops  with 
their  people  were  put  to  the  sword;  nor  were  there 
any  left  to  perform  for  them  the  rights  of  sepulture. 
Many  fled  to  the  mountains  for  safety,  and  endured 
a  precarious  ejcistence  in  poverty  arid  want. 
Others  emigrated,  and  sought  peace  and  safety  in 
foreiga  climes.  Spm^  submitted  to  their  destiny^ 
aud  wen?  reduced  to  the  most  abfect  slavery  *J^ 

The  kingdom  of  Northumberland  was  establish*^ 
ed  the,  last  in  the  Heptarchy;  and  flrom  this  circum- 
stance we  may  infer  that  the  Britons  of  our  owu 
country  made  a  brave  resistance.  They  contested 
every  inch  of  ground  with  the  enemy :  and  when 
repelled  from  Yorkshire,  they  obstinately  defended 

•  Bed.  lib.  1.  c  19.  Fro  accipieudis  sJimentarum  fubsidiiA, 
etemum  aibituri  servitiuixL 
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themselves  m  Combertand^  Lancashtve,  and  Clie^ 
sfevrei  ahd  a  cenmiry  elaped  before  they  were 
ch'iven  to  the  fnocmtains  of  Wales.  From  Ibcse 
AkMintains  they  ofleii  issoedi  fertb,  and  by  the 
staiTghter  and  plunder  of  the  Saxons^  retorted  oo 
them  the  criiteUies  tbey'  had  exercised.  Here  they 
kiaintftined their  independetide,  and  bavetrMisDiit^ 
ted  their  name  and  !anguagedowii  to  onrowDdliiTS. 
The  Saxona  being  e^ablisbed  in  the  possieaaion 
ofBritam,  attempts- were  made  to  impart  to  them 
Hie  Wessrngs  of  revelatSon,  and  to  bring  them 
wit(mi  the  pale  of  the  christian  churdh:  nor  were 
these  attempts  unsuGcessfiil.  Chridfjan-  societies 
Were  eertainly  formed,  and  ctirislian  hi3bo)»s  are 
mentioned,  anterior  to  the  departope  of*  the 
komans^.  The  natrre  Britons  had  eoibm^ed 
iehristianity,  and  when  driven  by  the  SaKon^  from 
the  fertile  parts  of  the  country,  they  adhered  to  it 
ftmong-ifhe  mountaitis  of  Wales.  TheS^Qns^who 
inhabited  Klent  first   received  and  professed'  the 

**  It  has  been  maintained  that  Christianity  was  introcKicecl 
int^  l^rkntn  ia  tiie  tkieof  Ihe  Aposibs.  Claudb,  lli«  wife  of 
^UilaBs,. aentianed  2Tmi>iv«dl,  i^  9U|rpo<^  ^^  ^  ^tisl 
h^Yfi  yfhmk  JVfartial  cddl>fatQ^  for  iu*r  bmxiy  and  vidueiu  Lib.  i  v, 
^..1 3.  If  any  of  the  ApQstlcs  did  visit  Britain,  it  was  Paul.  Hq 
was  released,  from  conH^enient  at  Rome  in  the  year  58^  and  spent 
Bioe  years  in  the  wMem  ^mptfe-^  andes  he  never  returmNt  to  the 
east,  ]tisBOtifli{MohBb|s  thaiindiis  spaot  Idq  ytsilaei  %viiii«' <&flA 
9aA  Bf ttaia^  j^  p4r(i<:w2af\y  ?if)«d  td  j^apb.  ti^A  i9^f^  y^hetQ 
n^  other  had  he^;  and  considering,  his  ^eaVitcannqt  b^  suppos- 
ed, but  that  he  would  labpur  ip  the  west  as  he  had  done  in  tlie  east,' 
till  his  death  ander  Nero,  in  the  year  67.  Wliatever 'truth  may  b^ 
ihthiA,  il»cectaini  that  C]lristiem0)r  prewled  in  Boitma.  itndef 
Die^>:«ro9ii9>,as-  Uihopf  a|t(iid#a^  t^  QOMnsit  of  Jk^  ^  ttu^ 
l^.^lfk;  A^*at  tl)(^  cpuQici>of  Nioe  in  tke  y^324.  The 
cvc^ft?,  which*  followed  tjie  arrival  of  the  Saxons,  nearfy  obliterated 
the  Christian  name ;  and  excepting  a  few  monks  at  Bangor^  and 
in  Scotiand,  their  churches  and  institutions^  were*  aibves^.' 
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gospel.  The  greater  part  obstinately  adhered  to 
idolatry,  and  for  a  considerable  time  Christianity 
made  very  little  progress. 

The  zeal  and  prudence  of  the  christian  mission- 
aries by  degrees  succeeded  ih  subverting  idolatry, 
and  in  establishing  the  empire  of  truth.  A  happy 
combination  of  circumstances  often  pointed  outth6 
path  of  duty,  and  ensured  success  to  their  labours. 
The  ignorance,  superstition^  passions,  and  vices 
of  men,  frequently  afforded  facilities  for  introducing 
the  gospel,  and  became  subservient  to  its  establishr 
ment. 

Christianity  was  introduced  into  the  Northum- 
brian kingdom  in  the  relgn'of  Edwin.  He  had  spent 
the  early  part  of  his  life  in  adversity;  and  though  an 
esUe  he  found  protection  and  favour  from  Eadbald 
king  of  Kent.  He  saw  the  beautiful  Ethelburga, 
sister  to  the  king.  The  accomplishments  of  her  peW 
son  and  mind  gained  the  heart  of  Edwin;  and  when 
he  had  obtained  possession  of  the  Northumbrian 
throne,  by  a  decisive  victory  over  Ethelfred,  at 
Retford,  he  made  her  an  offer  of  his  hand.  She  was 
a  christian,  arid  he  yet  a  professed  idolater.  Like 
a  prudent  aud  sensible  woman,  she  would  not  re- 
nounce her  faith  for  the  splendor  of  a  throne;  nor 
would  she  become  the  consort  of  Edwin,  unless  she 
might  be  allowed  the  exercise  of  her  own  religion. 
Edwin  submitted  to  this,  and  Ethelburga  brought 
with  her  a  christian  bishop  and  christian  attendants. 

For  some  time  the  civil  and  military  affairs  of. 
the  state  demanded  and  occupied  the  whole  atten- 
tion of  Edwin.    At  length  he  began  to  examine 
the  subject  of  religion;  and  no  one  can  doubt  the 
influence  of  Ethelburga  in  persuading  the  king  to 
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embrace  Christianity  *.  A  day  was  appointed  when 
the  subject  was  to  be  discussed ;  and  Panlinus  the 
bishop  was  to  point  out  the  evidences  of  Christianity, 
whilst  Coisi,  Edwin's  high  priest,  was  to  defend  the 
idolatry  of  his  fathers.  Whether  Coisi,  perceiving 
the  inclination  of  Edwin^  made  a  virtue  of  necessity, 
or  whether  convinced  by  the  arguments  of  Paulinus, 
he  was  the  first  to  renounce  idolatry.  The  king 
followed  his  example,  and  the  nobles  imitated  the 

*  '*  It  was  a  maxim  of  the  Saxons^  to  uodertake  no  ba<(iness  of 
Importance  without  consulting  their  wives,  to  whose  advice  they 
paid  the  greatest  regard*'.  Noi  to  have  regarded  the  tender 
intreaties  of  Ethelburga,  not  to  have  been  influenced  by  the  advice 
she  would  not  fail  to  give>  would  have  been  for  Edwin  to  have 
renounced  tlie  gallantry  and  maKim  of  his  ancestors.  It  is  appa  rent 
from  this  maxim,  that  Our  ancestors,  however  unpolished,  appre- 
ciated more  justly  the  taleuts  and  character  of  the  ikir,  than  the  soft 
luxurious  sons  of  the  East.  These  have  denied  tliem  the  possession 
of  intelect>  and  depriving  them  of  the  rank  and  rights  which  they 
ought  to  enjoy  in  society,  have  subjected  them  to  the  humiliating 
Condition  of  slaves ;  and  ^  slaves  they  are  bought  and  sold  at  the 
pleasure  of  a  stem  lord.  Immured  in  an  Harem,  and  never  per- 
mitted to  mingle  in  general  society,  they  bloom  unseen ;  they  remain 
ignorant  because  they  have  no  means  of  information ;  their  conversa- 
tion is  insipid>  and  Uieir  manners  unconciliating,  because  they  have 
iiever  had  an  opportunity  of  polishing  the  latter,  nor  of  acquiring 
the  talent  to  render  the  former  agreeable  and  interesting.  A  mind 
as  vigorous  as  Newton's,  as  delicate  and  discriminating  as  Addison's, 
if  placed  in  such  circumstances,  could  never  have  developed  its 
uncommon  powers.  How  different  the  treatment  the  ladies  have 
feceived  from  the  hardy  sons  of  the  North.  They  perceived  that 
though  the  fair  wanted  some  of  the  bold  features  of  their  own 
,  characters,  yet  they  were  possessed  of  others  equally  useful  and 
amiable—that  their  caution  and  timidity  were  well  calculated  to 
repress  rashness  and  precipitancy — that  their  sensibility  and  feeling 
v^ere  adapted  to  soften  and  humanize — and  in  a  word,  tliat  their 
affection  and  fiddity;  their  vivacity  and  chearflilness  rendered 
them  the  most  agreeable  companions  in  Kte ;  entitled  them  to  share 
in  the  rights  of  domestic  government,  and  to  be  consulted  on  matters 
^f  the  greatest  importance. 
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Kng.  A  wood  church  was  erected  at  York  itnme-. 
diately  after;  and  the  king  and  the  nobles  were 
all  baptized  together. 

The  influence  of  Edwins  example  and  that  of  the 
nobles^  appeared  in  the  almost  general  conversion 
of  the  lower  orders*.  The  idols  and  their  temples 
were  destroyed,  and  so  great  were  the  crowds  who 
came  to  be  baptized,  that  Paulinus  was  fully  em- 
ployed in  this  pious  work.  Destitute  of  modern 
conveniences,  h^  was  under  the  necessity  of  resort-* 
ing  to  the  primitive  practice,  and  baptised  them 
in  the  rivers  Gleni  and  Swale. 

Edwin's  reign  is  the  brightest  period  in  the 
annats  of  the  Saxon  Heptarchy.  He  was  acknow- 
ledged as  the  head,  and  for  a  period  of  seventeerx 
years  the  whole  of  England  enjoyed  a  profound 
peace.  William  of  Malmsbury  gives  him  this 
high  character:  **  Ijfot  only,  says  he,  the  English, 
Scots,  and  Picts,  but  even  the  Orcades,  and  all  the 
British  islands,  dreaded  his  arms  and  adored  his 
grandeur:  no  public  thief  nor  house-breaker  was 
found  in  his  time;  the  adulterer  was  a  stranger, 
and  the  spoiler  of  other  men's  goods  afar  off:  his 
glory  shinte  evai  to  our  oWn  age  with  splendor." 

In  this manner  was  Christianity  introduced  into 
this  dmnty;  and  it  is  evident  from  Bede,  that  in 
the  tinie  of  Paidinus,  between  the  year  620  and  630, 
wood  churches  were  erected  in  several  towns,  and 
some  in  this  neighbourhood.  One  of  this  descrip- 
tion he  mentions  in  the  royal  villa  of  Gampo-dono. 
Whitaker  maintains  that  the  Campo-dono  of  Bede 
is  the  same  as. the  Cambodunum  of  Antoninei  and 

*  Every  intelligent  reader  will  mal^e  the  inference  that  con« 
venioiK  of  this  kmd,  are  nothing  more  than  compliances  with  the 
will  of  superior^;  and  that  the  same  cause  would  turn  them  agaiQ 
toidtlatfy* 


2S  HISTORY  OP  K>NTEFRACT, 

was  situated  above  Hudder^fidd,  at  a  phice  now 
called  Slack,  Watson,  in  the  first  volume,  Archaeol- 
ogia,  contends  that  Doncasteris  unquestionfibly  the 
Gampo-dono  of  Bede.  This  place  is  called  Dapum 
in  the  Iter  of  Antonine,  as  well  as  in  the  Notitia; 
and  as  in  old  authors  the  vowels  a  and  o  are  used 
promiscuously,  the  difference  in  the  orthography* 
will  not  invalidate  this  opinion.  As  the  river  Trent 
often  formed  the  boundary  of  the  Northumbrian 
kingdom,  it  cannot  be  supposed^  the  Saxon  kings 
would  neglect  this  old  Roman  station  $  but  it  is 
natural  to  believe  they  would  often  reside  there  for 
the  purpose  of  guarding  thdr  frontiers. 

The  term  Campo  is  wholly  inapplicable  tto  the 
place  Whitaker  assigns;  ^nd  it  must  be  made  a 
radical  part  of  the  appelative  liame  to  .becomis  in 
the  least  degree  probable.  But  if  used  in  reference 
to  Danum  it  is  proper^  and  explains  the  situation 
pf  the  place. 

It  is  generally  allowed  that  Edwin  waa  slain  at 
Hatfield;  and  Bede  represents  the  victorious  army 
as  advancing  to  Campo-dono;  and  setting  fire  to 
the  church  erected  by  Paulinus,  consumed  it  to 
ashes  together  with  the  town;  and  that  in  conse- 
quence.of  this  the  kings  of  Northumberland  removed 
to  Loidis  (Leeds).  Bede  remarks,  that  the  attar  of 
the  church  being  of  stone,  and  sustaining  the  violence 
of  (he  flames  uninjured,  was  preserved  and  tlien  in 
the  possession  of  the  abbot  and  priest  Trumwulsi, 
who  resided  in^  the  Wood  of  £lmet>  now  <^ed 
Berwick  *. 

From  the  above  facts,  considering  that  the 
road  from  York  to  Doncaster  lay  through  this 

*  Bed.  Thoresby  considers  Hahonj  near  Leed$,  as  tb^  pkce 
where  the  abbot  Trumwulsi  resided,  and  where  the  Atlar  Pau- 
linos had  erected  at  Danum,  was  preserved    Due.  Leed,  1 1  ]<  p. 
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fce^  it  IS  not  improbable  that  the  first  christian 

diiop  might  preach  here  the  first  christian  dis- 

tirse.    It  is  amusing  to  recall  in  imagination  a 

ioiitive  scene  of  this  kind.    A  -bishop,  like  the 

H>sfles,  endeavouring  to  instruct,  enlighten,  and 

jfbrm  a  gross,  an  idolatrous  people;  this  people 

fMssed  at  what  they  heard,  but  unable  to  compre* 

ind  it — some  awed  jnld  reyerenc^  by  the  venerable 

karacter  of  the  priest — some  more  rude  indulging 

.ismfleof  cODtempf>-T-$ome  deliberating,  reasoning, 

nd  wishing  to  hear  him  again  on  such  important 

irpics! 

.  £dwia  being  slain,  Paulinus  and  Ethdburga 
led  into  Kent ;  and  the  christian  churches  were 
iestroycd.  The  short  space  of  time  Paulimiferibad 
jeen.  permitted  to  labour,  will  warrant'  the  ccmclu* 
sion  that  little  progress  had  been  m^e  in  evange^ 
lizing  the  country  in  bis  day.  Thbu^kunoommonly 
zealous  and  active,  a-  period  of  aifeW  years  is  too 
short  to  accompliali  siich  a  tadc;  and  on  his  depart 
tore  the  people  reverted  again  ta  the  worBbip  of 
idols.  > 

Cadwallo,  the  kidg^of  the  Welsh  Britons,  a^o 
had  vanquished  and  slain  Edwin,  was:  ^eifiialiy  suc« 
cessful  against  Osric  and  Eanfrid.  He  plunder^ 
the  kingdom  and  kept  it  in  subjection  for  some 
years.  At  length  OsWald,  who  in  the  preceding 
reign  had  fled  into. Si^otland,  commisserating  the 
nnhi^rpy  condition  of  his' country  rais^  a;small, 
but  valiant  army ;  matched  into  Nortbuknberland, 
met  Cadwallo,  and  slew  him  and  the  greatest  part  of 
his  army.  By  this  decisive  viclory  Oswald  was 
fimily  establislied  on  tfie  Northumbrian  tbit>ne, 

Oswald  in  his  exile  had  sincerely^  embraded. 
Christianity,  and  his  first  concern  Was  to  introdtrce 
and  establish  it.     He  sent  into  Scotlakidv'and  re- 
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quested  the  king  to  find  some  person,  w^ll  qualified 
tor  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  a  missionary  and 
bishop.  The  king,  in  ansiv^er  to  his  request,  sent 
Aidan,  a  person  no  less  venerable  for  his  virtues 
than  respectable  for  his  learning,  Aidan  founded 
the  see  of  Landisfarne,  uhich  was  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Durham ;  and  by  his  indefatigable  labours, 
aided  by  the  good  sense,  piety,  and  munificence  of 
Oswald,  Christianity  was  firmly  established,  and 
maintained  its  influence  amid  all  the  wars  ^d  revo» 
lutions  which  succeeded. 

The  reign  of  Oswald  was  short,  but  active  and 
glorious.  That  {Nrecedence  which  Edwin  had  ac- 
quired, among  the  kings  of  the  heptarchy,  Oswald 
maintained.  But  neither  his  piety,  wisdom,  nor 
valour  could  secure,  in  these  turbulent  times,  tran- 
quility and  peaoe.  Penda,  the  pagan  king  of 
Mercia,.  envied  his  greatness  and  detested  his  re- 
ligion. '  Not  daring  to  meet  Oswald  fetirly  on  the 
field  of  battle,  he  endeavoured  to  accomplish  by 
stratagem  and  surprises  the  iniquitous  desigti  lie 
had  formed.  Oswald  had  made  a  progress .  into 
Cheshire,  attended  by  few  besides  his  domestic 
servants,  and  did  not  in  the  least  expect  any  hostile 
attempts.  This  security  betrayed  him.  For  Penda 
having  seoretly  raised  an  army,  pushed  after  him, 
and  finding  him  unprepared,  fiercely  assaulted  him. 
Oswald  and  those  with  him  bravely  defended  them- 
pelves ;  but  at  length  the  most  determined  valour 
V^as  forced  to  yield  to  superiority  of  numbers.  Os- 
wald was  slain,  and  his  treacherous  and  barbarous 
^nemy  had  the  meanness  to  treat  the  corpse  with 
every  kind  of  insult.  The  christians  on  account  of 
hi9  virtues  canonized  him ;  and  the  fifth  of  August 
is  still  honoured  as  the  day  of  bis  martyrdom  m  the 
Roman  nqtartyrology. 
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The  respect  and  veneration  paid  to  St.  Oswald^ 
iu  this  place  and  neighbourhood,  entitles  liim  to 
particular  notice.  A  cross  was  erected  here  to 
his  memory  and  virtues,  at  a  very  early  period; 
probably  not  long  after  his  death.  This  cross 
gave  name  to  the  division.  Hundred  or  Weapon- 
take,  now  corrupted  into  Osgoldcross  *•    It  was 

*  This  division  of  land  was  called  the  Hundfed/as  It  consisted 
often  tythlngs,  and  each  ty thing  consisted  of  ten  freeholders;  so 
tbat  the  Hundred  contained  a  hundred  freeholders  together  with 
their  families,  and  persons  in  a  servile  condition.  To  this  district 
bel<mged  a  court,  called  the  Court  oi  the  Hundred ;  and  a  chief 
Magistrate,  called  the  Hundredary.  It  belonged  to  htm  to  call 
the  courts  to  preside  in  it,  and  put  its  sentence  in  execution. '  AU 
tJie  ireehdders  attended  in  arms,  according  to  the  manner  of  their 
German  ancestors ;  and  as  it  was  the  custom  to  touch  the  spear  of 
the  Hundredary  with  theirs,  in  token  of  submission,  it  was  deno- 
ninafed  Weapontake  from  the  Saxon,  tac,  to  touch. 

The  Weapontake  of  Oswald,  or  Osgoldcross  is  divided  Into 
the  Upper  and  Lower  Division,  and  consists  of  the  following 
Townships  and  Parishes. 

OSGOLDCROSS,  UPPER  DIVISION. 


TOWNSHIPS. 

A  ck  worth, 

Badsworth, 

Thorp  Audlin, 

Upton, 

Bramwith^ 

Bur^wallis, 

Campsall, 

Norton, 

Fenwick^ 

Moss, 

Sutton  and  Askorn, 

Casdefbrd, 

Houghton, 

DanrrngtoOj 

Stapleton, 

Featlierston, 

Purston  Jaglin, 

Water-Fryston, 

Part  of  Ferrybridge;, 

KirinmeatoD^ 


PARISHES. 

Ack  worth. 

>  Badsworth. 

.  Bramwith. 
Burghwalli|. 

^CaropsaO, 


Castlefbrd. 

Darrington* 

Featherston. 


I  Ferry-Fryston,  or  rather  Water* 
V  Fryston. 

Kirksmeaton* 


S2 
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equally  corrupted  at  the  time  of  the  general  survey, 
in  the  reign  of  William  the  conqueror  5  and  is  called 


Pontefract, 

TanshdG 

Car]eton« 

East  Hardwick» 

Knottingley, 

Part  of  Ferrybridge, 

Owsion, 

Carcroft  Hamlet, 

Skellow, 

Skelbrook, 

South  Kirkby,     •. 

South  fIrpsalL 

North  Elnisall, 

West  Hardwick, 

Hassle, 


^Ponteftact. 

vOwston. 
J  < 


Anoine^ 
Hooke, 

•  Goole, 
Rawdifie, 
Cowick, 
Snaith, 
GowdaU, 
Heck, 
Hensall, 
PoUington, 
Balne, 

Part  of  Whitley, 
Kellington, 
BeaghaJl, 
Egbrough, 
Part  of  Whitley, 
Womersley, 
Cridling  Stubs, 
Little  Smeaton, 
Stubs  WaJden, 

•  Adiingfleet, 
Fockerby, 

•  Haldenly  and  Eastoft. 

•  Whitgifi, 

•  Reedness, 

•  Swinfleet, 

•  Ouzefleet^ 


Skelbrooke. 
(South  Kifkby, 

Wragby. 
LOWER  DIVISION. 


^Snaith; 


Kellingtoa. 


Womersley; 


Adiingfleet* 


Whitgift. 


N.B.  *  These  are  allia  Manhlatid,  onHieSouUiSatof  die  lli«r  A* 
IPCf  \o  Thome  and  Doncaiter.  -^oine  onae  juwr  Out 
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i&  DMWs(dfty-bwk  Otgoodcfcm.  If  the  jmMi 
bad  be^n  reteni\y  itopdded,  it  wobM  hate  beea 
cfeovty  Mid  gmphidiilly  expresfied )  and  from  this 
corruption  of  the  name  it  may  be  inferred,  that  tb^ 
ero^  hud  b^en  Wtig  erected,  md  tteit  both  th^  ob- 
ject and  oc<jask>ii  of  it  wefr^  then  almoit  forgotten. 

It  \b  niSitui^  to  Mppo^,  that  the  place  where 
this  €t6^  wa^  et^cMd,  wm  tl^en  a  pl«M  of  some 
importance  and  comi4effttion ;  at  )east^  that  it  eX- 
ceed«d  ev^y  other  within  th©  diviuion.  Tlie  ^rei> 
tion  of  this  titms  at  so  earty  a  period^  will  estabUsh 
the  fiK«,  thar  the  inhabitants  of  thi^  Bafgh  had 
thM  embraced  and  pi^fe^ed  i^hrintianity.  And  is  it 
not  probable  from  lhi«  cireumstanccJ,  that  Oswald 
had  bononndd  the  phtM  by  hi^  royal  pr^cnoe?  that 
he  had  conferred  dome  partk^ular  privil^g^  6n  it* 
inbabiuntd  ?  May  not  be  he  %h^  p^r^on  whd  bnilt 
a  church,  and  a^  a  testimony  of  their  gratitude,  they 
ihn^  honoured  him  1 

It  ^oatd  not  be  earlier  than  th«  middle  df  th^ 
seventh,  nor  later  than  the  eighth  century,  wlien  I  he 
chorch  was  buito^  which  gave  the  name  of  Kirkby 
to  ihti  town.  Within  this  period  lived  thi?  before 
menfiotwtl  Edwfn  and  Owald*  and  aftwtafd* 
Ceolwotf  and  Egbert,  who  abdicated  a  throne  to 
spend  their  last  days  in  devot^n^mong  the  monksi 
Daring  thia  peHod  christian  dmrdiefr  were  effected 
in  most  places  of  importantje,  throogh  tb^i  Northam- 
brian  kingdom ;  several  monasteries  were  built  and 
largely  endowed,  which  supplied  the  churches  with 
a  saotosskm  of  teachers  i  mind  it  is  prohabto  that 
many  of  the  parteh  chut r*<w  may  date  their  ot\0n 
from  about  thfs  period*     Had  they  not  been  now 

*  lliABoifltoflnl^  tfaa  the  yHeeiign»lHiiMii>g»  woftf  crtcted,  hut 
tfni  fMiK^iiDl^  weie  mssd  hi  nliffom  WsfAip,  on  thedetfty  df 
whjchf  others  have  been  built. 

P  * 
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boilt,  the  turbulence  o(  iJie  succeediag  tiinfifH— the 
invasion  of  the  Danes — the  furious  warsi  between 
them  and  the  Saxons,  would  not  adniH  of  leisure 
for  works  of  this  kind. 

Owing  to  the  want  of  ancient  documents,  ,  it  is 
impossible  to.  point  out  with  Certainty  where  the 
first  chriiftji^n  church  stood  ;.'iQriwliat  wa^  Ule-form 
of  the  structure.  It  is  howetor  most  pcobabie  that 
it  occupied  the  siteqf  the  present  church  of  All- 
Saints;  and  from  Che  ^feneration  paid  to  the  cross, 
would  be  built  id  that  &ina.  The  ground  vfUexe  it 
stood  would  be  esteemed  sabred;  and  vvM&^  the 
wood  church  gave  place  to  a  more  permanent 
structure  of  stone,  its  site  would  be  preferred*' 

What  was  tlie  precise  extent  of  the  parish  at 
this  period  cannot  umw  be  ascertained.  Aschuit^hes 
>Mere  at  first  built  only  in  towns  and  cities,  parishes 
would  be  much  more  extensive  than  thiey  Rpw  are; 
and  it  is  not  improbable  that  many  of  the  qpnt^u- 
^us  parishes  miglu  then  be  included  Da  that  of 
Kirkby^  '     . .  , 

•  Theodore,  Archbishop  of  Canteitiury,  obtained  ftoia  tlie 
king  royal  Iicehce$«  that  he,  who  buift  M  church  shouMt  enjoy  the 
|)atronage.t)r  it;  anditbocame  conpnon  ioT  every  Ib^Q^.to  build 
a  cliurcn  on  liis  own  land,  for  the  use  of  his  servants  and  tenants ; 
and  a  faw  ot  Athelstan  proves  that  no  one  could  enjoy  "the  dignity 
df  thane  without  possessing  u  chUrch.  As  there  were  Inferior 
freeholders  who  were  not  able  to  erect  churches  on. their  estates:; 
these  gave  their  tythes,  and  attended  at  the  church  n^rest  p9  them ; 
and  as. the  thanesland  constituted  a  township^  over  which  he 
exercised  civil  jurisdiction,  all  the  surrounding  ^i'^ricts  which 
brought  their  tytiies  to  the  same  ^hutrh  formed  a  parish.  As 
population  increased,  chapels  of  ease  were  erected/ at  this  time 
called  Oratories,  where  the  common  prayprs  only  were  rc^^^  The 
bishops  often  found  it  necessary  to  raise;  theip  into  parish  cliiirches 
and  to  ^rant  them  ful]  parochial  rights  and  piivileg'es.  In  some 
instances,  their  dependence  on  4he  mother  church  was  perpetuated 
by  the  payment  of  the  dues,  though  they  were  ptarimtltetf  to  iidmi- 
nister  all  the  sacraments.  . .        w 
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Daring  the  period  of  the  Saxon  dominion,  Bri- 
tain was  the  theatre  of  long,  bloody,  and  destruc- 
tive wars.  What  from  their  contests  with  the 
Britons,  their  animosities  among  themselves,  and 
lastly  their  fierce  and  desperate  conflicts  with  the 
Danes,  there  were  few  intervals  of  peace.  Yet 
amidst  all  this  confusion  Christianity  was  introduced 
and  established;  and  ttiough  its  mild  spirit,  its  bene- 
volent precepts,  and  genuine  principles,  appea;:e4 
during  that  period  to  produce  little  efiect,  it  has 
gradually  prevailfed  to  soften,  humanize^  and  polish 
this,  as  well  as  every  other  country,  where  it  ba$ 
been  received.  The  idols  of  the  pagans  fell  before 
it,  for 

Not  Mars»  the  lord  of  wounds,  who  scatters  round  • 

The  seeds  of  war,  and  fills  the  rancorous  heart 

With  Gorgon  poisons,  can  assist  his  fanes ; 

Nor  Venus  can  avail,  not  her  vile  boy. 

The  golden  statues  of  Minerva  faJi, 

The'  fools  proclaim  her  goddess  of  tlic  arts ; 

Nor  he  for  whoro^  as  ancient  fictions  sing. 

The  leafy  vines,  their  precious  branches  spread. 

Can  prop  the  columns  nodding  with  their  gods. 

The  mubles  tremble  with  terrific  craskj 

And  the  vast  fsJ>rtc  rushes  into  dust. 

Ev'n  Neptune  rumoorM  sovereign  of  the  waves. 

Who  by  his  swelling  billows  rules  the  main. 

He  cannot  save  his  sculpturM  effigies. 

Whose  marble  brows  the  golden  leaves  surround. 

Not  ev'n  Alcides  who  tl)e  centaurs  crush'd. 

And  dar'd  the  fiery  brciith  of  prowling  Cacus, 

When  from  his  throat  his  words  in  flames  were  pour'd, 

Tho*  his  right  handsthe  dreadful  club  may  grasp. 

Can  shield  his  temples  when  the  Christian  prays. 


*«  lOSTOIlV  OF  POirrEPIlACT. 


SECTION  III. 

Inquiry  ini^  ihe  ConjslUuiiQn  and  FriviUgef  qf  IbU 
Burgh  uni^r  t/tc  S(^XQm. 

M.  HAT  this  was  a  burgli  in  the  tkn?  of  ^ward 
the  Confes6or  is  certain,  ff<im  evidence  (h«  most 
decisive;  but  how  long  it  enjoyed  this  privilege 
anterior  to  this  period  \s  Hneertain  *•  If  the  popu« 
lation  was  such  as  to  render  it  advisable  to  build  a 
church  in  the  seventh  century,  it  may  be  presumed 
it  would  then  be  accounted  a  Burgh,  apd  probably 
might  be  so  accounted  from  the  time  UiQ  Sfixons 
obtained  possessipn  of  the  plaoe. 

The  term  borough,  in  its  original  Saxon 
borgh,  is  said  by  Bracton  to  signify  primarily  a 
tything,  or  a  compaay  of  ten  fw^iUes  of  freemen, 
who  were  boupd  or  Go«)bvi#d  together  ^  each 
others  pledge ;  and  hence  a  pledge  is  called  borh. 
This  territorial  division  h?is  been  ascribed  to 
Alfred,  but  withput  any  foundation,  as  it  is  UQticed 
in  the  laws  of  Edgar.  3y  his  Uw  it  is  thus  eiiacted, 
"  Every  man  shaH  find  «nd  have  borh,  and  the 
borh  shall  produce  him  to  every  legal  charge,'  and 
shall  l^eep  him,  and  if  he  have  done  wrong  and 
escapes,  his  borh  shall  bear  wlxat  be  ought  tphave 
borne.  But  if  it  he  theft»  aud  tha  boch  cm  bring 
him  forward  within  twelve  months,  then  what  the 
borh  paid  shall  be  returned.*' 

*  Vid.  Doomsday-book,  among  the  possessions  of  Ilbert  de 
Lacy«  under  the  manor  of  Taleshall. 
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From  hence  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  district 
•ad  division  of  land  which  they  posisesaed^  who  fonnd 
borh,  or  were  pledges  for  each  others  good  and 
peaoeable  behaviour,  formed  the  limits  of  their  juris- 
diction. Whatever  miglit  be  tlie  number  of  freemen 
H'ho  inhabited  a  burgh  originally,  or  whatever  their 
number  by  the  increase  of  population,  the  limits  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  such  burgh  still  remained.  And 
it  is  not  improbable  that  the  ancient  tjrthings  were 
nearly  of  equal  extent  with  our  preteut  townships, 
imd  th«  bounds  of  our  present  boroughs. 

As  castles  and  other  fortifications  were  built  for 
the  defence  of  towns,  tlie  term  burgh  came  to  sig- 
nify a  fortified  place.  According  to  Verslegan,  all 
places  which  had  this  name  were  one  way  or 
other  fortified. 

The  land  and  houses  within  a  burgh  might 
belong  to  the  king,  or  to  some  of  the  tlian^s,  or 
bishops.  In  Canterbury  Edward  had  fifty-one 
burgesses^;  in  Iilath  sixty-four;  and  ninety  bur- 
gesses of  other  men  are  mentioned  t-  ^n  Romenel 
twepty^^five  burgesses  belonged  to  the  archbishop  J? 

Oa  the  authority  of  the  Dodftworth  manuscript^ 

«  DooBMM^y^  FoL  %  t  Ibid  100. 

X  lhi4  b7  •  ''  TIht  burgeaies  and  tradesmen^  in  great  to wn8«  h«4 
in  tke  leiga  of  Edwitrd  the  CoQfescor«  their  pslronft«  under  wh<)sf 
protection  thejr  tadsd  «sd  peid  «i  acknowledgmetu  tb«refoce } 
or  oke,  were  in  a  laoie  sorviie  coediiiom  as  being,  in  Donwm 
% u  n/  lUiurum,  altogether  ueder  the  p^wer  oH  the  king  or  other 
lords/'  Brady  on  burghs.  This  edveeale  for  the  prerogatives  of  the 
erewn,  tad  eeeniy  to  the  repoeient^live  branch  o^'our  excellent 
«Mtt(itiitiQn,  MKMid  lead  hit  leader  to  believe,  that  burgesses  wer? 
in  m>  better  itsle  than  Ihe  lervile*  but  eqiially  subject  to  the  will  of 
ttne  bed.  It  U  true»  they  wreie  mi^ect  to  tiie  land  proprietors,  at 
nntiog  homes  or  land  bekmging  to  them )  but  it  does  not  appear 
ban  any  autherity  Ke  ha)  prodi4oed«  that  they  were  in  tliatt 
^vgnM  state^  Im  Wis  deKrtbed«  tU  oppressed  by  th^  ^nqueror* 
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Camden  informs  us  that  one  Aske  *  was  the  first 
Saxon  proprietor  of  this  place;  and  that  it  di^ 
scended  by  due  succ*ession  to  one  Alric,  from 
whom  William  the  Conqueror  took  it.  He  had 
issue,  Swayne,  who  had  Adam  Fitz  Swayne,  who 
had  twof  daughters;  one  of  whom  married  Gaufrede 
Neville,  and. the  other  Thomas  Brough  f- 

Burghs  were  generally  inhabited  by  tradesmen 
and  mechanics.  They  enjoyed  the  exclusive  privelege 
of  fairs  and  markets:  and  the  commerce  <^  the 
nation  centered  in  them.  By  this  privilege  they 
were  distinguished  from  the  villages,  which  were 
inhabited  by  ceorls  and  villani,  or  fetrmers  and 
husbandmen. 

Burgesses  were  not  considered  in  this  period  as 

Madox  hat  proved,  (hat  the  burghs  of  the  king  were  only  subject 
to  a  fee-farm  rent ;  and  as  this  was  very  moderate,  they  may  be 
considered  as  the  proprietors,  and  bdding  by  burgage  tenure, 
vf  bich  Cooke  considers  as  a  species  of  free  socage. 

*  The  family  of  the  Aske's,  oontmued  in  this  county  till  the 
time  of  Charles  I.  The  seat  of  the  family  was  at  Aske,  in  tlic 
parish  of  Easby,  in  Richmondshire.  One  Wyhomere,  bearing  the 
arms  of  Aske,  was  a  kinsman  to  Allen,  first  Earl  of  Britain,  in  the 
reign  of  the  Conqueror,  which  AHen  had  the  EarUom  o£  Richmond, 
given  him  by  the  said  William  the  Conqueror,  and  gave  to  this 
Wyhomere  the  manor  of  Aske.  He  majried  Annabell,  daughter 
of  Sir  John  Nevtlle,  of  Hornby  and  Hooton,  Knight,  had  issue, 
Conan,  Werner,  Warine,  Roger,  Hugh.  The  manor  of  Aske 
continued  in  this  &mily,  and  a  branch  o4'  it  married  the  daughter 
and  heiress  of  de  la  Haye,  of  Aughton,  on  the  Derwent ;  by  which 
marriage,  they  became  Lords  of  Ellerton  and  Aughton,  and 
patrons  of  Ellerton  Abbey,  near  Howden. 

t  Stowe's  An.  p.  115.  It  i^  difficult  to  reconcile  the  above 
account  of  the  Saxon  proprietors,  with  the  ^  silence  of  doomsday- 
book.  The  manor  of  Tateshall  is  «aid  to  have  belonged  to  the 
king  in  the  time  of  Edward,  and  as  the  burgh  of  Kirkby  is  noticed 
in  connection  with  Tateshall,  without  any  Saxon  proprietor  being 
mentioned,  it  is  natural  to  infer,  that  it  equally  belonged  to  the 
king.    The  king  might  indeed  grant  hi«  right -in  the  burgh,  of 
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eminent  either  for  fheir  rank  or  prbpefty.  A  con- 
siderable part  were  such  as  by  their  good  conduct, 
and  the  generosity  of  their  Lords,  had  obtained 
their  freedom.  For  among  the  Saxons  slavery  not 
only  existed,  but  was  acknowledged  by  the  laws,  and 
regularly  organized  into  a  system.  In  conveyances 
of  land,  slaves  are  mentioned  with  the  stock,  and 
disposed  of  in.  the  sam6  manner*.  Many  of  the 
slave3  were  the  remains, of  the  conqnered  Britons; 
and  others  were  such  pf^rsons  as  had  forfeited  their 
freedom  by  their  crimes  f. 

On  llie  conversion;  of  the  Saxons,  the  mild  influ- 
ence  of  Christianity  was  felt  by  this  unliappy  class 
of  society.  It  became  ctstomary  for  the  bishops 
aod  abbots  to  manumit,  tbe  slaves  attached  to  the 
property  appropriated  to  them.  Other  persons,  by 
being  taught  to  consider  act^  of  benevolence  as  a 
religious  duty,  imitated  their  example;  and  in  their 
wills  they  frequently  bec|ijieathed  the  boon  of  free^ 
dom  to  their  slaves  I*. 

what  is  DOW  caDed  the  fee-farm  rent,  to  the  above  family ;  which 
tbej  nifjtit  codtiiiue^  tb  eiijoy  without  ever  Obtaining  it  as  a 
freehold  iidbcritdDce;  In  ihmrcAm,  thought^  would  be  consideN 
fd  t&kxdi  ai'  l&iskbf,  inpi^pbputar  sense,  €hey -would  not  be  noticed 
in  Dooraday^book,  as  not  bemg  the  proprietbnr. 

*  Idao  jnaumcfBtion  of  property  on  an  .estate,  it  is  said  ther6' 
were  all  faondred  abeep,  i  fifty*«6ve  swine,  two  men,  and  five  yoked 
oxeiu.  5GAl.»'*iJjBripu431;  •    ! 

A  ^iike  K^'Mercia, .  kl  a.  donation  to  a  churcbr  gave  six  men, 
with  all  .thetr-  offspring  and  4h<;ir  (wnfy,  .'that  they  may  alwayl 
beloQg  to.tbe.said  courch  ^i.pespetual  folierkance.   Hicke's  Diss. 

Ep.  P,.  li  ..:.■■>         . 

t  Ilk  the  Mw«  rf  Imi  k  it  eiweted  '« tbiit  if  a  freeman  worlc 
00  a  Sunday,  wifchotai  his  jard'^  orders^  he  shall  kise  his  liberty,  of 
pay  sixty  shillings    Lnof.  Inse^  15.    . 

;  A  landholder,  in  Edgar's  time>  in  hU  will,  directed  (haC 

thirteen  of  his  slaves  isbouU.  be  liberated  as  the  lot  shouU  decide. 

,    3Gal»*s  Scrip.  407.  .  . 
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Tbose  \fbo  had  thuii  obtaified  their  free^Mi 
were  colled  Frilasin.  Sotkie  of  them  bectiine  a^** 
cultumt  labourers^  ftnd  look  land  of  the  dergy 
and  great,  paying  them  an  atihnal  rentj  but  th« 
chief  part  went  and  resided  in  the  burghs,  and  be- 
came bnrgesses.  In  the  bnrghd,  daring'  the  Sas^ofi 
period,  etery  freeman,  or  Ibeedmaiv,  who  o<?ctipied 
a  house,  and  paid  biit  gafa^  or  rent,  wa^  a  burgess. 
The  theows,  or  snch  a^  had  lost  their  freedoffi,  and 
tlie  hereditary  slairei^  m  being  the  property  of  their 
masters,  though  they  resided  within  the  burgh^ 
were  not  admitted  to  enjoy  the  rightiK  and  mbk  of 
burgesses,. 

Freedom  deserves  to  be  noiieed  a«  the./F^i/  prh 
vilege^  the  burgesses  of  Kif kby  enjoyed*.  While  the 
slave  was  doomed  to  tuit  for  Ms  lord)  boweter 
severe  and  oppressive*  the  freeman  could  work  for 
any  employer  he  ohose^  This  was  a  valuable  right, 
as  it  secnred  to  the  fheen^an  mild  treatment.  A 
slave  for  the  most  trifling  fault  might  bo  whipped; 

«  The  Ediiof  camiol  buAkment^  Ornt  in  thacnliglitflMdl  peMd 
in  which  hs  livwy  wfasn  Ihe  nghtsiaad  dlitie*  «f  nt*  afe*  HiopS 
clearly  aicertained  >  whes  »  Mwid  t>hiki9opliy  h4^  ndt  OKAf  cHoelM^ 
ed  the  circle  of  the  tcieHces^  but  has  enlightened  thv  MwfawlMiOing 
and  efkl^g^  theaicial  afiectioiiB  ^^^wkni  Rer«taliDli  is  JUlfhitted 
as  the  te^t  of  Inith  add  duty;  t^heti  tbilMaiUfii,  "  WlMM^ 
ever  ye  would,  thai  men  should  do  t4  yoi|^  d6  y«  lris»  16  tbMiy'* 
i»adnMfed  foriU  ctfOcheOen,  ihnplisily^  mtlAflfofrMyi  Jtkvery 
%Lv»Ad  s4>II  bo  ciKdun^ed*  HehopM  tha  dsyk  not  tkldiattnt, 
viWit  It  wme  of  duty  will  prevsH  ovtr  ptfumA  IttlsnMi,  Add  ikk 
reproach  of  our  nation  be  for  ever  done  away.  Though  hiAefl^ 
tke  oflRBrts  of  a  WlllMrfor6e  and  othtr  iirtotidl  tff  HulMnity,  ^  have 
not  hern  trowncd  tvitb  lUcoeM^  th«y  kkr0  aoi  M»ur«d  )M  vaiNw 
They  have  produced  a  spirit  of  4nqaAtyf  Hkky  ksmt  dUfKMdJ  tH* 
fij^lke  of  Hie  slavc^rade )  tbey  hata  Ittid  a  fiHifldtttioii  for  its 
abolition;  and  their  mnnes  d«»rv«^  Md  Will  b«  Isodetf  #0Wa  14 
posterity^  with  honour  and  respect* 
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but  a  freeman  was  exempt  from  this  disgraceful 
punishment.  If  any  person  put  a  freeman  into 
bonds,  the  law  enjoined  a  fine  of  twenty  shillings, 
a  great  sum  in  those  days,  and  which  demonstrates 
the  high  regard  the  Saxons  bad  for  liberty.  If  a 
freeman  was  accused  of  any  crime,  he  was  judged 
by  his  peers;  while  the  master  was  both  judge  and 
jury  oyer  his  slaves.  How  valuable  was  the  privi* 
lege  of  being  a  burgess,  when  so  many  endured 
the  galling  yoke  of  vassalage. 

Burgesses  could  acquire  property  and  dispose 
of  it  according  to  their  own  pleasure.  The 
avenue  to  wealth  and  honour  was  open  before  them; 
and  this  circumstance  could  not  fail  to  impart 
energy  to  their  exertions,  which  would  in  many 
cases  be  crowned  with  success.  When  the  condition 
of  a  man  is  such  as  to  preclude  the  hope  of  realiz- 
ing property,  and  of  bequeathing  it  to  the  pbjects 
of  his  regard,  the  noUest  motive  to  industry  is  de- 
stroyed; and  the  mind  sinks  into  an  apathy  respect- 
ing both  present  and  future  concerns.  But  bur* 
gesses  and  fi'eemeh  could  attain  to  the  highest  rank 
and  dignity.  By  a  law  of  Athelstan  it  is  expressly 
declared,  *^  that  if  a  ceorl,  or  farmer,  And  of  course 
any  other  freeman,  have  the  full  proprietorship  of 
five  hides  of  land,  a  church,  and  kitchen,  a  bell- 
house,  a  bufgh-gate  seat,  and  an  appropriate  office 
in  the  king's  hall,  he  shall  thenceforth  be  a  thane 
by  right.  The  same  laws  provide,  that  a  thane 
may  arrive  at  the  dignity  of  an  earl,  and  a  merchant, 
who  went  three  times  over  the  sea  with  his  own 
craft*  might  become  a  thane  *.  Though  burgesses, 
as  mechanics  and  tradesmen,  did  not  rank  high,  yet, 
as  freemen^  who  might  aspire  and  attain  to  the 
»  WuK.  I-eg.  Sax.  70,  and  7 1 . 

G  * 
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honours  of  nobility,  their  condition  was  reputable; 
The  houses  or  land  which  they  held  of  the  king  or 
superior*  lord,  they  could  sell  or  dispose  of,  reser- 
ving the  rights  of  the  king  or  the  lord.  They  had 
the  privilege  to  device  such  houses  or  land  by  will, 
nor  was  the  devisee,  subject  to  any  relief,  or  other 
feudal  burden,  but  on  the  demise  of  the  proprietor^ 
entered  into  immediate  possession  of  the  property 
devisedk 

The  tythings  and  burghs  enjoyed  the  privilege 
of  choosing  their  oWn  peace  officers^  and  governing 
themselves  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land.  All 
government  is  unquestionably  derived  from  parental 
authority.  A  family  is  naturally  governed  by  its 
parents,  and  its  ramifications  by  the  aged.  The 
father,  says  Homer,  is  the  legislator  of  his  wife 
and  children.  Among  most  barbarous  tribes  the 
aged  ancestors  have  prescribed  rules  of  mutual  be- 
haviour, and  have  adjudged  disputes.  That  our 
Saxon  forefathers  were  governed  in  this  manner  is 
evident  from  the  fact,  that  the  words  of  their  lan- 
guage which  denote  authority  also  express  age  *. 

The  government  of  the  burgh  was  simple,  but 
efficient.  As  all  the  burgesses  choose  the  burgh- 
reve,  so  all  the  burgesses  when  met  together  formed 
the  burgh-mote,  or  court  in  which  causes  were 
Iried  and  determined  f.  Though  the  ealdermen 
would  be  respected  for  their  age  and  experience, 
and  their  opinion  would  have  considerable  influence 

•  In  the  Saxon  version  of  the  Scrip.  Gen.  xlv.  8.  which 
states,  that  Joseph  was  appointed  ruler  over  Eg^'pt,  the  words  are 
"  sette  into  ealdre  over  Egypta  land.'*  Caesar  is  called  "  cyninga 
yldest/'  die  eldest  king.  Vid.  Turner,  Hist.  Ang.  Sax.  Vol.  IV. 
p.  10. 

t  On  account  of  the  circumstance  of  all  the  burgesses  formini^ 
the  burgh-mote,  this  court  is  oAen  called  the  iblk-gemote. 
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in  the  decision  of  the  qourt,  they  do  not  appear  to 
have  had  any  legal  authority  above  other  burgesses. 

Any  burgess/  during  this  period,  might  be 
chosen  burgh- reve.  The  duty  of  this  magistrate 
consisted  in  keeping  the  peace;  in  calling  the  court 
of  the  burg^i-mote,  and  presiding  in  it;  in  putting 
the  sentence  of  the  court  in  execution;  and  in 
collecting  the  rents  due  to  the  king  or  lord. 

The  time  for  the  meeting  of  the  burgji^mote 
was  fixed  by  the  law,  in  the  reign  of  Canute.  This 
court  was  to  be  held  at  least  three  times  every 
year.  As  all  the  burgesses  together  with  the  burgh- 
reve,  formed  the  court,  the  manner  of  deciding 
causes  was  similar  to  what  obtains  in  our  present 
house  of  peers,  where  every  peer  sits  in  his  own 
right  on  any  judicial  proceeding.  The  trial  by 
a  jury  of  tvoelve  men  did  not  generally  obtain,  but 
every  freeman,  if  a  burgess,  was  tried  by  the  other 
burgesses  his  peers,  whatever  their  number  might 
be*.  This  mode  of  proceeding  answered  all  the 
ends  of  substantial  justice;  and  ultimately  led  to  the 
grand  assize,  or  trial  by  twelve  honest  and  substan- 
tial men;  the  great  palladium  of  British  liberty. 

Whether  the  burghs  possessed  any  political  im- 
portance, whether  they  were  in  any  loay  represented, 

*  In  the  documents  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  period,  which  have 
come  down  to  us,  we  find,  that  tlie  principle  of  a  man's  being  tried 
bj  his  peers  or  equals  was  generally  recognized  and  established. 
This  appears  in  the  laws  of  Wehtraed,  "  where  the  clergyman  is 
to  be  acquitted  by  four  of  his  equals,  and  the  ceorlick  by  four  of 
his  own  rank."  Leg.  Wiht.  Wi!k.  p.  12.  In  case  of  plundering 
the  dead,  the  law  required  the  oalh  of  forty-eight  thanes  to  clear 
the  accased.  Leg.  Inx.  Wiik.  27.  These  appear  to  be  chosen 
from  the  shire-gcmote,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  evi- 
dence of  the  fact,  and  whose  verdict,  like  that  of  a  modern  jurv 
w^  to  be  decisive. 
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in  the  Saxon  witena*gemote,  or  parliament,  it  is 
not  possible  now  decisively  to  ascertain.  What 
were  the  qualifications  of  such  as  attended  this 
assembly^  whether  they  attended  in  virtue  of  their 
own  right,  or  whether  as  the  representatives  of  other 
land  proprietors,  are  questions  which  cannot  bow 
be  satisfactorily  answered. 

It  has  been  supposed  that  the  burgh-reve  became 
the  representative  of  the  burgh  in  the  gemote  of 
the  hundred,  in  the  shire-gemote,  and  in  the  witena* 
gemote  or  Saxon  parliament  *. 

As  the  burgesses  enjoyed  various  privileges^  so 
the  imposts  to  which  they  were  subject  were  de* 
finite  and  easy.  In  the  kings  expedition  every 
five  hides  of  land  f  appear  to  have  furnished  one  man; 

*  St.  a  hand's  Ess.  on  the  legislative  authority.  Among 
the  persons  who  sign  to  an  act  of  the  witena^gemote^  at  Clofeshoe, 
in  ^24,  is  one  who  mentions  the  circumstance  of  his  being  chosen« 
"  Ego  Beonna  decttis  consent  et  subscrib.''  Astles  MS.  charters. 
No.  12, 

t  As  hides  of  hind,  oxgangs,  and  knights  fees,  wHI  fiequentlj 
occur,  it  may  be  necessary  to  give,  once  for  all,  a  general  expla- 
nation of  these  terms. 

A  carucate  of  land,  a  plough-land,  or  a  hide  of  land,  is  not  of 
any  certain  content,  but  as  much  as  a  plough  can  by  course  of 
husbandry  plough  in  a  year,  and  may  contain  a  messuage,  wood, 
meadow,  and  pasture.  The  oicgang  was  invariably  one  eighth 
part  of  a  carucate,  whatever  mi^htbe  the  number  of  acres  contained 
therein. 

In  Doomsday  inquisition,  the  arable  land  is  estimated  in 
carucates,  tl^e  pasture  in  hides,  and  the  meadow  in  acres.—- Skene 
makes  the  carucate  the  same  as  the  hide  of  land.  In  a  manuscript 
law  book,  written  by  Ambrose  Cooper,  Esq.  a  student  in  one  of 
the  Inns  of  court  in  the  year  1579,  it  is  laid  down  as  a  rule,  that  a 
hide  ofiand  consisted  of  a  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  was  made 
up  of  the  folbwihg  ps^: — ^ten  acres  make  a  ferundel  or  farding- 
deal,  four  ferundels  a  yard  land,  and  four  yard  lands  a  hide,  so  four 
hides  or  sue  hundred  and  forty  acres,  made  a  knights  fee.    When  a 
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and  the  burghs  a  number  proportioned  to  their 
population.  Doomsday-book  furnishes  various  in- 
stances of  the  number  of  men  different  burghs  were 
to  raise  ^.  From  the  state  of  population  i^  respect 
to  other  place,  the  burgh  of  Kirkby  would  not  have 
above  one  man  to  raise  and  support ;  a  very  mo- 
derate war-tax,  if  compared  with  that  of  the  present 
imes;  and  particularly  so,  when  it  is  considered  that 
tbis^was  the  only  tas:  the  people  had  to  pay  ^ 

knights  fee  was  taxed  at  forty  shillings^  a  yard  land  paid  two 
shillings  and  sixpence^  and  so  in  proportion,  so  that  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  made  one  great  knights  fee,  which  paid  for  a 
teller  one  hundred  shillings.    Blount.  A.  T. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  the  above  account,  Ihe  learned  Selden 
9iserts,  that  the  quantity  was  doubtless  uncertain.  He  agrees  in 
the  ^ve  general  description  of  it,  and  his  observation  is  certainly 
verj  just,  that  it  must  of  necessity  vary  according  to  the  nature 
of  tiie  sot!,  and  custom  of  husbandry  In  every  county.  He  also  cites 
a  record,  which  shews  that  it  had  been  uncertain  for  agds  before 
he  wrote,  which  is  from  an  old  court  bbok,of  the  manor  of  Cran- 
fidd,  parcel  of  the  possessions  of  the  Abbey  of  Ramsay,  where  the 
homage  at  a  court  of  survey,  held  there  in  the  time  of  Henry  IIL 
said  they  did  not  know  how  many  slcres  made  a  yard  land, 
because,  somedmes  four  hundred  and  eighty  acr^s,  and  Sometimes 
fewer  made  a  yard  land,  and  that  four  yard  lands  made  a  hidb*'--^ 
The  measure  of  a  carucate,  appears  to  have  differed  in  respect  of 
place,  as  well  as  time.  In  the  reign  of  Richard  I.  it  was  csti« 
mated  at  sixty  acres,  and  in  a  charter  of  the  same  reign,  at  one 
hundred  acres.  In  the  time  of  Edward  I.  at  one  hundreki  and 
eighty  acres;  and  in  the  twenty-third  £d  ward  III.-  at  Buroester, 
one  hundred  and  twelve  acres;  and  inMiddleton,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres.  The  carucate  plough-land  or  iiide,  in  general,  is 
estim^ated  at  one  hundred  acres. 

*  Doomsday-^book,  con.  Devon,  Exeter,  was  to  serve  as  for 
five  hides  of  e.  i.  land,  t6  ruse  one  man.  It  is  said  of  Beilishire,  "  if 
the  king  should  send  an  army  any  where,  only  one  soldier  should 
go  for  five  hides  of  land,  and  for  his  victuals  and  pay,  every 
hide  was  to  give  him  four  shillings  for  two  months.''  ^9^ 
Berokescire. 
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SECTION  IV. 

On  the  Norman  Conquest^  and  the  changes  it  pro^ 
duced  in  this  Borough. 

X  HE  conquest^  as  it  is  called,  of  William,  the 
bastard  of  Normandy,  forms  a  distinguished  era  in 
the  annals  of  Britain^  and  effected  such  changes 
in  the  government,  laws,  and  institations  of  this 
country,  as  entitle  it  to  particular  notice  and  at- 
tention. 

This  event,  so  fatal  to  the  independence,  free- 
dom and  happiness  of  the  country,  is  closely  con- 
nected with  the  influence  the  clergy  had  acquired ; 
an  influence  founded  on  the  blind  submission  of  the 
lower,  and  in  many  instances  of  the  higher  orders 
of  the  state,  to  their  usurped  authority,  from  the 
munificence  of  kings  and  private  individuals,  they 
had  not  only  acquired  a  competency,  but  enjoyed 
immense  possessions.  They  had  not  only  secured 
a  tenth  of  the  produce  of  the  land,  but  had  become 
the  chief  land  proprietors ;  and  as  power  follows 
property,  their  influence  in  tlie  state  may  easily  be 
conjectured.    Spelman  observes,  that  in  the  time  of 

William,  all  the  land  in  the  kingdom  Avas  divided 
into  sixty  tliousand  two  hundred  andjijteen  knights 
feesy  and  of  these  the  church  possessed  twenty^ 
eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  .fifteen^  nearly  one 
half  of  the  kingdon^.  Although  William  had  con- 
ferred  some  lands  on  the  church  for  the  pious  ser- 
vices its  dutiftl  sons  had  rendered  to  himself;  the 
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above  fact  will  support  the  conclusion,  that  the 
clergy  had  acquired  an  influence  in  the  state,  dan- 
gerous to  its  liberties  and  independence. 

Property  in  the  possession  of  lay  persons,  is 
not  long  stationary,  but  is  ever  circulating  by 
means  of  the  vices,  marriages,  or  deaths  <^  its 
possessors.  But  property  devoted  to  the  church, 
or  clergy,  as  forming  a  spiritual  corporation,  which 
never  dies,  became  inalienable ;  so  that  this  body 
appeared  likely  to  realize  in  practice  what  they 
maintained  in  theory,  ^'  That  dominion  is  founded 
in  grace."  Property  extorted  from  the  hopes  and 
fears  of  men  in  their  departing  moments,  often  at 
the  expence  of  their  dearest  connections,  was  con- 
tinually encreasing  the  wealth  of  the  church,  which 
received  all,  but  parted  with  nothing. 

At  this  period  the  clergy,  separated  from  the 
vulgar  by  their  general  habits,  and  the  sanctity  of 
their  calling,  formed  a  kind  of  independent  body 
in  the  state,  subject  to  the  bishops  of  Rome. 
These,  on  the  establishment  of  Christianity  in  the 
empire,  had  acquired  a  dignity  in  the  church  equal 
to  that  of  the  city  in  which  they  resided.  On  the 
subversion  of  the  empire,  they  artfully  availed 
themselves  of  every  circumstance  to  increase  their 
power  and  acquire  dominion :  and  were  so  success- 
ful that  they  appear  to  have  perpetuated  the  autho- 
rity of  the  CaBsars  in  the  exercise  of  their  spiritual 
power  over  the  nations  of  Europe.  William,  who 
had  no  legal  claim  to  the  crown  of  England,  applied 
to  the  bishop  of  Rome  for  his  warrant,  to  seize  it 
by  force.  This  warrant  was  readily  granted,  and 
every  pious  son  of  the  church  was  enjoined  to  aid 
and  assist  him  in  the  enterprise.  He  collected  an 
Anny,    invaded   England,    and  on   the  death   of 
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Harold^  at  the  battle  of  Hastings,  todc  possession 
ef  the  throne  and  kingdom. 

The  Saxons,  who  were  not  inferior  to  the  Nor- 
mans, either  in  prudence  or  courage,  had  to  contend 
for  near  a  century  before  they  effected  the  conquest 
of  the  kingdom.  What  reason  can  be  assigned, 
ivhy  one  partial  engagement  should  now  decide  the 
£ite  of  the  same  kingdom  ?  The  reason  is  obvious, 
the  clergy  betrayed  the  liberties  and  interests  of 
their  country.  To  have  opposed  William,  would 
have  been  to  have  opposed  the  lord's  anointed. 
After  the  battle  of  Hastmgs,  they  exerted  all  their 
influence  to  prevent  the  electionof  Edgar  Atheling 
to  the  throne ;  and  persuaded  the  citizens  of  London 
to  open' their  gates,  and  give  William  the  possession 
of  the  capital; 

For  some  little  time  William  acted  with  lenity ; 
but  as  soon  as  his  power  was  established,  he  threw  oif 
the  mask  and  displayed  the  ferocity  of  his  temper. 
The' Saxon  kings  had  enjoyed  lands  for  the  support 
of  their  crown  and  dignity,  fn  the  time  of  Edward, 
tho  crown  lands  consisted  of  one  thousand  four  hun^ 
dred  and  twenty-two  manors,  in  different  counties. 
In  right  of  the  crown  these  belonged  to  William. 
Not  willing  to  alienate  his  own  property  to  satisfy 
his  needy  followers,  he  soon  found  some  occasion 
to  murder  or  banish  the  Saxon  nobles,  and  other 
inferior  land  proprietors,  and  gave  their  possessions 
to  his  friends.  On  Ilbert  de  Lacy  he  bestowed  the 
burgh  of  Kirkby,  with  all  that  immense  territory 
included  within  the  honour  of  Pontefract  *. 

*  The  following  is  the  aooount  given  of  thi<  burgh  at  the 
time  of  tlie  Doomsday  gurve/,  and  clearly  establishes  &e  above 
.  feet. 
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Had  the  conquest  only  effected  a  change  in  the 
proprietors  of  land,  it  would  soon  have  been  for- 
gotten.    But  William,  not  content  with  rewarding 

j^TdTatsshall.  sunt.  xvi.  car  tra?  sine  g«Ido.  ubi  pos$.'  ee. 
X  villi,  car.  Hoc  ^  hb  rex.  Nc  ht  Ilbtus  ibi.  iiii.  car.  et.  lx. 
bargemes  minutos.  vii.  coteros  et  xv  i.  uill.  et.  viii.  bord.  hntes 
XVIII.  car.  Ibi.  e.  aeccla  et  pbr.  et  1.  piscaria,  et  iii.  mold  redd. 
iLiu  sd.  et  III.  ac  pti.  Silua  past.  .l.Iev  Ig.  et  dim  lat.Tot  m.  1. 
lev.  et  dim  Ig.  et  dim  lat.  T.R.E.  ual.  xx.  lib.  m.  xv.  lib.  Infra 
lianc  ceta  ctinet  elemosina  paupum. 

Ad  eunde    maner    adiacet  H  Soca.    Manestorp.    Barnebl. 
Silcbestone.  Simul.  v.  car  trae  et  dim  ad  gid.  ubi  poss.  ee.  v. 
car.  Ibi.  sunt  ix.  uilli.  et.  iii.  bord.  hntes.  iiii.  car. 

Doomsday-book,  Vol.  I.  p.  316. 

The  following  remarks  may  explain  this  account: — ^The  manor 
ofTatesball,  is  the  present  township  ofTanshelf;  which,  though 
not  within  the  borough,  forms  a  part  of  the  present  town  of 
Pontefract.  In  ijfie  time  of  the  Saxons,  places  derived  theirnames 
from  those  who  inhabited  them ;  but  after  the  conquest,  a  custom 
the  reverse  of  this  prevailed,  and  persons  derived  their  names  from 
the  place  where  they  resided.  Some  one  of  the  name  of  Tate 
enjoyed  this  manor  undei:  the  king,  and  by  connecting  with  his  own 
Dame  the  term,  Hall»  or  place  of  residence,  gave  denomination  to  it. 
The  fiunily  name  of  Tate,  with  the  addition  of  the  Saxon  Ham, 
home  or  ville,  Tatham,  continued  in  Tanshelf,  till  within  a  few 
years.  Some  of  this  family  have  been  respectable  for  property, 
and  were  mayors  of  Pontefract.'  Tatham's  yard  is  a  name  now 
given  to  some  houses  in  Tanshelf,  and  which  will  probably  per- 
petuate the  name  of  this  ancient  Saxon  hmWy.  The  modern 
appellation  seems  derived  from  tliis,  by  an  easy  corruption  in  tlie 
pronunciation,  as  Tatshall,  Tanshall,  Tanshelf. 

The  burgh  of  Kirkby  is  not  mentioned  by  name,  but  is  included 
asapart  oTthe  manorof  Tateshall;  and  what  follows  unquestion- 
ably contains  a  description  of  its  state  at  that  period.  In  the  Dooms- 
day survey,  many  places  are  omitted  by  name,  either  through  haste 
or  from  some  other  cause,  which  are  clearly  described  under  some 
ether  neighbouring  district. 

The  number  of  burgesses,  together  with  those  in  a  servile 
slate,  a^iounts  only  to  an  hundred  families ;  and  reckoning  on  an 
average,  five  to  a  4mily,  the  population  of  the  place  at  that  period^ 
consisted  only  of  five  hundred  persons,  men,  women  and  childre;i. 
When  we  reflect  on  the  bloody  waf  s  during  the  heptar9hy ;  on  the 
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bid  Ml6wer^  #ilb  th6  Idticte  df  tli6  S»09i  )>ti>^Cfiors, 
h^  i^iibrerted  the  constitiltidni  and  introdttcod  fttid 
estftblidb^  thg  feodal  ^ystelA ;  6  sy^tctn  Crf  orgMid^ 

Dttii#h  Ihtttsicto,  aadlhfe  cdnleAs  Wifli  thd  CdfAqiM»,  Ihtftuk 
sCatfe  t>F  po|^iation  Will  excito  no  suf  ph'zc. 

There  is  lid  thane  or  Ic^J  df  Kirlcby  iheiltidtlM.  As  thk 
rnufvey  goes  bsck  to  Edw^^d,  ahd  as  f A  tyth^  pfik^eii,  ihe  tintnes 
aAd  earls  are  spfebiH^d  as  proprietors,  does  not  this  cSicuittsUtxre 
Hnpty  that  it  was  tMk  ih  the  (k>s^sioh  of' the  kihg  ? 

The  burgesses  appear  to  have  beeti  bhieAy  mechknics  and 
tradiesm^n,  as  dhly  ^i^te^n  pbu^-tands  Ivere  in  possesshTh  tif  the 
bdrgfeSses  and  the  'serVite.  The  carucat^  «r  plough-land,  if 
estimated  at  60  actes,  the  i^rhote  v^ill  giire  bttly  1080  aer^,  Ot 
aboQt  \X)  to  each  person.  Th^  grater  part  of  the  land  was  ^ti- 
vdited  by  Jjersdni  in  a  servile  cOndiliort.  The  Cotard,  were  so 
Called,  b^aUse  tfiey  dwdt  in  sxnall  huts  6t  c^il^^,  Aear  to  thid 
ftiaiisirtnk  bf  iheh-  masters.  Thfey  Wdte  petibtti.  Who  had  been 
tn&tructed,  by  (he  directi6n  of  their  o^nc]^i,  itt  some  h^hdicraft 
inAc,  as  tSiat  of  smith's,  carp^hlefs,  &c.  whidi  tti^y  prafelicbd  Ibr 
ihe  benefit  of  l^ieir  masters.  The  BoMdfU,  Were  a  kind  of  uppef 
(^bnlestic  servants,  'who  wailed  at  table,  (Uieh  Csl)led  bt^td)  attd 
J)errormed  other  offices  ih  their  masters  hOui6s.  They  ttsid^  in 
hau  6^  their  o^h,  to  v^lch  Tittle  gai-dehs  af>d  "ptltbAi  ofUMd  \mt 
Annexed,  as  the  Tee  or  reward  of  thet?  sefvices.  The  tiUdid,  werfc 
predial  kiaVes,  whb  cultrvated  the  inlahds  df  tTieir  lotds. 

Vid.  Spel'man  tSYoss.  Tn  voci. 

in  thi  s  account  it  is  remafkabte,  that  nt^iftg  is  s&ld  resp*ctifa| 
'die  number  of  burgesses,  the  quantity  of  labd  m  ciAivMion,  olr  Sivho 
enjoyed  ft,  in  the  tnhe  oif  (he  Confessor.  Ifhe  6hly 'thihg  tiotieed 
Is,  that  the  value  of  this  iViaiA>r  had  decreased  dhe  tourib,  being 
then,  worth  twenty,  and  now  only  fifl^eh  pounds. 

The  whole  quantity  of  land  in  cuWvation,  was  thirty  plou^ 
Tands,  ib  the  hand  of  the  burgesses  and  the  servite,  Whibh  at  sMy 
acres,  will  make  one  Abusahd  eight  hundred  acres.  No  vi^te  l*n<& 
were  Included  in  'thi5  survey.  The  land  in  the  present  township  o! 
Pon'telfract,  according  \o  ^Tr.  feTepworlh^s  survey,  is  two  thousand 
one  hundred  and  thirty  one  acres ;  and  as  the  townships  of  'lanshelf, 
Carlton,  arid  Hard  wick,  were  at  tlie  time  of  Doomsday  survey, 
included  within  the  manor  of  Tateshall,  we  may  inter,  that,  not 
much  above  6ne'thtr6  of  the  land  wate  then  cultivated. 

The  wood  which  inl^ht1)e  ^eptstured,  one  mile  long  and  a 
Tu3f  broad,  m6$t  probably  'stretclied  along  from  t!be  site  of  flie 


fobs  {tfppri^tor  ^  hU  the  laad  f n  the  kingdf)ni^  ami 
tb^ooly  froebpldw.  ^^  gjv^s  to  his^riQEidf  Imi^ 
to  bold  of  him,  on  what  condition  he  pleases  $  but 
m^st  cQimtioQly  QiB  Gondjiion  tb^t  tjkey  to^nii^h  him 
witb  a  QWinbt^r  «f  «[)en  prof)9r;tion«(jd  to  the  &^ti^ 
«r  their  es^^aite.  Those  i^lto  thus  obta]ae4  ^^i^ 
lue  «»id  ^  jbold  of  tbi»  king  /it  £afiiif^  a^d  i^^4 
^c^dled  tiwQBs.  These  let  pff^ome  portion  pf  ^etr 
estates  on  li^e  c<^4itioi^$  ^d  ti>ys  estates  {)fus^ 
through  aU  the  ^aripus  degree  of  fiiia^ijafen^^l;^^. 
The  grieM;  b^y  of  ^eehpl^jrp  twere  ifjoyv  4^riy^ 
of  tMr  £'^ehofab>  ^  itheir  J^  ^b^ect^ed  tp  ^iB 
new  speoiea  of  tc^i^re. 

Xbe  bMrgesses  of  ^J^by^  bepftme  aubjeo^ 
46  Uj^ert  d^  h^oyj  i^eif  ^0fi«I  jQpd^  ^d  were  de- 
f€\vfifi  fof  (Ib^  ripEie^  v^Hi^We  f ]ig|»te  swmI  .priyHegeii. 
The  i^lit  o(f  <:tieosii9g  :tli€«-  pwn  ^ui?glM?eve,  ^4^ 
gororoiiu:  ^fcbQW^W^s  acopnllf^  tp  jaw,  W9B  fmF 
iOkm  fif^  tkm^^  The  bwsh-SH>te  j^ve  ^pjiqice  to 
i^  ,5^qi$  Mvo9>  i»  »*icb  *e.pre§id^,  ekh§r  p^- 
sonally  or,kyki^}Q9m¥M^'  ffe,  apd  not  :tbe  bw- 
gesses,  choose  the  burgh-reve*.     They  were  called 

present  tqmnfAaauffx  J^r^HR^ofidl  ^arieas  :to  Caiboo,  and  South 
Hardwicks  4m  itiie  aide  ^^f  which,  ffae  JRoman  n»d  passed  to 
Legeoliuiii.  •    * 

The  churcbte>be9p4iceadf  aotiofld,  andtiie  Alais-house  for 
the  poor  is  undoubtedly  tfMtef  St.  Nididac. 

^  The  office  Df^urglwieiie,  U^  xv  oonntaUe,  .was  put  up 
to  sale  by  the-feudal  proprietor,  m  appears 'by  Ibe  ^rst  charter. 
Vid.  AppX2h.  4  •  'It  i&«aid,  ihatihe  -^ '.  burgessos-Bhould  have  the 
preference^  if  they  would  give  as  much  for  the  office  as  others.'* 
When  an  office  is  purchased,  the  purchaser  will  always  attempt  to 
reimburse  himself;  and  if  the  usual  fees  are  not  deemed  sufficient, 
he  will  find  some  causes  of  complaint,  in  order  to  impose  fines  and 
obtain  the  sum  wanted.  When  civil  offices  are  put  up  to  sale, 
justice  and  equity  cannot  be  expected* 


58  HISTORY  OP  PONTEFRACT. 

burgesses,  but  deprived  of  their  right  as  such ;  and 
the  only  privilege  they  appear  to  have  enjoyed, 
was,  that  as  freemen  they  could  not  be  sold  like 
the  servile. 

The  burgesses  now  became  subject  to  imposts 
and  exactions,  which  were  indefinite  and  arbitrary. 
The  lord  could  tallage  them  at  his  pleasure ;  nor 
had  they  any  redress.  If  they  had  not  submitted 
to  pay  as  an  aid  what  he  demanded,  they  would  have 
been  deprived  of  their  bouses  and  tofts.  They 
could  neither  buy  nor  sell  without  his  permission; 
nor  was  this  permission  granted  ^without  some 
pecuniary  fee,  or  impost,  denominated  lastage. 

A  people  who  choose  their  own  peace-officers 
can  never  be  long  oppressed;  and  William,  by 
subjecting  the  burghs  to  feudal  lords,  put  his  finger 
on  the  great  artery  of  the  constitution,  and  by 
stopping  the  vit^l  circulation,  paralized  and  ex- 
tinguished civil  freedom.  The  burgesses,  by  this 
event  were  stripped  of  all  their  immunities,  and  for 
a  series  of  years,  remained  without  riglits,  corpo- 
rate privileges,  or  political  consequence. 


The  hostile  chief,  in  conquesif  s  laurdt  dreis'd. 
Sporting  the  trophy'd  car  and  pompous  crett» 
But  little  thinks,  or,  thinking,  little  cares. 
How  hard  the  tenant  of  the  cottage  faies^ 
By  him  deprived  of  all  his  former  toil, 
^nd  left  to  starve  upon  the  fruitful  soil: 
Laughs  at  the  churl,  and  revels  o'er  his  wine. 
Whilst  flalf  ren  hail  each  fiend  like  deed  divine; 
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SECTION    V, 

On  the  modem  name  of  this  Borough^  and  the 
building  of  the  Castle. 

JlIISTORIANS  have  differed  as  much  respecting 
the  name  as  the  origin  of  this  place.  The  fictions 
of  superstition  and  the  reveries  of. a  wi]d  imagination, 
have  been  united  together, to  account  for  it.  Hume 
conjectured,  that  it  derived  its  name  from  the  fer- 
tility of  its  soil,  and  the  excellent  produce  of  its 
orchards.  IProm  Porno  feno,  he  would  make  Pom- 
firete.  This  etymon  would  not  be  improbable,  if 
this  orthography  was  estaUished;  but  is  wholly 
inadmissable  when  it  is  considered,  that  in  all  the 
Latm  charters,  it  is  written  Pontfractus,  and  not 
Pomfrete. 

Thomas  de  Castleford,  who  was  bred  a  Bene- 
dictine monk,  and  who  wrote  the  history  of  this 
place,  accounts  for  its  present  name  from  the  fol- 
lowing ihiracle/  William,  Archbishop  of  York, 
and  son  of  the  sister  of  king  Stephen,  being  on  his 
return  from  Rome,  wasmetby  such  crowds  of  people, 
who  were  desirous  to  see  him  and  receive  his  blessing, 
that  a  wood  bridge  qver  the  river  Aire,  near  to  this 
place,  gave  way  and  broke  down;  by  which  acci- 
dent vast  numbers  fell  into  the  river.  The  bishop, 
who  had  been  invested  with  the  pall  ^,  and  who  was 

*  The  pall  which  popes  were  accustomed  to  send  to  archbishops* 
is  an  ornament  worn  on  their  shoulders.  It  Is  made  of  lambs  wool; 
and  spotted  with  purple  crosses^  and  is  considered  as  a  token  <t 
^  spiritual  authority  and  jurisdiction: 
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deemed  to  have  an  interest  equally  as  great  in  the 
court  of  heaven,  as  in  the  Vatican,  affected  at  the 
danger  of  so  many  persons,  poured  out  his  prayers 
with  such  fervour  and  success,  that  not  one  perished. 
Whether  this  miracle  consisted  in  dividing  the 
stream,  or  in  rendering  the  gross  bodies  of  those 
who  fell  in,  speciffically  lighter  than  the  fluid,  we 
are  not  informed;  and  to  reason  or  form  conjectures 
on  so  mysterious  a  point,  would  be  equally  vain 
mod  impertinetit.  To  perpetoiaAe  so  ^striking  and  ao 
signal » miracle,  die  pious  Normans,  says  Thomas, 
^^e  the  name  of  Pootefract,  or  Brokeiikbridge,  to 
this  plaois  *• 

It  is  imfortenate  for  the  Credit  of  tfak  mory, 
tiiat  the  topograpfay  of  tlie  aiirade  (fimUge  me  m 
4lie  expmnion)  ha^been  disputed.  The  meibMpoiis 
of  1^  conaty,  York,  contends  MvlOik  us  for  the 
tvMomr  df  it.  Drake  «»aiiiitQii»  that  Ibe  hMgt  wet 
Ae  Duse  Ml  ini  msoA  dMst  it  was  there  tbe  anirade 
Iras  'vm)Vkj^  t  •  '^  miaat  be  aoknowled^ad  theue  is 
stronger  proof  of  its  belonging  to  York,  Aam  to 
thisfilate,  m  Gent  Ascribes  a  ropremitflttioa  of  it 
yainlred  ima  miidow^a  obnrch  oeartto  tivUeh  it 
iM^poaed. 

Whart  w^diy  destroys  the  oredit  of  this  legend, 

*f  OILS' i>ofts  Vi&ciL  Is  theiirfitwho  hath  rented  ibis  atery^ 
and  Thomas  in^plicitly  follows  him,  tliough  acknowledged  to  bo 
«n.auChor  of  small  cxedit.  Thomas/in  the  genuine  spirit  of  a  nionk« 
sdldy  btent  cm-the1iom)urdf  ihe  j)Iacc  where  *he  resided,  recites 
iMIydore  with oiit  itotiomg  Mronfion  and  Stubs,  )who«sfer  it  to><hp 
ottyofiTork. 

f  ^  The  mint  seeiog^^  nscidentnade  tfiC'sign  df  thetmis 
over  tbe  river,  and  tiddressed  himself  to  God  with  many  |^rs. 
All  ascnbed  to  the  efficacy  of  his  prayer,  the  miraculous, preseP* 
^ration  of  the  multitude,  especially  of  the  children,  who  all  esp^peA 
out  of  the  water  unhurt/'    Bujixo^'iSiI^Ivesof  th^  Saints. 
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18,  that  this  town  was  called  Pont^ract  hdlf  a  cen- 
tuvy  before  St.  William  was  made  Archbishop  of 
York.  In  the  charters  granted  by  Robert  de  Lacy,^ 
commonly  called  Robert  de  Pontefi^act,  to  the 
monks  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  it  is  stiled  both 
Kirkby  and  Pontfract, — The  words  are  **  De 
Dominio  suo  de  Kirkby,  et  deo  et  Sancti  Johanni 
et  Monachis  meis  de  Pontfrapt/'  The  first  of 
which  charters  Robert  says  be  made  by  the  advice 
of  Thomas  Archbishop  of  York,  and  the  second 
was  signed  by  Thomas  Archbishop  of  York,  which 
must  baire  been  the  first  archbishop  of  that  name^ 
ss  Robert  de  Lacy  died  in  the  seventh  of  Henry  I. 
arnio  1 107»  and  the  second  Tliomas  did  not  snooeed. 
to  that  see  till  the  ninth  of  that  reign.  St.  WiUiam^ 
to  whom  this  miracle  is  attributed,  was  not  in  po8* 
session  of  the  see  of  York  till  the  year  1 163 ;  firom 
irhi6h  it  is  evident  that  this  town  was  cabled  Pon^ 
tefmct,  at  leasts  fiftjMiwo  years  be&ire  the  ab«?a 
nkade  is  pretended  to  have  been  performed. 

Tiie  opinion  of  a  respectable  anfiqnarisa 
that  the  name^Pontefract.  was  arigmaily  given  to 
Castiefordt  ^osA  thai;  on  the  deGsaiy  of  the  piaoe,  the 
iahabltailts  having  fled  hd*e,  gave  the  same  name 
to  their  new  abod^  is  cqualiy  unfounded  and 
ansatisiactory.  There  is  tio  evideiioe  tliat  a  bridge 
had  been  built  at  Castieforfl,  «t  so  eirly  a  periods 
baton  the  other  hand,  its  very  name  implies,  that 
oa  account  of  tbe  bneadth  of  the  stream  it  watt 
(brdaUe.  When  the  navigation  \ns  eiit,  the  old 
ilo«ia«  iPoad  was  fymoA  some  feet  beiow  the  sur&oe 
of  the  giound,  slid^ing^down  towards  tlie  bed  of 
the  river.  From  this  cirounstance  it  is  evident, 
that  no  bridge  was  there  in  the  time  of  the  Romans^ 
and  the  &Uowi^  &ot  puMes  ihere  m$  Mme  pre- 


56  HISTORY  OF  PONTEFRACT. 

TiOtts  to  the  conqaest.  Mortimer  informs  us  tliat 
William  the  Conqueror,  in  the  year  1070,  receiving 
intelligence  of  great  devastations  committed  in  the 
north  by  the  Danes,  and  the  Northumbrian  rebels, 
levied  a  formidable  army,  at  the  head,  of  which  he 
inarched  towards  tlie  kingdom  of  Northumberland, 
of  which  Yorkshire  was  a  part,  vowing  in  the  fiiry 
of  his  wrath,  that,  "  by  the  splendor  of  God's  face" 
(his  usual  oath)  he  would  not  leave  a  Northumbrian 
altve  to  stir  up  future  insurrections.  On  his  march 
into  Yorkshire  he  took  Nottingham  in  his  way, 
but  when  be  came  to  Pontfret,  or  Pontefract  (be- 
fore this  called  Kirkby)  he  found  that  the  enemy 
had  broken  down  the  bridge  over  the  Aire  at  Ferry- 
bridge, and  the  waters  being  at  that  time  swelled, 
he  despaired  of  being  able  to  pass  the  river  for  a 
considerable  time.  He  had  waited  three  weeks 
with  the  greatest  impatience,  when  one  of  his  Nor- 
man knights  called  Lisois  (probably  the  same  per- 
son afterwards  called  Lacy,  on  whom  he  bestowed 
the  town)  discovered  a  ford,  by^  which  William  aud 
his  army  passed  the  river. 

Other  historians  assert,  that  the  name  is  derived 
from  the  decay  of  an  old  bridge,  which  had  beea 
formerly  built  over  an  aqueous  and  marshy  place, 
near  to  which  the  old  town  principally  stood.  Le- 
jand  says,  "  the  ruines  of  such  a  bridg  yet  ys  seene 
scant  half  a  mile  est  owt  of  old  Pontfract,  but  I 
cannot  justely  say  that  this,  bridge  stoode  ful  on 
Watheling  streete;"  for  the  want  of  which  the  road 
was  often  impassable  to  travellers,  till  prop^  chan- 
nels were  made  for  the  use  of  two  mills,  one  called 
the  upper  mill,  and  the  other  the  lower,  or  Bond- 
gate  mill  *• 

*  The  upper  mill  was  situate  within  a  few  paces  of  tiie  north 
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The  principal  part  of  the  town  formerly  lay 
round  the  castle,  and  the  place  where  the  town  now 
stands'  was  a  wood.  Lelaod  say3^  ^^  the  fairest  parte 
of  Pontefract  standith  on  the  toppe  of  the  hiile 
wher  was  after  the  conquest  a  chapel  with  a  few 
sparkeled  houses.  The  chapel  was  caulled  St.  Leo- 
nardesin  the  frithe  (wood),  and  as  I  can  learne 
this  part  of  th^  town  was  called  Kirkeby." 

Catebden  says  *^  Saxonicis  temporibus  Ktrkby 
Tocabatur,  sed  Nomvanni.a  fracto  Ponte,  Gallice 
Pontfract  nominarunt/'  It  was  customary  with 
the  Normans. to  call  their  towns  ,and  villages  after 
the  names  of  bridges,  a|id  this  might  induce  them 
to  do  so  in  England;  but  as  there  is  not  a  river 
within  two  miles  of  this  place,  and  before  the  drains 
were  m^e,  the  wash  was  not :  only  supplied  from 
the  high  springs^  but  ireq.uent^ly  heig)itene^  by  ex- 
cessive raiQS,  it  must  consequently  hai^e  be^n  here 
that  the  said  bridge  was  l;>uilt,  ftp^  can^e  to  decay, 
which  gave  the  prestnt  appeUatipn  to  this  ^^ncient 
borough*  And  this  is  repdered  the  more  probftble, 
because  by  an  in^uisitipn. taken  in  the ;re$gn  of 
Edward  II.  it  app^a;^  that  one  John  Bubwitb  held 
the  eighteenth  part  of  a  knight's  fee,  ^^  Juxta  f ete* 
rem  Pontem  de  Pootfpact,'*  and  a  place  at^bi$  d^y 
called :Qubwith-house  terminates  this  wash,;  :^  that 
it  is  presumed  it  must  be  this  bridge,  whid>  being 
broken  down,  gave  occasion  to  the  Norman  lord 
to  chsinge  the  name  of  this  town  from  Kirkby  to 
Poijtefract.  That  this  must  have  been  the  situa- 
tioQ  is  the  mff e  apparent,  when  we  consider  that 

cast  comer  of  the  castihe,  and  is  ipw  in  a  ruinous  state ;  the  lower 
was  situated  near  the  wash,  about  six  hundred  yards  beloW  the 
castle,  and  was  internally  demolished  in  the  year  1 7  66,  f  the  mate- 
ink  sold^  and  theiarge  data  fiUedpp  and  QpittetMdinto  a  meado|ir. 


before  th6  lato  aKeJ^Wfoh  ^of  thfe  roads,  by  Which 

the  streafrA  called  the  Wftsh  is  no^  cofifitJ^  to-  It 
narrow  channel,  upon  itiy  vfolettt  rtiifts  6r  ^dden 
thaw,  it  so  swelled  and  overflowed  as  to  t*  ^rce 
passable,  particulferfy  belbre  the  drajns  \^e«  ttiade 

ifrom  hence  to  the  rivei*.     Nor  does  thefe  appear 

•frdtn'the  high  sittiafion'of  (lie  town  to  have  been 
any  necessity  for  a  bridge  ^feewhe^e. 

Such  are  tlie  Varying  opinions  Tespecting  the 
nsline  6f  this  place.  The  last  se^ms  most  'probaWe 
and  supported  by  (he  cle^r^t  widence.  The 
orthography  iof  the  name  ih  the  l«lft  charters, 

•would  induce  the  belief,  that  it  mtist  refer  to 'the 
breaWn^  of  i^ome  bridge;  and  tfs  thel-e  is 'tto  other 
placie  near  the  toWn  wfe^e  it  Bridge  was  bfcitt  but 
over  the  wash,  the  breakihg  dowh  of  this  wiast  have 
given  narrte  to  tile  place.  But  as  nam^fiTttre'arbitra- 
tory,  andfl-^ciw^^t'y^Wt^^sed  fl-Oln  mere  whim  and 

.caprice,  br  from  accidental  cir(Aims1fattces,  *\Vhidh 
in  wt^y  fni^ant^s  ire  not  banded  down,  nocer- 
tbih  <5<3WcftisiOh*cAn  be'ittade;  ^Ad'we  must  remain 
«aflgft«a  ifriilh  ivhat  is^rto^  probart)te. 

tbe  ba^tte  is  stt^dfeeH  to  be  6f  'Sayoh  ortgin ; 
and  ttte  Site  of  it  is  peifect-ly  agrfeeable  to  th^r  mode 
Of  fOrtificatfcn,  Wbife  Ihe  Romans  fortttea  thetr 
Cfifnps  Oil  a' plain,  or  on  the  1dvelg^btlM*afe<^  de- 
fended thetn  byafoss  and  a  vallnm,  the  SiaxWsfals- 
ed  the  area' of  their' camps  aVid  castles,  if  the'gr'ound 
was  level,  or  iselectfed  hills  as  places' b6St  feddpted 
for   defeWe  A'nd    security.     The   derated   i^ock, 

•on  which  tfhe castle is'bai!t,'stk68s wholly  in^Alated, 
its  sides  originally  steep  and  craggy,  forms  one  of 

.  those  appearances^  wlncli  indicate  some  :great  con- 
vulsion of  nature,  by  which  rocks  have  been  rent 

'ttlj^under;  aind  the 'variotis  strata  of  r^ahdi' washed 


HISTp^V  OJP  lfO>frEFBACT,  59, 

away.  A  site  like  this,  without  much  trouble  or 
expence,  might  soon  be  converted  into  a  keep  or 
castle;  and  it  is  not  probable  that  the  Saxons  would 
neglect  it  daring  tl^  period  of  th^r  dominion.  In 
support  of  this  opinion,  since  the  demolition  of  the 
castle,  it  has  been  found  that  the  keep  of  the  great 
roQod  tewer  stood  upoq  a  raised  hill  of  stiff  haril 
ciay,  of  which  materials  the  Saxons  usually  made 
their  keeps. 

After  the  conquest,  Ilbert  de  Lacy  having  recei- 
ved a  grant  of  the  place,  and  in  the  tenth  of  William,, 
all  hj^  vast  po$$easipns  being  cpnfinped  to  him,  he 
sopR  after  began  to  erect  thq  castle.  This  noble 
siructiiie  cost  irnmpn3e  expence  ap^  l^boiir,  and 
no  one,  unl^s  in  possession  of  a  princely  revenae 
CQQld.hay^  f^pinpletec}  jt.  This  formidable  fortress 
^n4B)ftgpificent;paIapp  was  can;ied  forward  for  the 
sp^ce  pf  twelve  yeara,  >vith  unremitting  attention, 
«Jd  in  the  year  JQSO  w^  finished.  I|bert  de  Lpcy^ 
when  he  laid  the  foundation-stone  of  the  castle, 
cfifetl  ^he  T\^tx\p  qf  the  toji/^n  Pontff*ete,  because 
tbe  M^HtipD)  ^  be  conceived,  resembled  the  place 
sp  c)Uc4  in  Normi^ndy,  where  he  wa$  born  *. 

^Yi4.^S.  Ped.  of  T.  WjIsod,  in  pibli'oth,  Leed.  Tliis 
authority  'is  deserving  of  more  credit,  as  1*.  W.  copied  from 
Hopkinson,  who  transcribed  whatever  was  valoaUe  frbm  the  re* 
(Mdinf^aaide,  previous  to  its  d9inplUion« 
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SECTION  VI. 

The  history  and  pedigree  qf  the  Lacies^  Lords  of 
Poniefract^  till  the  failure  of  the  male  line,  and 
the  union  of  this  family  with  Thomas  Plantagenet, 
Earl  of  Lancaster. 

-I  HE  noble  family  of  the  Lacies  came  in  with  the 
Conqueror;  and  if  we  are  allowed  to  judge  from 
tile  iextent  of  their  possessions,  they  enjoyed  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  his  favour.  Ilbert*  received 
the  gift  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  manors,  or  the 
greatest  part  of  so  many  in  the  west  of  Yorkshire, 
ten  in  Nottinghanishire,  and  four  in  Lincolnshire. 
These  possessions  were  confirmed  to  him  in  the 
tenth  of  William  f. 

William  the  Conqueror,  aflier  a  turbulent  and  uxh 
quiet  reign  of  twenty  years,  departed  this  life;  and 
as  his  eldest  son  Robert,  who  had  rebelled  against 
him  during  his  own  life,  was  heir  to  the  Duke- 
dom of  Normandy,  he  sent  William  to  England 
previous  to  his  death,  desirous,  tliat  he  might  en- 
joy the  British  throne.  William  succeeded^  by  the 
favour  of  Lanfrank,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
and  Eudes,  his  fathers  steward,  who  delivered  to 
him  all  the  royal  treasures,  and  secured  the  cinque 

*  His  brother  Waller,  received  conBiderable  possessions  as  a 
reward  for  his  services,  in  Herfordshire  and  other  counties.  He 
died  before  the  survey,  and  all  his  estates  had  devolved  to  his  eldest 
soH  Roger,  who  enjoyed  one  hundred  and  twenty  lordships.  Vid. 
Doomsday,  Herf. 

t  DuDG.  99.    This  account  agrees  with  the  Hopk.  MS. 
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ports  in  his  interest.  As  he  expected  his  right  to  tlie 
throne  would  be  disputed  by  his  brother  Robert, 
he  endeavoured  to  ingratiate  himself  by  every  act 
of  popularity.  He  courted  the  English,  and  they 
became  strongly  attached  to  his  interests^  and  reso-- 
lute  to  maintain  his  cause  against  all  opposers. 
He  confirmed  the  grants  made  by  his  father  to  the 
Norman  barons,  of  all  the  lands  they  lield,  that 
they  might  be  secure  in  the  possession  of  their  pro- 
perty. Among  otliers,'  Ilbert  de  Lacy  obtained  a 
confirmation  of  all  the  customs  belonging  to  the 
castle  and  honour  of  Pontefract,  as  he  had  enjoyed 
them  during  the  former  reign.  He  founded  the 
collegiate  chapel  of  St.  Clement,  in  the  castle;  and 
iying  soon  after  the  accession  of  William  Rufus  to 
the  throne,  left  his  vast  possessions  to  his  eldest  son 
Kobert*,  called  Robert  de  Pontefract,  from  the 
circumstance  of  his  being  born  here. 

William  Rufus,  confirmed  to  this  Robert  all 
the  lands  of  which  his  father  died  seized;  and  he 
appears  to  have  acquired  the  lordship  6f  Blackburn-^ 
5hire,  now  one  of  the  hundreds.  In  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  bordering  on  bis  own  estiates  in  Yorkshire, 
from  Roger  de  Busli,  and  Albert  de  Greilet,  and 

^  He  left  a  younger  son  called  Hugh;  but  according  to  tiie 
law  of  primogeniture^  the  whole  estates  went  to  Robert.  This  law 
was  introduced  into  Europe  by  the  feudal  system ;  and  was  essential 
(o  (he  support  of  it.  The  Saxon  law  of  gavel-kind,  the  original  law 
of  all  nations^  by  which  a  father's  property,  whatever  it  was,  wm 
equally  divided  among  all  hl^  children,  wa«  abolished,  as  incompati« 
We  with  duties  imposed  by  this  system;  iTie  clergy  had  laboured 
nwch  to  introduce  the  canon  law,  which  sanctioned  primogeniture, 
a^ divinely  appointed;  and  as  this  harmonized  with  the  &udai  sy^ 
tern,  it  became  at  length  firmly  established.  If  the  law  of  primo? 
geciture  be  examined,  it  appears  to  have  no  foundation  in  reason 
or  equity ;  and  could  never  have  obtained  in  society,  but  in  con« 
nection  with  the  factitious  system  whidj  required  personal  service 
tobe  rendered  to  the.  king,  for  the  lapdis  held  of  him. 
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ta'hav^  beld  it  under  ifoeop*.  He  iouncM  ^le 
priory  of  St.  John  the  EvMgelist  here,  ;w.d  vfd^  a^ 
great  benefkotor  to  the  hospital  pf  St,  Nicholas.  He. 
19  said  to  have  added  greatly  to  ^he  i^tf^i^th  and 
beayty  of  the  castte. 

On  the  death  of  {lufusi,  by  th^  fortui^to  arrow 
rf  "Walter  Tyr^J,  Hc^ry,  tl^  youngest  son  of  tl^ 
Cktnqueror,  had  interest  sufficient  to  gf^in  po^ses^o^ 
of  the  throne.  Aohert^  Dul^e  of  Norqi^ndy,  wiiQ 
in  the  true  spirit  of  the  age,  had  joined  his  forces 
to  the  first  crusade,  and  had  contributed  essentially 
to  rescue  tlie  hojy  city^  Jernsfdeniy  from  the  inhdel 
Mahometans,  was  now  absent;  and  notwithstand- 
ing it  had  been  agreed  by  Willjam  Rufus,  that  if 
Robert  outlived  him,  he  should  sqcceed  to  the 
throne,  Henry  was  solen^nly  crowned.  Wb§t  \i^ 
had  .thus  acquired,  Hepry  endpavovired  to  retain^ 
by  conciliating  the  alfeptions  of  (;hp  people.  |ie. 
punished  the  instruments  of  his  lat^  bpothers  op- 
presion;  be  rectified  thp  abuses  of  governipent^ 
and  secured  thjs  regular  adipinistration  of  justipe. 
He  revived  the  laws  of  king  Edfvard,  and  grai}tpd 
a  carter  of  liberties,  ai^cordjng  to  whipb  his  go^ 
Temment  was  to  b^  regulalted- 
.  Robert,  on  his  return  to  Normandy,  made  pre- 
parations for  putting  his  claim  to  tlie  crown  of  Eng- 
land to  the  decision  of  tl^e  sword*  He  collected  a 
body  of  troops,  and  having  crosspd  the  dianpel, 
landed  at  Portsmouth.  Although  the  barons  had 
taken  the  oath  of  allcj^iance  jto  Henry,  and  he  had 
not  given  them  the  least  cause  for  complaint,  m^ny 
joined  Duke  Robert,  ai^  aniopg  the  chief  of  the^ 
was  Robert  de  Pontefract  f  • 

*  At  til?  time  of  tiie  survey,  theae  are  mentioned  as  tbe  tooants 
ihupite.    Vid.WHiT.  Whailey; 

t  It  is  difficult  to  Assign  any  tcmoo  fluffident  to  juitify  Ihe 
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ffeftry  Vfkstrdled  agrinirt  Robert  vMi  the  xAtabsk 
dispatdr/ resDlved  to  give  him  bMUe.  Tbe  twd 
ariniA  ^(i{lTT)kch^'andfdced  edch  other  for  several 
daj^  withdnt  cotnii^g  to  action.  Diiriag  t^is  9t«ti« 
of  Mrfoi  su«t>eQde,  Moie  common  'friends  ^of  both 
kitetpos^d  ^d  effected  am  «c6onfitiodation,  oa 
condition  thalt  'Robert  shoald  irdsign^  >aU  claitn  te 
thetdirbiM,  Qult^  Henry  sbould^die -without  issue, 
and  for  tv^ch  he  dhould  receive  an  ammai  pension 
of  fhriee  thbnsand  ibariis.  It  was  ^also  stipulated 
that  tbdse  BoMes  Who  %rad  joinki  Dfake  Robert^ 
should  be  itidttlged  with  pirdon,  and  the  full  *nesto- 
ratioii  of  iill  tbdr  kinds  and  estates,  to  Wbich  H^nrj 
very  reaiHty  ootftsehted. 

P^Ottiises  made  iti  a  time  oF  dan^  ofe  ofteh 
forgot  in  a  'session  of  securaQr  and  peace ;  aitxd 
Henry  no  sooner  saw  the  storm  which  had'threaienM 
'bin^'liliipersed,  ithan  lie  began  to  isbew  fairs  resent- 
ment io  liobert  de  Ponteftact  and  his  l9on  llberl, 
tend^ihe  several  nobles  who«h^  taken  part  with  bip 
btotiier.       ' 

A  Iffavfe  itlBA*knAws  in  tiaUce, '  but  at  once  ; 

Fofg)9U'^pe^theiAjliries)afW9r»  . 

Ai^d  gives  his  direst  foe  a  friendf 8  eiDbrace. 

Aocordingio  Dugdale*,  ttenry  banisheil  Robert 
de  Lsicj,  and  his  sof  Ilbert  the  realm,  selzeii  the 
cas|.l&«id  Ixo/Qour  of  Pontefract,  and  gave  them,  tp 
Henry  Traverse.     Wl^alever  might  be  the  gratifi- 

conduct  of  the  barons,  tt  is 'probable  they  were  governed  bjr 
motived  of '  ^p^i^sonal  inb^rest  As  ttiostof  them  had  laFge  estates 
in  Nditesnldy>tH^  apprehended  thath'f  Robert  ^hdd  Noriiuind^, 
,widiout  being  raiaed  to  tbe  Bri^sh  thrope^  be  would  deprive  Iham  of 
the  estates  tbey  had  there.  Their  design  appears  to  have  been  to 
have  united  the  two  crowns  in  one  person,  that  they  might  se** 
cure  their  possessions  in  both  cotntriet,  Vid.  hiTVL^  Hettry  II. 
.    ,  ♦  Baji.  v.}^  p„  99. 
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cation  H.  Traverse  might  feel  on  this  advanceihent 
to  power,  wealthy  and  dignity,  he  was ,  permitted 
to  enjoy  it  only  for  a  few  days.  One  Pain»  a 
wicked  serrant  of  his  own,  whether  intentionally  or 
accidentally  is  not  clear»  ooortally  woupded  bim; 
after  which,  to  atone  £»r  his  crime,  he  :became  a 
monk,  and  died  three  days  afterwards. 

This  circumstance  did  not  tend  to.  the  benefit 
or  restoration  of  Robert  de  Lacy.  The  long .  on  the 
demise  of  Ti'averse,  bestowed,  his  ca3tle  and  lands 
pn  Hugh  Delaval,  who  enjoyed  them  for  some  time. 
X)uring  Delayal's  temporary  possession  ;of  the 
castle  and  honour  of  Pontefract,  he  made  ^veral 
grants  of  churches  to  dii&rent  religious  houses. 
He  bestowed  on  the  priory  of  St.  John  here,  the 
church  of  Whalley  * ;  and  gave  land^  to  the  ^ory 
jof  Nostelf.  ;         - 

Dugdale  gives  a  confused  account  of  Aoberib  de 
Xtacy,  and  informs  us,  he  was  never  restored  to  his 
ipoasessions,  faut  died  in  exile;  tliathis  son  llbert 
was  treated  with  the  same  severity,  and  experienced 
the  same  fate,--*-^that  Henry,  the  son'  of  llbert, 
after  the  death  of  king  Henry  I.  taking  advantage 
of  the  troubled  state  of  the  kingdom,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  Ste|)Hen's  reign,  returned, — ^x^ielled 
Delaval  from  thfe  castle  of  Pontefract,  and  took 
*posses.^on  of  it  ds  his  lawful  patrimony.  He  cor- 
rects the  above  statement,  on  the  authority -of  an 
old  historian,  who  averred,  that  llbert,  the  son  of 
.Robert,  wa*  restored  during  the  rqigu  pC  Henry 
I.  and  who  calling  to  tmind  the  sulTerjiigs  iof  his 
father,  strenuoinsly  supported  the  cause  of  king 
Stephen,  with  whom  he  obtained  great  fhvoui^  '    ' 

•  Vi(i.  Whit.  Whdlley.   '       ' 

t  Burton,    Mona^ticon  Ebor,    304^.'  Whitaker,*  WTu 
Vol.  I.  140. 
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The  above  account  is  unrquestionably  iiiaccttrate. 
Indobitable  evidence  can  be  produced^  tliat  Robert 
de  Lacy,  after  a  few  years  exile,  was  restored  to 
all  his  estates  and  honours.  We  find  him  con- 
firming some  of  the  grants  of  churches,  made  by 
Delaval  during  his  possession  ^.  He  built  the  castle 
of  Clitheroe,  previous  to  his  exile.  This  may  be 
fiirly  inferred  from  the  circumstance,  that  it  did 
not  exist  at  the  time  of  the  survey,  and  Delaval, 
during  his  possession,  granted  a  charter,  under  the 
dependencies  of  the  church  of  Whalley,  of  Hie 
capellam  Sci.  Mich»Iis  in  Castro  de  Clyderhofvi. 

Robert  de  Lacy,  called  also  de  Pontefract«  died 
in  the  latter  part  of  Henry  I.  reign,  and  left  two 
sons,  Ilbert  and  Henry;  the  first  of  which  inherited 
ail  his  vast  estatefsf. 

On  the  accession  of  Stephen,  1135,  Eari  of 
fioologne  to  the  throne,  the  friends  of  Matilda^ 
the  daughter  of  Henry,  whahad  married  to  h^r 
second  husband  Geoffry  Platagenet,  Count  of 
Anjou,  nuide  various  attempts  to  obtain  for  her  the 
crown  as  her  just  inheritance.  Ilbert  de  Laoy 
espoused  the  cause  of  Stephen,  and  greatly  contrj- 

*  Vid.  Burton  J  Mon.'Eb.  in  Nostd.  the  fidlowingafe 
grants  and  confirmationi  between  these  partief,  ..  . 

CHVKCHBS.  OKANTORS.  COHFIRMATIONS. 

Batiey,  Robert  de  Lacy,    Hugh  Ddaval,  Hen.  1 .  AIex..3 


South  Kirkby, 

Hugh  Delaval, 

Robert  de  Lacy, 

Fcatherston, 

Hugh  Delaval, 

Robert  de  Lacy;  Step.  Are5c  3 

Huddersiield, 

Hugh  Delaval, 

Robert  de  Lacy,         do. 

RothweO, 

do. 

do. 

Warmfield, 

do. 

do.  •                            do.     , 

t  The  Townley  MS.  pedigree  of  this  family,  mentions  a 
€3bert  Lacy  as  the  successor  of  Robert ;  but  as  this  disagrees 
with  the  pedigree  taken  from  the  hospital  of  Fontefiract,  with  that 
of  the  Lacies.of  Cromwdbottom,  aiid  others,  it  appears  to  be  an 
«nor,    W.  MSw. 


brtetfto*  his  i^titcess  ««*  trf*Al^  ot»  D4^M,  ling 
Af  l^tland;  offlble  t6  MirtM^,  who,  to  siitipcrttlwpr 
^^eteftfIbYlS,  enffered  fJte  m>rfhfeftt  pafW  rf  England, 
W?tfi  a  fot-midable  army,  art*  peftetratiftg  as  far  as 
Novihdflepton,  raviged  <h^'eotmlrJ"y  sjrtii^oiily 
jAfe«!erea  the  inftdbitattfs. 

Sf^^H^nwas  at  tMstithtf  efiga^fed  itrcppeHihg 
tiri  imurtebtim  itl  thef  south,  hefld^  bf  the  EaH»  of 
<3Iaiicefeter;  he theWfereappcrhrtefl Thittetdw; Ami*- 
biiho^  of  Yoflbi  as^««t  bj*  RaJph;  Bi&bcpfr  of 
fihrhamj  hfe  lieiitf^at^t  of'  the  north  of  E^ngisid. 
-Oft  theff  ditiV&l  in  t^fltsMrtf,  thfey  i^fAeawled  t0 
the  b«Wn&  «tid'pfiilci|faf  itthabttanite,  the  indHpen- 
^%BIe  n^e^iiity  ofMising  troths,  afld  exiMtiig  thenr 
ttiilt^li^frcfrts,  td  repel  tte  iovial^^ 

Animated  by  the  presence  of  this  gallant 'and 
ftiaVtf^  arcHliishdp,  fbt^  iitiail}ai»u$Iy  eihbark^d  in 
t(\^  (itAftmdn  cattise  of  liberty,  nnd  asstoiMed' their 
Wtops '  ufla^f  the  eottfrnand  <rf'Willtarti,  Eari  of 
Alftefffi'aVle,  asdli«M''by  Robeh  ttel^acV,  Aobert 
ife  Ffefr*rfe,  tValtfer  EspTO,  R^gerd(ff  Mbwbray,  a^ 
6fhk  Abrth^'baronni  d(g«k<fnitfai  to  btaad  or  iUl 
by  ofte  AttWChel*.  TlWjr  ddviftcwl  as  *»•  te  North- 
Alv^rinfti  (Ntorthall«toti)  ki  Yorfcrfiire*.  >vhwre  they 
drew  up  in  ordwr,  expecting  tHeenemy,  ah* where 
the  fencrtbFe  Thdreton  had  cit^  to  be  erfecte*  a 
famous  standard,  at  ihfe  top  of  \vhith  Mas  placed  a 
«ilvcr  cross,  and  uri&jr  this  the  bantiers  of  St 
PeteN  St.  John  of  Beverl^y^  «ad[  St,  Wilfred  of 
Ripon,  from  whence  Ihe  battle  thai  ensued  w^s 
called  the  battle  of  tfee  Standard.  Tlie  BllfKsh 
forces  were  driawh  up  in  a  firrii  cptopact  body 
roirocl  thesltaiMlard,  wlien  RaJph^  Bishop  of  X)ur- 
liaih  i(Tfa«mrton  as  that  tiiae  being  tli)  macle  a  -uk- 

able  oration^  and  absolved  from  sin  all<5tiK:h  $k  s\woid 

.1 
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he  4wi),in  ,)»aUle.  J^  eaoouraffed  ,t]hey:  .4ipU  WW 
tbe^^ppts^wHh  su.Qb  hrj^e^y  ih^i  they^tojt^jljr  rout§(i 
them,  killing  ten  thou^9^^  ppon  the  field  of  ip^tUe, 
Tbe  plfM^p  tvljppg.tbjs  i^Jt.liie  vras  fqpght^  w^ich  was 
on  jth5e-<)iwntjr-«wc»»A/»fAugM?t>.iscaU^ 
bill  U);tbU'id|iy*. 

:  iHififit  d^  j4Myr,.pf)»r.the#bQve^^^^ 
a.  pV!^  i^n  beh^^  ^l  .his  ser^Wts,  ^fl^  for  pU 
forfeit||iFQ{(  jvba^soi^yerjtj,  .ife.  niarried.Al^qe,^^ 
ter  of  <0ilbi9rt  de  ,i9,aiit,  a  tNeiiefectre^  to.  tba 
vaooBStry  h^re. 

J^lA^t  ^ffhe  cp9f^ftiQn  pf  Stepben!s  r^ign, .  m 
y^hiG^  th?  jgFj9»te3t,Ji!^rops  9bwgefl.a<^es,as  ipte^^ 
orj^apfkio^mjght  J^d^/|lbert  cqPMftwed  .feithful^^^ 
at^9l^ytp;kb^  kiW  ^y^e^tWj^^^puiliv^^tepbe/^^ 
or4ieR3^b(^(H:$  biwi,  ;wfi^rft,|K)t  inforno^cL  .  tA^jjje 
had.pp . f biWi^i^n  hy;: ^jjqe  de  Ganij^  bia  reives 
cai»a/tft»bU  j^?rfrther  ^J^rjry, 

Ti^sp^deiJ.4e«tb^pf^5^tSpben  left  Henry,  tbe 
8on,9f  .IM^Iild^fWitl^Wt  a  j5g}flpptit.Qr  jFor,jhe  cr^wn. 
Though.j(pilQg>Hiif uflKfl t  jppssei^  talents  pq}Xfii 
t0|tH^«^ORji]4uUe^,pf  jgqvpqment.    ,He,ba4  thet 

badj4beuigrci^t»flsp  olijfirid  It^.j^^y^rHkitbis  fftjilt, 
end <j^ M^sejt^fllA. to  jrfap^s  of  frost  .apji  .feffpfijir. 
Hwi;y^i4(.Ji«cy:Jie^h'<idifi;pp3i^bi«n  a  confir^ftatwn 
of  ^ji^iJwWe-J^mwrof  JPq«|;fifrflict,  with,a<;hiK|^ 

1    -  i  .  . 

♦  ;5«e  a  9<jii^^tiwcgvmt  of  t|iis ^portant  victory  if>  LUtlqtpn't 
history,  Henry  II.  ..**.. 

f  This  liberty  with  the  consent  pf  his  brodier  Henry,  gave  the 
«ill«iidl4aMl  atCam|>sliUtot]i^  knights  tempior  of- ^t.tJobn«  of 
Jemsalem,  as  appears  from  the  original  grant  in  the  possession  of 
Burton,  W,M8. 
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fbr  an  annual  fair,  to  be  held  there,  and  to  begin 
on  St.  Giles'  day,  the  first  of  Sept.  (O.  S )  and  to 
continue  eight  days  following. 

Henry  de  Lacyi'^  in  pursuance  of  a  vow  he  had 
made  during  a  paiiifbl  and  dangerous  indisposition, 
founded  the  monastry  of  St.  Mary,  at  Bemoldswick, 
in  Craven,  He  assigned  over  this  toWn,  which  he 
held  of  Hugh  Bigot,  Earl  of  Norfolk,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  five  marks,  ^nd  a  present  of  a  hawk,  to 
the  monastry.  The  Scots  having  ravaged  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  monks,  and  other  unfavourable 
circumstances  occuring,  •  induced  them  to  seek  a 
more  safe  and  fertile  retreat.  Alexander,  the  abbot, 
travelling  along  the  banks  of  the  Aire,  came  to  a 
woody  spot,  where  some  anchorites  had  fixed  their 
humWe  habitation.  The  site  of  the  place  pleased 
the  abbot;  and  he  persuaded  his  patron,  H6nty  de 
Lacy,  to  remove  the  monastry  from  Bemoldswick 
to  Kirkstall.  Henry  obtaiiied  a  grant  of  the  land 
from  William  of  Poitou/  and  founded  the  once 
magnificent  abbey  of  Kirkstall,  near  Leeds. 

At  his  death  *,  in  the  latter  part  of  Henry  II. 
reign,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son  and  heir  Bobert 
de  Lacy.  He  was  one  of  the  barons  who  attended 
at  the  coronation  of  Aichard  I.  and  dying  without 
issue,  in  the  twelfth  kal.  Feb.  1193;  the  estates 
and  honour  of  Pontefract  diescended  toAwhifey  de 
Lisours.  She  was  his  sister  by  the  mother's  side, 
who  was  the  daughter  t)f  Eudo  de  Ljsourtf^  by 
Awbrey  his  wife,  who  was  the  widow  of  his  father 
Henry,  and  therefore  his  nearest  relation.  Awbrey 
.claimed  as  her  righ(,  not  only  the  barony  of  Pon- 
tefi-act,.  but  all  th?  lands  of  Robert,  by  virtue  of  a 

*  He  WM  buri^  in  the  abbey  of  Kirkatalii^ 
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grant  firom  Henry  de  Lacy  to  Awbrey,  her  mother*. 
Sbe  also  as. heiress  lo  her  Other's  large  possessions 
was  immensely  rich;  and  by  marrying  Richard  Fitz 
Eastace,  constable  of  Chester^  and  baron  of  Hal- 
ton,  enjoyed  a  rank  equal  to*ber  ambition.  Richard 
Fitz  Eustace,  having  died  before  Robert  de.Lacyj 
the  estates  of  both  noble  iamilies  came  to  John. 
John  animated  by  the  spirit  of  the  times,  joined 
fiichard  in  the  third  crusade,  together  with  bis 
eldest  son  Roger.  Whether  he  fell  by  the  band  of 
the  cnemy^  or  by  the  fatigues  and  clianges  of 
climate,  is  uncertain ;  but  he  is  said  to  have  died 
at  Tyre,  in  the  land  of  Judea  f . 

Roger,  his  eldest  son,  who  had  accompanied 
him  in  this  expedition,  now  became  entitled  to 
all  his  estates.  He.  continued  with  Richard  I.  and 
contributed  to  the  success  of  his  arms  against  the 
Mahometans.  He  was  present  at  the  memorable 
siege  of  Acre,  which,  after  an  obstinate  defence 
was  sncrendered  to  British  valour  {. 

Roger  was  accompanied  in  this  crusade  by 
William  Bellamonte,  ancestor  of  the  Beaumonts  of 
Whitley,  near  Hnddersfield,  to  whom,  after  his 
return,  he  gave  eight  oxgangs  of  land  at  Hudders^ 
field,  and  who  appears  to  have  been  his  inseparable 

•  Saxaginta  Fcoda  Militum  (of  the  honour  of  Tontefract)  unde 
iBa  post  Roberti  de  Lacy  mortem  utramque  Hereditatem,  fraler- 
nam  de  Lacy  et  Paternam,  de  Lisours  occupavil." 

t  He  left  issue  by  Alice  de  Mandeville^  Roger.  Richard,  and 
Peter.  ^ 

X  See  Wbitakbh  Wh.  It  is  amusing  to  consider,  tbattliis 
ttnie  Acre,  where  English  and  French,  although  not  much  better 
fr«nd<  than  now,  united  their  forces  to  combat  Saladni,  and  where 
80  many  of  both  nations  perished,  should,  afler  a  lapse  of  seven 
liyiidred  years,  become  again  memorable  by  the  gallant  defence 
«f  &  Sydney  Smith,  and  the  repulse  of  Bonaparte. 


m  insToinroFPoiiTBittsMTn 

cDmfiMioti^ver  dfi«it-,.>tir  fae!gdneniiijr*atte48  tAe 
efasmers  ^icb  iRoger  gttnted. 

Chester,  beisig'00iitigiiauft!ta  Wales,  loften-  tuf- 
fkriA  greatly  "frotai  the  meiif^te  ^ihBhavdymmm- 
tameeps  of  that  rcomftry.  lAltfiongh  fibe  kings  of 
Wales, 'did  faoinageto.  the  kmgsii^f  England,aad  paid 
an  annadl  acknowledgment,  they  ^^^'^^^^^^'^''^^y  ^^ 
tosh  forth  and  plwider  the  r  aajotning  districts. 
Riger  Fita>£i]slace,^fierce>idbi8(teiD{)0r,  and  int 
tiviifed  laa-stateiof  v^ai^an^,  repelled  their  aggres^ 
^ns^  and  treteOed  them  with  sacbiei!eritjr,th«t^  they 
farbamed  bim,  Hell  *. 

He  was  the  first  of  bi6  fanlilywho  took  upon 
bim  the:na»efof  lliacy,  and  ia  ithe  fifth  of  Richard 
I J  hb  eame>  to  anngrcement.  with  'Awbrey  his  grand- 
Another,- 'fof^  all  the  lainds  fbekmging  to  the  iiniMMir 
of  Pontefract;  andbyiaiine.levied  at  Westmxnster, 
bisfore  H.^ArdhMshop  of  Canterbury,  W^  iBiabop 
of'£Ii,<Cbtao0lk^  tD-^theiksngymnd  otheiB,  she.'qait 
claimed  to  him/^aIl*4lierUads.^bbhHdfdrinlio»g'to 
R6beH;  dr"Lacy;  hi  theisameiji6aniiogergi;aHted  a 
chaiter'Ttothe Urgesses  of  Pontefauttt.  He  iiso 
grbnted  to  rtbdse  barg«88escwborhadr>  lands  in  dhe 
meor  {•  trie  hnidred'and^ninety»four«Darefl|^  tKMlioid, 

*  *'  There  is  evidently  something  allusive  to  the  temper  and 
echievment^  of  Upger  de  Lacy,  in  his  great  seal^some  drawings  of 
whidi  have  been  preserved.  'On  the  obverse  side,  ia<(tead  of  the 
eqiiestnan  figure,  u^ual  in  that  situation,  is  the  spirited  figure  of  a 
griffon,  grinding  the  body  of  some  other  animal ;  and  on  the  en- 
dorsement, art  armed  man  trapipling  on  the  body  of  ah* enemy, 
whose  head  he  holds  up  triumphuitly  with  his  right,  hand,  while 
Ihe'l^flsuStairis  an  a^iique  healer  shield/''  Whit;  Whl  Vol. 1. 142. 

t  Vid,  App.  Charters.  No.  1: 

f  Where  did  this  lie  ?  ts  it  not  the  land  nbw'called  the  West- 
field  >  This  was  a  comYnon  field  in  which  the  burgesses  had  sepa- 
rate lands,  til!  within  late  years;  and  what  es^abli^es  die  iact  j% 
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tD  tkeiti>aiid  tfceir  beiro  for  ever,  paying  to  him  and 
hts  beini,'  al>tii6  feast  of  SIj  M)ckaet>  fourpence  per 
acre  animal  rent 

In  tiie  sixth  ef  Ridfaar^  I.  be  answered  <£45« 
15^.  for  the  scalane  tten  levied^  on  account  of  the 
king's  redemption.  While  the  feudal  system  con« 
tmoedy  the mKtary  t«iietito,i were  obliged,  incase 
the  )6nt  of  whofli'^ey  held'  was.  takcjn  prisqnery  to 
contribute,  in  proportion  to  their  land,  towards  bis 
nmsom.  Ki^hard  I.  retamiog  from  the  third  cru« 
sade,  and  willing  to  take  the  nearest  rout  homcv 
trardled  incogmto  thfoiigb  Germany.  He.  was 
howerer  recognked,  and  the  emperor  ti^eaeherouslj 
seized  him^  and  detained  him  a  prisoner.  To 
obtain  hfis  ransom  the  ab^e  scutage  was  levied. 

lit  the  seventh  of  Aichard  I.  be  paid  a  fine  of 
two  (honsand  marks  to  the  king,  for  livery  of  aH 
bis  lands  and  castles  belonging  to  the  barony  and 
honour  of  Pdntefractj  except  the  castle  of  Ponte- 
ihct,  vrhfich'  the  kiilg  now  retained  jn  his  own  handsi 

Are  we  to  consider- the  above  fine  as^  ihe  relief 
which  Rt>ger  paid  fdraditeittanoe  to  his  estates?  If 
we  are,  it  is  certainly  exorbitant  ^j^  and  affords 
one,  among  many  other  proofs  of  the  tyranny  and 

tfiat  nme  ffwpnidtori  af  2aod  heie,  now  pay  .to  the  VKBjat  four* 
|WQW  per  acfie,  m  bms  4w  loal  of  tl^^  pm^qt,  Wh$t  origin  caa 
beasH^iod  oCthiy  tenure^^  if  it  did  aot  spring  from  this  charter? 

*  The  mfirk  is'estimated  at  thirty  shiirtngs,  and  the  fine  novr 
levied  would  amount  to  three  thousand  pounds.  When  the  oompa- 
nrtive  ^lieof  »oney  ts  constdend»  Ibis  sam  then,  woukLbe  equal 
totlMrlytKoiiaandpoandanow.  InthereignofWiini^in  theCm- 
^pmWj  amli  down  to  Richard  I-  coinmqdities  were  oi^  eji  average 
ten  times  clmper  than  they  are  at  present.  Bishop  Fleetwcod 
hi  sh^im  that  in  the  year  1240,  four  pounds  thirtecns  shillings  and 
Tftnepenee  was  worth  fifty- pounds  of  our  present  money/'  £ncv- 
•iiKJnoia 
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oppression  of  the  feudal  system.  For  as  the  king 
thus  arbitrarily  fined  the  tenants  in.capite,  onenter* 
ing  into  possession  of  their  baronies  and  honours; 
the  barons  imposed  fines  in  like  manner  on  all  their 
under-tenants;  and  nearly  the  whole  land  of  the 
kingdom  was  subject  to  a  tenure,  in  many  respects 
similar  to  the  worst  of  our  modern  tenures,  that  of 
holding  by  copy  of  court-roll,  usually  called  copy* 
hold. 

By  detaining  the  castle  of  Pontefract  in  his  own 
hands,  Richard  appears,  either  to  have  doubted 
the  fidelity  of  Roger  de  Lacy,,  or  to  have  kept  it 
for  the  purpose  of  extorting  from  him  another  sum 
of  money. 

On  the  death  of  Richard  I.  and  the  accessioi;! 
of  his  brother  John,  Roger  de  I-acy  had  livery  of 
all  the  lands  and  castles  belonging  to  him.  As 
John's  title  to  the  crown  might  he  disputed  by 
Arthur,  Duke  pf  Bretagne,  he  like  most,  of  Wil- 
liam's successors,  began  his  reign  by  conciliating  the 
barons.  He  did  not  admit  Roger  de  Lacy  to  possess 
his  estates  till  he  had  agreed  to  pay  five  hundred  marks^ 
and  to  give  his  son  and  heir' as  an  hostage  for  his 
future  fidelity.  It  appears  however  that  Roger  de 
Lacy  had  not  paid  the  five  hundred  marks  in  the 
fourth  of  John,  as  he  then  came  to  a  new  agree- 
ment to  pay  the  whole  by  instalments,  of  a  hundred 
marks  per  annum,  and  to  give  the  king  annually, 
ten  palfrys,  and  ten  lease  of  greyhounds. 

When  king  John  had  most  wickedly  put  to  death 
Prince  Arthur,  his  nephew,  and  who  was  the  real 
heir  to  the  throne,  a  general  defection  of  his  barons 
in  Normandy,  and  other  foreign  provinces,  took 
place ;  and  Philip  king  of  France  took  them  under 
his  protection^  and  assisted  them  in  their  enterpises. 
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Ttie  principal  castles  in  Normandy  had  been  surren- 
dered to  Philip;  and  Jobn^  instead  of  repelling  the 
enemjr^  conscious  of  his  own  crimes  and  of  the  abhor- 
ence  of  the  Normans^  shamefully  fled  to  England. 
The  only  place  which  made  any  resistance  to  the  arms 
of  Philip  and  the  barons^  was  Chateau-Gaillardy 
in  the  Vexin.  This  place  was  bravely  defended  by 
Roger  de  Lacy^  for  the  space  of  six  months,  against 
all  the  power  of  Philip;  and  when  Roger  de  Lacy 
was  compelled  to  surrender,  he  was  treated  with 
great  respect,  and  allowed  to  live  at  liberty  in  Paris 
upon  his  parole,  but  he  could  not  obtain  his  release 
until  he  had  paid  six  thousand  marks  for  his  ransom. 

Roger  de  Lacy,  after  having  obtained  his  liberty, 
was  actively  employed  in  arranging  his  own  private 
concerns;  and  in  the  sixth  scutage  of  John,  he 
answered  for  forty  three  knights-fees  and  a  half.  Hef 
died  October  1,  1211,  and  was  interred  in  the 
abbey  of  StanloWy  leaving  by  Maude  de  Clare  his 
wife,  a  daughter  married  to  Geoffry,  dean  of 
Whalley ;  and  John  de  Lacy  who  succeeded  to  his 
possessions. 

At  this  period  the  oppressions,  cruelties  and 
crimes  of  the  king,  had  incensed  the  whole  kingdom 
against  him.  Every  one  secretly  wished  his  deposi-^ 
tion ;  and  some  avowed  their  wish,  that  such  a  pest 
to  society  and  scourge  to  the  nation,  might  be 
removed.  While  mai's  minds  were  thus  agitated, 
Peter  de  Pontefract,  commonly  called  the  wis^ 
hermit  J  on  account  of  his  various  predictions  of  seve* 
ral  strange  things,  which  were  to  come  to  pass^ 
prophesied  openly  of  king  John,  and  said,  '^  that 
on  the  ascension  day  following,  there  should  be  no 
king,  and  that  the  crown  on  that  day  should  be 
trandated  to  another."    The  king  hearing  thereof 
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c0t»nm«ie«ltliehermittobebrottp[lilbefo^  and 
oa-hii^  arrival,  the  kiii^  dcManded  whether  he  should 
die  €Nfi  that  day  ?  or  in  what  niaiiiier  be.  sbQiikd  be 
depmed  of  bis  clX)wf»^  The  beFmit  aosweeed,  ^  kmxir 
lAiis  moftt  €@rlainly,  ih^t  at  Ihat  day  thoa  shall  not 
be  king",  and  if  I  should,  befennd  a  lier,  then  doe 
tf  ith  me  what  ye  wttl.-^  On  Mfbich  the  Jcing  replied, 
<^  it  sliaUbeeeven  so  asthoa  hast  scbide/'  and  instantly 
drdered  him  into  pvktm  th^a  to  be  kept  till  th^ttme  ^, 

*  '<  Adcordifig  <^  M.  tsM,  bis  piedictka  Vf9^  «•  that  Jofaa 
^tQiiki  not  be  ki|\g  fte  pact  AfOip»mqn-i4^,  nOf  wfterwardis  M 
th^t  th^  crown  qi  EnglaA^  should  on  th^t  4»y  be  transferred  to 
anpther.'^  T(^  origips^  runs  tlius ;  "  Sub  his  quoque  diebiis,  erat 
hi  provincia  efcoradensr,  beremita  quidam  Petms  iromhie^  qui  eo 
^od  anvith  futura  mulla  pr»dixerBi^  M[|lfeiNi  dkeb^tuf .  Hie  in« 
lepalia  (puiae  spiritu  prcpfaetiee  tactu»  vidcriitietrqB^  Job^imie:  palam 
CGHT^Lm  CMi\^tis  tistantibu!^  Uiud  praedkasdo  pi^lice  as^rebat :  Sluod 
nonforei  rox  in  die  4onnni<^(K  Jscemionis  frcfxime  seq/uentU^  ncc  dc- 
inceps :  ^d  dif  ilia  coronam  JngWa  ad  alitm  tfantfefri  pngdiiit. 
Cujus  assertio  cum  ad  regis  notitiam  ^evenisset,  et,  ip«e  ji^bente, 
ftd  ejus  priBese^rain  adducHM  fuMcC,  qossixit  ah  ^  rex ;  *9i  die  ilh 

pondit ;  Noveritis  ccrtissime  quod  die  pradicta  rex  non  eris.  Et  n 
4e  mendaciq  corwictusfupro,  de  me  qufid  placuerit  'fa^iafis.  Cui 
i9xijiat,  inquit,  sectmthtm  terhm  tmm.  Time  rex  tradkMtillum 
Wiibeliao  de'  Harecuti,  castcdlBidum,  qn^Mn  idflu  WilBefaiv^ 
ciisto4ibvs.e|  afctipfibMs  vi^euKft  CQtiM(Uctun>|  apud  oorriciin  hicar^ 
cer^vU,  4owc  probarel  quern  t:xituiQ  res  haberet,"  Ma^t,  Par. 
jp.  Id5. 

Wikes  treats  (his  Aermit  aran  impostor  for  pretenditig  to  the 
hn^wlec^  of  Allure  erenti,  which  "oiir  authof  ti^  heUmgitiaGpi 
tnly ;  sMnb^s  his  pop^l^fhy  ^  thf  ifti^rMq^  •*'  ♦e  wilgiv}  V)A 
represents  him  ?s  foretelling  eawessty^  that  Jolin  should  die  in  the 
fourteenth  year  of  his  reign.  His  words  are  too  remarkable  to  be 
Omiited.  ''Cisdem  t^poribOs  erat  quidem  btcus  in  Ang!ia,  no- 
iume  Petfttft  de  Pmifirei  qeem  w^lgo  Peiaim  Mfsbtfes^  anglice  nan- 
cupsdsant,  cui  kieoaud  ripliBam  ahbpikitask  pfo^o  q^snuka 
pne4iKeFat>  quse  postee  rei  ^x];tus  apj^robsivit,  prof)heti3  spiritum 
s^sereb^t  inesse,  tribuens  ei  pr^scientiam  futuroruip^  qua&^  secun- 
dum fii^m  caOioUcaai  soli  deo  creditor  ascribenda;  diu  autem 
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pmdhcttd  wa&  elcplred^  In  the  mean  tinfe,  tbe  pope 
lad  e^KGomniuQidated  the  king,  and  laid  tile  king- 
dom mlder  ah  interdicttdn^  Whieh  oUiged  the  king 
to  resign  fais6)'ownand  dominioBs  Inta  the  pape'6 
famdsr^bi^h  he  did  by  eharter^  datedthe  ItSth  df 
May,  (fteiiig  the  asdeaeioh  day)  in  tbe  ftHttteentb 
jrearof  hig  t«ign  to  Pandolph  tbe  pope's  vi€egerent| 
who  kfejrt  the  croi*n  four  o?  fife  day«,  by  which  the 
faermit'^  prediction  was  i«  gome  measure  iULGUed^ 
hot  as  it  was  the  king's  prerogative  to  tnake  his  own 
interpretation,  it  eost-ifae  pool*  hermit  bis  life.  As^ 
cension-day  was  no  sooner  past  than  ti)e4(Hig  ordered 
ttie  be^tnit  6ui  of  fkibon^  atid  condemnt^  iiim  to  be 
tied  to  a  Horse's  tail»  and  difawn  through  the  streets^ 
and  ttmt  botb  he  and  his  ^on  should  be  liaoged  on  a 
gibbet^  wfaidb  sbnt^nce  was  instantly  executed. 

|i»Saatat'|mit3Dlrainquartuiii  deemium  regni  legis,  regnancK 
pblestBlttm  regi  finalitsr  eximendam,  quori  quidem  oontigit,  sed 
silo  modo  .q|i|aip  pHtaba^.  Alludebat;  eiiani  huic  j>r^sagio  revelatlp 
facta,  cuifUun  mbhac\i6  v\t6  sancto  transiharinO  in  soinnis :  quok 
xlkt^  aiifibs  itiV.  mon  t^aret.  £t  quid«m  annb  regtii  »ui  quarto 
^kimb{Ulii^Tttlmtim  e^ty  »  ei  regnutn  simm  ^edi  aposloKcae  sub- 
Jn^gariff"  Quf'  Suth^,  a^^r  expoundin|^  and  confirming  ^he 
tnitk  of  tbc^  )iex;^i^'$  .^eaiction,  by  thb  king's  submission  Ito  the 
apostfilical  see,  proceeds  to  ihfdnh  us,  thdt  John  baving  l^ntiuittd 
of  Peter  the  day  before  he  made  his  submission,  how  long  lite 
tfiDiipit  te  Should  hxgn,  Was  answered^  ^^fill  three  d'dodk  the 
twatihij  at  farthest:^  and  John  was  so  highly  exasperated  by  his 
repiyr^hathetH^denad  him  to  be  closely  cotifined  in  Corf-caslle, 
)vitba  firm  resolution  of  bringing  him  to  punishihent,  ahd  theni!xt 
jear  Ke  Was  tdrn  tb  piedes  b^  hotses,  aft^  having  bli^n  huttg  upon 
a  giAoWft.    Ch^^nlc.  T.  Wtaxs  adan.  1213  and  1214.; 

Tlis  Extraordinary  predicMon  h  authenticated  by  the  rnanu* 
lodpC  of  W^ndover ;  and  I^olydore  Virgil  imputes  it  to  the  dis* 
coveties  of  magic^  "  magicis  artibus.''  But  Speed  jiidiciodsly  MS« 
pecU  (he  whole  of  iinpd<itute,  and  ithi^ines  that  th^  hentiit  was 
Mb6i^,  fo  i^sea  (he  atlaeintieiil  ^th((  pebfle  to  th«  king. 
Speed  b.  be  ch.  S,  p.  55S; 
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John  de  Lacy,  the  lord  of  Pontefract,  who, 
after  the  death  of  Alice  de  Jguila,  his  first  wife 
without  issue,  married  Margaret,  daughter  and 
coheiress  of  Robert ,  son  of  Saher  de  Quincy,  Earl  of 
Lincoln.  This  Robert  married  Hauys,  fourth  sister 
and  coheiress  of  Randal  Blundevil,  Earl  of  Chester 
and  Lincoln,  who  gave  to  her,  in  the  distribution  of 
his  lands  and  honors,  the  latter  earldom,  scilicet  qtum^ 
turn  ad  me  pertinuit  ut  inde  comitissa  existat-^-rfrom 
her  it  descended  to  Margaret  her  daughter,  who,  by 
marrying  John  de  Lacy,  brought  the  earldom  of 
Lincoln  into  that  family. 

In  the  fifteenth  of  king  John,  John  de  Lacy 
engaged  to  pay  to  the  king  seven  hundred  marks,  in 
the  space  of  four  years,  for  livery  of  all  his  lands  as 
inherited  by  his  father,  and  to  be  discharged  of  all 
his  father's  debts  due  to  the  exchequer;  obliging 
himself  by  that  oath,  in  case  he  should  ever  fidl  from 
his  allegiance,  and  adhere  to  the  king's  enemies,  all 
his  possessions  should  be  forfeited  to  the  crown.  It 
was  also  by  this  agreement  stipulated^  that  the  king 
should  retain  the  castles  of  Pontefitict  and  Dunning* 
ton  in  his  own  hands,  and  that  John  de  Lacy  should 
allow  forty  pounds  per  Annum,  for  the  custody  of 
them. 

Under  the  influence,  and  by  the  direction  of 
Archbishop  Langton,  a  number  of  barons  associated 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  redress  of  grievances. 
The  lu'cbbishop  had  found  a  copy  pf  the  charter 
granted  by  Henry  I.  on  his  accession  to  the  throne. 
He  shewed  this  to  the  barons,  who  engaged,  to  ob« 
tain  a  renewal  of  it,  and  a  full  restoration  of  the 
laws  of  Edward  the  Confessor.  They  collected  their 
forces,  and  ultimately  obtained  the  famous  charter^ 
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caned  Magna  Charta  ^,  which  is  considered  as  the 
ibondation  of  British  liberty. 

The  barons,  who  had  obtained  this  important 
charter,  ware  too  wise  to  leave  this  work  unfinislied. 
They  knew  too  well  the  king^s  character,  to  think 
that  he  would  ever  agree  to  the  performance  of  this 
charter,  unless  compelled  by  necessity.  They 
chose  twenty-five  of  their  number  to  see  the  charter 
carried  into  execution.  John  de  I^cy  was  chosen 
one  of  this  number;  and  on  their  cantoning  the 
kingdom  among  themselves,  he  had  Yorkshire  and 
Nottinghamshire  allotted  for  his  share.: 

The  barons,  in  this  struggle  for  liberty,  incurred 
the  displeasure  of  the  pope.  John  having  disgrace* 
fully  given  the  CFOwn  to  the  see  of  Home,  and  now 
holding  it  as  a  fief  of  St.  Peter,  was  considered  as  a 
dear  son  of  the  church,  while  the  wicked  barons  were 
doomed  to  suffer  all  the  ptaaltips  which  the  church 
oould  inflict.  They  were  solemnly  excommuqicated^ 
and  all  the  pious  were  separated  fi:om  theoi.  This 
had  such  an  eflect  on  John  de  Lacy>  that  on  ob* 
taming  letters  of  safe  conduct,  he  w^nt  to  the  king 
and  made  his  peace. 

In  the  first  of  Henry  III.  Lewis,  the  son  of 
Philip,  the  king  of  Ffanfje,  who  had  been  invited  f 
by  the  barons,  to  come  and  accept  the  crown,  being 
expelled  by  the  prudent  conduct  of  the  great  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  the  regent,  John  de  Lacy  was  admitted 
to  favour.     He,  together  with  many  other  English 

*  Hiis  important  diarter  asceitained  the  reliefs  for  earldomi, 
baronies,  and  knights  fees,  which  had  been  arbitrary ;  it  stipulates, 
that  DO  aid,  sculage,  or  tax  should  be  levied  without  the  consent  of 
the  cosnmon  council  of  the  nation  ;  and  that  no  person  should  be 
t^en,  imprisoned,  or  disseized  of  his  freehold  and  liberties,  without 
legal,  process,  and  the  lawful  judgment  of  his  peers, 
t  Majt.  Par.  p.  303,  or  30, 
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nobles  *,  took  the  cross^and  Weint  to  the  kolfldnd^  in 
the  year  following.  Riobard^  the  king's  brother, 
lissisted  by  J6Hn  ds  Lady  fand  others  carri^  on 
the  war  apfaintl  the  Safac^ns  with  rigour,  add 
eovefed  with  laurtk^  at  length  retnmtld.  John  d^ 
Lacy  appears^  not  to  have  crmtinued  long  abroad, 
l)ut  to  hav6  rettrmed  with  him.  We  find  him  among 
the  barons  in  the  gbeet  cooneil  assembled  in  the 
twenty-third  of  this  rei^$  and  in  thafr  year  be  4tad 
n  grant  df  the  shtriffaUy  x)f  Cheshire)  and  was 
appointed  goi^emor  of  the  easlle  of  Chester^ 

He  had  returns  of  all  the  king's  writs  thnragH- 
but  the  wapontakes  of  Staincrogs  and  Osgoldcross, 
in  this  county;  and  obtained  th^  further  privilege, 
^*  that  all  merehanti^  tod  strangers,  coming  by  wa^ 
tertb  the  toWh  of  PontefraK,  shoald  be  frde  from 
payment  o^  any  toll f.         ' 

John  de  Lacy,  di^  July  fte,  12*0^  and  -left 
issue  by  Margaret  his  wife,  two  daughters,  and 
Edmund  hi!s'<ynly  son  and  lieir.  The  daiiightera 
iver^  tont  for  tdoburt,  lind  educated  with  the  kiAg'ft 
oivn  dai!ight«h$. 

Edmund  de  Lacy,  appears  to  harabden  at»ti)e 
trnl^  6f  hfe  (hth^i^s  denii§e  tttlder  age^  and  conse- 
quently a  itard  of  the  king.  Hig  great  poisessioos, 
excited  in  tb^  queen,  th^  desrfO  of  marry in^  hito  t6 
one  of  her  own  retetidtt&.  Accordingly,  A  daugh«- 
ter  of  the  Mslrquls  d^  Saludss,  wHs  brought  ot^ 
from  Italy,  and  Edtatnnd  was  fbrtfed  to  marry  her ; 
a  ctrcum^tdnce,  ti'hfch  ocoasioned  no  liltle  disoon- 
tent  among  the  English  nobiHty. 

In  the  3.5th  of  Henry  III.  Edmund  obialh^d  a 
charter  for  iveQ  warren  |  in  all  bis  demesne  lands, 

♦  Pal.  21.  Henry  III.  f  Ro»..  de  Efto». 

X  Free  Warren,  i$  a  franchise  gitet^  M  preservation  or 
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bdongiDg  to  his  honour  of  Poiitrfvaot.  He  also 
obtained  another  charter  from  the  lame  nuMiarehy 
^r  a  ireddy  marlcet, .  to  .be. held  every.  Wednosday 
at  Tanshelf,  within  his  lordship  of  Pontefract^ 
>nd  a. fair  y^early  for  three  days, .  viz*  on  the  eve, 
day  and  morrow  q£  the  feast  of  the  Holy  Trinity4 

Edmund  dying  in.  the  life-time  of  h^  motb^*, 
never  assnined  the  title  of  £arl  of  Lincoini  He 
founded  the  houae  of  the  White  Friars  in  PonlOf 
fiact,  and  was  snoceeded  by  his  son  and  heir, 

Henry  de  Lacy,  the  la^  and.  great^Jt  man  of 
his  line.  He  married  Margaret,  daughter  and 
mlfi  hiaress  of  William  ^Longespe,  son  of  the  £ar| 
ef  Salisbury.  By  her  he  had  two  sent;,  fidimiad 
and.  John.  It  is  isaid  that  Edmund  wast  drowned 
in  a  well  at  Denbigh  castle;  and  that  John,  when 
young,  ranniog  hastily  upon  a  turret  in  Pontefradi 
MstlOi  fell  do(wn  and  was  killed*  It  is  scs^rcely  proi 
bable,  that  two  children  should  perish  in  tUs  ma&» 
ner;  and  it  is  more  natural  to  believe  that  the  two 
acoomitfl  have  originated  from  the  fidl  of  John,  and 

custody  of  beasts  and  fowls  of  warren ;  wjiich,  being  ferae 
flabira!,  *frery  ene  had  a-rlght  to  %tt!  a«  he  fcouM ;  but  bpt*n  the 
intiDdiioliBii  ^f  tiie  feosnt  Uws^  «t  the  tf  oii«ift  oooquett,  Ihea^ 
aaiaMk  ^iag  lopk^  iQ»ii  ^  Tqysii^up^e,  iMid-lif}4  sole  pr<^rty  of 
our  savage  inoo^9h!}|  this  fr^i^i^hisQ  pf  h^  \varr^  was  ;nvente4 
to  protect  tjiem ;  hy  giving  the  grantee  o,  sole  and  exclusive  powqr 
cif  killing  «lch  game  sd  far  aft  his  warren  Extended,  on  condition  ot 
b»  preiieiitfatg  ath«ir  p^rsotw.  >  Minwood  tnformn  us,  *^  that  the 
hav^lhecwify,  the  pheasant  and  the  p^M-tri^ge,  werebeasts  and 
Xowls  of  wgrr^n  ;  sis\4  no  qther.  Sir  Edvy^rd  Cool^e^.  m^r^tio|)«  ac 
beasts  and  fowls  of  warren,  roes,  rails  and  quails,  woodcoclvS| 
toallarrfs  and  heroris.  HeAry  I.  granted  to  Henry  Keighly, 
knightj  the  privilege  of  free  warren  within  his  ownittanor/*  ita 
f»d  aattnr  iHcru  igrrat  ilb$  ^d  fygaBthm  m  iis,  .ul/td  aliquid 

ipuus  Henrici  et  succmiH'um  gu^    Free  wa.r?e9  gave  to  the  lor4 
of  a  manor  an  exclusive  right  to  hunt  and  kill  the  game  therein. 
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the  early  death  of  Edmund.  He  had  tw6  daughters, 
Alice  and  Margaret;  the  former  of  which  only  sur- 
vived, and  was  marriedto  Thomas,  son  of  Edmund, 
Earl  of  Lancaster. 

Henry  de  Lacy  was  the  confidential  friend  of 
Edward  I.  whom  he  seems  not  a  little  to  have  re- 
sembled in  courage,  activity,  prudence,  and  every 
other  quality  which  can  adorn  a  soldier  or  a  states- 
man. His  services  began  with  the  reign  of  Edward. 
In  the  first  of  Edward  he  beseiged  and  took  the 
castle  of  Chartly,  in  Staffordshire,  which  Robert  de 
Ferrers  had  entered  and  detained  by  force  from 
Hamon  L'Estrange,  to  whom  il  bad  been  granted 
by  Henry  III.  upon  the  attainder  of  Ferrers. 

In  the  sixth  of  Edward  I.  he  granted  a  ^  diarter 
to  his  burgesses  of  Pontefract,  confirming  the 
grants  and  charters  of  his  ancestor,  Roger  de  Lacy» 
and  also  f  another  charter  respecting  the  right  of 
erecting  stalls. 

In  the  year  1290,  he  was  appointed  the  first 
commissioner  for  rectifying  the  abuses  which  had 
crept  into  the  administration  of  justice,  especially 
in  the  court  of  common  pleas ;  an  office  in  which 
he  bet^iaved  with  the  most  exemplary  fid^ty  and 
strictness.  He  was  sent  in  Il293»  Ambassador  to 
France,  to  demand  satisfaction  for  plundering  the 
English  merchants  by  the  subjects  of  that  kingdom. 

He  obtained  a  charter  in  the  year  1294,  to  hold 
several  markets  in  different  places,  and  among  them 
a  market  every  Wednesday  at  Pontefract,  and  a  fair 
upon  the  eve  of  Palm-Sunday,  and  the  three  days 
following. 

After  the  death  of  Edmund  Earl  of  Lancaster,  he 
was  appointed  commander  in  chief,  of  the  army  of 
Gascony  and  Viceroy  of  Aquitaine. 

•  Char.  2.Appd.  f  Char.  3. 
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In  1S98,  he  raised  the  siege  of  St.  Catherine^ 
near  Thoulouse,  and  expelled  the  French  from  the 
confines  of  that  country.  In  1399>  he  led  the  van- 
gnard,  at  the  memorable  battle  of  Falkirk,  in  Scot- 
land, in  which  the  Scots  lost  one  thousand  two 
hundred  men,  and  Edward  obtained  a  victory  the 
most  brilliant  and  decisive. 

Henry  having  been  long  married^  and  not  having 
any  male  issue  living,  did  in  the  twentieth  of  Edward 
I.  render  up  his  castle  and  barony  of  Ponlefract, 
with  all  the  manors,  hamlets,  and  other  rights  there- 
unto belonging,  into  the  king's  hands;  but  condi- 
tionally it  seems,  for  that  monarch,  by  his  charter, 
dated  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  28th  December,  in 
the  twenty-first  of  Edward  L  regranted  the  castle  and 
hononr  of  Pontefiact  unto  the  said  Henry  de  Liacy, 
and  the  heirs  of  his  body,  with  remainder  to  his 
royal  brother,  Edmund,  Earl  of  Lancaster,  and  the 
heirs  of  his  body,  and  for  want  of  such  issue  to  the 
king  and  his  heirs. 

In  the  year  1294,  the  king  granted  him  a  charter 
to  hold  several  markets  at  different  places,  and 
amongst  them,  a  market  upon  every  Wednesday  at 
Pontefract,  and  a^r  upon  theeve  of  Palm  Sunday, 
the  day  and  three  days  following. 

In  the  twenty-eighth  of  Edward  I.  Oueen  Marga- 
ret resided  at  the  castle  of  Pontefract,  whil6  the  king 
was  engaged  in  an  expedition  to  Scotland.  Several 
of  the  nobility  who  attended  her,,  fond  of  the  chaoef^ 
went  a  hunting  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  Queen, 
who  was  then  in  a  pregnant  state,  took  a  ride  for 
the  benefit  of  her  health;  and  being  drawn  on  by 
the  sport  of  the  field,  as  £u:  as  Brotherton,  was 
there  taken  ill,  and  safely  delivered  of  her  fifth  son. 
The  royal  in£tht  was  therefore  at  the  qtieen*s  desire> 


from  St.  Thbdiad  of  Ganterbutyi  to  whom  she 
prayed  In  her  extremity,  cdled  Thomas  de  Bro^ 
thertoii*.  He  was  afterwards  by  kiug  Edward  the 
f^ohd,  his  bfolher,  mbde  £at4  of  Norfolk,  and 
the  offiee  of  marshal  of  England  was^  conferred 
by  parliament  on  him,  end  hk  heirs  mate  lawfully 
begotten,  which  his  descendeiit^  the  preitent  Duke 
of  NbrfWk  eftjbys.  Ndt  far  ftt>m  the  church  at 
Brotherton,  was  a  piece  of  ground  of  about  twenty 
ricres,  surtoutidfed  with  A  trench  and  a  wall*  wherfe 
(as  tradition  informs  ns)  stood  the  house  in  which 
queett  Margaret  Was  brotight  to  bed,  tod  the 
tferiahts  were  obliged  by  th^  teuure  of  their  laiid> 
to  keep  it  sbhrotinded  by  a  Wall  of  stotte. 

In  the  parliament  of  Carlisle,  Ult.  Edward  I. 
Henry  de  Lacy  had  preced^hce  of  all  the  peers  of 
England  after  the  Prme^  Of  Wiles  j  add  after  the 
death  of  his  bid  n^ast^r,  he  geems  to  have  retained 
the  cbilfidraCiB  6f  hi^  sttii ;  fof  in  the  important 
expedition  of  Edward  II.  into  Scotland,  he  who  had 
ishafed  the  triumphs  of  Falkirk^  W^s  i»pared  the  dis- 
grftee  of  Bahnockhnrn,  by  being  left  protector  of 
England.  He  died  February  5.  1310,  aged  60,  and 
Was  buried  in  St.  PaUl^s,  Ldtldoti. 

*  In  the  Cottonian  librarj  is  a  book  of  grants,  bcauti&lly 
illuminatecl,  among  which^  there  is  one  of  Edward  11.  giving  a 
commission  to  Thohias  de  Brotherton,  appointing  him  his  marshal 
of  England.  Over  this  patntihg  is  written,  Litertt,  k.  Edwatdi, 
constitueiit^  Thomain  de  Brolhertbh,  Comttem  Nottingham 
Marescallera  AngliiBB. 

Xhis  ciirieus  painting  is  richly  embossed  with  gold  and  ele- 
gantly  coloured ;  (he  king  sits  on  a  light  red  throne,  dressed  in  a 
blue  robe,  lined  with  ehhine;  th^  armbur  of  Thomas  is  a  light 
kkt^,  esccej>i  the  body,  #hibh  is  pAint^  red;  alid  the  Ifon  Arg^tit^ 
and  the  jdiii^<)f  the  aramir  at  the  eibow^^  and  knees,  which  are 
gold  J  the  back  ground  is  a  deep  sea  green  )  the  letter  is  white; 
shaded  with  red,  inclosed  in  a  gold  square. 
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Thus  terminated  the  once  noble  name  of  Lacy. 
Whatever  anxiety  men  may  feel  to  transmit  their 
name  to  posterity  in  that  of  their  children,  in  si  few 
generations,  it  is  probable,  that  Tery  name  ivill  be 
forgotten, 

AO  hfM  ilft  (hte  bebw ;  the  fat^  hqqr . 

Was  r^gister'd  in  heav'n  ere  time  be;^. 

We  turn  to  dust^  and  all  our  mightiest  works 

Die  too :  the  deep  foundations  that  we  lay. 

Time  ploughs  theiv)  up,  and  not  a  tiace  remsdnf« 

We  build  with  what  we  deem  eternal  rock : 

A  distaqt  age  asks  Where  the  fabric  stood  ; 

And  in  the  dust,  sifted  and  aeardiM  in  vain. 

The  undincoveiable  secret  sleepa*  ! 

AH  flesh  U  grass,  and  all  iti  glory  fiukg 
Xike  the  fair  flofv'r  dishqvel'^in  the  wi94 ; 
Riches  have  wings,  and  grandeur  is  adiea^i; 
The  Bian  we  celebrate  must  find  a  tomb. 
And  we  that  worship  him  ignoble  graves. 
Notliing  is  proof  against  the  general  curse 
Of  vanity,  that  seiaes  all  below* 
T^4i9iy  an^aranthiqe  iov^f  on  earth 
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SECTION    VII. 

Inquiry  into  the  conduct  and  character  of  Thomas^ 
Earl  of  Lancaster^  commonly  called  St.  Thomas. 

1  HOMAS,  Earl  of  Lancaster,  was  the  son  of 
Edmund,  who  was  the  fifth  son  of  Henry  III. 
^  Henry  de  X-acya  on  the  failure  of  male  issue,  had 
bequeathed  to  his  daughter  and  heiress,  Alice,  who 
had  married  Thomas  Earl  of  Lancaster,  all  his 
estates;  and  on  a  failure  of  issue  from  this  marriage, 
he  entailed  them  on  the  king  and  his  heirs.  Henry  de 
Lacy,  who  had  been  the  ornament  of  the  court  of 
Edward  I.  aiid  one  of  those,  whose  fidelity  and 
courage  had  contributed  to  the  glory  of  his  reign, 
by  this  entail  of  his  vast  possessions,  gave  a  remark- 
able proof  of  his  strong  attachment  to  the  royal 
family. 

Edward  11.  previous  to  the  death  of  his  fiither, 
had  given  too  many  indications  of  that  weakness 
which  characterized  his  reign,  to  escape  notice;  and 
his  attachment  to  Piers  Gaveston,  the  companion  of 
his  crimes  and  pleasures^  it  was  foreseen,  would  one 
day  bec6me  a  source  of  calamities  to  his  kingdom. 
It  is  said,  that  Henry  de  Lacy,  after  the  death  of 
his  old  friend  and  master,  Edward  I.  and  the  acces* 
sion  of  Edward  II.  particularly  charged  Thomas, 
Earl  of  Lancaster,  to  watch  the  conduct  of  Gaves- 
ton, and  strenuously  to  defend  the  liberties  of  the 
people. 

Thomas,  Earl  of  Lancaster,  with  other  barons 
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of  public  and  independent  spirit,  bad  soon  to  con- 
tend against  this  unprincipled  minion.  Edward  II. 
gave  him  the  earldom  of  Cornwal;  and  he  disposed 
of  all  offices  and  places  according  to  his  pleasure. 
By  his  advice  all  the  faithful  servants  of  the  late 
king  were  removed  from  their  posts,  and  their  place 
supplied  with  his  creatures. 

The  favourite  could  not  bear  his  good  fortune 
with  moderation;  he  became  haughty  and  overbear- 
ing, and  looked  down  on  the  English  nobility  with 
the  most  supercilious  contempt.  In  the  splendor  of 
his  dress,  he  endeavoured  to  outshine,  not  only  the 
nobility,  but  even  the  king  himself. 

The  insults  which  the  barons  received,  excited 
them  unanimously  to  seek  redress,  and  to  insist  on 
the  banishment  of  Gaveston.  The  king  supported 
his  minion  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  but  finding 
it  impossible  to  vanquish  the  spirit  of  the  barons,  he 
ai  length  complied  with  their  request,  and  Gaveston 
was  banished  the  realm. 

He  was  sent  into  Gascony,  where  the  king 
Inade  him  a  grant  of  a  large  estate,  and  even  be- 
stowed the  honour  of  Cockermouth;  in  England. 
The  king  could  not  endure  his  absence;  and  having 
obtained  the  assistance  of  the  pope,  to  absolve  him 
fmm  bis  engagements,  this  favourite  was  recalled. 

He  was  no  sooner  restored  to  power,  than,  for- 
getting his  late  banishment,  he  exeroised  it  in  the 
same  wanton  manner  he  had  previously  done.  He 
appeared  to  think  his  authority  so  well  established, 
that  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  future  attempts 
of  the  barons;  and  he  not  only  neglected  to  con- 
ciliate their  esteem  and  regard,  but  attacked  the 
character  of  the  leading  nobles  by  personal  reflec- 
tions ♦. 

^  He  characterised  the  Earl  of  Lancaster,  by  the  title  of 
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Tbe  prodigality  of  the  kipg  and  tbo  fttourite 
soon;  ejrbJuistcd  the  treasury^  %nd  a  parliament  waa 
qalled  to  grant  an  assessment  for  tlie  supply  of  t^ie 
king's  necessities.  The  barons  went  prepared  to 
destroy  the  favourite^  and  to  regulate  apd  reform 
tbe  administratioa.  They  insisted  tliat  a  certain 
number  of  their  own  body  should  be  chosen  to 
correct  tbe  abuses  of  govenunent,  and  to  whom 
the  administration  should  be  given.  The  persons 
thus  cho^Q  were  caUed  Ordainers^  and  among 
them-  was  Thomas^  Earl  of  I^ancaster, 

While  the  king  was  intent  on  prosecuting  tbe 
war  against  Robert  Bruce^  tbe  reaowned  leader 
tnd'king  of  tbe  Scots,  tbe  ordainers  were  drawing 
^p  ordimmces  for  preserving  the  peace  of  tbe 
churchy  collecting  the  custoois,  and  calling  the 
late  collectors  to  an  accoijint$  for  regulating  the 
court  of  e^cbequer,  and  for  redressing  all  griev- 
ances. Piers  Gaveston  was  banished  tbe  reahuj 
for  having  embezzled  the  king's  treasure,  procur* 
iog  blank  charters^  which  be  filled  up  according 
to  hi^  own  pjeasure,  protecting  robbery,  and  arro'^ 
gating  tp  .himself  tbe  regal  power  and  dignity. 

Edward  bad  no  desire  to  comply  with  any  of 
these  ordinances,  and  lea^tjof  all  with  that  whicli 
banished  his  favourite.  The  barons  im^i^ted  on 
his  complying  with  every  ordinance;  arid  not 
having  the  power  to  resist,  he  submitted,  and 
Gaveston  was  ag^in  banished.  The  king  having 
DO  sources  of  enjoyment  in  his  own  mind»  and 
being  accustomed  to  draw  his  pleasure  from  bis 
favouritCji  found  life  insupportable  without  him* 
He  privately  invited  him  to  return,  and  meeting 
him  at  York,  restored  him  to  all  his  honours. 

stage  player;  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  by  thai  of  Joseph  the  Jew; 
•pd  the  Estflpf  Warwick,  hp  calM  tbe  wi)4  biw  ^f  A'Jil^nn 
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The  barons,  ivho  appear  to  havQ  formed  the 
design  of  abridging  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown^ 
were  incensed  at  this  instance  of  folly  in  the  kingv 
and  presumption  in  the  favourite;  and  having 
collected  troops,  the  Earl  of  Lancaster  marched 
with  imch  expsdition  and  secrecy,  that  he  nearly 
&Qrprized  the  king  and  Gaveston  in  Newcastiei 
to  which  place  they  had  retired.  Edwarti  not 
beiog  able  to  contend  with  Lancaster,  fled  to 
Timnouth,  and  going  on  board  a  vessel  with  his 
favourite,  put  to  sea.  He  landed  Gaveston  at 
Scarborough,  and  having  put  him  in  possession 
of  the  castle,  departied  to  York.  Lancaster  was 
no  sooner  informed  of  Gaveston's  retreat,  than 
he  seai  Pembroke,  Piercy,  and  Clifford,  with  a 
body  of  troops  to  besiege  the  castle;  while  he 
took  post  with  the  rest  of  his  army  between 
that  place  and  York,  in  order  to  cut  off  all  comi* 
manicatlon  between  the  king  and  his  favourite. 
Gaveston,  finding  himself  thus  pent  up,  and  th* 
king  unable  to  afford  him  any  assistance*  was 
forced  to  capitulate^  and  surrender  himself  to 
b»  ertemles.  He  waa  conveyed  to  Dedington. 
and  was  taken  by  Guy,  Earl  of  Warwick,  and 
carried  to  his  castle  there. 

The  Earls  of  Lancaster,  Hereford,  and  ArUn* 
del,  repaired  to  Warwick  to  decide  his  fate.  They 
soon  came  to  a  determination  to  put  him  to 
death  as  a  public  enemy.  The  next  day  he  was 
accordingly  beheaded,  and  Lancaster  is  said  to 
We  viewed  the  head  with  mai^ks  of  brutal  joy* 
The  news  of  his  death  gave  general  satisfaction, 
and  few  beside  the  king  lamented  him.  He 
vowed  vengeance,  and  a  civil  war  would  have 
been  the  consequence,  had  not  common  friends 
interposed^  and  effected  a  reconciliation. 
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It  was  the  misfortune  of  Edward,  that  he 
coukl  not  live  without  favourites.  On  the  death 
of  Gaveston,  the  Spencers  were  admitted  to  en- 
joy his  place;  and  by  a  similar  spirit  and  con- 
duct, excited  the  same  general  resentment.  The 
ordinances  continued  to  be  disregarded,  and  Lan- 
caster on  this  account  maintained  his  opposition 
to  Edward.  To  mortify  Lancaster,  the  Countess 
was  carried  off  from  her  house  at  Caneford,  in 
Dorsetshire,  to  the  castle  of  Ryegate,  by  a 
knight  of  a  most  deformed  figure,  being  lame 
and  hunchbacked.  He  claimed  the  lady  in  con- 
sequence of  a  contract  previous  to  her  marriage 
with  the  earl ;  alledged  he  had  cohabited  with  her 
as  her  husband;  and,  by  an  action  brought  in 
the  king's  court  at  Westminster,  demanded  the 
earldoms  of  Lincoln  and  Salisbury,  of  which 
she  was  heiress*. 

This  singular  transaction  appears  to  have 
been  a  contrivance  of  the  king;  and  what  must 
for  ever  entail  infamy  on  Alice  de  Lacy,  now 
the  countess,  she  joined  in  the  prosedition. 
Thomas,    Earl   of   Lancaster,    enraged   at    this 

*  This  lady,  the  heiress  of  the-  hmily  of  Lacy,  at  an 
early  period,  was  infamous  for  her  amours  and  intrigues.  She 
ViBS  married  to  Lancaster  when  only  nine  years  old,  and  when 
arrived  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  carried  on  an  illicit  amour  with 
the  Earl  of  Warren.  He  built  Sandal  castle,  near  Wakefield, 
where«  having  taken  tlie  Countess  of  Lancaster,  he  detained 
her  for  some  time.  In  an  affray  concerning  this  lady,  be- 
tween the  retainers  of  Lancaster  and  Warren,  commenced  that 
&tal  tragedy  in  which  Sir  John  Elland,  of  Eiland,  and  so  many 
other  valiant  knights  lost  their  lives.  Vid.  Watson's,  Haliiias^ 
p.   176.  and  Whit.  Whalley,  p.   U6. 

This  lady  survived  her  husband,  and  married  one.EubuTo 
le  Strange,  a  man  with  whom  she  had  before  cohabited.  She 
died  without  issue  in  the  sixty-seventh  year  of  her  age,  and 
was  buried  at  the  conventual  church  of  Berlisj^. 


BiSTOfiY  OF  PONTEFBACT*  89 

Cfuei  sittfm^t  against  l|is  hqnour  '^nd  fortune^ 
applied  to  the  king  for  redress,  The  king  re- 
fiised  %o  grgnt  \k\s  request,  and  even  threatened 
to  punish  hiiA  for  his  arrogs^nce  and  presumption. 

La&c^ter  respited  to  (i|o  himself  right  by  force 
ofantis>  and  with  that  view  collected  a  body  of 
eighteen  thonsand  men*  The  king^  conscious  of 
his  bw^  inability ,  to  contend  with  this  powerful 
nobteman^  had  reoo^se  to  the  legates  of  the 
popej  lo  ward  off  the  blow  and  effept  9  reconci* 
liatioo«  They  w^t  to  f^aiic^ter,  fmd  managed 
matters  so  welt  tliat  he  and  the  king  were  once 
more  loade  friends. 

The  conduct. of  the  Spencers  in  seizing  some 
of  the  castles  of  the  barons,  and .  persuading  the 
king  to.  resumq  some  grants  be  had  made;  and 
espedally  dquiving  John  de  Mawbi-ey  of  an 
estate,  which  had  been  .bequeathed  to  him,  pro* 
diiced  a  general  iiniQa  of  that  body,  who 
vere  determined  to  obt^ihi  redress.'  They  applied 
to  L^caster  for  assistance,  this  pnty  person  who 
could  give  effect  to  their  schemes.i  Thus  strengh* 
eoed,  they  deqaataded  the  restoration '  of  their  pro^ 
perty,  and  the  removal  of  the  Spencers;  and 
not  finding  the  king  ready  to  comply'  with  this 
demand,  they  collected  tlieir  To rc^  attacked  the 
castles  of  the  Spencers,  laid.nsasle  their  lands, 
burnt  their  houses,  and  took  awdy  their  cattle. 

Alarmed  at  the  danger  of  his  favourites, 
Edward  issued  oat  a  pi*oclamation,  commanding 
the  barons  to  lay  .down  their  arms,  and  to  sub- 
mit their  grievances  to  the  decission  of  a  par- 
liament, which  should  be  called.  The  barons, 
in  the  mean  time,  assembled  at  Sherburn,  near 
Pontefract,  drew  up  an  instrument,  and  engaged 


90  ftlSTORY  OP  POlnlEFBACt. 

not  to  lay  down  their  anns^  till  they  had  expel^ 
led  the  Spencers^ 

After  this  they  marched  forward  towards  Lon- 
don, and  fixed  their  quarters  on  Clerkenwell* 
green.  They  presented  their  demands  to  the  par- 
liament which  was  then  sitting;  and  a  bill  was 
brought  in  arid  pa^ed,  banishing  the  Spencers. 
This  sentence  was  immediately  published.  That 
the  Spencers,  would  be  accounted  public  enemies, 
if  seen  in  the  kingdom  after  the  29th  of  August, 
The  barons,  on  having  obtained  pardon  for 
their  proceedings,  dismissed  a  part  of  their  forces, 
and  returned  to  their  own  estates;  but  being 
doubtful  of  the  king's  sincerity,  kept  themselves 
in  a  posture  of  defence. 

A  circumstance  now  occurred,  which,  in  its 
consequences,  proved  fatal  to  Lancaster,  md  to 
the  cause  of  the  barons.  The  queen,  according 
to  the  spirit  of  the  times,  going  to  pay  her  de- 
votion at  Becket's  tomb,  being  near  to  the 
castle  of  Leeds,  belonging  to  Badlesmere,  sent 
her  servants  to  demand  lodging  for  a  night. 
Badlesmere  was  not  in  the  castle;  but  hiB  wife 
told  the  servants  they  must  go  and  provide  lodg^ 
ing  for  their  mistress  in  some  other  place;  for 
without  an  order  from  her  husband,  she  would 
neither  admit  her  majesty,  nor  any  other  person, 
into  the  castle.  The  queen  not  believing 
that  such  an  answer  had  been  returned,  repaired 
to  the  gate  of  the  castle,  but  wlw  rudely  repulsed, 
and  six  of  her  attendants'  slahi  by  the  garrison. 

This  insult,  ofiered  to  the  queen,  roused  the 
spirit  of  Edward.  He  immediately .  raised  an  army 
and.  invested  the  castle,  which  had  it  been  sup- 
plied with  provisions,  was  well  furnished .  with 
every  other  requisite  for  e  long  siege. 
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The  lords  of  th^  marches  considered  this  as 
a  commencement  of  hostilities,  and  collected 
their  troops  in  order  to  raise  the  siege.  Lan-- 
caster  refiised  to  support  them,  considering  that 
such  an  insult,  offered  to  the  queen,  ought  to 
be  avenged,  and  her  hbnour  vinchcalted.  The 
castle  surrendered  at  discretion,  and  the  governor, 
and  eleven  principal  officers  were  executed. 

The  king  encouraged  by  this  success,  recalled 
the  Spencers,  and  «et  the  baroiA  at  defiance. 
Lancaster  was  no  sooner  apprized  of  this  event, 
than  he  inveighed  with  v^hemenc^  against  the 
arrogance  of' the  favourites,  and  the  perfidy  and 
baseness  of  the  king,  who  sacrificed  his  honour 
to  gratify '  his  ruling  passion. 

Determined  to  oppose  this  violation  of  the 
kte  statute,  he  summoned  the  bdrons  in  his  inte^ 
rest  to  meet  him.at  Dpncaster,  on  the  29th  of 
November;  and  circuNr  letters  wete  sent  over 
all  the  kingdom,,  representing'  the  danger  to 
which  the  nation  would  h^  ei^ppsed  by  the  return 
of  the  Spencers, 

Many  0f  the  barons  had  espoused  the  cause  of 
Edward  against  Badlesmere,  in  order  to  vindicate 
the  honour  of  the  queen.  .  This  circumstance 
strengthened  the  king's  party,  and  c6ntributed 
to  the  fall  and  ruin  of  {Lancaster  and  his  friends; 
for  deserted  by  many,  on  whose  support  he 
had  relied,  he  was  unable  to  maintain  the  con- 
test. The  king  having  subdued  the  castles  in 
the  west  marshes,  advanced  to  attack  Lancaster. 
In  the  mean  time,  Brucfe,  the  king  of  Scot- 
land, invaded  Nortbtimberland,  and  Lancaster, 
conscious  of  the  weakness  of  his  party,  resolved 
to  conclude  ^n  alliance  with  him  3  and  for  this 
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pnrpbise '  sent  Mawbrey  and  Clifford  with  pro- 
posals, l^nkce  embraced  this  overture  with  alacrity^ 
and  the  barons  ^ncourag^  with  a  prospect  of 
assistance,  laid  si^e  to  the  castle  of  Tickhill, 
bdonging  to  the  crown,  Edward  toeme  to  its 
relief,  and  Lancaster  drew  his  forces  together, 
determined  ik>  hazard  a  battle;  bnt  when  he  saw 
the  vast  saperiority  of  the  kin^^s  army,  he  jbdged 
it  more  wise  to  retreat  north,  in  hope  bf  fcfeing 
reinforced  by  his  Scottish  allies.  '"" 

To  oppose  tJhe  Scots,  Simon  Warde,  gdverwor 
of  York,  and  Harcia,   govern6rof  Carlisle,   bad 
linked  their  forces  near  fiorou^hbrM^.   Edward, 
detached    the    Earls  of  Surry   aflfid  Kent    after 
Lancaster,    invested  •  the    castle    of    Pontefrac*, 
where  Lanciaster  had  inten<i^d  to  have  ddcbded 
himself^,  hot  beStfg  threatened  with  ^alfh  by 
Cliffoi'd,  had  ^ne  t^rth.    Thfe  castte  of  Pbnte- 
fract  sun*€ndet«d  to  the  king  dn  the  ftns*  imn* 
mons;  and  at' Boroughbridge,  Lahcasller  <bund 
the  passage  guarded;  and  was  under  the  nines' 
sity  of  either  surrendering  himself  to  his,  enemies, 
or  of  haisarding  an  cnga^emeift,  arid  by  fighting 
his  way,   Escape  to  Seotlancl.    He  etideiivom^ed 
to  force  the  bridge,  but  feiled'  m  the  attempt. 
Harcia,    being  reinforced   in  the  ni^ht  by    the 
sheriff  of  Yorkshire,  with   the  pdsse  comltatus, 
entered  next  morning  the  town  and  took  Laln- 

*  Lel AND  informs  us^  '' that  Lancaster  and  thetbrds,  met 
in  the  house  of  the  Black  Fryen  at  Ponteftact,  to  consult  *what  they 
ought  to  do.  They  advised  htm  to  march  north  to  DaitstaobUrgh, 
one  of  his  ca»des  in  Northumberland ;  while  he  declared  hb  resolu- 
tion to  stay  at  Pontefract  On  this,  Roger  de  Clifford  drew  his 
**ggeO  and  swore  he  would  kill  him,  unless  he  went  with  them." 
Col.  Vol.  1. 667. 


cadkr,  mH  abofe  a  hundred  barons  and  kiiights, 
beside  many  gentlemen,  prisoners. 

The  king  being  at  the  castle  of  Pontefract, 
when  he  heard  of  this  event,  sent  orders  for 
Lancaster,  and  s.ome  others,  to  be  brought  .to 
him,  Th6  third  «biy  after  their  arrival,  tlie  king 
sitting  hfanself  "in  iudginent,  with  Edmund,  Earl 
of  Kent,  his  broUier,  the  £arls  of  Pembroke 
aad  Warren,  Hugh  v  Spencer,  created  Earl  of 
Windiester  and  others,  sentetoce  of  death  wad 
passed  on  Thomas,  E^ritrf^  Lancaster,  ta  Be  drawn^ 
hanged,  and  beheaded, as  a  traitor«.  The  king 
remitted  the  two  first  pjiinbhrnents^  in  considera^ 
lion  of  his  being  a  prioce  of  the  royal  blood.     . 

It  is  reiated,  thttt  <^en  he  was  brought  as  a 
prisoner  to  Pontefract,  he  was  rudfely  insulted  by 
his  own  vassals,  and  called,  king  Arthur;  a  name^ 
which  it  is  said,  he  bad  once  iiFonioally  applied  to 
Edward.     He  was  pat  Infto-a  tow^r,  which  Leland  * 

^the  ibibwifig  dttidUtit  of  this  maHer,  «<triioted  from  the 
Chroni^e  of  WilluBii  <fe  Pakington,  is  contained  in  the  Ist  vol. 
Lei.  Cd.  p.  461,  &c.-^AlMt  this  tynie  Hcimy  Lacy  £rle  «f 
Lincoh  dyed,  «iid  otorg^  ItioiKitt  oCLaneutre  his  suDne  yn  bw 
and  hfejinv  -thtt  he  should  ntayntoiiie  his  ^pireHe  i^ftynst  Peter 
^^Aveyiom  'Bewhosmeanes  alter,  «nd  the  Counteof  Warwickes, 
was  Pers  Geveston  behedid  at  Gavcnriahith  by  Watmrick  die  xxisc 
ofi(ddi)«ilte7e^^bii^  Lord  1S12.  King  Eduarde  hunenting 
Bod  de^Qg  Gfedjiiat  he  might  «m  be-revengid  of  Fetor  Gave- 
itonsMbe. 

The  Nobles  of  Enghmd  s«i^  the  Infinite  eov«tous»ess  of  ^he 
Dispenser,  ciiae'toThomatf^f-Latieastreto  treatea  mebieibr  it, 
And  afarof  one  a«setit  mde' assemble  al  SHirburne  yn  Elm^di^ 
And  sending  the  Kings  8(ip|>ticiafOii,  sind  not  hard/  the  Borons 
went  fflU)  Oie  Matches  of  Wales,  and  destroyid  the  Dispensars 
*«>des.  Then  King  Edward,  at  the  motion  of  the  I>ispensars, 
^ishid  John  Mountbray,  Roger  Clifford,  Goseline  Dafnvine, 
and  djvers  ^others.  And  after  the  Barons  calid  by  brief  to  a  par- 
^''BM  c$m  with  3  ba^yles  ^in  6rder,  hav^g  ten  colourid  handet 
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says,  he  had  new]y  made'  towards  the  abbey.  It  is 
roost  probable,  this  was  the  tower  afterwards  called 

on  tlieyr  sieves,  whereof  it  was  caullid  the  parlement  de  la  Bende. 
and  yn  this  company  were  Humfre  de  Boun  Counte  of  Hereforde, 
Syr  Hugh  de  Audciey,  Sir  Roger  Dainare,  &c.  &a 

The  fiigfons  hering  (the  Kiog?  had  taken  the  Castle  of 
Leeds)  both  the  Mortymers  toke  Bridge-north,  for  which  the  King 
banished,  by  proclamatioq,  Thomas  of  Lancastre  and  Humfrede 
Boun  with  al  theyr  adherents. 

And  after  the  King  cumming  agayn  his  Barons  with  a  strong 
hosle,  both  Mortymer  the  uncle,  and  Mortymer  the  nephew, 
put  them  self  yi)  the  Ktng«  graoe,  and  were  sent  to  the  Toure  of 
London.  t 

The  Barona  hering  this  cam  to  Pontefract,  to  Thomas  of 
Lancastre,  and  there  gathering  theffe  poure,  assauted  the  Kinges 
caslelofTietdlle,  but  not  wynnmg  at. 

An4  hering  of  the  Kinges  hoste,  w^t  to  Burton  apoti  Trente, 
fceping  thq  Bridge  to  let  the  Kinges  passage.  But  the  Kinge  pas- 
sid  perforce,  and  tlicns  wente  the  Barons  with  Thomas  Lancastre 
to  Tuttebyri,  and  then*  to  Pontefract  And  yn  this  gorney  Syr 
Roger  Dainmore  dyed  yn  the  abbay  of  Tuttebyry. 

After  thi$  Thp^as  LanQa^tretnd  the  Barons  cciinselid  togeth** 
er  in  Blake  Freres  in  Pontfracle,  and  the  Barons  condudid  to  go  to 
Dunstanburg,  a  castel  of  Thomas  lancastersin  Northumberland: 
but  he  utterly  reiiisid  that  cgunsetkst  it' might  bftvebe  thought, 
that  he  had»  or  wolde  have  intelKgOKe  with  the  ^coltes.  Where- 
ibre  he  intendid  toremayae  at  his  castel  jftt  Pontfmct. 

Syr  Roger  Clyfford  hering  thb,.  toke  out  his  di^ggier,  and 
saydo,  that  he  wolde  kille  him  with  his  oune  handes  in  that  place, 
except  he  woold  go  with  them. 

Then  Thomas  Lancastre  a  force  granted,  and  went  wi^  ttKm. 
havuig  in  company  VII«  C.  menne  to  Borowsbrfdge. ; 

To  Borowbridge  came  Syr  Andrew  he  Harkeley  .Wmden  of 
Cairluel  and  that  M^irches,  and  %(  Simon  Warde,  to  e^ciountre 
with  the  Bacons*  Where  Tliomas  Ls«cfiatre  tpid  Hark^Iqy  his  juste 
quarel  agayne  the*  Dispensers,  promising  kym»  if  he  wo^M  fovor 
his  cause,  one  qf  the  V  Countes  that  then  he  had.  in  possession. 
But  Herkeley  rehisid  his  oflfrr.  Thon  Thomas  piofdietied  that  be 
wold  sore  rppent,  and  that  shortly,  so  [air»  ^nd  that  he  sbouki  dy  a 
shameful  deth  that  is  tp  say,  to  be  hs^gid,  drawn  and  quartered. 

Then  Harkeley,  whom  Thomas  of  Lancastre  had  afore  tyme 
inade  Knight^  mi|de  his  arcl^ieis  (o  «hote,  and  to  did  the  Saion< 
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Swinington  tower^,  and  which  seems  to  have  been 
designed  as  a  place  of  close  confinement. 

upoR  the  bridge.  And  emong  al  other,  one  gotte  unde  the  bridge^ 
and  at  a  hole  thruste  with  a  launce  the  renounid  Knight  tliorough 
oute  al  Christentye  Humfrede  de  Boun  yn  the  foundeniente»  so 
tint  bis  bowels  cam  oute.  And  Syr  Roger  Cliflbrde  was  sore 
wooded  on  the  hedde.  And  Syr  William  SuUey  and  Syr  Roger 
fiemefdd  were  slayne.  And  then  wente  Thomas  Lancastre  into  ' 
adiapel,  denying  to  rendre  hymself  to  Harkely,  and  |said,  looking 
cm  the  cnicitix,  *'  Good  Lord,  I  render  myself  to  thee,  and  put 
me  jn  to  thy  mercy.*' 

Then  they  toke  of  his  cote  armures,  and  put  on  hym  a  ray  cdts, 
orgoune,  one  of  his  mennes  lyveryes,  and  carried  hym  by  water 
to  York,  were  they  threw  balles  of  dirte  at  hym.  And  the  resi* 
dew  of  the  Barons  part  were  pursuid  from  place  to  place,  and  to 
the  church  hold  was  no  reverence  gy  ven,  and  the  father  pursuid 
the  sunne,  and  the  sunne  the  father. 

The  King  hering  of  this  discomfiture,  cam  with  the  Dispen« 
sanand  other  Nobles  his  adherentes  to  Pontfracte. 

Syr  Andrew  of  Herkeley  brought  Thomas  of  Lancastre  to 
Pontfrade  to  the  Kinge,  and  there  was  put  in  a  feowre  that  He  had 
newly  mad  toward  the  abbay,  and  after  juged  in  the  haule  soderf* 
ly  by  thes  Justices,  Syr  Hugh  Dispensar  the  father,  Syr  Aimer 
Camte  of  Pembroke,  Syr  Edmunde  Counte  of  Kent,  Syr  John 
de  Britayne,  and  Syt  Robert  Malmethorp,  that  pronouncid  his 
judgement. 

Then  Thomas  Lancaatre  sayd>  "  Shaul  I  dy  withowtanswer }" 

Then  certayne  Gascoyne  toke  him  away,  and  put  a  pillid 

broken  hatte  or  hoode  on  his  hedde,  and  set  hym  on  a  lene  while 

jade  with  owt  bridil,  and  he  thaa  cryed  thus,  "  King  of  heaven 

luve  mercy  on  me.    For  the  King  of  Herth  nous  ad  querpi." 

And  thus  he  was  daiyed,  sum  throwing  peloties  of  dirt  at 
l>ym,  and  having  a  frere  Precher  for  his  Contessor  with  hym,  on 
toahille  withowtethe  toune,  where  he  knelid  doune  toward  the 
«te,  on  tille  one  Hughinde  Muston  causid  hym  to  turne  his  face 
towardeScdtlander  wherknelmg,  aviHayne  of  London  cut  of  his 
liedde,  11  Cal.  Aprilisanno  D.  1S21.  And  after  the  Prior  and 
|be  Monkes  required  his  body,  aud  got  it  of  the  King,  and  buried 
it  on  the  right  hand  of  the  by  altare. 

Lel.  Co!,  vol.  1.  p.  464,  &c. 

*  Ptet  of  this  tower  has  been  lately  cut  away,  in  order  to 

widen  the  public  road.    The  tower  was  square ;  its  walls  of  great 
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Af^r  seotencQ  was  paascicl  apoo  hinij  he  said 
Shall  I  die  mthout  answer  f  JHe  yiz»  Qot  bow- 
ever  permitted  to  speak  in  his  own  defence, 
but  a  certain  Gascoigne  took  him  away,  and 
leaving  put  an  old  hat  or  hood  on  his  head,  set 
him  on  a  lean  white  mare,  without  a  bridle.  Lan- 
caster then  said.  King  of  heaven  have  mercy  on 
tnej  for  the  king  of  earthy  nous  ad  querpi.  At- 
tended by  a  fryer-preacher,  as  hi^  confessor,  he 
was  carried  out  of  the  town,  suffering  the  in- 
sults of  the  people,  who  continued  to  throw 
dirt  at  him. 

-Ni^y  then  farew^ ! 


I  have  touchM  the  highest  point  of  all  my  greatness  ; 
And,  from  that  full  meridian  of  my  glory, 
I  haste  now  to  my  setting.    I  shall  fall. 
Like  a  bright  exhalatipn  in  the  evening, 
And  no  man  see  me  more* 

At  length  he  reached  the  hill  where  he  was 
doomed  to  suffer,  and  having  kneeled  down, 
with  his  face  toward  the  east,  one  Hugin  de 
Muston,  caused  him  to  turn  his  face  towsg-ds 
Scotland,  and  the  executioner  severed  b^  head 
from  his  body.  The  prior  and  monks  having 
begged  his  body  of  the  king,  took  and  buried 
it  on  the  right  hand  of  the  high  altar,  in  the 
church  of  the  priory. 

Thus  fell  Thomas,  EarJ  of  Lancaster,  the  first 
prince  of  the  blood,  and  one  of  the  most  power- 
ful noblemen  that  had  ever  been  in  England. 
His    death  involved    mapy  others  in  the  fame 

strength,  being  ten  feet  and  a  half  thick,  nor  ws^  tbeceevjBr  any  other 
entrance  into  the  interior,  than'by  a  hole  or  trap  door,  ia  tJ^  floor 
of  the  turret ;  so  that  the  prisoner  must  have  been  let  down  to  this 
^bode  of  darkness,  frqin  whence  there  coul4  be  po  p9«9lMe  way  «f 
escape.    The  room  w»s  tyirenty«!iiv<p  feet  squa^ce* 


Bite;  and  all  their  estates  were  confiscated,  and 
according  to  the  wiM  of  the  SpelicerH  given  to 
others.  Daniel,  has  mad^  the  remailc,  •<  That 
this  is  the  first  blood  of  nobility,  that  erer  was 
shed  m  this  manner  in  England,  since  William 
I.  which  being  such,  and  'SO  much  as  it  was, 
opened  veines  for  more  to  fbllbw,  'and  procured 
a  most  hideous  revenge,  which  shorfly  after  en- 

It  is  dfficuH  to  delineate  thie  chawcfer  of 
Thomas,  as  he  has  been  by  one  party  charged 
with  every  crime,-  which  dan  add  disgrace  to 
human  nature;  and  by  another,  not  only  ex- 
culpated, but  adorned  with  every  quality,  which 
can  add  dignity  to  maai^ .  If  we  judge  of  the 
man  by'  his  actions>  he  ^eem^  to  have  been  high- 
spirited  *and  passionate,  and  wholly  de^itute  of 
that  self-command  which  accompanies  true  great- 
ness of  ottind*  The  ardinaucea,  drawn  up  under 
his  influenoe,  and  by  Iris  direction,  exhibit  him 
in  the  mbfet  amiable  light,  to  the  advocate  and 
decided  friend  of  Kber^yi  .and ,  as  ,  the  avowed 
enemy  of  those  prerogatives.  4^.  th^'  CT<>wn,  the 
exercise  of  which,  partiouiatly  in  a  weik  reign, 
was  alike 'Irtjurious  to  the^trtleihtereSfs  of  tjie 
king,  arid  df  the  people.  '"*Rhie  iias  sanctioned 
the  wisdom  and  propriety  of  these  ordinances, 
and  no  king  thinks  now  of  advancing  to  the 
highest  offices,  men  to  whom  a  majority  of  the 
legislature  is  confessedly  inimical. 

It  may  be  doubted  whether  Thomas  possessed 
any  qualities  which  entitled  him  to  the  charac- 
ter of  saint;  unless  his  liberality  to  the  religious 
orders,    be  admitted  as  sufficient   to    constitute 

f  Daviel's  CoL  of  espedal  affairs  of  government,  p.  ISO. 
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Sttch  a  character.  It  is  said  indeed.  That 
many  miracles  were  wroqght  at  his  tomb, — 
that  blood  continued  to  issue  from  it;  and  that 
^uch  was  the  fame  of  St  Thomas'  tomb,  that 
£dward  placed  a  guard  to  restrain  the  people. 
When  repulsed  from  the  tomb  of  the  Saint,  the 
people  flocked  to  the  hill  where  he  was  beheaded, 
and  where  afterwards  a  church  was  built.  JNot* 
withstanding  these  miracles,  it  is  doing  more  jus-^ 
tice  to  his  character,  to  consider  him  as  a  mar- 
tyr in  the  cause  of  liberty,  than  to  honour  him 
with  the  apotheosis  of  a  saint. 

For^  if  inVaded  riglits  the  task  demand. 
If  men  behold  oppfess'd  their  native  land. 
By  foreign  despots,  wandering  far  for  prey 
Who,  locusts  like,  with  ruin  mark  tiieir  way  ; 
Or,  see  their  Priace  direct  the  nation's  helm. 
In  ruin's  surge,  his  people  to  o'erwhelm : 
Reward  for  foulest  deeds  a  venal  tribe. 
Nor  shun  to  blacken  whom  he  cannot  bribe  ; 
Engaged  his  meanest  tubjepts  t6  defend. 
Yet,  prove  their  tyrant,  imther  than  their  friend  ; 
On  pow'r  despotic,  rear  a  rush-built  throne: 
i^nd,  cro^n'd  foe  all,  live  to  himself  alone : 
n'will  then  be  right  to  grasp  the  biasing  spear. 
Be  du^  then  the  banner'd  staff  to  rear. 
To  dare  tiie  £ght  at  freedom's  aacred  call, 
Maiotiun  her  rights,  or  with  her  bravely  lalL 
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SECTION  VIII. 

Historical  events  till  the  death  of  Richard  II. 

JiN  the  moment  of  triumph^  Edward,  instead  of 
displaying  the  god-like  virtue  <^  clemency,  and 
conciliating  the  affection  of  the  barons,  manifest- 
ed the  weakness  of  his  mind,  by  yielding  himself 
up  to  the  passion  of  revenge.  On  the  day  Lan- 
caster was  beheaded,  the  following  barons,  his  ad* 
berents,  were  hanged  here*:  Lord  Warren  de 
Lisle,  Lord  William  Tochet,  Lord  Thomas  Man- 
dote,  Henry  de  firadbume.  Lord  Fit^william  the 
younger,  and  Lord  William  Cheyney.  On  the 
day  following,  the  Lords  Clifford,  Nlawbrey  and 
Dejmville,  were  executed  at  York,  and  hung  in 
chains,  and  considerable  nmnbers  in  other  parts 
of  the  kingdom. 

While  the  king  remained  at  Pontefract,  he 

created  Andrew  de  Harcla,  Earl  of  Carlisle,  for 

the   good    services  rendered  him  in    taking    the 

Earl  of  Lancaster,  granted  a  special  charter  to  him 

and  his  heirs  male  of  an  annuity  of  twenty  pounds 

per  annum,  to  be  paid  by  the  sheriff  of  Cumberland 

for  the  time  being;  and  also  lands  and  rents  in 

Cumberland  and  Westmoreland  of  the  value  of 

I     one  thousand  marks  per  annum,  aiid  five  hundred 

<     marks  per  annum,  out  of  the  mardbes  of  Wale$, 

This  is  the  first  creation  of  honour,  wherein  any 

-    preaqible  importing  the  merits  of  the  person  s^ 

♦  Speed.  675* 
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dignified  was  ever  used,  and  beareth  date  at  Ponte- 
fract  castle,  the  25th  March,  1S22,  (15th  Edward 
II.)  being  three  days  after  the  execution  of  the 
above  mentioned  per^sons  at  Po»te.fract. 

According  to  the  will  of  Henry  de  Lacy,  the 
castle  and  honour  of  Pontefract,  with  all  his  other 
possessions^  ought  to  have  descended  to  HenVy, 
the  brotljer  of  Thomas,  Earl  of  Lancaster;  but  Ed- 
ward for  some  Mme  kept  them  in  bis  own  hapd^ 
and  then  gave  them  to  his  favourite. 

The  conduct  of  the  Spencers,  aad  the  cruelties 
of  Edward,  produqed  a  complete  change  in  the 
public  miiKi;  W.d  §ven  those  barons^  who  had 
assisted /against  Lancaster,  were  higMy  inoensed 
on  account  of  the  lUnequal  division  pnade  of  the 
spoil.  The  cc^mon  people  revved  the  memory 
of  I^nca,8ter,  ^  th^ir  patron  and  protector^ 
and  who  had  fallen  in  thieir  cau^e. .  His  character, 
by  being  coi^trMed  with  Uia(t  of  his  ^Q^RiieB,  ac- 
quired additioQfLl  Tustre;  nor  could  tbe^roy^^  au- 
thority itself,  restrain  tl^  populacicr  fron^  expjrefisiDg 
their  veneration  for  him.  /     ' 

f  :  The  king  appears  to  ha,vebeen  much  alarmed 
with  this  state  of  the  public  mind,  and  to  have,  ap- 
prehended, that  some  attempts  would  be  made  by 
the  Lancastrian  party^  against  bis  favourites  add 
himself.  He  had  h^ped,  the  death  of  Lancaster 
would  have  been  the  deWh  of  his  party ;  but  now 
found  his  mistake.  He  came  down  to  Pontefract, 
and  then  went  fqrward  to  Craven.,  where  the  Qif- 
fords  h^d  great  potwer^  to  dieok  the  spirit  of  tiie 
people,  and  frustrate  the  design  of  his  enemies  *. 

•  It  appears  from  "  the  Tniyi  of  Tyme/'  printed  by 
Wynkjm  de  Warde,  1528,  that*  the  iing  was  at  <«  Craven  at 
Scipton,  because  he  sho^dd  undo-:  the  pilgrimages  made  at  the 
tomb  of  Lancaster,"  which  threatened  to  end  in  an  insurrection* 
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The  insuks  of  tb^  Spencers  to  the  queen  her* 
self,   sister  to  the  king  of  Fraace,  induced  her 
to  join  the  Lancastrian  parly;  and  effectually  to 
ruin  the  Spencers,  she  went  to  France,  under  the 
pretence   of  bringing    about  a    peace    betweea 
Edward  and  her  brother.     Being  joined  by  the 
disafiected  barons,  and  as3i$ted   by  her  brother, 
she  sec  sail  and  landed  at  Orwell,  in  Suffolk)  the 
latter  end  of  September,  132$.    She  was  no  sooner 
landed,  than  she  was  joined  h^y  Thomas  de  Bro- 
therton.  Earl  of  Nprfolk,  John  Bretagne,  Earl  of 
Richmond,  and  Henry  Plantagenet,  brother  an4 
heir  of  Thomas,  Earl  of  Lancaster,  and  the  chief 
port  of  the  nobility. 

The  king  forsaken  by  all  his  people^  wa9 
sooQ  seized  together  with  his  favourites^,  the 
cause  of  bis  disgrace  and  ruin.  The  Spencers 
were  condemned  to  be  hanged  for  Bobbery,  drawa 
for  treason,  and  beheaded  for  invading  the  pri« 
vileges  of  the  people;*  and  this  sentence  was 
executed  with  the  utmost  rigour.  They  were 
banged  on  the  common  gallows,  their  bodies 
cat  to  pieces  and  given  to  the  dogs  for  foods 
their  heads  exposed^  the  elder  at  Winchester,  and 
the  younger  on  London  bridge,  where  the  citizens 
received  it  with  marks  of  joy. 

We  are  told  their  execution  was  ordered  on 
a  Monday,  in  revenge  of  the  death  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Lancaster,  whose  royal  blood:  was  shed 
upon  that  day.  The  Earls  of  Surry  aqd  Arundel, 
tvro  of  the  principal  lords  who  beheaded  him, 
now  suffered  the  same  fitte,  with  a  great  many 
others  of  the  king's  party.  The  king  himself 
was  fqon  after  deposed,  and  after  suffering  the 
most  unheard  of  crueltiesj,    was   at    last  most 
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inhumanly  murdered  iti  Berkley  castle,  with  the 
consent  of  his  queen  and  son,  by  the  order  of 
the  Bishop  of  Hereford,  in  the  night  of  the  21st 
of  September,  1327,  eight  months  after  his 
deposition. 

The  ^sentence  of  the  late  Earl  of  Lancaster 
was  now  reversed,  (7th  March  1327,)  because 
he  was  not  tried  by  all  his  peers,  and  his  bro- 
ther Henry,  Earl  of  Leicester,  succeeded  him  in 
his  honours  and  estates. 

The  people  still  retaining  their  veneration  for 
the  late  earl,  .and  the  parliament  began   on  the 
morrow  afler  the  feast  of  tlie   Epiphany,  in   the 
the  first  of  Edward  III.  having  vacated  and  annuU 
led  all  the  proceedings  relating  to  his  attainder, 
began   to  flock  from   all  quarters  once  more  in 
pilgrimage  to  his  tomb.    The  king  wrote  letters 
to  the  pope  to  solicit  the  canonization  of  the 
said  earl,   but  this  favour  was  not  obtained  till 
the  following  reign.     The  queen   also  joined  her 
influence,   and  wrote  to  the  pope  in  the  king*s 
name,  but  did  not  prevail.     The  people  notwith- 
standing reverenced  him  as  a  martyr,    and   the 
king  granted  a  permission  in  the  first  year  of  his 
reign,  dated  at  York,  at  the  desire  of  the  queen, 
to  make  a  collection  for  the  building   a  chapel 
On  the  very  spot  where  the  earl  was  beheaded. 
All  proceedings  of  attainder  against  the  late 
Earl    of  Lancaster,    and   his    adherents,    being 
annulled  in  parliament,  and   Henry,   his  brother 
and  heir,  restored  to  the  lands  and  honours,  he 
was  the  same  year  made   high  steward  of  Eng- 
land,   entrusted    with    the    guardianship    of    tb* 
young  king,  and  captain  general  of  all  the  king*a 
forces  in  the -mafchest  of  Scotland.  - 
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la  the  second  year  of  his  reign  the  king 
tm  resident  at  Pontefract,  when  he  granted  full 
powers  to  commissioners*  d^ed  at.  Pontefract 
castle  the  22d  of  August^  1528^  to  demand  of 
the  Duke  of  Brabant,  that  he, should  engage 
to  serve  him. as  well  in  peace  as  .in  war,  agains( 
any  king  or  prince  whatsoever.  .   ^     .  . 

In  the  fourth  of  Edward  IlL  Henry,  Earl 
of  Lancaster,  had  a  confirmation  of  all  his  ho^ 
jiours  and  estates,  and  he  died  in  the  nineteentl) 
year  of  the  same  reign.  He  was  buried  at 
Leicester,  the  kingf  the  queen,  and  almqst  all 
the  bishops,  earls,  and  barons  of  the  realm  honour^ 
ing  bis  funeral  by  their  attendance. 

He  was  succeeded  in  his  Jands  and  honours 
hy  Henry,  Earl  of  Dexby,  his  son  and  heir. 
He  was  absent,  at  3ourdeaux,  at  this  time  of 
his  £aidier's  death,  having  a.  great,  command  ii^ 
the  king's  army  there.  '       '  '     \ 

In  the  twenty-third  of  Edward  III.  (1349) 
this  Henry  was.  by.  patent  > created  E^rl  of  Lin-* 
coh,  and,  eljepted  into  the  hpni^urable  soqiety  of 
the  knights  of  the  most  noble  order  of  the  gar^ 
ter,  then  ^ew^y  formed.  ,      •  I      ,     '       .    ,       ,  * 

In  the  twenty-fifth  qf  Edwafd  IIL  for  his 
prudent  conduct  and  valour  in  the  tate  wars,  he 
was  advanced  to  the  highest  pjtch  of  hc^nou^  by 
the  king's  special  charter,  dated  the  £t^  of 
March,  .1351,  viz.  to  the.  dignity  of  |0.uke.  of 
Lancaster  *, ;  by  the  consent  of  all  the  prelate:^ 

*  This  is  iBe  irst  dujie  created  «nc<  tb<»  Nonnan  eohqoest, 
except  Edwaxd  ^he  bbck  pnnce/iiyho  wa9  created  puke  erf 
Cornwal  •  feurtaen  years  before.  As  Witliam  enjoyed  only 
flie  title  of  Duke  of  Norrtandy,  previous  to  the  Coriquest, 
^  his  MccMorft  #ane  lx)tiOit^ed   only*  witb  th^  isuoi  title, 

^7  <iKNild  aspicc  abo  to  the  crowiu 
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and ,  parliament  assembled,  and  was  invested 
therewith  by  the  cintiture  of  a  sword,  with  power 
to  have  a  chancery  in-  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
ithd  to  issue  out  writs  there  under  his  own  seal, 
as  well  touching  pleas  of  the  crown  as  any 
other  relating  to  the  common  laws  oT  this  realm, 
as. also  to  enjoy  all  other  liberties  and  regalias 
belonging  to  a  county  palatine,  in  as  aniple  a 
manner  as  thfe  Earls  of  Chestei^  had  within  that 
county.  By  this  charter  the  earidom  of  Lancas- 
ter became  a  duchy. 

In  the  thirty.fifth  of  Edward  III;  a  great 
pestilence  prevailed  in  England,  which  car* 
ried  off  numbers  of  people,  and  amongst  them 
the. Duke  of  Lancai?ter,  who  died  thereof  at 
Leicester;  upon  the'  eve  of  the  annunciation  of 
the  Virgin  Mary,  and  was  buried  on  the  south  side 
of  the  high  altar  in  the  collegiate  church,  fomided 
there  by  himself.  Not  having  male  issue  he  left 
his  two  daughters,  MaUd  and  Blanch,  by  Itobel 
his  wife,*  daughter  of  Henty,  Lord  Beaumont, 
his  coheiresses;  Bhinch,  by  virtue  of  atfispensa- 
tion  from  the  pbpe  in  regard  of  th6ir  alliance, 
was  marded  to  John  of  Gant,  so  called  from 
hii^  being  born  at  Gant  or  Ghent,  in  "tlmcfers,  Earl 
of  Richmond,  th6  fbiirtfi  son  bf  King;  Edward  lit 
and  on  the  l6th  ot  July,  in  the' same  year,  par- 
tition, 'w^s  taiade  of^  afll  the  lands  and  hoiibiiirs  of 
the  lat6  Henry,  Duke  of  Lancai^f er,'  between  the 
coheiresses,  Matid  and  Blanch,  when  John  of  Gant 
had  been  married  twbycfans,  Jtod  li&viiig  issue, 
had  JiVery  in  right  of  hi^  wife  of  k&vetz\  lord- 
ships whereof  her  father  die^  5eize43(  Y*?-  ^^^ 
(omosigst  obhers)  of  ihe  castle  m4  maaor  of  Pon« 
toftacirvkh  thebadliwiok  iiim)  bopncni^^PoDtefract 
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In  tbe  tfairtry^ikth  of  Edward  III.  Maud, 
sister  ^ to'  BIteioh,  died  without  issue,  on  which 
John  of  Gant^  in  fright  of  his  wife,  had  b\1  the 
remaind^  of 'the  lands,  ficc*  that  the  late  Henry, 
Doke'  of  Lancasteif, ,  died  seized  of^  and  was 
advanced  to  the  title  of  Duke  of  Lanca$);er,  in 
parKametit  assembled,  on  the  thirteenth  of  No- 
vember following,  by  girding  with*  a  sword,  a 
cap  of  fur  on  his^head,  with  a  circlet  of  gold 
aod  peorb.  Both  he  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  were 
madid  fhsej' and  rail  his  vissals,  or  whosoever 
were  cMtonts  bh  his  latMls- and  fees  whatever^  which 
vere  tbe  property  of  Henry,  formerly  Earl  of 
Lancasler^^  progenitor  of.  Henry,  late*  Duke  of 
Lancaster;  and  it  was  further  granted  that  the  said 
JofanandBlanoh  hisiwifi^  and  their  heirs  on  the 
bodie0tof'lhem>  (the  said  John  and  Blanch  begot- 
ten; and.  all  their  vassals,  and  iands>  and  fees 
whatsoever,  should  be  for  ever  exempted  from 
pannage,  passa^;;paage,  lastage,  stallage,  tollage^ 
caitiage^:  pesage,  piccage  and  terrage^  thi-oughout 
the  whole  .kingdomi 

The* 'above  mentioned:  Blanch,  his  wife,  djed 
of  a  great  pestilence,  then  raging  in  the  king- 
dom, and  was  buried  in  St.  Paul's  cathedrals 

!»  th^  forty-sixth  of  Edward  III.  the  Duke 
of  Lancaster  married  Constance,  the  daughter  and 
heirssfir  of  Doni^  Pedro,  king  of  Castile,  in  whose 
right  he  thenceforth  bore  the  title,  of  king  of 
Castile. 

In  the  fourth  of  Richard  II,  happased  a 
dangerous  inMrrtction,  ^  headed  by  Wat  Tyler 
and  Jack  StraW.  The'  exp^nces^  attmiding  the 
Frencl^  wars,  and  the.  prodigality  of  the  court, 
bad  exhausted  the  exchequer;  and  in  order  to 
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procure  a  present  supply,  the^  pariiaoat^tit  was 
obliged  to  impose  a  tax  of  three  groats  oa  every 
person,  male  and  female,  dbove  thenge  of  fifteen^ 
and  they  decreed^  that,  in  raising  the  tax,  the 
rich  should  relieve  the  poor,  by  reasonable  com- 
pensation. 

This  iitipositioti,  in  consequence  of  the  im- 
prudence of  one  of  the  collectors .  of  the  tax  *, 
excited  the  above-mentioned  insurrection,  which 
nearly  proved  the  overthroiv  of  the  ^govemoieat. 
The  lower  class. of  the  people  rose. against  their 
mlers,  committed  the  most  terrible  outrages, 
and  took  a  severe, vengeance  fpr.all  the  calami- 
ties and  hardships  with  whidi.  they  had  been 
oppressed.  .    .   /        .      • 

Become  formidable  by  tbeir.  numbeht,  they 
entered  the  city  of.  London^  and  committed 
great  outrages.  The  Duke  of  Lancaster  at  this 
period  was  unpopular,  and  his  iirie  hoiise,  called  the 
Savoy^  accounted  the  most  beoutifiil  structure  in 
the  kingdom,  became  the  object  of  general  re- 
sentment. It  was  instantly  assaulted,  set  on 
fire,  and 'reduced  to.  ashes.  Nothing  escaped 
the  fury  of  *the  flames.  The  rich  furniture  which 
graced  the  interior  of  this  place;  charters,  deeds, 
and  other  valuable  records,  belonging  to  the  duke, 
were  all  destroyed. 

This  event  spread  a  general  terror  through 
the  kingdom,  and  it  was  expected  that  the  popu- 
lace would   rise  in  other  places,   and  be  guilty 

*  The  brutal  olficer,  collecting  the  tax  of  a  poor  'Mack- 
smithy  insisted  that  a  daughter  of  his  ou^t  to  paj^  as  being 
above  the  age  specified;  and  to  prove  the  fact,  seized  the 
maid  and  proceeded  to  acts  of  indecency,  which  so  enraged 
the  father/  that  he  knodced  Out  the  ruffian's  trahis  with  his 
hammer. 
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of  eqnal  violence  and  outrage.  The  duke's  castle  at 
Leicester  was  not  considered  safe.  The  roost 
vaioable  goods .  were  removed  to  the  church 
there;  and  Lady  Constance  fled  with  precipita- 
tion towards  Pontefiract  castle,  as- being  a  place 
of  greater  security.  When  she  arrived  here,  such 
was  the  terror  excited,  that  her  own  servants  re- 
fused her  admitlaoce.  They  expected  that  Wat 
Tyler  and  Jack  Straw  were  in  pursuit,  and  that 
if  they  received  her,  they  would  soon  have  to 
endure  all  the  hatdsbips  of  a  siege,  or  to  sustain 
all  the  fury  of  an  immediate  assaulit.  Lady 
Constance  was  under  the  necessity  of  proceed- 
ing by  torch-light  to  Knaresborong^  castle,  where 
she  was  received  with  the  respect  due  to  her 
rank,  and  where  >  she  remained  till  the  insurrec- 
tion was  quelled;  and  the  duke  returned  from 
Scotland. 

The  vast  possessions  of  the  Duke  of  Lancas- 
ter, and  his  abthbrity  over  his  own  tenants,  ren- 
dered liim  nearly  equal  to  the  king,  both  in 
wealth  and  power.  Some  of  his  courtiers  buzzed 
it  into  the  weak  head  of  Richard  II.  that  it  was 
necessary  to  destroy  the  duke,  before  he  could 
enjoy  the  crown  in  security.  The  king  guided 
by  the  counsel  of  favouriies,  entered  into  a  plot, 
laid  by  the  infamous  Trisiiian,  for  accomplish- 
ing this  design.  He  had  not  only  devised 
offences,  and  already  set  on  foot  a  private  pro- 
secution>  but  had  also  fixed  the  time  for  the 
duke's  arrest,  when  he  was  forthwith  to  have 
been  arraigned,  condeipned  and  executed.  But 
the  duke  having  private  information  thereof  from 
one  who  was  in  the  plot,  retircfd  to  his  castle 
at  Pontefiract,  and  put  it  in  the  best  posture  of 
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defence.  He  supplied  it  withmen  and  provisiiMis^  and 
determined  to  stand  upon  his  goard,  if  he  found 
it  necessary.  But  the  princess  Joane,  mother  to 
the  king,  dreading  the  fatal  consequences  of  this 
breach,  took  uncommon  pains  .to  efiect  a  raoon- 
•ciliation;  which  required  no  little  address,  as  the 
whole  kingdom  was  greatly  dissatisfied  with  the 
administration;  and  the  duke,  on  account  of  bis 
opposition  to  the  oppressive  measures  of  govern- 
ment, was.  more  than  ever  the  favourite  of  the 
people.  The  princess,  though  very  corpulent, 
travelled  to  and  from  the  parties,  till  she  at 
length  accomplished  her  design,  and  Richard  and 
the  duke  hec^me  friends. 

'  In  the  twelfth  of  Richard  IL  the  duk&  obtained 
divers  charters,  confirming  his  diancery  court  and 
•duchy  of .  Lancaster,  together  with  others,  giving 
him  for  life,  the  sole  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty 
within  the  same,  and  his  honour  of:Pontefiact. 
In  the  seventeenth  of  MRicbard .  II.  died 
Constance,  his  wife,  and  two  years  afterwards 
he  married  Catherine  Swinford,  his  kept  mistness, 
and  a  foreigner.  She  had  been  brought  up  in  his 
house,  and  waited  on  his  wife  Blanch,  in  whose 
service  she  married  one  Sir  Hugh  Swinford :  her 
maiden  name  was  .Roe,  and  after  Sir  Hugh's 
death,  she  became  the  duke's  concubine. 

The  Duke  of  Lancaster,  called  John  of 
Gant,  died  on  the  third  of  February,  1399,  in 
•the  fifty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried 
near  his  first  wife,  Blanch,  in  St.  Paul's  cathedral. 
By  his  death  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  and  the 
honour  of  Pontefract,  fell  to  his  son  and  heir, 
Henry  de  Bolinbroke,  Duke  of  Hereford,  then 
in  exile.    The  king,  previous  to  his  departure. 
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Jmd  gmnted  liters  patent  empow^riog  hm, 
tboQgh  ia  exile,  to  sue  by  attorney  for;  liyery  of 
all  ]«i€ls  descending  to  him.  But  on  the  death 
of  the  duke  his  .fother>  Hichard,  by  an  incre- 
dible act  of  .iigustice,  BOt  only  revoked  tlipse 
letters- palent^  but.  ako.  deeneed  that  his  Jbanish- 
ment^' which  was  origiimUy  only  for  six  years, 
.should  .be  perpetual.  He  copfifieat^  all  his 
pateroai  estate^  nay,  be  even  stretched  bi$  iniqui- 
tous *pa«rer  so  far  .as  to  condemn  to  perpetual 
bainshment,,  one  iBopner,  the  duke's  attorney, 
who*  bad.Bued  Jnt.his  name  »for  Ihe  livery  of , his 
lands. 

It  is  not'io  be  supposed  that  a  nobleman 
of'Heieford's  character  and  rank  would  .patiently 
suffer. «iich  a.  complication  of  injtu*ies.  PosKsessed 
of  a..bokl  and  enterprising  spirit,,  he  had  often 
signalized  himself,  both  at.  home  and  abroad, 
and  was  jregarded;  with  respect  by  the  people, 
and'  adored'  by  i  the.  soldiers.  Always  cool,  and 
having  the. perfect  command  of  his t  temper,  he 
could  not  be  easily  .provoked  to  a  ra$h  action,  or 
even  to.  use  aa  unbecoming, expression.  :He  bad 
likewise  the  great  advantage  of  being  related 
either  by  consanguinity  or  affinity  to  all  the 
principal  nobility  of  England,  and  his  sufferings 
mtde  him  more  thaa  ever  the  idolof  the.  people. 
On  the  other  hand,  Hichard's  flagrant  injustice 
had  opened  every  mouth  against  both  him  and 
his  government;  and.  the  citizens  of  London  in 
particular,  were  highly  enraged  at  the  injuries 
done  to  their  favourite.  The  folly,  extravagance 
and  injustice  of  the  king,  made  them<;turn  their 
eyes  toward  the  Duke .  of  Hereford,  (now  by 
right  Duke  of .  Lancaster)  ^jisthe    only    persoa 
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who  coulel  retrieve  the  lost  honoar  of  the  nation. 
With  this  view  they  secretly  invited  him  to  re- 
turn to  England,  promising  to  assist  him  in  the 
recovery  of  his  lawful  -  inheritance  at  the  hazard 
of  their  lives  and  fortunes.  The  duke,  thinking 
this  a  favourable  opportunity  (the  king  being 
then  in  Ireland)  embraced  the  generous  offer, 
and  with  a  retinue  of  about  eighty  persons  landed 
at  Ravenspurg,  in  Yorkshire,  on  the  2 let  July, 
1399,  where  he  was  immediately  joined  by  the 
Lords  Willoughby,  Ross,  D'Arcy,  Beaumont, 
and  several  gentlemen  of  distinction,  attended  by 
an  army  of  forty  thousand  men. 

Richard  now  found  the  whole  kingdon  was 
alienated  from  him ;  few  of  the  nobles,  and  fewer 
still  of  the  people,  retained  their  allegiance.  He 
was  at  length  taken,  sent  to  the  tower,  and 
obliged  to  resign  the  crown  and  kingdom  to 
Lancaster.  The  parliament  confirmed  the  depo- 
sition of  Richard,  on  account  of  his  incapacity; 
and  though  Lancaster  was  not  the  next  heir  to 
the  crown,  yet  on  account  of  his  blood,  and 
his  superior  talents,  he  was  considered'  as  the 
only  person  worthy  to  wear  it.  From  the  Nor- 
man conquest  down  to  this  period,  the  law  of 
descent  had  not  been  regularly  observed,  but  the 
parliament  had  at  times  disposed  of  the  crown  to 
any  branch  of  the  royal  family,  which  they  thought 
proper.  Lancaster's  best  title  rested  in  this  act 
of  the  parliament,  as  expressing  the  sense  of  a 
large  majority  of  the  people. 

The  parliament  having  deposed  Richard,  the 

Archbishops   of   Canterbury    and   York,    placed 

Lancaster .  on  the  throne,  amidst  the  general  ac- 

.clamations  of  the  people,  and  Richard  wa?  im-f 

prisoned  in  this  castle. 
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Seme  assert  that  ias  soon  as  be  was  deposed, 
Henry  sent  him  from  tlie  tower  to  Leeds  castle, 
in  Kent,  and  from  thence  down  to  Pontefract 
castle.  But  John  Harding*,  the  old  rhyming 
chronicler  of  the  north,  who  lived  in  the  «ame  cen- 
tury, and  may  be  therefore  supposed  to  have  been 
better  acquainted  with  the  transactions  of  this  coun- 
try, affirms  that  he  was  sent  by  King  Henry  IV. 
to  the  castle  of  Leeds,  in  Yorkshire,  from  thence 
to  Pickering  castle,  tlience  to  Knaresborough 
castle,   and  from  thence  to  Pontefract  castle. 

Richard  deprived  of  his  crown,  and  immured 
within  the  walls  of  a  prison,  now  became  a  prey 
to  his  own  desponding  reflections.  Having  en- 
joyed the  highest  deration  of  rank,  he  was  more 
sensible  of  his  present  humiliating  condition. 
Accustomed  to  command,  he  found  it  difficult 
to  obey;  and  still  more  difficult  to  submit  to 
those  restraints  under  which  he  was  laid.  Feel- 
ing the  miseries  of  a  prison,  and  expecting  an 
unhappy  end,  he  coul^  not  avoid  the  painful  re- 
flection, if  he  had  any  conscience  left, .  that  in 
the  time  of  his  prosperity,  he  had  been  deaf  to 
the  claims  of  justice,  and  steeled  to  the  mildec 
influence  of  compassion  and  mercy.  The  ghosts 
of  those  nobles  he  bad  unjustly  murdered,  and 
the  cries  of  a  plundered  and  an  oppressed  people, 
could  not  fail  to  haunt  his  guilty  mind«     Shake- 

*  The  king  then  sent  King  Richard  to  Leedis 
There  to  be  kept  surely  in  previte 
Fro*  thens  after,  to  Pykering  went  be  needis 
And  to  Kuaresburgb,  afler  led  was  he 
But  to  Pauntfrete  last,  where  he  did  die 
Both  therles  of  Kent  and  Salisbury 
Therl  of  Hucutingdon  and  Spencers  sothely. 

Harding's  Chron, 
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spear^  wkh  his  usual  propriety,  justness*  end  ele- 
ganc€^»  has  described  the  reflections '  of  Ricbard 
in  the  castle  of  Pontefract. 

I  have  been  studying  how  to  compare' 
Thii  prison!  wher^  I M^  unto  the  WqM  i 
And,  for  because  the  world  is  populous^ 
And  here  is  not  a  creature  but  myself, 
I  cannot  do  it,  yet  I'll  hammer  on*t 
My  brain  shall  prove  the  female  to  my  souT, 
My  sdul,  th^  fkther ;  and  these  two -beget 
A  generaticm  of  ^tiil-breeding'thoughts  ; 
And  these  same  thoughts  people  this  little  world : 
In  humour,  like  the  people  of  the  world. 
For  no  thought  is' content.     The  bettei*  sort,' 
(As  thoughts  of  things  divine;)  arb  tntermljct 
With  scruples,,  and  do  set  the  word  itseif 
Against  the  word ;  as  thus;  Come,  liUle  ones;  atid  then  agaiik 
Ji  is  hard  to  come,  as  for  a  Camel 
To  thread  the  postei-n  of  a  needles  eye. 
Thought!?  tending  to  ambitibn,-  they  do  plot     * 
Unlikely  wondersi;  hotv'  these  vain  ^eak  tiialsi 
May  tear  a  passage  tiirough  these  flinty  rifaa 
Of  tliis  hard  world,  my  ragged  prison-walk. 
And  for  they  cannot,  die  in  their  own  pride. 
Thoughts  tending  to  contdht  flatter  themselves. 
That  they  are  not  the>  first  of  fo^ne^s  slaves, 
And  shall  not  be  th^  last.     Like  uiiy.begg|ers»    ' 
Who  sitting  in  the  stocks  refuge  their  shame,  ' 
That  many  have  and  others  must  sit  there ; 
And  in  this  thought  fhey  find  a  kind  of  ease. 
Bearing  theif  own  misfortune  on  the  back 
Of  such  as  have  before  endured  the  tikei 
Thus  play  I,  in  one  prison,  maqy  people,  . 
And  none  contented.     Sometimes  am  I  King, 
Then  treason  makes  me  wish  myself  a  beggar^ 
And  so  I  am.    Then  crushing  penury 
Persuades  me,  I  was  better  wheh  a  King  7 
Then  am  I  king'd  again ;  and  by  and  by 
Think  that  I  am  unking'dby  Balingbroke, 
And  straight  am  nothing^—^— < 

The  Earl  of  Salisbury,  the  Bishop  of  Carlisle, 
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Sih  Thomas'  Blount,  the  abbot  of  Westminster, 
2»d  several  other  persons  of  power  and  inferestj 
entered  into  a  conspiracy  to   dethrone.  Henrys 
and.  restore  Richard  3  and  engaged  as  their  tool 
one  MaudHn,  who  had  been  chaplain  to  Richard^ 
tad   resembled    that    prince   so  exactly,    in   his 
shape  and  features,  that  they  thought  they  Qould 
easily  impose  him  upon  the  public  for  the  true 
monarch.    They  clothed  him  in  royal  attire,  and 
boldly   asserted  that  he  was  Richard,  who  had 
escaped  from  prison,  and  was  come  to  implore 
the  assistance  of  his  faithful   subjects.    This  had 
considerable  effect  upon  the  lower  orders,  who 
are  generally  found    soon    to  forget  their  com^t 
plaints,  and  ready  to  aid  the  unfortunate.    They 
flocked  to  the  royal  standard^  and  the  conspira^ 
tors  found  themselves  at  the  head  of  an  army 
of  twenty  thousand   n^n^  and  marched  toward 
London.     Being    encamp^    near    the  walls    of 
Cirencester,    the    mayor    with    ^    valiant  band 
of  about  400  men,  boldly  attacked  a  body  of 
the  rebels,  took  some  of  tlieir  leaders  prisoners,' 
and  dispersed  the  rest. 

,  This  conspiracy  is  ,|ustly  supposed  to  have 
hastened  the  death  of  Richard.  Henrv  could 
not  but  perceive,  that  so  long  as  Richard  wasi 
living,  the  factious  and  discontented  would  hi 
ever  ready  to  rise  under  the  pretence  of  restoring 
him  to  the  crown.  To  put  an  end  to  all  future 
attempts  of  this  kind,  Richard  was  put  to  death 
in  the  castle  of  Pontefjract;  but  t^e  manner  ini 
which  bo  met  his  fate,  is  vmously  reported  by 
historians,  though  all  agree  a$  to  time  and  place.* 
Fabian  ^nd  J^apin  inform  us,  ^^  that  on  Rich-c 
ard's  ^irrival  at  Po»tefrapt,c]^tle,.Sic  Pi6rs  Extoii 
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iW  related'  to    have    murdered'   the  k\tig'  in   the 
fWlowittg  rriSnner.     On  the  king*s  arrival  etr  Pan- 
refract  castle,    he  was  closely  confttted    in   the 
gnat    tovvei';    soon  aft^r   Sir    Piers    Extoti,     a 
domeaiic     of    H^iit-y's,    \Va^    sent    down    with 
eli^ht  ruffiartS  t6  irttbme  their  handsr  in  the*  blood 
b(  this  uiifottiifiate  king.    On*  the  day  of  their 
arrival,    Kich&rd'   perceived   at  d<hn«t^    that    the 
victmU  wei^  n6t  ta^terf  as-  tt^iial.     He  afeSeftd'  the 
Reason  6f  the  taster,  and  upon   his  t^Hngf  him 
that  Bxt^iyA  h^i*  brottght  art  ordeir  against  it^  the 
fcin^    took   tip  a  knif6  and   stkiick  Mm*  o»>  the 
fk6e,  «tyirtg,  ♦'  th*  Alrvil  tatee  Henry  (j4  iMkoiS^t 
and  thee/*     Exton  with  hh  eight  attertdftnft  en- 
tering his  chamber  at  that  instant,  attd=stajttmg 
the  doof)  atlempteii  tei  lay  h6M  of  Richard;  he 
immedraiely  perceived    thei^    fatal   erraW*,^  and 
knew  :he  W(xd  a^  lott  iA'ay».     With  a'  noMe  feso^ 
Intion  he  g^rtatched  a  halb<?rt,  o^  pofeax«,^  from 
the  foremost  of  them,    awd  defendfed  -  bnltiidi^  so 
bravely,    that    he   Ulew   four    of    hW   a«»a*fcjhts. 
Whilst  coifrbating  with  the  re^  oi  (He  Aliorder^s, 
Exton  got  upon  a  chair  behind  hi*^,  iliwf  \tllih 
a  p6leake  discharged  such  a  bfow  oft  his  head 
As  laid  him  dead  «  hi^  feet,  where  th^  nlii^erable 
king  ended  his  calamities,  on  th^  14tfr  February, 
139!?.    flefdre  hcf  expired  he  fUintly  utteretf  the 
following  ivofd-s  "  My  great  gnind  ftthe*^  King 
Edward  II.  was  in  this  manner  d^pto«!d,   iinpri* 
sbneSi  and  murdered,  by  which  niestns  Aiy  g^and- 
fatlier.  King  Edwfird  III.  c^btatined  poss^^i*ri  of 
thfe  fcrown,  and  now  is  the  punlsHitlSnt  of  that 
injury    poured   upbn  bis  tlfeirt  subc^sof.    Well, 
this  is  right  for  me  to  sbflferi  biit  ndt  for  you 
to  do.    Your  ^king  fer  A  limfe  toay  joy  at  toy 
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f)eatl»»  ao^  ^Qjoy  ^is  d^fire,  ]>ut  jet  him  qiiglify 
his  '.piQa^ure  with  the  e;;2cpectation  of  .the  hj^e 
justice;  for  God  who  nie^^reth  ,^11  our  .^Qtjops 
by  tbe  lo^Iioeof  our  ipiuds^  will  w>t  ^uffi^r.this 
violence  ijnrevenged," 

The.. above  i^couat  is  ^^moat  credited, . th^gii 
Stow  mfl  pther  histpri^ns  say  that  the  inqst  .pro* 
babie  cKpioiairi  is,  ithat  .be  ,wja&  abarved  to  death 
by  order  of  King  Henry  IV,  suffering  the  most 
unheard  of  cruelties,  keeping  him  for  fifteen 
days  together  in  huj[)ger, .  tbirst  and  cold,  befofe 
be  reached  tbe  eod  .of  h;s  .miseries.  iPolydore 
Vif^t^mysy  ^'That  atall  tinoea  his  vktuais  were 
served  in,  and  aet  before* him  in  the  same 
pripcely  manner  as  usual,  but  that  he  was  not 
Ai%td  >tp.  taiBte^any  OAie  ^  thiag."  This  9Cc,9WQt 
is  oertainiy^more  consistent  with  the  atory  ivhich 
says  that  King^  Henry  caused  his  ^ead  body  to 
be  brought  to  London,  and  exposed  in  public, 
bQ|.b  90  the  road  ^nd  at  St.  Paul's  clprqh,  with 
las  ^K^  luocovered,  iiod  that  po  mark^  of  violence 
were  observed  upon  it.  After  being  exposed 
three  days  in  St. "-  panPs,  he  was  interred  at 
JCiog's.  I^gley,.  ,in  Hertford3hire,  but .  afterwards 
reai0ired  ,.to  iW«tmi^ter  .Abbey,  by  or^ler  of 
King  -Henry  V."Wh«te   bis  tomb  now^  i:emains» 

The  account  of  hi?  being  starved  to  death, 
has  moreover  t^be  advantage  of  bein^  confirmed 
by  Jto.  deeli»ra^ioas  .of  Mtlie  ISo^ls,  of  J^ontbumber- 
laiid  and  .Worcester,  and  .Lord  P.ierey.  Th^se 
vere  the  likeliest  persons  of  any  to  know  the 
truth  pf .  the  fact,  it  having  been  perpetrated 
in  the;ir  n^igbboprhpqd  *.     It   is    however   alto- 

*  To  decide  in  what  manner  Richard  died,  whether  by 
ftc  band  of  Exton^  or  by  want  of  ftupport,  his  tomb  in  West- 
»wnf|,gr,Afeit)^y,was  opened  in  die  presence  of  a  respectable  body 
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jgether  uncertain  in  what  manner  he  ended  his 
dajs.    In  general  murders  were   perpetrated   in 
castles,   in  such  a  secret  way,   that  few,  if  any, 
excepting    such   as  were    employ^   as    agents, 
knew   any    thing    more  concerning   them,    than 
what  they  might  learn  from  public  report, 
of  the  members  of  the  Antiquarian  and  Rojal  Societies;  but  a» 
the  royal  corpse  was  not  disturbed,   not  the  bandage   on  th^ 
head  removed,  so  as  that  the  skull  might  be  examined,  the  sub^ 
ject  continues  yet  uncertain,    Gough  makes  the  ibllowi^g  judi- 
cious remarks,  "  concerning  the  death  of  this  unfortunate  prince. 
Mr.  King  (Archapol.  4.  314.)  notices,  it  has  been  accurately 
enough  observed  by  Hume,   "  that  the  account  of  his  having 
,  been  starved  to  death,  is  more  consistent  with  the  public  exposure 
X)f  his  body  after  his  death,  with  the  face  uncovered,  (Holingshed 
3.  517.)  in  all  the  places  and  towns  between  Pontefract  and 
^London,  where  those  that  had  conveyance  of  it  did  stay  all 
«ight,  for  we  do  not  find  that  any  external  marks  of  violence 
mete  perceived  or  visible  on  that  occasion. — It  was  exposed, 
^  Froissart  tells  us,  in  Cheapside.r-How  he  died,  and  by  what 
pieans,"  say«  that  circumstantial  author,  "  I  could  not  tell  when 
*I  wrote  this  chronicle;   but  this  King  Richard  dead,  was  laid 
'in  a  litter,  and  set  in  a  chaire  covered  with  baudkin,  four  horses, 
all  black,  in  the  chaire,  and   two  men  in  Uack  leading  the 
:cfaaire,  and  four  knights,  all  in  black,  following.     Then  the 
chaire  departed  from  the  Tower  of  London,   and  was  brought 
along  through  London  fair  and  softly,  till  they  came  into  Cheap- 
side,  where  the  chief  aissembiy  of  London  was,  and  there  the 
chaire  rested  the  space  of  two  hours.    Thither  came  in  and  out 
more  than  twenty  thousand  persons,  men  and  women,  to  tee 
him,  as  he  by,  his  head  on  a  black  cushion,  and  his  visage  open. 
Some  had  pity  on  him,  and  some  had  none,  but  said  he  had  long 
ago  deserved  death."    But  if  we  consider  the  temper  of  the 
times  and  of  the  spectators,  and  the  difficulty  in  such  a  croud  of 
■discerning  with  accuracy,  not  to  insist  that  we  may  be  sure  any 
wound  in  the  head  would  be  carefully  concealed,  though  the 
face  was  leil  open,  the  conclusion  will  not  be  so  obvious,  as 
Mr.  King  imagined  from  the  examination  of  the  skulls  in  the 
tomb,  at  which  I  was  present^  and  recollect  the  circumstance -of 
the  .small  cleft  on  the  left  side  of  one  of  them,  mbtaken  for  a 
.fracture,  but  pointed  out  to  be  a  suture  of  the  os  temporis,  a  pa^ 
easily  concealed,  though  the  face  was  left  open. 

•  •  Govx^h's  Sep«d;Mott. 
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SECTION  IX. 

Historical  events  till  the  union   qf  the,  houses  of 
I^ncaster  and  York. 

xiENRY  IV.  from  his  accession  to  the  throne^ 
and  during  the  whole  of  his  reign,  honoured 
the  castle  of  Pontefract,  the  paternal  inherU 
tance-  of  his  family,  by  his  frequent  residence; 
At  tWs  period, 'Scotland  was  the  common  assy- 
lum  of  all  who  were  disaffected  to  the  reigning 
prince;  and  from  this  country  they  readily 
received  assistance,  and  by  making  incursion* 
into  the  northern  parts,  they  disturbed  th^ 
peace  and  often  threatened  to  subvert  the  govern-* 
ment.  To  guard  against  danger  from  this  quar* 
ter,  it  may  be  presumed  was  the  principal  reason,' 
why  Henry  so  often  visited  and  dwelt  at  this  place. 
In  the  first  of  his  reign,  he  granted  a  passport 
for  the  Earl  of  March  then  in  Scotlaiid,  dated  at 
'Pontefract  castle,  Slst  June,   1400. 

After  the  battle  of  Shrewsbury,  in  which  fell 
the  valiant  Piercy,  called  Hotspur,  and  near  six 
thousand  of j  the  rebels,  the  king  marclied  to 
Pontefract,  to  watch  the  motion  of  the  Scots  and 
the  Earl  of  Northumberland.  He  granted  a  full 
•power  to  certain- persons,  to  treat  with  the  king 
of  Scotland,  which  is  dated  at  Pontefract  castle, 
•August  6,  1403.  On  the  15th.of  the  same  month, 
an  act  pa)5sed  at  Pontefract  castle,  requiring  art 
oath  from  the   inhabitants  .of  .Nor thuraberlandi 
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that  they  would  not  obey  the  earl  of  that  name 
any  longer,  he  having  joined  the  insurgents.  But 
we  find  that  soon  afterwards  on  his  disavowing 
his  son's  conduct,  he  w^f^ardoped,  and  committed 
to  safe  custody. 

In  the  year  1404,  Henry  granted  full  powers 
to  treat  with  the 'Icing  of  Scotlafid  for  the  ran* 
som  of  Mordac  Stewart,  Earl  of  Fife,  and 
Archibald,  Earl  of  Douglass,  both  taken  piisoners 
at  the  battle  of  HalladopiHiU,  dated  at  ^onte- 
fract,  the  6th  of  July.  AJso  the  same  year  a 
truce  was  sign^  between  England  and  :Scotlaia4 
by  the  king,  dated  as  above,  at  Pontefr^t. 

An  insurrection  beiqg  fiiared  in  the  .north, 
in  consequence  of  its  being  reported  that  Richard 
II.  was  stillt  alive  in  Scotland,  the  king  :agaiQ 
directly  mardied  to :  Pontefract,  wbe^e  be  uo 
sooner  arrived,  tiian  the  Earl  of  Northumberl^ad, 
anxious  to  keep  on  good  terms  with  <Hepry, 
brought  his  grand  children  and '  nephews  as  hos- 
tages for  bjis  loyalty.  The  Icing  at  this  time 
held  his  court  at  Pontefract  castle. 

In  the  year  1405,  an  insurrection  actually 
broke  out  in  the  nortli,  and  Henry :4gain  marched 
to  Pontefract,  where  he  granted  a  'pawer  to 
compound  with  tfaie  rebels  for  their  pardon^ 
dated  at  Pontefract  castle,  3.5th  April,  1405. 
An  order  was  likewise  granted  to  take  ^xid  seij^e 
the  Isle  of  Man,  which  belonged  to  the  .Earl  of 
Noriliumberland,  who  had  joined  the  insurrection. 
This  order  is  also  d^ted  M  ,  Pooi^r^ct  castle^ 
June  5,   1405, 

The  rebels  still  increased,  and  the  oity  of  York 
declared  in  favour  of  them;  Scroope,  Archbishop 
of  <  York  and  bis  paily .  d^^ed  the  kingrW  wur- 


per,  and  prepared  articles  of  impeachment  against 
hrro.  'they  i^ised  an  attny  of  twenty-thousand 
men;  against  whom  the  king  sent  the  Earl  of 
Westmoreland,  and  Lord  John^  Dnke  of  Lancaster 
the  king's  third  son,  but  finding  the  rebels  so 
strong  and  adrantiageousry  encamped,  they  did 
not  think  it  prudent  to  attack  them;  Westmore- 
land desired  a  conference,  at  which  pretending 
to  commiserate  the  soldiers,  who  had*  been  under 
arms  the  Whblcr  of  the  day,  he  pervaded  the 
archbishop  to  agrete  that  their  forces  might  be 
disbanded.  The*  defuded  prelate  had  no  sooner 
eomptied,  than  Westmordand,  who  Irad  afso  dis^ 
missed  his  troops,  gave  orders  t6  a  troop  of  horse 
suddenly  to  rektrrh  and  wheel  about,  and  by 
this  mancfeuvre  took  the  archbishop  and  the 
Earf  Marshal  prrsoners/  WesTmorelaud  pli^ihted 
his  firtth  to  tliem,  tFiit  they  should  not  suffer  in 
theif  fives.  But  meeting  the  king  at  Poinefract  on 
his  way  to  Yorik»  tbe;^pFisone|R&  wcire  there  brought 
before iiiim.  Hemry^  soon  ordered  them  to  appear 
More  ft  mock  tribunal,  who  cowlemried  them  to 
die,  ^t4  they  \m^  foftlnvlth  p^fecuterf. /'This  is, the 
£rst  instance  of  an  archbishop  b^in^  txiiied  an4 
GOBdefnMd  by.  the  eivU  potw^r, 

H^Mry  new  fesfelve*  to  Cake  iimple  vengeance 
on  the  citizens  of  Ttork,  ^r  $idiiig  with  their  arch- 
bisbop>  ami  in  Qonseqjuence  directed  a,  mandatej 
dated  PonleffMt  CMtk^  Sd.  Jimef  IA06^  in  the 
suttb  feuit  of  hns  rergn^*  to  two  of  his  officers  *^^ 

*  The  king  to  his  chosen  an4  faithful  sen^ants  John  Stanley 
and  Roger  I*eeche,  greeting:  ' 

iiiOW  yfe  that  for  certain  special  causes,  intimately  con- 
cerning us  afl(t  tfe6  st&te  of  our  kingdom  of  England,  we  do 
assJgh  yoUf  tdge&cr  or  leparafcdy,  our  city  of  York,  togetlier 
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authorizing  and  commanding  them  immediately 
to  seize  the  hberties  and  pri\ileges  of  the  city 
for  his  use.  -.      " 

In  this  year  also,  the  Eirl  of'  Northumber- 
land, who  had  been  restored  by  parliam^t  to  all 
his  possessions^  came  at  midsummer  to  the  king 
at  Pontefract, 

The  Earl  of  Northumberland,  notwithstanding 
the  lenity  with  wliich  he  had  been  treated,  con- 
tinued to  foment  disturbances,  and  encourage  the 
spirit  of  revolt.  He,  together  with  Lord  Bardolpb, 
being  closely  pursued,  fled  from  Wales  into  Scot- 
land, raised  a  small  army  and  entered  England^ 
They  took  some  of  the  earl's  castles;  and  encou- 
raged by  this  success  they  entered  Yorkshire. 
At  Thirsk  they  set  up  the  standard  of  revolt,  and 
publisl)ing  a  manifesto,  declared  their  object  to 
be  to  punish  Henry  as  an  usurper.  Sir  Thomas 
Rokesby,  the  sheriff  of  Yorkshire  having  assem^ 

ivith  all  aiid  singular  liberties,  franchises,  and  privileges  to  the 
citizens  of  the  said  city,  by  our  progenitors  or.  predecessors 
sometimes  kings  of  England,  or  ourself,  before  this  time  granted 
and  confirmed,  to  take  and  seize  into  our  hands;  and  the  said^ 
city  thus  taken  and  seized,  till  fiirther  order  from  us,  in  our  name 
to  keep  and  goveni. 

And  therefore  we  commiand  you,  or  either  of  yt>u  diK-' 
gently  to  take  heed  to  the  premises,  and  that  you  should  36  and 
execute  them  in  the  manner  aforesaid/  ^ 

Also  we  command  all  and  singular  high  sheriffs,  mayorsi 
bailiffs,  and  other  officers,  and  all  odier  oar  fiuthfiil  subjects,  as 
well  within  liberties  as  without,  by  the  tenor  of  these  presents,^ 
strictly  to  aid  and  assist  you,  or  either  pf  you,  in  the  execution 
of  the  premises,  being  helpful,  advising,  and  obedient'  to  you 

as  tliey  ought.  -  ,     • 

In  testimony  of  which,  &c. 
Witness  the  King  at  .his  Castle  of  Pontefract  tbe  third  day 
of  June,  1405,  in  the  sixth  year  of  his  rdgn.  ^ 

By  the  KmC  , 
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bled  a  large  army,  watched  all  their  motions, 
and  oh  February  19,  1408,  brought  them  to 
action  on  Bramham  Moor,  in  which  the  Earl 
of  Northumberland  and  Lord  Bardolph  were  both 
killed. 

Henry  was  on  his  march  when  he  received 
the  agreeable  news  of  this  victory.  He  came 
to  Pontefract  castle,  April  8th,  and  resided  there 
for  about  a  month,  employed  in  trying  and 
punishing  some  of  the  unhappy  persons,  who  had 
been  engaged  in  the  late  insurrection,  and  com-» 
pounding  with  others  for  their  delinquency. 
Among  those  who  were  capitally  punished  was  the 
abbot  of  Hales,  because  he  had  been  taken  in  arms. 

In  the  ninth  of  Henry  IV.  a  truce  was 
granted  for  one  year  for  Guyenne,  signed  also 
at  Pontefract  castle,  the  30th  April,  1408. 

Henry  IV.  died  at  Westminster  in  the  four- 
teenth year  of  his  reign,  and  was  succeeded  by 
his  son,  now  Henry  V. 

Henry  V.  ratified  and  confirmed  all  the 
grants,  declarations  and  franchises,  contained  in 
ail  the  former  charters  granted  to  this  borough, 
the  honour  cf  Pontefract  and  duchy  court  cif 
Lancaster,  by  his  letters  patent,  with  the  consent 
and  authority  of  both  houses  of  parliament. 

In  the  year  1415,  Henry  obtained  one  of  the 
most  splendid  victories  recorded  in  the  annals  of 
history,  over  the  French  at  Agincourt,  where  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  and  several  other  persons  of  the 
highest  rank  were  taken,  and  by  his  order  sent 
prisoners  to  Pontefract  castle;  nor  were  they  re- 
leased till  the  fatal  disasters  of  the  following  reign 
had  destroyed  the  English  interest  in  France. 

In  the  third  of  Henry' VI.  (1424)  the  Duke 
a  * 
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of  Bedford^  jirotector  of  the  realm  duHng  the 
king's  minority, .  enlarged  the  young  king  of 
Scots,  James  the  first,  from  his  imprisoiMnent  in 
Pontefract  castle.  'iVhen  a  boy,  Robert  bis  father, 
to  preserve  him  from  the  snares  of  his  uncle^  who 
bad  murdered  his  elder  brother  David,  .put  him 
on  board' a  vessel,  witli  a.  design: to  send.bim  Vo 
France;  but-  the  ship  falling,  into  the  hands  of. the 
English,  he  had  ibeexi  detained  a  prisoner  seven* 
teen  years.  On  his  rol^se  he.  did  homage  and 
fealty  for  the  crown  bf  S<iotlafi4« 

In  the  seventh,  of  Henry  Vl.  th^.king  granted 
a  charter,  cionfirmin'g  the  rights,  liberties^  customs 
and  privileges  of  the  d^K^y  of  Lancaster  an4 
honour  of  Pontefract,  dated  4th<  June,   1428. 

Thfe  weakness  of  Henry  Vl.   the  arrog$|iice 
of  his  queen,  and  the  dissension  and  quarrelf  of 
the  court,  Emboldened  Richard,  Duke  of  York,  to 
assert  his  claims  to.  the  crQwn,'  and  the  whole 
kingdom  was  divided  intQ.twp  hostile:; factions, 
tbe  piarlisans  of  the  ted  and  white/rose,  the: dis- 
tinguishing emWem  of  the;  houses  of  I^iicaster 
and  York/    The  contest  whicih  fdlowed,  spread 
desolation  and  slaughter  through  the  land.    There 
were  few  of  tbe  nobility  who  ended  their  days  in 
peace.    They  either  fell  on  the  field  of  battle,  on 
by  the  hand  qi  the  executioner.     For  tbe  laws 
M^hich  regulate  the  conduct  of  nations^  who  are  in 
a  state  of  hostility  towaifds.  each  otia^r,  in  civil  war 
have  no  place ;  and  such  as  escape  the .  carnage 
of  the  sword,  ^heti  they  fall  into  the  hand  of  their 
enemies,  are.doopied. to  the  b^pk.     Mepfc^yed 
mercy  is  unnoticed  and  unregv4ed }  add  the  noble 
and    the  brave  are  immolated  to  the  demon:  of 
revenge. 
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It  wdnld  be  £ireign  to  the  purpose  of  thi$  ttbrk, 
to  eoter  into  the  detail  of  all  tbe:  eventt^  of  this 
interesting  period.  Such  only  can  be  noticed  as 
are  connected  with  the  history  of  this  placfe.  Tto 
fifst  battle,,  in  this  destructive  contest^  was  fought 
at  St.  Aiban'«>  ivhere  the  DqkeofYork  was  yic* 
toriona.  The  Duke  of  Exeter^  \yho  had.the  good 
fortune  to  escape  the  slaughter  qf  ;that  day,  fled 
for  sanctuary,  .to  the  Abbey  of  Westimnsfer;  but 
be  was  taken  from  thence,  and  s^t  a  prisoner  to 
the  castle  of  Pontefract  .*. 

After  the.  battle  of  Northaidptpn,  jn  which 
the  forced  ^f  Henry,  were  vanquished,  and,  him-? 
self  taken  prisoner^  Queen  Majr^garet  fled  to  Dur^ 
ham.  Tltrough  the  intereatof  the  Earjs  of  Nor^ 
tbombm-land  and  ;  Westmoreland^  an  army  was 
soon  QoUe^ted  to  sdpport  the  hou9e  of  Lancaster. 
Ridiard,  Duke  of  York,  who  had  marched  to 
London,. aqd  who  ,had,  by  ^t  of  parliaments  been 
declared  Henry'^  successor,  hearing  of  the  design  of 
tbeque^  ha^eqiedto.meet  her  with  an  army  of 
five  thousand  paen*'  When  he  reached  Wakefield, 
be  W8^  surprised  to  hear  that  tlie  queen  was  advanc- 
ing against  hirai  .at  the  head  of  twenty  thousand 
men^  He  took  refuge  in  Sandal  castle,  resolved 
to  stand,  on  his  defence,  till  Edward  his  son  should 
come  to  bis,  assistance*  Margaret,  by  a  success- 
ful stratagem,  induced  him  to  venture  on  a  gene* 
ral  engagemrat.  ,  Having  detached  a  considerable 
body  of  ttoops,  who  lay  in  ambush^  the  Duke 
of  York  rushed  foith^  and  commenced  a  violent 
attack  on  the  main  body  of  the^  queen's,  troofis; 
but  those  in  ambu^b  coming  upon  his  rear,  the 
most  determined  valour  on  his  part  was  una- 
vailing. 

*  Sxo^^g,  p,  400. 
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.     This  battle,  called  the  battle   of  Wakefield, 
was  fouglit  on  the  31st  December,  1460,  in  whicA 
Richard  Plantagenet,  Ddke  of  York,  was  killed, 
the  Earl  of  Salisbury  was  dangerously  wounded, 
taken  prisoner,  and  in  a  very  bleeding  condition 
sent  to  Pontefract  castle,  where  he  was  beheaded 
along  with  Sir  Ralph  Stanley,  Sir  Richard  Lim- 
bricke.  Captain  Hanson,  then   Mayor  of  Hall, 
Mr.  John  Harrow  a  vq^liant  gentleman,  and  seve- 
ral other  persons  of  distinction,  whose  heads  were 
exposed  on  the  gates  and  towers  of  York.    The 
head  of  the  Dake  of  York  was  severed  from  his 
body,  and  being   put  upon    a  long  pole,    was 
placed  on  the  top  of  Micklegate-bar,  on  which 
Clifford  at  the  instigation  of  the  queen,  placed 
a  crown  of  paper  in  derision  of  his  title,  with  his 
face   towards    the  city.-^hakespear    makes    the 
haughty  Margaret  opprobionsly  order, 

"  Off  with  his  head,  and  set  it  on  York  Gates ; 
"  So  York  may  overlook  the  town  of  YoA." 

The  duke's  body  was  brought  and  intended  in 
the  church  of  the  priory  at  Pont^ract. 

The  triumph  of  Margaret,  and  the  house  of 
Lancaster,  was  disgraced  by  the  cruelties  they 
exercised  on  their  enemies.  Instead  of  improving 
the  victory  by  rapid  advances  towards  the  capi- 
tal, they  spent  their  time  in  the  execution  of 
their  prisoners.  Edward,  Earl  of  Marche,  son  of 
the  Duke  of  York,  who  had  raised  a  strong 
body  of  forces,  on  the  borders  of  Wales,  when 
he  heard  of  the  defeat  and  death  of  his  father 
at  Wakefield,  marched  for  London;  and  after 
encountering  a  party  of  the  enemy,  which  he 
totally  routed,  he  reached  the  capital.  The  citi- 
zens declared  for  him,  and  he  was  crowned  king, 
by  the  title  of  Edward  IV. 
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In  the  mean  time  Margaret  was  not  inactive. 
She  bad  collected  an  army  of  sixty  thousand  men* 
Edtvard,  conscious  that  success  .frequently  depends 
on  prudence  and  celerity,  at  the  bead  of  about  forty 
thousand  men,  set  out  from  London  March  12, 
1461,  scarce  resting  till  they  came  to  Pontefract, 
where  they  encamped,  the  king  residing  in  the 
castle,  and  his  army  around  him.     The  day  after 
his  arrival.  Lord  Fitzwalter  was  detached  to  seize 
the  pass  at   Ferrybridge,   upon   the  river  Aire, 
who  executed  the  order  with  equal  celerity  and 
success.    Henry  understanding  Edward  had  gained 
and  guarded  the  pass  at  Ferrybridge,  sent  Lord 
Clifford  with  a  party  of  light  horse   to  dislodge 
him  'y  who  made  such  expedition  that  he  attacked 
him  on  the  night  of   the   28th,    with   superior 
numbers,    and    drove    him    thence    with    great 
slaughter.     Clifford  found  the  guards  asleep,   and 
not  in  the  least  expecting  the   approach  of  an 
enemy.     The  Lord  Fitzwalter,  awakened  by  the 
noise,   supposing    it  to  arise   from   some  tumult 
amongst  his  own  men,  jumped  out  of  bed,  and 
with  only  a  battleaxe  in  his  hand,  went  to  ap- 
pease them.     But  too  late  aware  of  his  mistake^ 
the  bastard  of  Salisbury  and   himself,  both  lost 
their  lives  in  the  action  * 

Warwick  was  no  sooner  informed  of  the  issue 

*  There  was  found  in  digging  a  grave  in  Brotherton 
church  yard.  May  2\,  1781,  a  chalice,  very  much  mutilated^ 
and  its  lid,  a  spur  and  part  of  a  stocking.  These  most  pro- 
haWy  belonged  to  one  of  the  lords  slain  at  Ferrybridge,  before 
the  battle  of  Towton,  on  Saturday  the  28th  of  May,  1431. 

It  was  usual  to  inter  the  lords  who  fell  in  this  contest,  near 
the  place  where  they  were  slain ;  and  it  is  not  improlxible,  that 
the  chalice,  spur  and  stocking  might  belong  to  Fitzwalter, 
ArhaeoU  Vol.  ix.  55. 
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of  this  rencoimter,  than  alarmed  at  tbiiB  misfor- 
lone,  and  dreaditig  'the  consequences'  at !  so  cri- 
tical a}uncttire9  when  a  general  battle  was  every 
moment  Expected,  hei  rode  with  the  utmost  speed 
or  his  coarser  to  the  castle  of  Fontefract,  and 
spoke  to  the  king,  who  was  reviewing  bis  troops, 
as  follows,  **  Sir, '  I  prajr  God  have  mercy  on  their 
souls  who  in  the  bqgintiing  of  your  enterprize 
have  lost  their  lives.  I  see  no  succour  Imt  in 
God,  to  whom  I  remit'  the.  vengeance.'^  On 
which  he  had  recourse  to  a  measure  as  brave 
tos  extraordinary. '  Alighting,  he  instanitly  stabbed 
his  horse  in  the  sight  of  the  whole  army,  lay- 
ing, "Let  him  flee  that  flee  will,  I  will  tarry 
Ivith  him  that  will  tarry  with  me/*  So  saying, 
fae  kissed  the  cross  on  tiie  hilt  of  his  sword  in 
confirmation  thereof,  and  swore  he  was  firnily 
resolved  to  share*  the  ikte  of  the  meanest  stidier, 
and  die  in  the  field  or  cbnquer. 

This  noble  declaration  of  an  officer  so  idolized 
by  all  the  soldiery,  awakened  in  every  breast 
an  insu Impressible  ardour  5  and  in  order  to  ingpire 
them  with  greater  courage,  Edward  issued  a  pro- 
clamation, "  That  every  man  who  was  Quwilling 
to  stay,  or  was  afraid  to  fight,  hdd  leave  to 
depart,"  but  denouncing  the  sevierest  vengeance 
against  those  who  in  the  ensuing  action  should 
betray  the  least  sign  of  treachery  or  cowardice. 
We  commanded  such  to  be  slain  by  his  own  men, 
and  promised  that  they  who  executed  this  command 
should  receive  a  great  reward,  besides  double  pay. 
But  they  cried  out  as  with  one  voice  to  be  led 
•on,  d^laring  their  resolution  t6  gain  the  day, 
or  die  at  the  feet  of  their  king  ancl  general. 
The  valiant  Lord  Falconbridge,  with  his  friend 
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aod  (x>i|ip|iBipQ  ia  anns^  Sir  W^ter  BJoimtj  uq- 
de^ook  to  regsun  the  )>a3S  at  Ferrybfi^gp,;  and 
crossed  the.  river,  at  Ca$tIeford|   in  order;, to  \n^ 
close  the  troops  undfT  i«ord  Clifford,  th^aJlayjng. 
on  Brothertoti  marshy  which  Clifford  peroeivj^g 
drew  off  his  men  and .  retired  in  great  haspe  tq 
the  inain  body.    In  his.  retre^l^  he  fell  in  with  ^ 
party  of  the  enemy,  and  whether  it  was  by  acci? 
dent,   owing  to  the  confHsion  into  which  they 
were  thrown  on  :  the  iapproach  of  Lord  Fajcon? 
bridge, .or. from  some  other, ;C^ii3e,  he  hftdr either 
put  off  Or  lost  hift  gorgeti  when  an  bea\]less  a^rrow^ 
from  one  in  jimbush,  pierced  thi^ough  his  throaty 
and  immediately  pnt  $,  period  tp  his  life*    Thus 
died  the    implacable  Clifford,   one  of  the  most 
inreterate  fpea  of  ^he  bouse  of  York.    The  Lan- 
caatrmns,lM>   pooner    biehjpld    their    leader  :dead^ 
than  th€(y  fled  yrith. the. utmost  precipitation. 

John  Lord'  Clifford,  who  was  born  April, 
8,  1430, /held  the  title  and  estates  five  years, 
eight  months,  find  seven  d^ys.  His;ban4j^,  were 
early  dipped,  in  , blood;  for  he  was  engage  in 
the  civil  war .  of  the  houses  almost .  three .  years 
before  his  fi^ther's  dea^  .  In  the  seqond  battle 
of  St.Alban's,  the  )ci|ig  was  brought  to  .meet 
the  Queen  .in  Clifford's  tent.  This  nobleman, 
partly,  from  the  beat  of  jouth,  and  partly  in 
the  spirit  of  revenge  for  .hip  father's  death,  pur^ 
sued,  the  bouse  of  York  ,  with  a  rancour .  which 
rendered  hinv  odioqs.  eyea  ia  fhat .  ferocious  age. 
His .  mipposed*  slayghter.  of  the  young  £at4  of 
Rutland  in,  or  perbapsi  after,  the  battle  of.Wakor 
field,  has.  left  <a  deep.staia  upon  his  memory; 
and  his  own.  wtimely  end,  which  happened .  the 
next  year,  is  remembered  without  regret.    In  the 
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MS  memoirs  of  llie  fiimily  at  Appleby  this  ifi  said 
to  halve  happened  at  Deindingdale,  a  place  un- 
noticed in  any  map;  but  a  respectable  friend, 
resident  near  this  place,  has  discovered  the  evanes- 
cent and  almost  forgotten  name  of  Dittingdale, 
in  a  small  valley,  between  Towtoli  and  Scar- 
thingwell.  Here  therefore,  John  Lord  Clifford, 
fell.  The  place  of  his  interment  is  uncertain; 
but  the  traditional  account  of  the  family  is  pro- 
bably true,  that  his  body  was  thrown  into-  a  pit 
with  a  promiscons  heap  of  the  slain.  Ditting- 
dale  is  so  near  the  field  of  Towton  that  it  proves 
at  least  the  advanced  posts  of  the  two  armies 
to  have  been  close  to  each  other  on  the  evening 
preceding  the  battle*. 

The  next  morning  by  day  break  the  army 
begun  its  march  from  PontefVact,  headed  by  the 
king  and  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  and  advanced 
towards  the  Lancastrians,  who,  to  the  number 
of  sixty  thousand,  occupied  the  fields  -  betwixt 
Towton  and  Saxton,  and  about  nine  o'clock  on 
Palm  Sunday,  the  29th  March,  1461,  the  two 
armies  met,  when  a  desperate  battle  ensued. 
Whether  it  was  because  the  enemy  were  so 
much  superior  in  numbers,  or  out  of  revenge 
for  the  cruelties  exercised  by  them  at  the  battle 
of  Wakefield,  Edward  published  an  order  through- 
out his  army,  that  his  soldiers  should  not  en- 
cumber themselves  with  prisoners,  which  seems 
to  have  been  the  principal  cause  of  the  carnage 
of  that  day.  In  the  beginning  of  the  battle, 
whilst  the  Yorkists  were  advancing  to  the  charge, 
it  began  to  snow,  and  a  sharp  wind  drove  the 
sleet  full  in  the  face  of  the  Lancastrians^  and 
•  Wuitaker's  Craveo,  p.  224. 
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disordered  their  sight  in 'such  a  manner^  that  they 
coald  not  discern  the  just  distance  between  them- 
selves and  the  enemy.  The  Lord  Falconbridge, 
an  old  and  experienced  officer,  made  an  admi-^ 
rable  use  of  this  accident.  He  commanded  the 
Tan,  and  ordered  his  men  to  advance  as  near 
the  eneaij  as  they  possibly  could,  and  discharge  a 
volley  of  arrows  upon  them ;  and  then  to  retire  with 
all  speed  out  of  the  reach  of  those  of  the  enemy. 

This  stratagem  had  a  wonderful  efiect,  the 
Lancastrians  galled  by  this  attack,  and  think- 
ing their  enemies  were  not  many  yards  dis- 
tant, and  on  account  of  the  snow^  not  per- 
ceiving them  fall  back,  plied  their  bows  till  their 
quivers  tvere  emptied  without  doing  the  least 
execution,  the  Yorkists  all  the  while  keeping 
theirs  in  reserve.  Lord  Falconbridge  judging 
their  shot  was  nearly  spent,  and  seeing  them 
advancing  sword  in  band  to  begin  a  close  fight, 
advanced  again  with  his  archers,  and  gave  them 
another  furious  discharge,  which  obliged  them 
to  iall  back  to  the  main  body,  where  they  now 
assailed  them  without  opposition,  and  slew  a 
great  number  with  the  very  shafts  ihey  picked 
up  from  the  field  after  their  own  quivers  were 
empty.  The  Lancastrian  generals,  finding  the 
disadvantage  they  laboured  under  in  this  way 
of  fighting,  pressed  on  to  nearer  combat,  and 
then  the  battle  became  firm,  obstinate  and  bloody. 
The  sword  decided  the  fate  of  the  day,  which 
after  ten  hours  obstinate  fight,  with  equal  and 
unremitting  fury,  ended  in  the  total  defeat  of 
the  Lancastrians. 

Edward  pursued  them  towards  Tadcaster  with 
such  impetuosity,    that*  numbers   were  drowned 

s  * 
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ia  attepipting  ^q  p^ss  t^  .parrow^;  but  d^^pR 
river  Cock,,  which,  lay  in  their  way*  !\Jany:  pajles 
of  tbe^  country  jco^nd^i^ere  stained  by  tjie  blood 
of  tbirty-six  thpusaiid  S^y^n  hundred  a|id  s\x 
Englishmen,  who  ^ were,  slain .  by-  th^  h^pds  of 
Englishmen*,,    .   vi*       ...  .. 

The  Earl  of  Devon^biret,  who  \i^^  V^t.  lately 
espoused  the  c^nse  of  Henryj^'  was  the,*Qj)ly  pri- 
soner takep.  Edward,  pjj^ched ; directly,  to. Vork, 
hoping  to  find  R?»ry  *od  Margaret  thefei^but 
they  had  5et  out  Jqv,  Scotland  bpifore  feif  ^Ffival. 
He  immediately.. orcJered.  U>^  ^eads  of  theDuke 
of  York,  his  fiitherj^^n^  the.  Earl^of  Salisbjiry  to 
be  taken  down  and,  ipterred,  with(  the^t  bodies, 
and  that  of  the  Earl  pf  Pevopsbire>  )vho.  wajj 
beheaded  by  martiial  }aw^,Jto  {>e  pyt  ^in  their 
steadt. 

Edward  bpjng  established  on  the  throne, 
prepared  to  discharge  the  dqties  of  a  son,  by 
taking  up  the  cprpse  of  .hip  .father^  and  hpnour- 

*  In  the  Paston  letters,  the  nomber  of  ikpse  !ivlKr  fellf  if 
stated  to  have  beni  twenty-^ght  thousand  men.  '  This  f^pears 
to  have  been  a  copy  of  a  letter>  sent  by  Edward  to  his  queen, 
to  inform  her  of  this'  happy  event 

"  On  the  king's  part,  Fitzwalter  and  Lord  Scroop'  wounded, 
J.  Stafford  and  Home  of  Keiit  weri' kilted?' 

"On  thecnenfies  part  killed  at  Ferrybridge,  the  day  be- 
fore the  battle.  Lord  Ciifford,  Then  fell  in  the  field  oif  battle, 
H.  Piefcy,  Earl  of  Northumber-    R.  Wells,  Lord  Willoughby, 

land.  Sir  Ralph  Bigot, 

T.  Courtney,  Earl  of  Devori,       - — ^— --  Gray, 
Viscount  Beaumont,  Sir  Richard  Jehey, 

Lord  Neville,  Sir  Hariy  Belingham, 

— —  Dacre,  Sir  And.  Trolop ; 

— —Clifford,  ^ith    twenty^ght    thousand 

Stafford,  men,  nunib^ed  by  heralds. 


Urd  WeUs^ 


FsNKs,  Lett,  first  Edwffd  IV. 
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ing  tt  nvlth  a  sj^ertdid  and  'magnificent  ftineral. 
The  ilbrm  of  this  funeral  is  thus  described,  by 
Sandfbiid, '•  ffom  a  maiiuscript  preserved  in  the 
college  of. arms. 

On  the  23d  •  J  uly, '  1 466,  his  bones  were  re* 
moved  '^from  the  chUrdh  of  the  priory  of  St. 
John,  af  Pbhtefrdet,  *  and  put  into  a'  chariot 
coviired  with  •  black  Velvet.  *  *Tliey  W6re  richly 
wrapped  iii  a  clofli  *>f  '  gold;  atid  royal  •  habit 
At /the  feietof'the  corpse  stood  a  t^ife  angel, 
bearing  a  ctowh  of  gold,  to  si^tfy/tAfl^  qf  right 
he  was  king.  'iThe  lihariot  Wa^*^rawn  by  seven 
hor^y  trapped  t6  thb  j^ound,  and  covered  with 
black,  itJlatgied  With  escntch^bris  of  the  said  prince's 
amis.  Eirery  hoi*se  cafried'  a  n^an,  and  on  the 
foremost  rode  Sir  Jbfih  Ski^virUh,  who  bare  the 
banner  6f  Hie  prince  displiayed. 

Aff  the  T>!slK)p^  and  inltred  ^)>bots  honoured 
this  solemnity  l)y  their  attendstnoe.  Dressed  in 
their  pontiibaf  robei,  'they  went  two  or  three 
mifes  before  the  pi*ocfessidn,  to  prepare  and  con- 
secrate the  churchisS  JFor  the  reception  of  the 
corpse  of  thii  prince.  Richard,  Doke  of  Glouces- 
ter; followed  ne^t  aft^  the  chariot,  accompanied 
by  th<*  principarnobletoen  of  the  kingdom,  and 
a  ntnhber  of  officfeirs*  at  arms.  In  this  order 
the  prdcessldn  departed  from  Pohtefract,  followed 
by  ahMmmense^  conc6urse '6f  .sjiectators,  and  the 
first  night  they  reached  Donpaster;  and  from 
thence  proceeded  by^wsyijourneys  to  filythe, 
Tuxfortl,  NeWark,  ^  Stkmford,  and  then  to  Fother? 
ingay,   where  they  arrived  on  July  29. 

Edward  IV.  tlie,!^  queen,  and  ofRcers  of  state^ 
met  the  procession  as  it  entered  F.otheringay. 
The^  proceeded  into  the  church,   near  to   tha 
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high  altar,  where  there  was  a  hearse  coTered 
with  blacky  and  furnished  with  a  number  of  ban- 
ners, bannerols  and  pensils;  and  under  the  said 
hearse,  were  laid  the  bones  of  the  prince  an4 
his  son  Edmund.  Over  the  hearse  was  ^  doth 
of  majesty,  of  bl^ck  sarcenet,  with  the  j&gjure 
of  our  Lord  sitting  on  a  rainbow  beaten  in  .goldj^ 
having  in  every  jjorher  escutcheons  of  the  armtj 
of  England .  atid  France  quarterly.  Around  the 
hearse  wa$  a  valance  of  black  sarcenet^  fringed 
half  a  jrard  deep,  on  which  were  three  angels  of 
beaten  gold,  holding  the  arms  within  a  garter. 

Upon  the  30th  several  masses  were  said«  and 
then  at  the  Offertory  of  the  mass  of  requiem3  the 
king  offered  for  the  prince,  his  father;  the  queei^ 
and  her  two,  daughters  offered  afterwards;  then 
Norroy,  king  at  arms,  offered  the  prince's  coat 
of  arms;  March^  king  of  arms,  the  target;  Ire- 
la,nd,  king  of  arms,  the  sword;  Windsor,  herald 
at  arms  of  England,  and  Rovenden,  herald  at 
arms  of  Scotland,  offered  the  helmet,  and  Mr. 
de  Ferrys  the  harness  and  courser  *x. 

In  the  year  1470,  the  Earl  of  Warwick  and 
several  others,  having  taken  up  arms,  proclaimed 
Henry  king,  and  assuming  the  government  in  hi^ 
name,  obliged  Edward  to  fly  to  Holland  for 
safety  f.  Here  be  endeavoured  to  collect  some 
forces^  and  landing  at  Ravenspyrg  with  twenty 

♦  Bib.  Top.  Vol.  VI.  Foflien'ngay. 
t  In  the  Paston  letters  there  is  an  account  of  several 
persons  .who  were,  taken  and  confined  in  Pontefract  castie. 
•'John  Pilkington,  Mr.  W.  at  Cliff,  and  Fowler  are  taken, 
and  in  the  casde  of  Pontefract,  and  are  like  to  die  hostily-* 
Sir  T.  Montgomery  and  Jourdane  be  taken,  what  shall  hH 
of  them  I  cannot  say." 

EfiNKs.  Lett.  Vol.  II.  p.  45.- 
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thousand  soldiers^  gave  but  that  be  only  came  to 
claim  bis  dukedom  of  York.  He  arrived  at  York» 
on  tbe  19th  March,  1471,  where  he  was  well 
reoeived  as  Duke  of  York,  but  n6t  as  kiug* 
Having  got  possession  of  the  city,  he  assumed 
the  regal  title,  and  began  his  march  southwards 
Warwick  sent  *  ordera  to  his  brother  the  Mitrquis 
MontacQte,  who  then  lay  at  Pontefract  with  a 
great  army,  to  mar(ih  iminediately  smd  fight  him; 
but  ooe  would  suppose  the  marquis  was  all  this 
time  asleep,  as  he  never  onoe  attempted  to  op* 
pose  him  in  his  marob.  Edvfard,  conscious  of 
the  str^angth  of  his  enemies,  wishefd  to  avoid  a 
battle  if  possible  till  his  friends  had  joined  him. 
The  irresolution,  not  to  say  cowardice  or.  trea- 
chery of  Mpntacute,  suffered  Edward  to  pass  the 
river*  Aite,  at  Castleford,  without  the  least  re- 
sistance. The  battle  of  Barn^  soon  after  fixed 
Edward  once  more  on  the  throne  for  life. 

In  the  fourth  of  Edward  IV.  a  safe  conduct 
was  granted  to  John  Lord  de  Lanoy  of 'France,  / 
at  the  request  of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  dated 
at  Pontefract  castle,  the  10th  December,  1463.  . 

On  the  ,S6th  September,  (nineteenth  Edward 
IV,)  1478,  Edward  made  a  progress  into  the 
north,  accompanied  by  a  very  numerous  suit  of 
dukes,  marquisses,  earls,  barons,  and  a  great  croud 
of  other  courtiers.  He  was  met  on  his  journey 
by  all  the  public  of&cers  and  gentry  of  these 
parts,  amongst  the  rest  by  the  lord  mayor  of 
York,  and  many  of  the  richest  citizens,  who 
went  as  far  as  Wentbridge  to  meet  him,  and 
escorted  him  to  Pontefract,  whfere  the  king  re-^ 
roained  a  week,  and  then  set  off  for  York. 

Edward  the  IV.  died  on  the  9th  April,  1483, 
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ntkd  WU3  succeeded  by  his  elder  son '  Edward*  V. 
Edward  was  only  in  the  thirteemh  year  of  bis 
age,  at  the  death  ofe  his  father.  He  was  imme- 
diately proi^laimed:  king;*  and  kept  his  conrt  -at 
Ludlow  castle,  beinj^  under  the  tuition  of  An- 
thony Woodville,  brother  to  the  queenof  Edward 
IV.  He  ^had  been  I  advanced  to  the  dignity  of 
a  baron,  by  the  title  ot  Lord  Scales,  and  was 
afterwards  honoured  with  ^the  title  'of  Earl  of 
RiVers.  He  became  a  most'dif^higuifllied  warrior 
and  staiei^an;  and  was  accouinted -one  of  the 
most*  learned  men  of  the  age.  The  fMends  of 
the  queen -ei^oyed  all  the  offices  about  the  per* 
son  'of  jTOung  Edward. 

The*  court  bad  been  divided  into  two^  fhetions, 
during  the  TOign  of  Edward  IV.  The  old 
nobility  •  wene  ^  headed  by  •  the  '  Duke  of  Buck* 
ingfato),  and  the  queen's  friends  by  i  Earl  Rivers. 
Richard,  Duke  of  Gloucester,  had  the  address 
to  secure  the  friendship  •  of  the  queen  and'  ber 
party,  by  outward  marks  of  respect,  while  he 
entered  into  a  secret  agreement  with  Buckingham 
and  his  pairty;  On  the  death  of  his  brother, 
Richard  laid  claim  to  the  office  of  protector; 
and  insisted  on  it  as^  his  right.  Earl  Rivers,  Sir 
Richard  Gn^,  and  Sir  Thomas  Vaughan,  aware 
that  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  would  attempt 
to  sdaae  the/person  irf  yoiing  Edward,  and  as- 
suoie  the  government  of  the  country  in  his  name, 
raised ,  a  body  of  troops  for  bis  defence.  Glou- 
cester, by  pretttiding  a  regard  for  his  nephew 
and  the  welfare  of  his  country,  so  hr  imposed 
on  the  queen,  that  she  gave  orders  to  her  bro- 
ther, Eari  Rivers,  to  dismiss  ihe  forces  he  had  col* 
lected,,and'to. bring  hi9  nephews  to  Westminster. 


In  o^ience  to  berorci^rs  basset  crfT^  ibbtiwtita'  he 
had  readied  Nortbampitop,  wa9  met  bj  Gloiioee^ 
ter  and  his  friends^  wbo  $ei^ed  the  youvig iking 
and  his  brother^,  and  s^nft  Earl  JRivers^;  Sir  H. 
Grey,  and  Sir  Tbpxnas*  Vaugbaiii  nm}$r'a;6lcQng 
guard,  prisoners  to  Pont#9^t  castte.i  •;,».. 

Sir  Richard  Aadclifie^;  was  gov^tiQrof  the 
castle,  a  creature  of  Gloqc^t^'Sy.andi.^j^yiway 
qoalified  for  the  perpetration  pf  dfeds' of  cruelty, 
and  blood.  On  the  ISth  Jm^t  firsts  of  Edwand 
V.  he  went  to-  York,  apd.  deliv^ed:a  Jett^'from 
the  duke  to  the  lord  mayor^.  requesting,  bioi  ta 
raise  forces  to  aid  and  assist  bim?  i^inst  the 
queen  and  her  adherentis^  a^d*  it  wq$  agreed  that 
such  forces  as'  the  city  could  r^tise  .cm  such  a 
sudden>  should  be  on  the  Wednesday  night  thea 
next  at  Pontefract,  where  the  Earl  of  Notthuni'*: 
berkuld  wait0d  to  conduc]^  ibem  aii4  others  to 
L(Hidoo. 

Richard,  true  to  his,;  purpose  of.  seizing  the, 
throne,  on  tho  day  that  Ed  ward.  V.  should  have 
been  crowned,  whpp  they  ippt  in  the  to^ern  pre- 
tended Lord  Hasting9^  and  qtl^i;S;hful  assaulted  hioi* 
in  order  to  murder .  the  king  and  subviert  the 
govemoie^tr'aQd'Cpn^roApdixig  him  iinijnedia^ely  to 
be  beheaded^  the.  coronatM>n  w^s  put  x)ff  till,  as- 
he  pretendedi  ^his  alari)^  hafi  ceased.  He,  had> 
however,  so  or(]^red  and  arirangc^  his  plansi  that' 
on*  that  very  day  Earl  Riv^^^  l^is  uncle,  and  other 
friendsvin^Pontefr^t  castle,  '\!rere  execi^ted,  with* 
out  any  crime  being  proved  against  them. 

The  following  is  the  account  that  Grafton, 
gives  of  this  trani^tion.  "  Nowe  was  it  devised 
by  the  protectoqr  ^nd  his  counsai)e,.  that  the 
same  day  that  the  jLofd  Hastings,  chamberlayne. 
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was  head^  in  the  tower  of  London^  and  about 
the  same  hour  should  be  beheaded  at  Pounfrete, 
the  Earle  Hivers»  and  the  Lord  Richard,  the 
queens  son»  Sir  TIjo.  Vaughan  and  Sir  Richard 
Hawte;  wbiche  execution  was  done  by  the  ordre, 
and  in  the  presence  of  Sir  Richard  Racliif  knight^ 
whose  service  the  protectour  specially  used  in 
the  execution  of  such  lawlesse  enterprises,  as  a- 
man  that  he  had  been  long  secrete  with,  hav-' 
ing  experience  of  the  worlde  and  shrewed  wytte, 
shorte  and  rude  in  speech,  rough  and  boysterous 
of  behaviour,  bold  in  mischief,  as  far  from  pytie 
as  from  fear  of  God." 

"  This  knight  brought  these  four  persons  to 
the  scaffold  at  the  day  appointed^  and  shewed 
to  all  the  people  that  they  were  traitours,  not 
sufFerying  the  I^rds  to  speake  and  declare  their 
inhocency,  least  their  wordes  might  have  inclyned 
men  to  pytie  them,  and  to  hate  the  protectour 
and  his  part,  and  so  without  judgement  and 
processe  of  the  lawe  caused  them  to  be  beheaded 
without  other  yearthly  gylt  but  only  that  they 
were  good  men  and  true  to  the  king  and  to 
nye  to  the  queen,  insomuch  as  Sir  Tho.  Vaughan 
going  to  his  death  sayd,  A  wo  worth  them  that 
tooke  the  prophecy  that  G.  should-  destroy  King 
Edwards  children  (meaning  Lord  G.  Duke  Of 
Clarence)  which  for  that  suspicion  is  now  dead, 
but  nowe  remayneth  Richard,  Duke  of  G.  whiche 
nowe  I  see  is  he  that  shall  and  wyll  destroy 
kyng  Ed.  children  and  all  their  alyes  and  frendes, 
as  appeareth  by  us  this  day,  whom  I  appele 
to  the  highe  tribunal  of  God  for  his  wrongful 
murther  and  cure  true  innocencye,  and  then 
RaclifF  sayd,  you  have  well  apeled,  lay  downe 
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your  head,  ye  sayd  Sir  Tho.  I  dye  in  wright, 
beware  you  dye  not  in  wrong,  and  so  that 
good  knight  was  beheaded  and  the  other  three 
aad  buried  naked  in  the  monastery  at  Pounfrete." 

Many  a  crime,  deem'd  mnocent  on  earthy 
Is  register'd  in  heav'n ;  and  these  no  doubt. 
Have  each  their  record,  with  a  curse  annex'd. 

Richard  having  seized  the  crown  and  usurped 
the  throne,  by  the  title  of  King  Richard  III, 
iii  the  second  year  of  his  reign  granted  a  charter 
to  this  town,  whereby  he  incorporated  it,  and  ap- 
pointed John  Hill  the  first  mayor  thereof,  in 
July,  1484.  This  charter  was  confirmed  by  par- 
liament the  9th  of  August  following. 

Richard,  who,  to  the. most  consummate  hypo- 
crisy, added,  the  most  ferocious,  cruelty,  and 
ascended  the  throne  by  the  murder  of  his 
king,  was  not  permitted  to  enjoy  it  long  in 
peace.  The  Duke  of  Buckingham,  a  character 
equally  depraved  as  his  own,  by  whose  assis- 
tance Richard  had  hitherto  met  with  success, 
soon  formed  a  scheme  to  dethrone  him,  and 
unite  the  houses  of  York  and  Lancaster.  Thus 
it  frequently  happens  that  associates  in  guilt, 
become  the  instruments  of  each  others  punish- 
ment; and  the  ways  of  providencel  are  justified 
in  rendering  to  them  their  deserts. 

The  scheme  devised  met  with  general  appro- 
bation; and  measures  wer^  sppn  adopted  to 
carry  it  into  execution.  Buckingham  lost  his 
life  in  the  first  attempt,  and  many  of  his 
friends  were  taken  and  executed.  Richmond,  the 
heir  of  the  house  of  Lancaster,  not  discouraged 
by  this  event,  but  having  collected  some  troops 
in  France,    at  length  landed  at   Milford-haven. 
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The  people  flocked  to  his  standard,  and  he 
soon  found  himself  at  the  head  of  an  army  suf- 
ficietiily  powerful  to  encounter  Richard. 

The  two  armies  met  at  Bosworth,  where 
Richard  lost  his  crown  and  his  life.  This  battle 
was  fought  on  the  22d  August,  1485.  At  this 
time  was  also  slain  the  above  mentioned  Sir 
Richard  Ratcliffe,  the  governor  of  Pontefract  castle, 
with  many  other  persons  of  rank.  The  crown 
being  found  in  the  field  of  battle.  Lord  Stanley 
put  it  upon  the  head  of  Richmond,  who  was 
immediately  proclaimed  king,  by  the  title  of 
Henry  VII.  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the 
whole  army;  and,  by  his  marriage  with  the 
princess  Elizabeth,  he  put  an  end  to  the  dread- 
ful contests  of  the  kingdom,  by  the  union  o( 
the  houses  of  York  and  Lancaster. 


No  more  the  thirsty  entrance  of  this  sotl 

Shall  damp  her  lips  with  her  own  children's  Uood : 

No  more  shall  trenching  wsir  channel  her  fields j 

Nor  bmise  her  Aowrets  with  the  armed  hooh 

Of  hostile  paceSi    Those  opposed  files^ 

Which  like  the  meteors  of  a  troubled  heaven^ 

All  of  one  nature,  of  one  substance  bred. 

Did  lately  meet  in  the  intestine  shock 

And  furious  dose  of  civil  butchefy; 

Shall  now,  in  mutual,  well-beseemii)g  rankst, 

March  all  one  way ;  and  be  no  more  op^'d 

Against  acquaintance,  kindred  and  allies : 

The  edge  of  iii^ar  like  an  iR-sheathed  Inife, 

No  more  shall  cut  his  master. 
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SECTION  X. 


Historical  events  frorrp  the  death  of  Richard  III. 
till  the  commencemoit  of  the  civil  war: 

W  HEN  raised  to  the  throne,  Henry  VH.  might 
justly  have  concluded,  that  as  he  had  no  com- 
petitors to  fear,  his  reign  \y0ui4  not  be  disgraced 
by  those  intestine  feuds  and  anjn^osities  which 
had  so  long  prevailed.  He,  however,  soon  found 
that  the  spirit  of  enmity  had  acquired  strength 
by  time,  and  nothing  but  the  strong  h^n4  pf 
power  could  repress  or  subdue  it.  The  nobles 
1^  been  so  long  accustomed  to  as^i^me  and  exr 
ercise  an  authority  above  all  law;  and  the  people 
to  follow  them  implicitly  as  lexers  and  cqov- 
manders,  that  the  former  could,  whenever  they 
chose,  e^ite  commotions,  disturb  the  peace,  and 
endanger  the  throne. 

Though  the  hcyises  of  York  and  Lancaster 
were  happily  united,  by  the  ms^rriage  of  Henry 
with  Elizabeth,  the  same  factions  still  continued, 
and  the  friends  of  the  latter  naturally  expected 
that  the  king  would  reward  their  fidelity,  and  re- 
store their  forfeited  estates  and  honours.  The  Yorr 
kists,  who  had  feasted  on  the  spoils  of  their  ene- 
mies for  near  twenty  years,  and  had  no  wish  to 
relinquish  what  they  had  obtained,  sopn  perceived 
their  danger;  and  by  encouraging  false  pretenders 
to  the  throne,  and  raising  partial  insurrections,  in- 
rolved  themselves  in  tliose  very  calamities  they  wish- 
ed to  avoid,  and  lost  both  their  lives  and  fortunefi;. 
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In  the  second  of  h\n  reign,  Henry  made  a 
tour  into  the  northern  countries,  and  visited 
Ponlefract,  the  ancient  patrimony  of  his  family, 
where  he  resided  some  days.  He  then  hastened  to 
York,  and  while  he  remained  there,  an  insurrec- 
tion broke  out,  headed  by  the  StafFords  in  the 
south,  and  by  Lord  Lovel .  in  the  north,  who 
pursued  Henry  with  a  body  of  three  or  four 
thousand  troops.  This  insurrection  was  soon 
quelled,  and  tranquillity  for  a  short  season  restored. 

In  the  fourth  of  Henry  VII.  (1488,)  a  rebel- 
lion broke  out  in  the  northern  counties,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  heavy  tax  imposed  by  parliament. 
The  people  instigated  by  a  popular  incendiary, 
named  John  a  Chambre,  a  man  who  delighted 
in  war  and  plunder,  rose  in  arms;  and  choosing 
one  Sir  John  Egremont,  a  factious  partisan  of 
the  house  of  York,  they  declared  they  would 
march  to  London,  and  give  battle  to  the  king*. 
Henry  was  no  sootier  informed  of  this  distur- 
bance, than  he  sent  a  body  of  troops  against 
the  tebels,  under  the  command  of  the  Earl  of 
Surry,  whom  he  had  lately  received  into  favour. 
That  nobleman  marched  wilh  all  speed,  against 
the  insurgents,  who  had  reached  the  village  of 
Ackworth,  near  this  place,  on  their  way  to 
London.  On  the  first  attack  they  were  routed, 
and  John  a  Chambre  taken  prisoner;  but  their 
commander.  Sir  John  Egremont,  had  the  good 
fortune  to  escape.  John  a  Chambre  and  the 
rebel  captains  were  executed  at  York;  but  the 
rest  were  pardoned  at  the  intercession  of  the 
Earl  of  Surry,  by  which  he  gained  the  favour 
of  the  country. 

Henry  this  year  renewed  and  confirmed  the 
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above  mentioned  charter  of  Richard  IIL  to  the 
borough  of  Pontefract^  dated  1st  Dec.  1468. 

Doring  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Henrj 
VII.  and  the  former  of  that  of  Henry  VIIL 
few  eveiits  of  importance  occur  respecting  this 
place.  Henry  VII.  had  the  felicity  to  have  out- 
lived the  spirit  of  Action,  and  to  leave  the  king-** 
dom  in  peace.  In  the  coarse  of  his  reign  his 
bad  amazed  much  wealtli,  of  which  his  ^on  and 
sQccessor,  Henry  VIII.  was  extremely  prodigal. 
His  amours  and  intrigues,  his  cruel  andfunjuBt 
treatment  of  those  he  denominated  his  wive^ 
ultimately  led  him  to  quarrel  with  the  pope,  and 
to  encourage  the   reformation. 

Henry  had  emptied  his  coffiors  by  extrava- 
gance and  dissipation.  Some  measure  was  neces- 
sary to  relieve  his  pressing  wants;  and  the  spirit 
of  the  times  according  with  his  incHnation,  he 
determined  to  seize  the  wealth  of  the  religioui^ 
and  wholly  to  suppress  the  monastic  orders. 
The  authority  whidi  the  pope  had  hitherto  eur 
joyed,  Henry  assumed  and  exercised;  and  he 
and  his  successors  were  declared  to  be  the 
supreme  head  of  the  church  of  England. 

The  religious  orders  could  not  behoid  with 
indifference  the  gathering  storm,  which  threatened 
to  overwhelm  their  elegant  mansions,  and  their 
richly  ornamented  temples;  and  to  strip  them 
of  all  that  wealth  which  had  been  conferred  by 
the  piety  or  superstition  of  past  ages.  They 
were  not  disposed  to  give  up  their  all  without 
a  struggle;  and  had  not  various  circumstances 
favoured  Henry,  this  struggle  might  have  proved 
fatal  to  his  crown  and  life,  and  also  to  the 
reformation  in  this  kiqgdoQi. 
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On  the  establishmenl  of  the  king's  supreroacy, 
and.  the  allowing  of  the  service  of  the  church  to 
be  read  in  English,  in  the  year  1536,  the  spirit 
of  disafiection  and  revolt  particularly  appeared 
in  the  counties  of  Lincoln  and  York.  Most 
4>f  the  heads  of  religious  houses  took  up  arms 
in  defence  of  the  church  and  their  own  orders^ 
and  a  body  of  forty  thousand^  men  was  soon 
collected,  well  furni^ed  with  arms,  horses  and 
artillery.  Sir  Robert  Aske,  of  Aughton^  was 
chosen  commander.  This  formidable  army»  ani- 
Biated  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  religious  zeal, 
aurronnded  the  castle  of  Pontefract,  and  obliged 
Thomas  Lord  D'Arcy  and  the  Archbishop  of 
-York,  who  were  therein,  to  deliver  it  to  them. 
These  insurgents  called  themselves  the  "  Pilgri- 
mage of  grace,'*  Lord  D'Arcy  and  the  archbishop 
took  their  oath,  viz. "  To  enter  into  the  pilgrimage 
of  grace  for  the  love  of  God,  tlie  preservation 
of  the  king's  person  and  issue,  the  purifying  of 
the  nobility,  expelling  all  evil  hkiNod  and  evil 
counsellors,  for  no  particular  profit  to  themselves, 
nor  to  do  displeasure  to  any,  nor  to  ulay  nor 
murther  any  for  envy ;  but  to  put  away  all 
fears  and  to  take  afore  them  the  cross  of  Christ, 
his  faith,  the  restitution  of  the  church  and  the 
supressiion  of  hepitics  and  their  opinions."  Cer- 
tain it  is,  that  though  Lord  D'Arcy  and  the 
archbishop  pretended  want  of  provisions  to  hold 
out  the  castle,  yef  they  were  suspected  of  favour- 
tug  the  rebels,  for  they  continued  with  Aske, 
and  were  named  as  two  of  his  deputies  to. treat 
for  peace.  A  general  pardon  being  granted^ 
the    rebels  dispersed,  and    Aske  being    ordered 

*  Sir  Richard  Baker  says  forty-five  Uiousand. 
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to  court  was  well  received,  but  Lord  D'Arcy 
not  complying,  was  takeri  and  sent  to  the  tower, 
and  afterwards  beheaded.  Aske  *  leaving  the 
court  without  leave,  was  also  taken  and  executed, 
and  hung  in  chains  on  a  tower  in  York. 

At  the  dissolution  of  abbeys,  one  William 
Tmdall,  Esq.  of  Brotherton,  raised  a  tumult  in 
this  borough.  When  the  persons  who  were  ap* 
pointed  by  government  to  appraise  the  goods  iii 
St.  Giles*  church,  had  entered  the  church  to 
discharge  their  office,  W.  Tindall,  attended  by 
a  servant  with  a  spade  and  mattock,  went  through 
the  town  and  up  to  the  market-cross,  and  made 
the  following  ludicrous  address,  which  at  least 
indicates  his  spirit  and  attachment  to  the  super- 
stitions which  h^  hitherto  prevailed.  .  **  If  there 
be  any  person,"  cried  he,  **  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
indebted  to,  let  him  come  and  make  his  clainr, 
for  Jesus  Christ  is  dead,  and  1  have  brought 
my  man  to  make  his  grave  and  bury  him.^ 
The  appraisers  came  out  of  the  church  and  aski^4 
what  was  the  matter?  W;  Tindall  told  them, 
'*  he  was  come  to  bury  thef'  body  of  Christ." 
The  appraisers  Were  angry,  and   bade  him  tatfe 

care  what  he  said,  but  he  replied,  "  Surely  Jesus 

f 

^  It  has  been  noticed,  that  the  bxuiy  of  the  Askes  wene 
the  original  lords  of  Kirkby,  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons..  This 
Sir  R<£ert  Aske,  was  a  person  of  great  abilities,  though 
much  attached  to  popery,  and  an  avowed  enemy  to  the  refbr* 
nation.  Christopher,  the  son  of  this  Sir  Robert,  built  the 
Meeple  of  the  church  at  Amghton,  -which  is  yet  standing,  and 
oonlams  an  inscription,  which  indicates  the  impression  which 
tk  death  of  his  father  had  made  upon  his  mind. 
Christofer,  le  secound  fils  de  Robert  Aske 
Chr  oblierne  doy  anno  D^i.   1536 

Vid  G«iitMntn's  Mag.  1754.  vol.  24. 
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Chrifit  is  dead.  Wsis  it  ^ver  heard  that  goods 
¥iere  appraised  before  the  owner  is  dead?  Ye 
are  appraising  his  goods,  therefore  I  thought  he 
was  deiady  aii4  wh^j^more  likely^." 

In  the  year  154Q,  King  Henry  VIII.  visited 
the  cattle  of  Pontefrs^ct. 

After  this  period^  Talbot,  E^rl  of  Salisbury, 
cogmnanded  the  English  troops  in  the  inarches 
of  Scotland.  The  English  army  entered  Scotland, 
Oct.  21,  154S,  and  having  desolated  the  west 
marches^  returned  to  Berwick.  On  the  24th  Nov. 
the  Scots  invaded  England  with  fifteen  thousand 
mens  and  were  totally  routed  at  th€|  battle  of 
Sol  way  Moss,  by  a  sinaU  band  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  Thomas,  afterwards  Lord  Wharton. 
Many  persons  of  the  fir^st  rank  in  Scotland  were 
taken  prisonei;s;  ai^d  according  to  the  hospitable 
custom  of  that  tiipe  were  committed,  to  the 
custody  of  different  nobility.  In  the,  qn^int  stile 
of  the  Tsjbqt  letters,  we  have  an  account  of 
the  following  persons  being  committed  to  our 
castle. 

**The  Lairde  of  Makreth,  of  1001.  land  in 
tfee  year,  to  Sir  Henry  Saville,  governor  of 
P<Hil;e6*aet  castle." 

"  The  Lord  Carlishe,  a  man  of  300  marks 
tind  Hione,  but  hath  little  in  his  own:  ha&ds,  be- 
ing witheld  from  it  by  rebels;  himself  rema^nith 
ift  Pontefract  castle  under.  Sir  H.  Saville/' 

"  The  Lairde  J.qhnstone,  a  gentlems^n  of  100 
marks  per  ann;  for  whom,  the  king's  mit^sty 
hath  paid  an  100  marks  in  part  of  payment  to 
his  tskev,  for  his  ransom,  and  himself  remainitb 
in  Pontefract  castle." 
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"  Lairde  of  Grotney  and  Newbye,  between 
them  of  40  marks  or  more,  their  pledges  their 
brother,  with  Sir  H.  Savilte,  for  122  marks*." 

In  the  year  1545,  Lord  Maxwell  was  a  pri- 
soner in  this  castle,  concerning  whom  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  Henry  VIII.  was  sent  to  the 
then  governor: 

BY  THE  KING. 

"  Trvsty  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you 
well;  and,  for  certain  causes  and  considerations, 
us  and  our  council  specially  moving,  we  will, 
and  straitly  charge,  and  command  you,  that  ye, 
with  all  possible  diligence,  do  send  the  Lord 
Maxwell  to  our  town-  of  Newcastle-upon*>Tyne^ 
in  safe  and  sure  custody,  so  that  be  may  be 
here  with  our  trusty'  and  wcll-beloved  counsellor, 
the  Earl  of  Hartford,  our  lieutenaDt-general  in 
these  north  parts,  on  Friday  or  Saturday  next 
at  the  farthest;  and  these  letters  shall  be  unto 
you  a  sufficient  warrant  in  that  behalf, — ^and  to 
the  intent  ye  may  the  more  surely  accomplish 
our  pleasure  herein  according  to  our  expectations^ 
we  do  send  unto  you  herem  inclosed  a  commission 
for  taking  post-horses  by  the  Way,  as  the  need 
shall  require.  Not  failing  hereof,  as  ye  tender  our 
pleasure,  and  will  answer  the,  contrary  at  our  ut« 
most  jeopardy  and  peril, — Given  under  our  signet, 
at  our  town  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  the  22d  day 
of  September,  at  eleven  o[  the  clock  before  noon, 
of  the  38th  year  of  our  reign.  .  . 
To  our  trusty  and  right-well  beloved  counsellcdr» 
Sir  Henry  Sayil,  Knt.  Steward  of  our  Honour 
of  Pontefract,  and  Constable  of  our  Castle 

*  Lodge's  Illustrations  of  British  history. 

y  * 
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there;  and  in  his  absence,  to  his  Depfuty  or 
Deputies  there ;  in  haste,  post-haste — ^for  life, 
for  LIFE,  for  LIFE,  Delivered  to  the  Post  the 
dajr  and  year  aforesaid." 

No  feet  of  importance  occurs  during  the 
reign  of  Edward  VI.  whose  piety  has  embalmed 
his  memory,  and  whose  charity  schools  have  con- 
tributed to  the  instruction  of  thousands.  The 
plague  prevailed  in  the  second  year  of  his  reign, 
of  which  many  died  in  this  place. 

The  bloody  reign  of  Mary,  or  the  more  vigo* 
rous,  active  and  glorious  one  of  Elizabeth,  is  equally 
barren  of  topographical  history.  The  inhabitants 
of  this  borough  have  hovJrever  one  improvement,  or 
public  convenience,  to  commemorate, — *the  erec- 
tion of  the  conduit  in  the  market-place,  for  sup- 
plying the  inhabitants  with  water,  which  was 
finished   in  the  year  1572. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  some  little  time  before  her 
d^ath,  repaired  and  beautified  the  castle,  and 
ordered  the  chapel  of  St.  Clement,  within  it, 
which  had  gone  to  decay,  to  be  rebuilt. 

In  IbOSf  King  James  I.  in  the  first  year  of 
his  reign,  visited  this  town  on  his  return  from 
Scotland;  and  after  his  departure  a  grievous  pes- 
tilence broke  out,  of  which  many  died.  He 
granted  the  castle  and  honour  of  Pontefract  to 
the  c^ueen,  as  part  of  her  jointure.  Power  was 
given  in  this  grant  to  make  leases  of  her  ma- 
jesty's lands  for  twenty  one  years,  reserving 
the  old  rents*. 

In    the  year    16I6,   the  king    again  visited 
Pontefract    in   his    progress    to    Scotland^    and 
*  Lodge's  niuitiations. 
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viewed  the  late  established  college  in  the  castle, 
which  still  retained  its  original  name  of  St. 
Clements. 

The  year  1625,  King  Charles  I.  visited  this 
town  in  his  way  from  Scotland. 

He  also  created  Sir  John  Saville,  Knight, 
high  steward  of  the  honour  of  Pontefract,  and 
by  letters  patent,  dated  21st  July,  the  fourth 
of  Charles  I.  advanced  him  to  the  dignity  of  a 
baron  of  the  realm,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Saville, 
fiarpn  of  Pontefract.  His  son  inherited  the  title^ 
and  was  created  Earl  of  Sussex,  and  the  family 
))ecwe  extinct  in  his  grand&op  James, 
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SECTION  XI. 

On  the  civil  war,    (he  state  qf  parties,    and  a 
description  of  the  castle  in  its  perfect  state. 

We  have  now  reached  the  period,  when  the 
war  between  Charles  and  the  parliament  com- 
inenced;  an  event  which  various  causes  operated 
to  produce,  and  which,  though  for  a  season  it 
convulsed,  if  not  destroyed,  the  regular  motion 
of  the  machine  of  government,  in  its  conse- 
quences, has  tended  to  adjust  its  parts;  and  to 
establish  and  consolidate  that  constitution  which 
is  justly  the  pride  and  boast  of  Englishmen. 

During  the  vigour  of  the  feudal  system,  the 
mass  of  the  people  were  without  property  and 
without  rights.  The  king  and  the  nobles  enjoyed 
the  supreme  power,  and  the  house  of  commons 
had  no  legislative  existence.  By  degrees  the 
lower  prder  of  the  people  acquired  property; 
and  in  the  struggles  between  the  crown  and  the 
nobles,  their  influence  was  sensibly  felt,  and 
gave  victory  to  the  party  they  espoused.  The 
people  became  gradually  of  more  weight  and 
consequence;  and  at  last  attained  a  part  in  the 
government  by  their  representatives  in  parliament. 
The  commons,  as  emanating  from  the  people, 
like  the  tribunes  in  Rome,  became  the  constitu- 
tional guardians  of  their    rights  and   privileges. 

In  the  reign  of  James,  the  representatives  of 
the  people  were  respectable  for  their  property, 
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tbeir  virtue  and  talents;  and  displayed  a  firnfitiess 
in  resisting  the  encroachments  of  the  .crown, 
which  justly  entitles  them  to  the  admiratioo  of 
a  grateful  posterity.  Not  convinced  by  the  potent 
arguments  James  produced,  for  establishing ,  the 
divine  right  of  kings,  and  their  absolute  power 
to  do  what  they  pleased  with  the  persons  u^A 
property  of  their  subjects,  they  defended  the 
rights  of  the  people,  and  evinced  that  spirit,  of 
liberty,  whiclv  in  the  reign  of  Charles,  burst 
forth  like  a  torrent,  and  swept  away  whatever 
impeded  its  course. 

In  a  word,  the  increase  of  trade,  the  spirit  of 
inquiry  excited  by  the  reformation ;  the  revival  of 
literature,  and  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  by  the 
invention  of  printing;  the  weakness  of  James, 
and  the  arbitrary,  impolitic  and  unconstitutional 
conduct  of  Charles;  all  united  to  kindle  tlie 
flames  of  this  unhappy  war,  which  spread  deso- 
lation through  the  country,  subverted  for  a 
season  thQ  church  and  the  throne,  and  brought 
Charles  to  a  disgraceful  end. 

In  the  year  1542,  Charles  erected  the  royal 
standard  at  York;  and  called  on  his  subjects 
to  aid  him  in  subduing  his  rebellious  parliament, 
Tlie  lower  orders,  for  obvious  reasons  attached 
to  freedom,  warmly  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
parliament:  whilst  the  bid  noble  familes  generally 
supported  that  of  the  king.  Most  of  the  lead- 
ing persons  in  the  county  of  York,  in  order  to 
supply  the  king's  necessities,  gave  according  to 
their  ability,  some  one  hundred,  others  two 
hundred   pounds,  and  up   to  ten  thousand. 

They  inlisted  men  and  supported  them  at 
their    own   expence.    They    seized    the    castles 
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within  this  county,  and  supplied  them  with  pro* 
visions.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  distinguished 
persons  who  formed  the  garrison  in  the  castle 
of  Pontefract^  and  signalised  themselves  by  their 
bravery  and  valour.  It  is  given  in  the  style  of 
the  writer,  who  contributed  his  share  in  the  de« 
fence  of  this  important  fortress. 

'^  A  true  list  of  the  manner  of  our  watches, 
undertaken  by  the  knights,  gentlemen  and  volun-^ 
teers  in  the  first  siege,  with  the  names  of  them 
as  they  were  inlisted  in  their  squadrons  and 
divisions." 

*^  The  standing  officers  of  the  garrison  were 
Colonel  Lowther*,  the  governor,  advised  by 
the  pains  of  his  brother,   Mr.  Kobert  L^wther." 

«  Lieut.  Col.  Wheatley,  Lt.  Col.  Middletonf. 

*  Sir  William  Lowther  of  Leeds  and  Swillington,  who 
was  the  governor  of  our  castle,  was  a  younger  son  of  Sic 
John  Lowther^  of  Lowther,  in  Westmorelapd.  The  family 
^as  ancient  and  respectable.  This  Sir  William  Lowther  mar- 
ried Jane,  daughter  of  William  Busfield,  of  Leeds,  merchant. 
He  was  one  of  the  council  of  the  north.  He  purchased  the 
Swillbgton  estates  of  Conicrs  Darcy,  £arl  of  HoMeniess* 
which  have  continued  in  the  family,  and  are  now  the  property 
pf  Lord  Lowther.  He  died  February  1689,  aged  eighty,  and 
left  issue.   Sir  William  and  Richard. 

Sir  William  Lowtlier  married  Catherine,  daugliter  of  Tho. 
Harrison,  of  Dancer's  Hill,  in  Hertfordshire,  by  his  wife  Ca^ 
therine,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Bland,  of  Kipp^x  park.  This  Sir 
William  Lowther  was  sheriff  of  this  county  i^  1681. 

t  Of  the  family  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wheatly,  the  editor 
can  give  no  account.  The  original  seat  of  the  family  of 
Middleton,  was  at  Mi4dieton,  in  Wharfdale.  The  £unily  is 
very  ancient.  William  Middleton,  Esq.  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
V.  removed  tp  Stockeld,  near  Wetherby.  From  him  descended 
William,  who  was  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  a  regiment  of  horse, 
and  among  others  threw  himself  into  our  castle,  and  with  his 
brave  colleagues  nobly  defended  it.  Attachment  to  the  same 
cause  united  this  family  to  that  of  Sir  Marmi^duke  Langdale;^ 
who  af^r  the  restoration,  was  created  Baron   Langdale,   of 
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\fajor  Dinnis,'  Capt.  Cfertwright,  Capt.  Munroe, 
Capt.  Gerrard  Lowther,  son  of  the  governor, 
and  captain  of  horse^  as  was  also  Capt.  Mus* 
grave,  but  these  have  now  turned  foot,  and  are 
commanded  by  Mr.  Lowther." 

"  The  gentlemen  volunteers  were  inlisted  into 
four  divisions.  The  first  commanded  by  Col. 
Grey,  the  second  by  Sir  Richard  Hutton,  the 
third  by  Sir  John  Ramsden,  and  the  fourth  by 
Sir  G.  Wentworth,  who  had  in  their  divisions 
the  following  gentlemen." 

First.     Colonel  Grey^$  Divisloiu 
Colonel    Grey^    brother    Lieuti   Colonel    Darcy, 
to    Lord    Grey,     of        son  to  Lord  Darcy,  of 
Warke  *,  Hornby  t> 

Holme.  Peter  Middleton^  the  son  of  the  colonel^  married  the 
daughter  of  Marmaduke  Langdale,  Esq.  son  and  heir  of  Lord 
I^mgdale. 

*  The  Greys  were  settled  in  Northumberland,  as  early 
as  the  reign  of  Edward  IL  Tlus  family  has  produced  many 
<iuUnfpiished  warriors  and  statesmen.  William  Grey>  Esq.  {of 
Chilibgham,  was  advanced  to  the  degree  of  baronet  (seven* 
teenth  of  James)  15th  June,  1619:  and  afterwards  to  the 
honour  of  the  peerage,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Grey,  of  Warke, 
F^.  11,  the  twenty-first  of  James.  He  espoused  the  cause 
of  Charles  with  ardour;  and  his  son  followed  the  example. 
Wliether  this  s<m  was  Ralphs  who  afterwards  enjoyed  the 
estates  and  title  of  his  father,  is  not  certain,  as  Lord  Grey 
had  other  sons,  though  none  but  Ralph  survived  him. 

t  The  &miiy  of  the  Darcies  came  in  with  the  conqueror, 
aod  received  from  him  the  gift  of  thirty  three  Lordships  in 
Lincohshire.  Different  branches  of  thi|  &mily  settled  in  the 
county  of  York.  Sir  Corners  Darcy  was  restored  to  the  barony 
of  Utfd  Darcy  and  Meinell,  and  to  the  barony  of  Hornby 
caitk,  where  he  resided,  by  Charles  L  He  was  strongly  at- 
tached  to  the  royal  cause;  and  his  son,  it  appears  from  the 
<^ominatid  he  enjoyed,  was  animated  by  the  same  spirit  of 
b/altj. 
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Sir    Edward    Radcliffe^  Capt.  Huddleston, 

Bart*,  Rob.Portihgton  J, 

^Sir  Francis  RadclifFe,  Grimstone, 

<Lieut.  Col.  Portingtonf,  ■  Vavasour §,  pa  §. 

Major  Huddleston,  ■        Croft,  pa. 

•  The  family  of  Radcliffe  was  settled  at  Threshiield,  in 
Craven.  Ralph  Radcliffe,  Esq.  was  made  high  constable  of 
the  Wapentake  of  Staincfiff,  the  tfairtj-second  of  Elizabeth. 
He  left  the  estates  to  his  son  and  heir,  Charles,  who  was 
clerk  of  the  peace  in  the  West-Riding,  and  associate  before 
tlie  judges  in  the  northern  circuit.  He  left  issue,  Edward, 
who- married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hesketb,  of  Hes- 
lington,  near  York.  It  is  probable  this  Edward  was  advanced  to 
the  degree  of  baronet,  by  Charles ;  as  the  sale  of  titles  was  one 
metliod  he  adopted  to  obtain  money  from  his  subjects.  It 
was  probably  tlie  son  of  this  Edward  who  volunteered  in  the 
defence  of  this  castle. 

t  Portington  of  Barnby  Dunn,  an  ancient  and  respectable 
family.  Roger  Portington  was  justice  of  the  peare,  and  suf- 
fered much  in  the  royal  cause.  He.  was  fined  in  the  time  of 
Oliver,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety 
pounds  for  his  delinquency.  He  enjoyed  the  rant  of  colonel, 
and  shared  in  the  duties  of  the  brave  defenders  of  this  castle. 
He  was  interred  in  the  church  of  Bamby  Dunn:  and  a  mo- 
nument still  remains,  recording  his  virtue,  his  sufikriiig«  and 
his  hopes.    Vid.  Miller's  Don.  133. 

%  Robert  Portingtoii  was  brotiier  to  Roger,  and  redded 
at  Arksey.  He  was  major  in  ^\i.  William  Saville*s  regiment 
of  horse,  and  distingui^ed  himself  by  his  courage  as  an  officer. 
After  the  war  was  over  he  returned  to  Arksey;  'and  lived 
sometime  in  retirement;  but  after  OKver  became  Protector,  he 
was  taken  prisoner,  and  sent  fo  Hull,  where  he  remluned  till 
the  restoration.  Being  set  at  liberty,  in  crossing 'the  Huro- 
ber  he  was  bit  by  a  monkey,  and  not  regarding  the  wound, 
it  gangrened  and  carried  him  to  (he  «rave.  In  Arksey  church, 
on  a  ^tone,  near  the  altar,  is'  the  following  insoription. 

Hie  sepultus  Robertu^  Portington^  Strategusy  miles  insignis, 
Principi  q.  fideiis;  obiit  23  die  Decembris,  A.  D.  1^60. 

§  It  is  necessary  to  inform  the  reader,  tliat  pa.  annexed  \Q 
any  name,  denotes  Uie  person  to  have  been  a  papist. 

§  The   family  of  Vavasour,  of    Haslewood,    derives  its 
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Capt.  Wheatley,  Capt.  ,  ,  .  .  .  t 

Fumsdale,\Q    .  -^ Hoult, 

Seaton,      >^^^^^'       Sayle,  pa. 

•  Wheatley,  Mr.  John  Thimbleby, 

• Smith,  Mr.  Charles  Clarksoo, 

Tathum^  Mr.  Takefield,    . 

Perry,  Mr.  Hamraerton  f ,  j)/i, 

*3  .           Mr.  Stapleton  |, /^a. 

onffn  and  name  from  the  pffice  ihey  dischargeH.  Qui  ex 
munere  (Regii  enim  olim  Valvasores  erant)  hoc  assumpserunt 
Cambden.  'It  is  a  very  ancient  family,  and  the  pedigree  may 
be  traced  up  to  tho  conquest;  and  several  of  the  femily  have 
been  distinguished  as  valiant  commanders.  Sir  Walter  Vava- 
sour was  born  in  the  year  1613.  He  raised  a  regiment  of 
horse,  and  supported  them  at  his  own  expence.  A  branch 
of  this  &mily  resided  at  WestQn>  ne»r  Otiey.  Vavasour  of 
Weston,  married  the  widow.Qf  Mward  Saville,  Esq.-  the  second 
son  of  John  Lord  Saville,  Baron. of  Poniefract,  and  it  is  pnn 
bable  that  one  of  thesei  was  the  captain  noticed  as  a  vdun« 
teer  in  the  castle.  • 

Another  branch  of  this  family,  aetftled'  at  Fryston  near  this 
place.  In  the  computus  of  the  honour  of  Pontefi:act^  p.  19.  it  is 
said  William  Vavasour  paid  live  pounds  to  the  h«nour  for  one 
knights-fee,  in  Fryston,  after  the,  death  of  his  brother  Henry, 
the  thirty-second  of  Edward  III.  1357.  In  the  seventh  of 
Henry  IV.  Sir  H.  Vavasour  paid  ten  pounds  relief  for  two 
knights-fees,  at  WaterwFryston.      i 

*  The  MS,- is  imperfect,.,  where  the  dotted  lines  are,  and 
the  names  cannot  be  made  out.     ...  /.        .....<. 

t  The  family  o^  Hammerton  resided  at .  Purston  JagHn. 
Tbe  old  hall  fronting  the  public  road  -  was  thek  seat.  Attached 
to  the  superstitioo  of  their  fathers,  they  continued  in  lihe  catholic 
church,  it  is  roost  probable  the  person  here,  noticed,*  wa^  one 
of  this  femily;  and  the  other  under  Sir  G.  Wentwortii's  division, 
his  brother.  #      • » 

X  The  family  of  Stapleton  is  ancient}  and  has  been  long; 
settled  at  Carletoni  neav  Snaith.  A  bFanch  of  tbis^  family  un-^ 
questionably  resided  at  Stafrfeton,  near  this  town, -and' either 
gave  their  name  4o,  or  received  it  from^  that  of « the  places -i^ThU 
&mi]y  has  continued  in  the  bosom  of  the  catliolie  Qhurch-, -down 
to  the  preseni  day.  Brian  Stapleton  is  mentioned  under  Sir  G. 
Wentworth's  division,  a  name  still  continued  in  the  family. 
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Mr.  Anne  *^  pa,  Mr.  Higford,  ') 

•Mr.CuthbutMedcaulph,  Mr.  Wilkes, 

Mr.  John  Medcaulph,  Mr.  Burton, 

Mr.  Abbott,  Mr,  Hey, 

Cornet  Spurgion,  Mr.  Msust.  French, 

-  Harrington,  Clergy  to  this  Division. 


Ensign  Hearbert,  Mr.  Hey, 

]Vlr.  Stables,  Alderman  f ,  Mr.  Oley, 

Mr.  Smith,       do.  Mr.  Buchanan,  Scotns, 

Mr.  Taytam,    do.  In  all  forty-eight* 

Second.    Sir  Richard  HuitoiUs  Division. 
Sir  Richaid   Hut  ton  J,  high-sheriff  of  Yorkshire. 

*  This  is  an  ancient  catholic  family;  and  branches  of  it 
have  settled  at  Frickley,  Bolton,  and  Burghwallis.  Philip  Anne 
took  a  decided  part  with  Charles,  and  contributed  two  hundred 
pounds  to  tlie  support  of  the  common  cause. 

t  The  loyalty  of  the  corporation  of  this  Borough,  was 
strongly  displayed  by  its  members.  Nine  aldermen  with  the 
mayor,  ten  out  of  thirteen,  of  which  number  it  consists,  lefl  their 
houses,  and  volunteered  their  service  in  the  castle.  Many  of 
them  became  great  sufferers;  as  their  houses  were  seized  by 
the  troops  of  the  pailiament,  and  suffered  most  during  the 
siege. 

X  The  original  seat  of  this  femily,  is  Hutton  in  Cumber- 
land,  from  which  it  derived  its  name.  A  branch  of  it  settled 
at  Goldsborough,  near  Wetlierby.  Sir  Richard  Hutton  was 
sergeant  at  law,  and  one  of  the  justices  of  the  common  pleas. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  legal  knowledge;  and  was  justly  honour- 
ed for  his  uprightness  and  integrity.  King  Charles  used  lo  call 
him  the  hontst  judgt.  His  son  and  heir  Sir  R.  Hutton,  in  the 
beginning  of  tite  war,  along  with  some  other  gentlemen,  seized 
and  garrisoned  Knaresbro'  castle,  of  which  he  was  made  gover- 
nor. He  diJ  not  long  retain  this  post,  but  either  resigned  or 
was  superseded  by  some  other  person^  as  we  find  him  amongst 
the  garrison  of  York,  which  surrendered  to  tlie  forces  of  the 
parliament,  Aug.  16,  1644.  Sir  Richard  Hutton  must  have 
departed  with  the  honours  of  war,  as  he  entered  our  castle  im- 
mediately^ and  obtained  coaunand  of  the  second  division  of  the 
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Capt.  Constable*,  Mr.  Toyton, 

Musgrave,  George  Wentworth, 

-^•^^^  Standenen,  James  Ellison, 

^—  Fairburn,  John  Longwith, 

—  Croft,  Steven  Grammenden, 
Lieutenant  Smith,  James  Kendrick, 


Antrobus,         M.  Burchill, 


Cornet  Naylor,  M.  Hopgood, 

Bamford,  Matthew  Sutton, 

Matthewman,        Robert  Halyfax, 


Mr.  Grovener,  Kobert  Burton, 

Mr.  Atkinson,  William  Watson^ 

Mr.  Preston,  Thomas  Walker, 

Mr.  Jonstone,  Ed  war  I  Gauthrope, 

Mr.  Massey,  John  Farram, 

Mr.  Maddock,  Sergeant  Fletcher, 

garrison.  He  survived  the  siege*  and  afterwards  joined  the 
king.  In  the  baUle  of  Sherbum,  where  Lord  D  gby  and  others 
were  taken  piisoner<;,  he  )o<t  hi»  life. 

^  ♦  Con<^ble  of  Flamborough,  was  descended  from  Fitz 
£a«tace  Constable,  of  Chester ;  and  pf  course  sprung  from  the 
stock,  and  was  connected  with  the  Lacies  of  Pontefract.  Sir 
Jlobert  Constable,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIH.  was  concerned 
in  the  rebellion,  called  the  pilgrimage  of  grace.  For  this  be 
was  pardoned,  but  engaging  in  another  commotion,  he  was 
beheaded  at  Hull,  and  hi^  body  hung  in  chains  June  1537. 
His  son  Sir  Wm.  Constable,  was,  however,  admitted  to  fieivour, 
and  advanced  to  the  degree  of  Baronet,  June  <29,  161 1 .  He  re- 
membered the  death  qf  his  father ;  and  in  the  reign  of  Cbarles, 
diiUinguished  himself  by  his  enmity  to  the  royal  cause.  He 
adhered  to  Cromwell,  and  was  one  of  those  who  signed  the 
warrant  for  the  king's  execution. 

A  branch  of  this  family  »e(tled  at  Everingbam.  in  the  East 
Riding  of  this  coutuy*  Constable  b*'  Everingham,  ma  ried  into 
the  family  of  Langdale,  and  warmly  e^^poued  the  royal  cau^. 
He  was  the  Capt.  Constable  who  entered  this  castle.  In  many 
instances,  we  find  persons  of  the  sam^  family  engaged  againU 
^ach  other,  and  the  ti^s  pf  blood  and  kindred  forgotten  tlirough 
the  influence  of  political  animosity,  and  rancour. 
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Jonathan  Heslam,  John  Oxley, 

Robert  Moore,  Walter  Steele, 

Thomas  Senior,  Clergy  to  this  Division. 

Mr.  Binnes,  Mr.  Buchanan, 

Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.    Mankenhole,    his 

Thomas  Monke,  pcculi&r  chaplain. 

Third.     Sir  John  Ramsden's  Division. 
Sir  J.  Ramsden,  Bart.  *      Lieut.  Col.  TindallJ, 
Sir  Jarvis  Cutler  f.  Major  Warde  *, 

•  Sir  John  Ramsderf,  6f  Longley,  near  Huddersiield.  TKis 
is  the  original  seat  of  this  ancient  and  respectable  family.  A 
branch  oT  it  resided  at  Lasscel  Hall,  near  Kirk-Heaton ;  and  the 
ancient  seat  was  forsaken  for  the  more  agreeable  one  of  Byram. 
This  femjly  has  intermarried  with  the  Savilles  and  Lowthers.  Sir 
John  Ramsden,  the  son  of  William  of  Longley,  married  first, 
Margaret,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Peter  Fretchvill,  of  Stovely,  in 
Lancashire,  and  had  issue  William  and  John.  To  his  second 
i/f  ife,  he  married  Anne,  widow  of  Alderman  Pool,  of  London, 
This  Sir  John  engaged  in  tHe  royal  cause;  and  after  the  sur- 
render of  the  castle  of  Pbntefract,  at  the  close'  of  the  second 
siege,  he  entered  irtfo  that  of  Newark, '  where  he  died.  The 
estates  and  name  <jf  this'  lespectable  family  have  descended  to 
the  present  baronet.  Sir  7.  Ramsden,  of  Byram.  " 

■  -|*  Sir  Jarvis  Cutler  resided  at  Stainbrough ,  near  Barns- 
ley.  He  ^ella  sacrifice  to  his  zeal  in  the  cause^  and  died 
in  the  castle;*         ■    • 

X  The  family  of  Tindall  resided  at  Brotherton.  The  colo- 
.rel  Mras  the  jion  of  William  Tindall,  Esq.  who  eAcited  some 
<Ksturbanoe  iti  cMr  borough,  as  was  noticed  in  the  tiine  of  Henry 
VIU.  He  was  zealously  attached  to  the  king,  and  gave  3001.  at 
the  meeting  at  York,  to  support  the  \var.  He  outlived  his 
royal  master,  and  in  the  time  of  Oliver  paid  540l.^  for  his  com- 
position. 

X  Wade,  (or  Warde)  of  New  Grange,  near  Leeds,  an 
ancient. and  respectable  family.  Benjamin  Wade  rebuilt  the 
^mily  seat  of  New  Grange;  and  iVas  so  vrarin  In  the  royal 
caose,  that  he  considerably  involved  his  estate  to '  support  it 
He  sold  an  estate  of  5001.  per  ann.  and  spent  not  less  than 
ten  thousand  pounds  in  the  service  of  Charles.  Was  this  the 
major  in  our  siege? 
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Mr,  Peary,  pa. 

Mr.  yf^W  TindaJI, 

Mr.  Hodgson, 

Mr.  Pearry,  pa. 

Mr,  Keeper, 

Mr.  Clarkson, 

Mf.  H.  Tindall, 

Mr.  Foster, 

Mx;  Hitchin, 
.  Mr.  Sbilito,  Mayor, 
'Mr.  "J.  WilfciBson,  Alder- 
man, 
'  Mr.  E.  Wilkinson,  Alder- 
man, 
•  Mr,  iLunnyiAlderman, 

Williatn-  Strickland, 

Nathan  Drake  J, 

Peter  Heaton, 


Major  STentworth, 
CaptPilkington*, 

Morrett, 

Horsfpld, 

r..Swriliovant, 

Standeanen^ 

Clough,  ^     " 

Beale,  '  ;     '' 

', Shaw,  .^^.  .. 

Cornet  Herrington,^, .  ..i 

Nunnes,     ;»*  J 

Lieut.  Savillef, 

^T7  Flemming,    ,. .    . 

Mr.  Burton,  -.  ; 

Mr.  Baumforth,        >  •   i 
Mr,  Warwick,         *     * 
Mr.  Stringer, 
Mr*  Safrone,  .  ; 

•  Pilkington,  of  Pilkington,  in  the  coUnly  of  Lancaster. 
One  of  this  family  purchased  Stanley/  near  Warkcfield ;  and  a 
branch  of  this  family  has  resided  -there  evef  since.  J  t  is  pro- 
bable this  Capt.  Pilkington  was  a  younger  son  of  Sir  Lionel 
Pilkington,    of  Stanley. 

t  The  Savilles  is  a  very  ancient  family,  in  'the  West- 
Riding  of  this  county.  The  Saville.<'  of  Bradley  Hall,  near 
Halifax,  have  married  with  the  best  Yorkshire  families;  and 
the  eldest  branch  of  this  family  has  long  resided  at  Methley, 
and  was  advanced  to  the  honour  of  the  p'ecrage.  It  is  not 
certain,  whether  Lieut.  Saville  mentioned*  in  the  list  belonged 
to  the  Savilles  of  Methley,  or  some  other  family  of  that  name. 
In  Watson's  pedigree  of  the  Savilles'  of  Hullen^dge,  near 
Eland,  there  is  noticed  a  Gabfiel  Saville,  who  was  Captain 
of  foot  under  King  Charles,  and  who  married  the  daughter 
and  coheiress  of  Capt.'  Ralph  Rokeby,  of  Skiers,  near  Rother- 
hana.  Perhaps  be  was  the  person  who  volunteered  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  castle  of  Pontefract. 

t  It  is  to  the  industry  and  labour  of  this  Capt.  N.  Drake, 
Ibe  editor  and  the  public  are  indebted  for  this  list  of  the  per- 
sons who  defended  this  castle;  as  well  as  for  the  very  parll- 
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Daniel  Morret,  Clergy  to  this  Division. 

Steven  Siandenen,  Mr.  .Pickrin, 

George  Sbiiito,  Mr.  Hirst^ 

John  Oxley.  Mr.  Cocker, 

In  ail  forty*six. 

cular  account  of  the  various  evenU  of  the  siege,  wrhich  will 
be  given.  The  original  seat  of  the  Drakes  was  Shibden  Hall, 
near  Halifax;  and  the  family  is  said  to  come  out  of  Devonshire, 
where*  a  family  of  this  name  ha^l  been  long  .settled,  and  of 
which  the  hairoous  Sir  Francis  Drake,  whose  navai  achieve^ 
meots  have  rendered  hb  name  illustrious,  was  a  branch.  The 
pedigree  is  traced  f  om  the  time  of  Edward  I.  in  Watwn's 
Halifax,  down  to  Thomas  who  lived  in  tlie  time  of  Henry 
"VIII.  who  had  issue,  William,  Gilber*,  Humphry  and  Isabella. 
William  had  issue,  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  the 
second  was  Nathan,  who  lived  at  Godley.  The  part  he  Xook 
in  tiie  civil  war  exposed  him  to  the  resentment  of  Cromwell, 
who  deprived  him  of  his  estate  at  Godley.  Nathan  had  issue, 
Samuel,  who  was  bred  up  to  the  church,  but  was  expelled 
from  his  fellowship  in  St.  John'4  Cambridge;  and  afterwards 
served  the  king  at  tlie  siege  of  Nevi'ark.  Atter  the  restora- 
tion, this  Samuel  was  admitted  to  the  degree  of  D.  D.  vias 
made  rector  of  Handsworih,  and  vicar  of  Pontefiract.  He 
wrote   the  life   of   his  tutor   and  friend,   Mr.  Cleveland.    He 

married daughter   of   Mr.  Abbot.     His  eldest   son, 

Francis,  was  M.  A.  and  succeeded  him  in  the  vicarage  of 
Pontefract.     He  married  to  his  first  wife,    Hannah,    daughter 

pf Paylin,  o{  York,  merchant,   by  whom   he  had  John, 

B.  D.  prebendary  of  York»  and  who  succeeded  his  father  as 
vicar  of  Pontefract.  The  above  Francis  to  his  second  wife 
married  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  John  Dixon,  of  Pontefract, 
by  whom  he  had  Francis,  a  fellow  of  tlie  Royal  Society, 
autjior  of  the  history  of  York,  the  parliamentary  history  of  Eng- 
land, do>vn  to  the  restoration ;  and  also  of  several  tracts  ia 
the  philosophical  transactions.    He  married  Mary,  the  daughter 

of Wood^ear,  of  Crookhill,  near  Doncaster,  by  whom  he 

bad  a  son  Francis,  who  was  vicar  of  ^'pmersley,  lecturer  of 
Pontefract,  and  fellow  of  Magdalene  College  Oxford.  This 
Francis  married  a  daughter  of  Joshua  Wilson,  Esq.  of  Ponte- 
fract, by  whom  he  had  the  Rev.  Francis  Dtake,  of  Walking' 
\oxi,   near  Beverley,  who  is  the  present  lecturer  of  Pontefract. 
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Fourth.    Sir  G.  Wentxoorth's  Division. 

Sir  G.  Wentworth  *i  Colonel  Vaughan, 

Sir  Thomas  Bland  f ,  Lieut.  Col.  Wentworth, 

"*  Wentwortb,  of  West  Bretton,  a  branch  of  the  ancient 
^tly  of  the  Wentworths,  of  Wentworth  Woodhouse,  near 
Rotherham.  Sir  Thomas  was  a  deputy  lieutenant  of  the  West- 
Riding  of  this  county,  and  a  captain  of  the  train  bands  for 
Charles  I.  He  suflfered  much  for  his  loyalty;  but  living  till 
the  restoration  he  was  knighted  27 ih  September,  1664. 

Sir  G.  Wentworth,  of  Woolley,  a  branch  of  the  above 
Eunily.    He  married  to  his  first  wife  Anne,  daughter  of  Tho* 

mas  Lord    Fairfax,  of  Denton :    to  his  second   wife  the 

daughter  of  Christopher  Mallby,  Esq.  and  had  issue  two  sons, 
who  died  young,  and  three  daughters;  Averil,  who  married 
John  Thornton,  Esq. ;  Frances,  who  married  John  Grantham, 
Esq. ;  and  Ann,  who  married  W.  Osbaldiston,  Esq. ;  Sir  Geo. 
suffered  much  in  consequence  of  the  part  he  took  in  tlie  war. 
He  was  fined  for  his  delinquency  31881. 

t  Bland,  of  Blands-Giil,  in  tlie  North-Riding.  Arms,  Argent 
on  a  l)end  sable,  three  Pheons  Or.  Sir  Thomas  married  Ca- 
tharine, daughter  of  John  Lord  Saville,  of  Pontefract  and  How- 
lej,  and  sister  of  Thomas  Saville,  Earl  of  Sussex.  He  had 
issue,  first  Thomas,  second  Adim,  who  married  the  widow  of 
John  Girlington,  of  Thurgoland  castle;  and  two  daughters, 
Catherine,  who  married  Thomas  Harrison,  Esq.  of  Dancer's 
Hill,  in  Hertlbrdshire,  and  Frances,  who  married  John  Beiton, 
Esq.  of  Rawcliflfe. 

Sir  Thomas  Bland,  the  son  and  heir  of  the  above  Tho- 
mas commanded  in  Sir  G.  Went  worth's  division,  and  his 
brother  Adam  was  a  major  of  horse,  and  one  of  those  who 
issued  fitNn  the  cattle  and  surprised  Rainsborough  at  Doncaster. 
This  Sir  Thomas  married  Rosamond,  daughter  of  Francis 
Neville,  Esq.  of  Chevet,  near  Wakefield.  By  her  be  had 
issue,  Francis,  Adam,  Rosamond,  and  Catharine.  Rosamond 
nar.ied  Martin  Headley,  Alcterman  ol  Leeds,  and  Catharine 
nvried  John  Frank,  Esq.  of  Ponte.'iract.  Sir  Thomas,  like 
ino«  of  Charles'  friends,  suffered  greatly  in  his  cause,  and  was 
fined  40jl.  by  Oliver.  As  a  com  pens aiion  for  his  loyalty, 
Cba<le4 1(.  honoured  him  wit!)  knigiuhood. 

Sir  Francis  Bland,  his  son  and  heir,  married  the  daughter 
of  Sir  William  Lowther,  of  Preston.    He  was  succeeded  by 
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Major  Copley  *,       -'^  /        Mr.  £insolt>  sett*  pa. 
Beaumont,      »  "      Mr.  Hammertoiiy  pa. 


Mountain,  Mr.  Stokes, 


Baron  Killowson,  Mr.  Richard  Fisher, 

Capt.  Harris,.'-      '  •    •         Mr.  Rusby,.Aldennan, 

Ramsden, ''f'"'^'*  '     Mr.  Oates,        do. 

Benyon,      ;-    '   '^'        Mr.  Austwick,  Ho. 

Hardwicke/   '  ^'  '     Mr.  Clitennor,       ' 

Washinjjtonfi,  Cornet  Andshoy, 

Mr.  Jervise  ^Neville,  -    -= Sanderson, 

Mr.  Thimbleby,-  seh.  p&.      Xieut.  Cookfe  J', 

Mr.  Andr^v  Easf,  J»/z.  '    — ^^ —  Cutbert, 

Mr.  B.  Stappletdn,  pa.  •  '    Mr.  Fairmaine, 

Sir  Thomas  Bland,  wtio  dying  young  the  estate  came  to  Sir 
John  Bland,  -vf  ho  was  for  inany  years  a  worthy  *  representa- 
tive of  this  boTDugh,  and  built^a  new  steeple  to  St  Giles* 
diurch. 

*  The  family  of  Copley  has'  bceti^  long' seated  at  Sprot- 
brough;  and  intermarried' with' that  of  Fitzwilliain.  Sir  George 
Copley  was  knighted  by  Charles  II.  and  it  is  probable  was 
the  person  who  engaged 'in  the f  cause  of  his  royal  father,  and 
was  major  in  our  castle.   - 

t  A  fiuniiy  of  the  name  of  Washington  enjoyed  s  large  estate 
at  Adwick-le  Street;  The  register  of  baptisms  in  the  church 
there,  proves  that  this  faisily  was  there  settled  as  early  as  1548, 
and  many  of  this  name  are  also  interred  there.  The  Wash- 
ington who  contributed  to  the  defence  of  our'  castle,  was  most 
probably  one  of  thi^  family. 

N.  B.   It  has  been  said  that  the  famous  General  Wash-    , 
ington,  sprung  from  them;'   It  is  certain,  &at  the  ancestors  of,J 
the  general    emigrated  from  Yorkshire;    and  like  many    who 
departed   to  America,  were   zealous  friends   of   religious  and 
civil  liberty. 

t  Lieut  Cooke,  might  probably  he,  one  of  the  respectable 
^rnily  of  that  name,  which  has  been  so  long  in,  or  Qear  Don- 
caster.  Branches  of  this  family  have  intermarried  witli  the  most 
respectable  families  in  that  neighbourhood;  and  a  considerabJe 
part  of  the  estate  belonging  to  the  Yarbbroughs,  originally  of 
Snaitli  Hall,  came  to  the  present  G.  Cooke  Yarborough,  [Esq. 
of  Streetthorpe. 
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Mr.  Allot  *,  Richard  Dobson, 

Mr.  Fenton^  Richard  Beaumont, 
Joseph  Oxtey,  Clergy  to  this  DmsioH. 

Richard  HelkliffCi  Dr.  Bradley, 

Daniel  Fieldiag,  Mr*  lister, 

Tbomas  Wiggleskirke.  Mr.  Mason^^ 

TbomM  Motherby^  Mr.  Buiiey, 
Gilbert  Grey,  In  adU  £(>rty-&>iir. 

The  list  which  has  been  given  cannot  fiul 
to  gratify  a  laudable  curiosity,  by  imparting 
eonsideraUe  informaiion  respecting  the  brave 
defenders  of  our  castle*  Many  of  the  nespectaUe 
femilies,  whose  ancestors  distinguished  thonsdyes, 
by  their  loyalty,  prudence  and  courage,  still  re^ 
main  in  this  neighbourhood;  and  the  inorb  humble 
names  of  many  others  continue  likewise  in  tiie 
borough  and  surrounding  villages. 

Before  we  come  to  detail  the  event  of  that 
siege  which  ultimately  led  to  the'  demolition 
of  the  castle,  it  is  deenked  necessary  to  give  a  des^ 
cription  of  it  in  als  perfect  state;  that  the' reader 
may  form  some  conceptidn  of  the  stren^and 
grandeur  of  tilts  celebrated  fortress,  onod  esteemed 
one  of  the  greatest  and*  strongest  in  England. 

*  AJTol  of  Cngglestbne  and  Bendey^  a  iamily  respect^bto 
ibr  property^  and  united  by  marriage  with  the  Wentvrortfis 
and  Copleys.  The  Allot  vkio  voltntaeied  in  th^  defence  of 
4W  CBide  in»  mott  probably  Edwai^,  the  son  of  John  AUolj 
of  Cri^glestonef  A  Kichar4  Allot  settled  at  Bilham  Grange,  ai)d 
married  Grace^  daughter  of  G.  Wentworth,  Esq.  of  Bretton. 
¥ait  of  the  Crigglestone  estate  is  how*  the  property  of  J. 
Allot  EMmire,  of  Hague  Hall,  the  ddeit  mde  branch  of  tUs 
6ma^ 
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THE  CASTLE  OF  PONTEFRACT 

Is  built  on  dn  elevated  rock>  and  commands  the 
most  extensive  and  picturesque  views  of  the  sur- 
rounding country.  The  north-west  prospect  takes 
in  tile  beautiful  vale,  along  which  flows  the  Aire ; 
skirted  on  each  side  with  woods  and  plantations^ 
and  ornamented  with  several  elegant  and  beau- 
tiful seats.  It  is  bounded  only  by  tiie  hills  of 
Craven.  The  north  and  north-east  prospect  is 
more  extensive,  but  the  scenery  not  equally  stri- 
king and  impressive.  It  presents  little  more 
than  a  view  of  farm  houses  and  villages ;  and 
all  the  bolder  features  of  a  fine  landscape  are 
wanting.  The  towers  of  York  minster  are 
distinctly  seen,  and  the  prospect  is  only  bounded 
by  the  limits  of  vision.  The  east  view  is  equally 
extensive,  but  more  pleasing.  While  the  eye 
follows  the  course  of  the  Aire  towards  the  Hum* 
ber,  the  fertility -of  the  country, — ^the  spires  of 
several  churches,  and  two  consideraUe  bills, 
firayton  Barf  and  Hambleton  Haogfa,  which  nse 
in  the  midst  of  a  plain,  and  one  of  which  is  co- 
vered with  wooci,  relieve  the  prospect  and  consider- 
ably add  to  its  beauty.  The  south-east  view»  which 
takes  in  a  part  of  the  counties  of  Lincoln  and  Not* 
tingham,  though  extedsive,  has  nothing  deserving  of 
notice.  The  south  and  south-west  prospect  comprises 
a  rich  variety  of  grand  and  sublime  objects.  The 
towering  hills  of  Derbyshire,  stretching  towards 
Lancashire  form  the  horizon  ^  yrh\[e  the  fore- 
ground is  enlivened  by  a  view  of  gentlemen's 
seats  and  a  picturesque  Country. 
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The  situation  of  the  castle  contributed  greatly 
to  its  strength,  and  rendered  it  almost  impreg- 
nable. It  was  not  commanded  by  any  contigu- 
ous hills,  and  the  only  way  it  could  be  taken  was 
by  blockade. 

In  its  perfect  state,  the  state-rooms  of  the 
castle  were  large,  and  accommodated  with  offices 
suitable  for  the  residence  of  a  prince.  The  style  of 
this  building  shews  it  to  be  Norman ;  though  it 
has  received  various  additions  and  improvements 
of  a  later  date. 

The  first  member  of  this  castle  which  merits 
notice,  is  the  Barbican,  This  was  situated  on 
the  west  side  of  the  outer  yard  (13)  *  beyond  the 
main  guard.  ,  Barbicans,  were  watch  towers,  de- 
signed to  descry  an  enemy  at  a  distance,  and  were 
always  outworks,  and  frequently  advanced  be- 
yond the  ditch,  to  which  they  were  joined  by 
draw  bridges.  This  Barbican  formed  the  en- 
trance into  the  caslle,  called  the  west-gate  house. 
A  similar  tower  with  a  draw  bridge  stood  near 
the  Booths,  (12)  and  formed  the  entrance  on  the 
east,  and  was  called  the  east  gate  house.  The 
third  gate,  (14)  was  called  the  south  gate,  and 
opened  into  the  road  leading  to  Darrington  and 
Doncaster,  at  the  bottom  of  what  is  now  called 
the  castle  garth.  This  gate  led  to  another  in  the 
centre  of  the  wall,  which  runs  across  the  area  from 
the  east  to  the  west  gate;  and  was  called  the 
middle  gate  (15)*  The  north  side  of  this  area  was 
formed  by  the  south  wall  of  the  ballium  or  great 
castle  yard ;  in  the  centre  of  which  wall  was  the 

*  The  figures  refer  to  the  plate  of  the  casde,  and  point  out 
tiie  dtualkm  ofjtfw  part  described* 
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port^'s  lodge,  (8),  fhe  gnmd  entrance  into  the 
ywA  of  the  caistle.  All  these  gates  might  be,  aikl 
fvere  frequently  ttsM  as  w«teh  towersw  The  whole 
oC  this  area  was  sovietitiies  dadled  the  B^ieao  ; 
and  within  it  stood  the  king's  stables^  (10)  and  a 
large  barn,  (11). 

Near  the  Barbican,  and  close  by  the  west 
entrance  into  the  castle  was  the  main  g-uard,  (17) 
a  place  of  considerable  magnitude  and  strength* 

A  deep  mosKt  or  ditch  was  cut  on  the  west  side 
of  the  castle  extending  from  the  west  gate,  round 
the  greab  tower  to  the  north  ;  and  another  on-  the 
^t,)  extending  from  the  constable's  tower  along 
to  the  east  gate. 

The  wall  of  the  ballium  or  great  castle  yard 
was  hig^,  and  flanked  with  seven  towers,^  called 
(I)/  the  round  tower,  (.2)  the  red  tower,  (3)  trea- 
surer's or  pix  tower,  (4)  Swillington  tower,  (5) 
queen '9  tower,.  (6)  king's  tower,  and  (7)  consta- 
ble's tower.  The  walls  of  the  ballium  had  a  para- 
pet, and  the  merlons  were  pierced  with  long 
chinks,  ending-  in  round  holes,  called  oilet& 

Within  the  ballium,  were  the  lodgings  and 
barracka  for  the  garrison  and  artificers,  the  cha« 
pel  of  St.  Clement  (16)  and  the  magazine  (9). 

The  magazine  is  cut  out  of  a  rock,  the  descent 
to  which  is  by  a  passage  of  four  feet  wide,  and 
forty-three  steps  to  the  bottom.  It  is  six  yards 
over  and  three  broad,  with  six  cavities  cut  out 
of  the  sides  of  the  rock,  and  nine  yards  in  depth 
from  the  surface  of  the  earth.  Near  this  place 
was  a  large  dungeon,  tlie  entrance  to  which  was 
at  the  seventeenth  step  of  the  passage,  and  was  a 
yard  in  breadth,  but  it  is  now  stopped  up  by  the 
Ming  in  of  the  ruins.     The  wall,  as  you  cteseend 
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these  steps,  is  inscribed  with  many  names  ef  i- 
dently  cut  by  the  soldiers  ^t  tlie  timeof  the  siege 
oftfafe  eastle,  and  amongst  otWi^  we  ^nd  the  SfA- 
lowing,  who  were  ofikers  in  tbe  oastM  at  th»t 
period/  as  will  af^pear  he^aftfr, 

ieC?ea4^  164*  John  Staift, 

BeaJe,  John  Gwnt,  1648. ' 

So  sfrong  th*  zeal  f  immortafize  KimseTf  ,     ,  „ 

floats  i*  th6  bteast  of  man,  itki  eV'n  a  W, 
F«w  tran9i)(^tyeaf^,\voh  fifoiA  the  dbyM  abhoir'A 
Of  hknpk  obiivionf  teeoof  a  glorioiis  prisej 
And  even  to  a  clown. 

The  entrance  into  the  bitlUifm  was  ustally 
tbroAgba  strong  mdchiolated  and  embattled  gate^ 
betw'een  two  towers,  secttred  by  a  herse  or  port^ 
cullis.  Over  this  were  the  rooms  intended  fo^  the 
ptMter  of  the  caitie,  the  toners  served  for  the 
corps  de  garde. 

On  an  eminence  at  the  western  e^reinity  of 
the  baliiumy  stood  Che  keep  or  dungeon,  here  called 
the  round  tower.— It  was  the  citadel  or  last  retreat 
of  the  garrison.-^In  large  castles,  it  wat9  gi&nefally 
a  hi}^  tower  of  four  of  five  stories— ^having  turrets 
at  each  angle,  and  here  we  find  there  were  six^ 
fkred  lai^ge  and  ihree  soiril  ones.  When  these 
lowers  were  ronnd  instead  of  sqoafre,  they  were 
called  Juliets  from  a  volgar  ophribn,  that  large 
round  towers  were  first  built  by  Julius  Ciesar. 

Ttie  walls  of  this  edifice  wiere  ahvays  of  an 
extraofdinary  thickness,  ami  havitag  iti  conse^' 
qitende  withstood  the  united  injuries  of  timcy  aiAi 
weather,  b6w  remain  more  perf^t  than  ainy 
6ther  part  of  the  cUslle. 

Hei^  comteonff  on  the  second  story,  wer€J 
the  state  rooms  for  the  governor.     The  light  was 
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admitted  by  small  chinks  which  answered  the 
doable  purpose  of  windows,  and  served  for  em- 
brasnresy  whence  they  might  shoot  with  long 
and  cross  bows.  These  chinks,  though  without  they 
had  some'  breadth,  and  carried  the  appear- 
ance of  windows,  were  very  narrow  next  the  cham- 
bers,  diminishing  considerably  inward. 

The  diflFerent  stories  were  frequently  vaulted^ 
and  divided  by  strong  arches;  on  the  top  was 
generally  a  platform  with  an  embattled  parapet, 
whence  the  garrison  could  see  and  command  the 
exterior  works. 

The  annexed  plate,  figure  I.  is  a  plwi  of  that 
comer  of  the  area  of  the  castle,  where  the  keep 
or  dungeon,  just  mentioned  *  is  situated,  and  ako 
of  the  principal  entrance. 

fa  a  J  Are  the  first  outward  steps ;  ascend- 
ing fi'om  without  to  the  area  of  the  castle. 

fb  b)  A  second  very  steep  flight  of  steps,  with- 
in the  ballium,  ascending  up  the  artificial  mount 
to  the  entrance  of  the  keep. 

fccj  Is  a  narrow  loop,  well  secured  ;  and 
made  through  a  wall  no  less  than  eighteen  feet  in 
thickness. 

On  entering  the  keep,  on  the  right  hand,  at 
dy  are  remains  of  a  great  staircase*  going  up  to 
the  state  apartments  above,  which  are  now  all 
destroyed. 

At  ^,  is  a  small  square  room  ;  probably  design* 
ed  for  the  captain  of  the  guard.  It  is  within  one 
of  the  three  round  towers,  mentioned  by  Leland  : 
and  all  the  substance  of  that  tower,  beneath  this 
room,  is  solid  stone  work,  quite  to  the  bottom  of 
the  mount.  A  circumstance  which  shews  the  vast 
*  See  King  on'ancieiit  castles. 
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Strength  of  thisbuilding,  and  the  improvement  made 
on  the  original  mount ; .  and  at  the  same  time  exhi- 
bits a  cHirious  device  for  deception,  something  like 
that  of  the  round  tower  at  Kodiester 

The  other  small  tower,  being  in  like  mann^ 
continued  down  to  the  ground,  beneath  the 
mount,  contains  a  very  singular,  narrow,  and  most 
irregularly  winding,  zig-zag  staircase ;  which 
goes  down  from  the  door  at /to  a  small  sally-port 
at  x;  and  moreover  leads  to  what  appears  to 
have  been  a  well  at  g,  and  besides  this  it  terminates 
in  one  part,  in  a  very  frightful  small  dungeon, 
at  z. 

There  do  not  appear  to  have  been  even  loop- 
holes, or  any  admission  for  light  or  air,  unless 
from  the  door,  into  the  great  lower  apartment  of 
the  keep  ;  only  there  was  a  small  window  in  the 
captain  of  the  gnard's  room. 

The  diameter  of  the  keep  is  about  6S  or 
64  feet.  And  between  /  and  A  is  a  very  re^ 
inarkable  appearance ;  for  after  you  have  as- 
cended a  ladder,  against  the  inside  of  the  wall^ 
for  a  lew  feet,  you  then  look  down  into  a  dismal 
square  cavity,  at  hs  about  14  or  15  feet  deep,  or 
ratber  more^  but  only  about  five  or  six  feet 
square  ;  which  cannot  be  conceived  to  have  been 
applied  to  any  other  purpose  than  that  of  a  dun- 
geon ;  since  t^ere  is  neither  loop,  nor  door  be- 
neath i  :  or  any  outlet  whatsoever :  nor  does 
there  appear  the  least  possibility  of  there  ever 
having  been  any  -^  nor  could  it  from  iti^  shape  and 
dimensions,  have  served  for  a  staircase,  or,  for 
drawing  up  timber  and  machines  of  war,  or  for 
any  oUier  purpose,  than  that  of  a  place  of  severe 
confinement.     In  short,  it  reminds  one  of  the 
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deseription,  gkm  by  Sdlurt,  of  the  Tollianum, 
in  the  ancient  capitol  at  Rome:  and  as  it  even 
now  very  well  answers  to*  that  description,  must 
have  done  so  still  more>  before  the  upper  part 
of  the  building,  with  tt^ie  arches,   was  destroyed. 

But  this  is  not  the  only  strange  place,  within 
the  inolosure  of  this  formidable  castle  i  for«  front- 
ing the  foot  of  the  stairs,  at  a  little  distance, 
at  iy  is  the  square  mouth  of  another  well,  of  a 
most  extraordinary  kind ;  having  been  either 
a  very  horrid  dungeon,  or  the  inward  mouth  of 
aom^  very  singular  subterraneous  sally-port.  It 
is  very  deep,  but  quite  dry  ;  the  sides  are  neatly 
Itfied  with  stone,  and  on  that  which  is  nearest  to 
the  foot  of  the  stairs,  on  looking  down,  appears 
al  a  great  depth,  a  very  high  aroh,  leading  to  some 
vault,  or  passage,  as  represented,  (E\g.  9) ;  where 
it  leads  to,  or  for  what  purpose  it  actually  served^ 
may  be  well  worth  examining. 

At  ky  is  a  very  small,  wretched  chamber ; 
ibrmed  in  the  thickness  of  the  wall ;  which  had 
two  very  narrow  windows  next  thecouvt.'  Here 
tradition  says,  Richard  II.  was  confined!,  and 
murdered:  but  the  smallness  of  the  room  hardly 
agrees  with  what  is  related  of  the  manner  of  his 
death,  by  a  blow,  with  a  battle-axe,  from  Sir  Piers 
ExtoD,  as  bis  being  so  murdered  was  a  story  ge* 
nerally  received  aini  believed. 

By  comparing  the  correspondent  miembers 
«f  the  remains  of  this  oastie  with  the  above  de* 
scripiion,  a  tolerable  judgment  of  what  it  hat  been» 
ftiay  be  formed. 
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SECTION  Xlt. 

Events  during  the  Jirst  Siege. 

J' HE  war,  which  had  commenced  in  the  year 
1642,  between  the  king  and  the  parliament,  had 
been  carried  oh  with  varioos  success ;  in  some 
places  the  advantage  appeared' to  be  on  the  side 
of  the  former,  and  in  others,  on  that  of  the  latter. 
In  the  month  of  June  1644,  was  fought  the  de« 
cisiye  battle  of  Marston-moor,  near  York;  in 
which  the  king's  army  was  completely  routedi 
and  many  qf  his  best  troops  and  officers  slain.- 
In  this  action  Cromwell  equally  displayed  his 
invincible  courage,  and  his  admirable  talent  for 
command.  After  having  vanquished  that  Wing 
of  the  enemy,  to  which  he  was  opposed,  he  pru- 
dently checked  the  ardor  of  pursuit;  and  wheel- 
ing round,  foiind  the  main  body  and  the  other 
wing,  of  the  army  of  the  parliament,  had  given 
way,  and  the  enemy  ready  to  take  possession 
of  the  baggage  and  amunition.  Having  collected 
the  troops  together,  and  occupying  the  same 
ground  the  enemy  had  occupied  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action,  he  made  an  irresistable  charg:e 
and  decided  the  fate  of  the  day.  The  enemy 
lost  their  ordnance  and  artillery,  and  were  pur- 
sued with  great  slaughter  to  the  gates  of  York. 
It  is  computed  that  near  8,000  fell  on  the  field 
of  battle. 

The  appearance  of  Cromwell  in  the  political 
*  * 
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hemisphere  like  that  of  a  portentous  comet,  shed 
a  deadly  influence  on  the  royal  cause.  Victory 
attended  his  course;  and  from  an  inferior  officer, 
he  rose  to  the  rank  of  chief  commander;  and 
at  last,  having  put  down  the  powers  which 
raised  him,  he  assumed  the  supreme  government 
of  the  kingdom. 

The  victory  of  Marston  was  followed  by  the 
speedy  surrender  of  York;  and  detachments  of 
troops  were  sent  to  besiege  the  castles  occu- 
pied by  the  king's  friends;  and  among  the  rest 
that  of  Pontefract.  The  command  of  the  de- 
tachment sent  here  was  given  to  Colonel  Sands, 
who,  in  the  month  of  August,  1644*,  fell  in  with 
a  party  of  the  enemy,  sent  out  to  protect  some 
cattle,  routed  them,  took  all  the  cattle,  and 
made  forty  horse  prisoners. 

Col.  Sands,  for  some  time,  rather  watched 
the  motions  of  the  enemy,  and  endeavoured  to 
cut  off  their  foraging  parties,  Hhan  to  form 
a  regular  siege  of  the  castle.  The  strength  of 
the  place,  and  the  courage  and  prudence  of  the 
royalists,  rendered  a  much  greater  force  than 
be  possessed  necessary,  to  undertake  the  siege 
with  any  prospect  of  success.  To  have  done 
more  than  he  did,  would  have  been  rashly  to 
expose  bis  men  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  with- 
out being  able  to  return  it  with  effect. 

The.  success  of  Sir  Tliomas  Fairfax,  and 
others,  in  subduing  the  castfes  of  Helmsly  and 
Knaresborough,  set  the  troops  which  had  been 
on  that  service  at  liberty;  and  they  soon  marched 
to  the  assistance  of  Col.  Sands^  Sir  Thomas 
Fairfax,  as  the  superior  officer,  now  eiyoyed 
J  Wait.  100* 
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the  command:  and  in  the  beginning  of  December, 
1644,  he  drove  in  the  garrison,  took  possession 
of  the  town,  and  on  Christmas  day  closely  be- 
sieged the  castle*. 

Some  of  the  besieged,  protected  by  the  fire 
of  iheir  friends  from  the  castle,  kept  for  a  few 
days  possession  of  the  low  church.  The  enemy, 
sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  church,  as  a  place 
of  defence  and  security,  prepared  to  dislodge  the 
royalists;  and  on  the  29th  December,  1644,  they 
drew  up  and  commenced  their  attack.  The 
royalists  defended  the  church  for  some  time  with 
resolution  and  courage;  and  their  friends  in  the 
castle  made  there  sallies,  in  order  to  repel  th^ 
enemy,  or  at  least  to  cover  the  retreat  of  their 
brave  comrades.  Their  efforts  were  not  crowned 
with  success;  for  the  enemy  obliged  them  to  re* 
treat,  and  obtained  possession  of  the  church. 
In  this  action  the  royalists  lost  Capt.  Waterhouse, 
of  Netherton,  three  privates,  and  eleven  wounded^ 
The  loss  of  the  enemy,  though  victorious,  was 
much  greater.  They  are  said  to  have  had  sixty 
killed  and  forty  wounded  f. 

On  the  retreat  of  the  royalists,  eleven  men 
and  boys,  who  h^d  been  stationed  in  the  steeple, 
were  left  to  defend  themselves.  They  could  ea- 
sily withstand  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy 
from  the  nature  of  their  situation.  They  had 
however  an  enemy  to  encounter  which  threatened 
soon  to  subdue  them.  They  were  destitute  of 
provisions ;  and  unless  soon  relieved  must  of  ne- 
cessity surrender  at  discretion.  They  endured 
the  force  of  hunger  and  thirst  for  five  days  and 
s,  and  at  length  effected  their  escape  by  s^ 
*  WaiT.  lOSI.  t  Drake's  MS« 
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method  as  bold  as  dangerous.  By  means  of  a 
rope,  which  tliey  had  probably  taken  from  the 
belfry,  having  descended  to  the  roof  of  the 
western  part  of  the  church,  they  let  themselyes 
down  to  the  ground.  While  engaged  in  this  at- 
tempt they  were  discovered  by  the  enemy,  and 
though  exposed  to  a  hot  fire,  only  one  was  killed, 
and  Capt.  Joshua  Walker  wounded  in  the  thigh: 
the  rest  escaped  to  the  castle  in  safety  f. 

No  day  passed  without  some  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  besieged  to  annoy  the  enemy.  By 
the  fire  of  the  musketry  from  the  towers,  and 
by  frequent  sallies  they  cut  off  numbers,  and  ob- 
tained partial  advantages  over  their  opponents.  At 
length  the  cannon  which  had  been  employed  in  the 
siege  of  Helmsly  and  Knaresbro*  castles  arrived; 
and .  the  besiegers  being  in  possession  of  the  ris- 
ing grpunds  around,  began  to  erect  their  bat« 
teries  in  order  to  storm  the  castle.  They  oc- 
cupied the  house  of  Alderman  Lunn,  who,  in 
the  cause  of  royalty,  had  relinquished  all  the 
sweets  of  domestic  repose  for  the  toils  and  dangers 
of  war.  In  his  back  yard  the  first  battery  was 
erected*.  Previous  to  the  commencement  of  their 
attack.  Lord  Fairfax,  who  had  now  joined  his 
son  Sir  Thomas,  sent  the  following  tetter  to  the 
governor  of  the  castle. 

'^  To  the  commander  in  chief  of  Pontefract 
castle. 

'*  In  perfomiance  of  the  trust  reposed  upon 
ine  by  the  parliament  for  the  service  of  the  pub* 
}ique,  and  particular  safety  and  preservation  of  this 

f  Drake's  MS. 
•  Andther  was  raised  on  BagfaiU,  which  afterwards  did  the 
most  execution. 


count^^  /  haee  marched  fe^^  of  Uie  troops  ntkdet 

roy  command  to  FoMefr^et  for  the  reeoverifig  4i£ 

tl»t  oastk,  whidi  hidibrto  katii  of>pote<t  the  pn^ 

liament    and  enfinitely   pr^udieed  the  •  conhtry,^ 

to  obedienee  of  the  kmg  and  parliament,:  <^  whkh 

I  desire  may  be  effected' ^vitfaoiit  the  efllision  of 

bloed^  and  to  that:  end  now  stnd  you  this  stim«' 

moos  to  surrender  the  castle  to  me  lor  the  seiH 

Tice   of  the  king  and   ^atrliament^  uriiich  if  yoit 

presently  doe^  I  will  engage  my  power  With  the 

parliament  for  your :  reception  uoito   mercy  and 

fiivour  therewith,  but  your  refilsii)^  or  deferring 

tbe  9|ime  will  compet  me  to  the  trial  <of  success 

which  I  hope  will  (H'^^vaile  for  thepubliqae  good^' 

I  shall  expect  your  answer  to  be  r^tarned  to  me 

by  Col.   Forbes,  to  whom  I  haye  given  fitrthcr 

insiaiictions  in  that  bdutlfe." 

«  FER.  FAIRFAX*." 

On  the  receipt  of  this  summons,  /the  goremor,; 
whoodly  wished  to  gainf  trtmei  answered  the  mes^ 
senger  verbally,  ^^  thM  I  th^  matter  was  efgreafe 
consequence,  and  would;  require  \$ome  jtime  tor 
consider  of  it  ^ — that  he  would  call  the  gentlemen 
of  the  ca^e  together;  being  many  oF^good  quality, 
and  consult  with  them  about  it,  and  would  then 
send  an  answer,  which  should  be  sometime  to-mor- 
row morning  at  the  forthest."  Gol»:  Forbes,  to 
whom  this  answer  was  delivered,  replied,  '*  that  it 
shoald  be  welcome  to  him,  if  it  came  not  too  late,*^ 
and  then  departed. 

♦  Drake's  MS. 
Tbe  words  in  Kalic  are  obliterated  In  the  original,  but 
fe  editor  piesamed  the  words  supplied  were  most  pxdbd)!/ 
thoM  used  bj  tbe  writer* 
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The  condnct  o£  the  governor  soon  discovered 
his  real  intentions,  and  evinced  that  the  an- 
swer he  had  given  was  only  designed  to  amuse 
and  impose  on  the  enemy.  He  had  already  be^ 
gun  to  erect  a  battery  against  that  which  the 
enemy  had  erected  on  Baghill ;  and  during  the 
night,  he  employed  sixty  men,  to  complete  it,  and 
to  line  the  battlements  and  strengthen  the  walls 
on  the  side  which  would  be  most  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  the  enemy. 

The  governor  prepared  the  following  answer 
to  General  Fairfiaa's  letter. 

^  According  to  my  allegiiance  to  which  I  am 
sworn,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
me  by  bis  majestic,  I  will  defend  this  castle  to  the 
Qtmost  of  my  power,  and  doubt  not  by  God's 
assistance,  the  justice  of  his  majestie's  cause,  and 
the  vertue  of  my  comrades,  to  quell  all  those  that 
shall  oppose  me  in  the  defence  thereof,  for  his 
majestie's  service,  for  the  blood  that  is  like  to  be 
lost  in  this  action,  let  it  be  upon  their  heads  who 
are  the  causes  of  it.  This  is  my  resolution, 
which  1  desire  you  to  certify  to  the  hovd 
Fairfax." 

*'  From  your  affectionate  friend, 

RICHARD  LOWTHER*.*' 

The  besiegers,  the  next  morning,  perceiving 
the  works  of  the  besieged,  and  convinced  that  they 
had  no  iiiclination  to  surrender,  did  not  wait 
for  the  governor's  answer,  but  opened  a  dread* 
fill  fire  upon  then[i.  For  tbr^  successive  days 
they  continue  to  cannonade  the  south  side  of 
tl^e  castle^  in  which  period  they  discharged  ona 
•  D&ake's  MS. 
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thousand  and  thirty-four  balls.  On  the  1 9th 
January,  having  directed  the  battery  against 
Fix  tower,  this  massy  pile  gave  way;  a  consi- 
derable part  of  it  fell  down,  and  by  its  fall  carried 
the  castle  wall  along  with  it,  by  which  means 
a  breach  was  made^« 

Whilst  the  besiegers  thus  assailed  the  castle, 
the  besieged  were  |not  inactive.  A  shot  from 
the  castle  hit  a  match  belonging  to  the  besiegers, 
and  some  sparks  falling  into  the  powder,  it  im«- 
mediately  blew  up  aud  killed  twenty-seven  men. 
By  a  well  directed  fire  of  musketry  the  be- 
sieged obliged  the  enemy  to  keep  their  distance, 
and  frequently  did  considerable  execution  f. 

A  breach  being  now  made,  the  besiegers 
indulged  the  hope  that  the  castle  would  be  sur- 
rendered. On  the  21st  of  January,  1644 — 5, 
Col.  Forbes  sent  a  drum  to  the  gate  of  the 
castle,  which  beat  a  parley.  The  governor  sent 
to  know  his  business,  and  understanding  he 
brought  a  letter  irom  Col.  Forbes,  he  sent  word 
that  unless  the  enemy  ceased  firing,  he  would 
not  receive  any  letters.  In  cotasequence  of  this, 
command  was  given,  by  Col.  Forbes,  to  the  en- 
gmeers  to  discontinue  firing  till  further  orders. 
As  soon  as  this  command  was  obeyed,  the 
drammer  was  ordered  to  go  down  to  the  lower 
gate,  where,  being  admitted,  he  delivered  the 
following  letter. 

*  Two  brothers  of  the  name  of  Brigges,  who  lived  at  the 
Ulpeuiy  house,  in  Uie  road  leading  to  Wakefield,  standiing 
together  under  tbe  Fix  tower,  were  itofortunatd y  lulled  by  its 
M. 

t  About  this  period  the  besieged  lost  Capt  Maulet,  who 
vts  dkot  Uirough  the  head  whilst  standing  on  the  top  of  the 
vnmd  tower.  Capt.  Smith  was  wounded  by  a  piece  of  stone 
broke  by  a  musket  ball,  but  soon  recovered. 


176  HISTORY  W  FONTBSIUCT. 

"Sir, 

I  desire  to  have  positive  answer 
4>f  the  summons  sent  in  upon  Thursday  last, 
that  I  may  give  an  .account  to*  my  Loni  (who 
is  now.  here)  of  your  resdutions;  and  likewise 
1  desire  to  know  whether  Mr«  Ogale  is  exchanged 
for  Lieut.  Brown  or  for  moneys  and  if  for 
iDoney  fer  what  summe/' 
^^Sir, 

I  shall  remain  your  friend, 

WILL,   FORBES." 

.On  the  receipt  of  this,  the  governor  sent  the 
letter  he  had  bdbre  written  to  all  the  gentle* 
men  in  the  castle,  for  their  advice  and  approbation  ^ 
and  to  know  whether  they  were  willing  to  run  all 
rides,  and  to  bold  out  to  the  last  extremity.  They 
fully  approved  of  the  letter,  and  engaged  to  de- 
fend the  castle,  and  support  the  governor  with  their 
lives  andfbrtttoes.  The  governor  then  dismissed 
the  drummer  with  the  fore-mentioned  letter  to  Col 
Forbes. 

On  the  r^sal  of  the  governor  to  surrender, 
Ibe  besieged  expected  the  enemy  would  immedi- 
ately make  an  assault,  and  endeavour  to  enter 
the  breach  which  had  been  made.  They  percei- 
ved front  the  castle  the  horse  drawn  up  in  the 
Park,  and  a  part  6£  4;heir  infantry  ready  to  march, 
with  sprigs  of  rosemary  in  their- hats.  Tlie  go- 
vernor commanded  the  drums  to  beat  to  arips,  and 
the  trumpets  to  sound  on  the  battlement^ ;  and 
then  ordered  the  soldiers  tq  thar  posts.  The  gar- 
rison continued  under  arms  the  whoje  afternpon, 
expecting  the  enemy  with  great  cheierfuiness. 

Although  the  eneojy  hi^d  mi^de  ^  bf^acbj  and 
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continued  a  very  heavy  fire  against  it,  and  king's 
tower,  they  made  no  attempt  to  storm  the  castle. 
The  courage  and  resolution  of  the  garrison,  and 
the  dangers  of  an  assault,  so  dispirited  the  enemy, 
that  many  deserted  and  fled,  for  fear  least  they 
should  be  ordered  on  this  service.  The  besiegers  had 
expected  that  the  garrison  would  have  been  incli- 
ned to  surrender ;  and  when  tliey  found  this  expec- 
tation was  unfounded,  they  lost  their  confidence, 
and  for  some  time  did  little  more  than  keep  on 
their  defence. 

Information,  had  been  sent  to  Lord  Fairfax, 
that  it  was  expected  the  castle  would  be  surren- 
dered. His  lordship,  accompanied  by  his  son  Sir 
Thomas  came  here,  and  were  received  with  the 
honour  due  to  their  rank.  Feu  de  joys  were  fired, 
and  guards  of  horse  and  foot  were  appointed  to 
receive  and  attend  them.  .  On  viewing  the  breach, 
and  considering  the  determined  valour  of  the  gar- 
rison, his  lordship  judged  it  more  advisable  to 
continue  the  blockade,  than  to  sacrifice  his  men 
in  a  dangerous,  and  perhaps  fruitless  assault. 
Having  given  orders  accordingly,  he  retufned  to 
York. 

While  the  siege  was  thus  carried  on  here, 
various  altercations  took  place  in  the  parliament. 
The  Earl  of  Essex  was  charged  with  neglect  of 
duty,  and  an  intention  lo  prolong  the  war,  instead 
of  bringing  it  to  a  speedy  conclusion.  At  length 
the  self-denying  ordinance,  as  it  was  called,  was 
brou^t  into  the  house;  and,  on  the  failure  of  the 
treaty  of  LT^fbridge,  after  violent  debates,  it  was 
passed..  By .  this  ordinanc*e,  every  person  was 
disqualified  for  any  military  command,  who  en- 
joyed a  seat  in  either  house  of  parliament.    The 

A  a  * 
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chief  comniaDd  of  all  the  forces:  of  the  parliament 
was  now  conferred  on  Sir  Thomaa  Fairfei  *,  who 
was  engaged  in  the  siege  of  Pontefract  castle. 
CoL  Lambert  was  appointed  commissary  general 
of  the  army  of  the  north,  and  ordered  to  post 
down  to  take  the  charge  of  the  troops^  when  Fair- 
fax should  quit  that  station,  in  which  by  his,  steady 
conduct,  he  had  obtained  the  confidence  of  both 
houses. 

Tlie  besieged  as  soon  as  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
was  remitted,  began  to  repair  the  breach .  which 
had  been  made.  Captain  Munroe,  and  Captain 
Faybarne,  were  sent  out  to  view  the  extent  of 
the  breach,  which  they  found  not  to  exceed  a 
yard.  The  mqn  were  ordered  to  dig  and  carry 
earth,  and  by  this  means  the  breach  waa  soon  clo- 
sed ;  and  the  besieged  were  delivered  from  all  fear 
of  an  assault. 

The  garrison^  nearly  cut  off  from  any  sup- 
plies found  their  ammunition  greatly  reduced, 
and  were  under  the  necessity  of  using  it  more 
sparingly.  As  the  enemy  had  been  well  suppli- 
ed with  this  article^  and  continued  to  pour  in  their 
shot,  the  governor  allowed  his  own  men  4d. 
for  each  ball  of  the  enemy  any  of  them  might 
bring  to  him*  Thus  encouraged,  the  men  often 
at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  sought  the  shot  of 
the  besiegers,  and  were  so  successful  as  to  obtain 
in  this  way  no  inconsiderable  supply^ 

The  besiegers  seeing  no  prospect  of  taking 
the  castle  by  the  breach  which  had  been  made, 

•  *'  Sir  Thomas  Fairfex/'  says  Baxter,  *'  was  a  frentfexnan 
of  no  quick  parts  or  elocution,  out  reltgious,  Auth&i,  valiant, 
and  of  a  grave,  sober»  resolved  dispositioii ;  neither  loo  peat 
nor  too  cunning  to  be  dicected  bjr  the  padiament*"  life  p.  4S. 
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bfegah  to  mine,  In  Wder  to  blow  up  some  of  th^ 
towers,  and  make  a  larger,  which  would  not  admit 
of  defence.  Thfey  sprung  one  mine  from  the  hos- 
pital, at  the  cfa^t  end  of  the  castle,  and  drove  it 
towards  king's  tower.  They  sprung  another  from 
the  house  occupied  by  One  Ward,  and  carried 
it  under  the  moat,  towards  the  round  tower, 
Which  thi^y  intended  also  to  blow  up.  On  the 
discovery  of  this  attempt,  the  garrison  began  lo 
countermine*  They  smik  several  pits  within 
the  castle,  and  commenced  thdr  mines  from 
thence.  They  also  sunk  several  without  the 
castle,  Hear  to  the  Walls.  Tlie  number  of  pits 
within  and  without  the  castle,  is  said  to  have 
been  otie  hundred  and  ten  or  twelve*;  from 
whence  they  mined  under  the  castle  walls, 
and  could  have  mined  from  one  place  to  ano- 
ther all  rotttid,  if  it  had  been  necessary. 

The  besifeged,  in  the  beginning  of  PebnJary^ 
continued  a  regular  dte  against  the  enemy, 
and  much  damage  *was  done  in  'various  parts  of 
of  the  town,  Several  houses  were  destroyed  in 
Mickle-gate,  and  on  the  I7th  some  gentlemeti's 
honses  at  the  lower  end  of  North-gate,  occupied 
by  the  besiegers,  were  Cannonaded,  on  which 
the  besiegers  set   them  bn  fire  and  departed. 

The  besiegers  "were  continually  annoyed  by 
the  garrison,  and  on  the  29d  above  thirty  were 
killed.    Tlie  work  of  slaughter  went  regularly  on, 

*  Dbaeb's  Ms.  a  tradition  has  prevailed  concerning 
various  subterraneous  passages  belonging  to  0e  M^tle.  One  of 
these  is  generallj  believed  to  have  ^tetided  into  the  pailt. 
Bottbclew,  there  w«re  viirkys  secret  saUyports;  bi^t  is  it  unit 
probable,  that  the  ittines  and  piU  which  Mr.  Drake  mentioni 
Have  given  rise  to  sHch  traditions? 
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and  Englishmen,  divided  into  hostile  and  irrecon- 
ciieahle  parties,  rqjoiced  in  each  others  destruction. 

On  the  34th  of  February,  the  besiegers  re^ 
ceived  an  additional  force  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  men.  They  came  over  Ferrybridge,  and 
one  part  naarched  throiigh  the  park  to  the  town ; 
and  the  other  to  the  low  church,  on  their  ap- 
proach toward  which,  the  garrison  gave  them  ^ 
furious  discharge  of  musketry  and  cannon;  an4 
it  was  thought  did  much  execution,  as  in  the 
night  they  fired  two  volleys,  which  was  supposed 
to  be  at  the  funeral  of  a  commander. 

The  besieged  were  now  reduced  to  great 
straits  for  want  of  provision ;  and  they  found  it 
would  be  impossibly  for  them  to  hold  put  much 
longer,  unless  they  could  obtain  supplies.  The 
governor  sent  with  Mr  Corker  9ixteen  men  to 
join  Prince  Rupei^,  and  to  acquaint  the  king 
with  the  situation  of  the  garrison^  The  kin^ 
was  not  willing  to  loose  a  fortress  of  such  im- 
portance, or  to  suffer  so  many  brave  men  to 
fait  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  without  an 
attempt  to  relieve  them. 

Although  the  treaty  of  Uxbridge  was  still 
pending,  there  was  no  hope  of  any  accommo- 
dation; as  the  king  was  unwilling  to  yield  any 
thing;  and  from  his  letter  to  his  queen,  it  ap- 
pears he  was  determined  to  support  the  catholics, 
and  maintain  all  his  pretended  prerogatives. 
From  the  achievements  of  Montrose,  in  Scotland, 
and  the  divisions  in  parliament,  he  seems  to 
have  indulged  the  hope  that  in  a  little  time 
his  enemies  would  be  obliged  to  su^bmit  to  any 
terms  he  might  choose  to  .dictate.  He  however 
judged    it    prudent    to    send    Sir    Marmaduke 
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Langdale,   with  a  body  of  tvso  thousand  horse, 
to  raise  the  siege  of  Pontefract  castle. 

On  receiving  his  orders,  Langdale  departed 
from  Oxford,  and  under  the  colours  of  tlie  enenay, 
marched  through  several  of  their  quarters,  and 
soon  reached  Doncaster.  On  the  28th  Februar3% 
the  garrison  received  information  of  his  approacli, 
and  anxiously  awaited  that  contest  which  was 
to  decide  their  fate^  and  either  bring  them  re- 
lief, or  by  disappointing  their  l^pe,  oblige  them 
to  submit,  however  reluctantly,  to  surrender  the 
fortress  to  the  enemy. 

The  besiegers  on  the  same  day  received  in- 
telligence, and  not  knowing  the  strength  of  the 
royalists,  took  every  precaution  to  secure  their 
cannon,  ammunition  and  stores.  They  set  fire  to 
several  houses  below  Monk-hill,  least  they  should 
afford  a  cover  to  the  besieged  in  the  expected 
action.  The-  troqps  were  stationed  on  the  south 
and  south-west  of  the  town,  to  be  ready  to  re- 
ceive the  enemy.  Col.  Lambert  and  Col. 
Forbes  had  tlie  command  of  the  forces,  but  re- 
ceived possitive  orders  from  Fairfax  to  stand  on 
their  defence,  and  if  possible  to  avoid  an  action, 
till  some  additional  troops  had  come  up  to  their 
assistance. 

About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  on 
the.  1st  March,  Langdale  was  seen  from 'the 
castle  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  on  this  side 
Wentbridge.  He  marched  on  to  Darrington, 
and  then  wheeled  to  the  left  by  Carleton,  and 
formed  for  action  in  the  Chequer  field.  The 
two  armies  faced  each  other  till  near  six  o'clock, 
the  cavalry  of  the  parliament  retreating  as  Lang- 
dale advanced>  till  they  came  to  some  of  their 


ififittftry,  which  had  been  stationed  bfehfhd  the 
hedge.  Lambert,  Withdtit  waiting  for  any  addi* 
tiblial  troops,  tiow  attacked  th6  enettiy  with 
g^eat  impetuottty,  and  the  iite  of  the  infatitry 
from  the  hedge,  so  galled  Langdale*s  hofse,  that 
they  were  driven  back.  At  this  Critical  moment 
the  garrison  sallied  forth,  aftd  cioming  updn  the 
rear  of  Lambert's  infantry,  tufned  the  fortune 
Df  the  day.  The  chief  Cont^t  was  near  this 
hedge.  The  same  ground  was  lost  and  regaihed 
four  or  five  times;  but  L&hgdale's  horse  return- 
ing to  the  charge  and  some  6f  the  parliamentary 
troopis  cowardly  flying  without  making  the  least 
fesistance,  Lambert  was  under  the  necessity  of 
sounding  a  retfetit. 

The  forces  of  the  parliament  fled  Without 
order  towards  Ferrybridge:  and  ftiore  pei-ished 
in  the  pursuit  than  iti  the  action.  The  enemy 
hutig  on  their  rear  till  they  readied  the  bficlge. 
Where  they  M^ere.  for  some  time  protecJted  by  a 
cannon  which  had  been  placed  there.  It  was 
headed  wfth  grape  shot,  and  being  discharged 
killed  four  men  belonging  to  the  garrison.  The 
troops  on  the  bridge  were  ihstantly  attacked, 
and  driven  from  it,  with  the  Ibss  6f  their  field 
piece.  The  flying  parties  of  the  arlhy  were 
pursued  between  Sherburh  and  Tadcaster. 

In  the  action  Lambert  himself  WB^  wo^nd^, 
and  ncany  of  his  officers  slain,  sfmong  whom 
were  Col,  Armih,  Col.  Thornton,  and  Col. 
Malary.  In  the  Chequer  field,  Where  the  bat-, 
tie  commenced,  and  in  the  pursuit  to  "Ferry- 
bridge,  he  lost  about  one  hundred  arid  sixty 
men.  In  the  contest  at  Ferrybridge,  and  in 
ilie  pursuit    to  Sherburn,   it   is    supposed   about 
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one  hundred  and  fqrty  more  wer^  killed*  Near 
sevea  hundred  were  t^kea  priwners,  arcbpng 
whom  werq  fifty-sev^a  officers,  Twenty-twQ 
stand  of  qqlQurs  belonging  tq  the  infaqtry,  which 
were  all  tbqy  had»  were  taken;  and  twc^nty 
standards  of  hocse,  one  iron  piqce  of  ordnance 
and  twenty  cajrriag^s;  t  fairly rfour  double  barrel^ 
of  powder  and  a  proportionate  qwntiiy  of  match 
and  bullets  together  with  two  thoui^nd  stand* 
of  arai3>  fell  into  the  haqds  of  th^  victors. 

Sir  Marmaduke  Langdale  returned  to  the 
castlq,  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  the  same 
nighty  having  quartered  his  troops  in  the  towns 
and  surrounding  villages.  A  body  of  cavalry 
were  stationed  at  Featherstone,  and  another  at 
HoughtjOQ.  These  were  commanded  by  Langdala 
Sunderland*  Esq.  of  Ackton,  who  h^d  raised  a 
regiment  of  cavalry  for  the  king,  and  supported 
them  9X  his  own  expence.  He  was  connected 
with  the  family  of  Sir  Marmaduke  Langdale  by 
marriagQy  and  accompanied  that  general  in  mosi 
of  bis  enterprises. 

Lord  Fairfax*  on  the  news  of  Lwgdaje's  ap* 
proachy  had  ordered  the  Yorkshire  forces  to 
march  with  all  speed  to  Pontefract.  H^  had 
himself  departed  to  bring  them  up;  and  on  hia 
way  was  apprized  of  the  defeat  of  bJis  owq  troops 

*  Langdale  Sunderland  having  purchased  Acktonj^  removed 
tfaeffe-  fiom  Higb  Sunderland,  near  Halifax,  the  ancient  seat  of 
his  £unily*  He  spent  fifteen  hundred  pounds  per  annum  in. 
the  royal  cause,  aiiid  suffered  considerably  in  the  time  of  Oliver; 
hut  like  many  others^  after  the  restoiiation,  was  neglected  and 
forgotten.  He  lies  interred  in  Fealherstone  church.  His  grand* 
son  Peter  sold  the  Peatherstone  and  Ackton  estates  to  Edmund 
Winn,  Esq.  from  whom  it  has  descended  to  Sir  Edmund 
Mark  Winn,  Bart,  the  present  possessor. 
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before  tlie  castle.  In  the  same  night  a  part 
of  the  Yorkshire  infantry  had  pushed  forward  as 
far  as  Glass-Houghton,  and  falling  unexpectedly 
on  the  body  of  Langdale's  horse,  quartered  there, 
routed  them,  and  took  one  hundred  horses,  and 
made  several  men  prisoners  *.  The  Lord  Fairfax, 
with  the  cavalry,  hastened  to  their  assistance, 
but  the  fight  was  over  before  his  arrival. 

The  rallied  forces  of  the  parliament  now 
joined  his  lordship,  and  in  a  few  days  he  was 
at  the  head  of  a  formidable  army. 

Sir  Marmaduke  Langdale,  having  relieved 
the  castle,  after  refreshing  his  men  with  a  few 
days  rest,  retreated  to  Doncaster,  and  from 
Ihence  to  Newark.  In  this  march  he  had  nine 
passes  to  dispute;  and  had  twelve  skirmishes 
with  the  enemy,  in  which  he  vanquished  nine 
thousand  men. 

Thus  ended  the  first  siege  of  Pohtefract  castle, 
during  which  the  garrison  had  given  the  strongest 
proofs  of  their  fortitude,  prudence  and  courage. 
The  besiegers  had  lost  in  killed  more  than  five 
hundred  men,  and  near  one  thousand  prisoners; 
while  the  besieged  had  not  lost  in  all  more 
than  one  hundred.  They  were  not  however  suf- 
fered to  exult  long  in  their  victory,  for  on 
Langdale's  departure,  the  troops  of  the  parlia- 
ment again  collected,  and  the  garrison  had  to 
sustain  a  second  siege,  which  at  length  ended 
in  an  honourable  surrender. 

♦  Whitlock,  p.  136. 
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SECTION  XIII. 

Events  during  the  second  Siege. 

1  HE  garrison  availed  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
tuniCy  they  now  enjoyed  of  providing  as  ample 
a  supply  as  possible  for  future  contingencies. 
They  made  several  excursions,  and  levied  heavy 
contributions  on  the  surrounding  country.  They 
seized  the  cattle,  and  laid  in  a  stock  of  pro- 
visions. Necessity,  they  considered,  destroyed 
the  claims  of  private  right;  and  whatever  they 
could  seize,  they  deemed  it  proper  to  take  for 
their  own  use.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town 
and  the  surrounding  country,  were  alternately 
exposed  to  the  exactions  of  the  royalists  and 
parliamentarians;  and  were  equally  insecure 
which   ever  party  prevailed. 

On  the  llth  of  March,  Capt.  Laborne  and 
another  taking  a  ride  from  the  castle,  towards 
Wentbridge,  and  meeting  with  Mr.  Ellis,  of 
Brampton,  a  great  sequestrator^,  and  a  quarter- 

*  Sequestrators  were  persons  a}>pointed  to  examine  into 
&e  conduct  and  morals  of  tlie  dergy;  and  such  as  were 
"  scandalous  in  their  lives,  and  ill-affected  to  the  parliament/' 
tliej  had  the  power  to  present  to  a  committee  of  the  house, 
which  committee  in  consequence  ejected  them  from  their  liv- 
ings, and  appointed  otliers  to  officiate.  The  royalists  detested 
the  sequestrators. 

Mr.  Ellis  was  a  highly  respectable  character,  and  from  m 
j<ut  ooncem  for  the  interest  of  his  country,  and  of  the  Protes* 
ta&t  religion,  embraced  the  cause  of  the  parliament.  His  son,  or 
pvuisoB,    Geo.  Ellis,  left  a  good  farm  at  Brampton  to  buiU 

«  b  ♦ 
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master,  took  them  both  and  brought  them  pri* 
soners  to  the  castle.  They  afterwards  made  ex- 
cursions to  Turnbridge  beyond  Ackworth,  a 
small  station  belonging  to  the  enemy,  which 
they  attacked,  and  took  Lieut.  CoK  Lee,  Lieut. 
Col.  Ledger,  and  three  horses. 

On  the  I5th«  a  party  went  out  towards  Don* 
caster,  and  meeting  with  Col.  Brandling's  regi« 
ment,  they  routed  it  and  took  one  major,  one 
'  lieutenant,  and  about  one  hundred  horse.  Ano* 
ther  party,  on  the  same  night,  paid  a  second 
visit  to  Turnbridge,  and  plundered  thei  enemy's 
storehouse  of  whatever  it  contained. 

The  reappearance  of  the  troops  of  the  parlia- 
ment soon  checked  the  garrison,  and  put  an 
eiid  to  their  excursions.  On  the  21st,  a  consi- 
derable body  took  possession  of  the  upper  town. 
Capt.  Redman  was  killed  near  the  Brigg,  and 
three  others  belonging  the  garrison  taken  pri- 
soners. Tlie  enemy  were  not  sufficiently  strong 
to  surround  the  castle,  and  the  garrison  continued 
still  in  possession  of  the  lower  part  of  the 
town,  from  whence  they  could  be  always  sup- 
plied with  wood  and  provisions. 

The  besiegers,  fully  convinced  that  the  castle 
was  impregnable,  and  that  the  courage  and  loy* 
aljty  of  its  .defenders  could  not  be,  subdued,  un- 
less by  famine,  began  tO'  intrench  themselvefi^ 
and  to  form  a  regular  blockade.  They  took 
possession  of  the  New-Hall,  MonkhiH,  and  Bag- 
hill,  where  they  cut  trenches  and  erected  strong 
works.  The  besieged  endeavoured  to  prevent 
the  construction  of  these  works;  and  fty  daily 

an^  endow  •s.chwty-  fdifdoi.  4>er9^  ior  H^  iostnjction  of  the 
chiidran  of  Iho^  foom  of  9fomglM:  tmd  Wot  H^ctton* 


soiSes,  .and  a  h^vy  fire  from  the  castle*,  Aey 
goeatly  annoyed  the  ^neroy. 

A  party  IVoin  the  garrison  made  a  sally  on 
the  28thy  and  attacked  the  intrencfameots  ou 
Baghilly  killed  two  of  the  enem)r»  and  then  re* 
treated  without  loss.  In  the  night  of  the  31st, 
Capt.  Smith,  with  thirty  men,  went  forth,  and 
unexpectedly  falling  on  a  barn  which ,  the  enemy 
had  converted  into  a  guaid-house,  routed  the 
guard,  and  killed  foor  m^u. 

The  besiegers,  notwithstanding  these  attempts 
of  the  garrison,  and  the  losses  they  daily  sus* 
tained,  continued  to  >?ork  at  their  intrenchments, 
and  converted  different  houses  and  barns  in  the 
town,  into  guard-houses.  The  houses  of  the  alder* 
men,  who  had  ded  to. the  castle,  and  volunteered  in 
its  defence,  w^re  immediately  occupied;  among, 
whicb,  as  being  best , situated  for  the  .purpose^ 
those  of  Aldei*man  Lunn,  Rusby,  and  Qates,  are 
Hftrtkularly  mentioned. 

The  garrison,  equally  bold  and  watchful, 
availed  themselves  of  every  opportunity  of  im* 
pediog  the  ^orks,  and  dimini«ihing  the  numbers 
of  the  enemy.  On  the  1st  of  April  they  as- 
saulted the  guard  4t  Monkhill,  and  killed  ten 
meo;  one  was  aj^o  shot  at  tbe  low^ /church  from 
the  king's  tower. 

On  the  4th  a  vigorous  and  successful  sally 
was  made  .by  three  companies,  consisting  of 
thirty  men  each.  Alderman  Rusby's  house  and 
bam  were  assaulted,  one  captain  and  three  pri- 
vates   were  killed,    the    rest  dispersed,  and    the 

*  On  the  S12d  t)ie  besieged  fired  fifteen  cannon  into  the 
(own  and  other  places,  and  had  a  woman  shut  through  the 
band,  and  a  man  through  the  thigh,  on  (he  round  tower,  by.  tbe 
i^me  bulled  but  neither  of  them  were  killed.  On  tho  24th  they 
MlhmcaiiMitotfie  boiiie  of  qnaW.  Boott^  in  Oa  paiiu 
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house  and  bam  set  on  fire.  The  difierent  aen* 
tries,  near  the  low  church,  were  also  attacked, 
and  compeDed  to  retreat  with  the  loss  of  one 
taken  prisoner. 

The  besiegers,  in  consequence  of  this  sally, 
drew  up  their  forces,  and  lined  the  hedges  from 
the  park  to  Denwell,  with  infantry.  They  erected 
their  standards  at  the  top  of  Skinner-Lane,  which 
the  besieged  perceiving,  directed  their  cannon 
against  them,   and  beat  them  down. 

The  besiegers  were  not  long  permitted  to 
enjoy  repose,  but  from  the  activity  of  the  gar- 
rison were  almost  incessantly  kept  on  duty.  On 
the  5th  a  party  of  horse  under  the  command 
of  Capts.  Washington  and  Beale,  and  forty  xnnsr 
keteers,  under .  the  command  of  Capt.  Smith, 
sallied  forth  a^inst  the  enemy.  The  horse 
fought  with  great  bravery,  and  compelled  the 
enemy  to  retreat  into  the  town,  and  to  double 
the  number  of  their  cavalry;  who  then  returned, 
and  renewed  the  attack,  supported  by  one  hun* 
dred  musketeers,  who  lined  the  hedges.  Though 
the  enemy  kept  up  a  heavy  fire,  the  party 
from  the  castle  maintained  their  ground,  and 
took  in  their  presence,  two  butchers  coming 
into  the  town  loaded  with  meat,  which  afforded 
fk  seasonable  repast  to  the  garrison. 

On  Easter-Sunday  the  rancour  which  pre- 
vailed in  each  party  displayed  itself.  The  go-, 
vernor  had  solicited  Col.  Forbes  to  permit  him 
to  buy  some  wine  in  the  town,  for  the  sacra- 
ment; and  Col.  Forbes,  with  that  spirit  of  libe- 
rality which  distinguishes  the  gentleman,  readily 
granted  a  protection  to  any  person  the  governor 
might  send  into  the  town  for  that  purpose. 
But  the  m,en  pu  duty. refuged  permission ^  and« 
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one  Browne,  of  Wakefield,  observed,  ^'  If  it  was 
hr  their  damnation  they  should  have  it,  but 
not  for  their  salvation;''  language  which  sufficii* 
enily  evidences  his  narrow  mind,  bigotry  and 
prejudice. 

The  garrison  having  attended  divine  service, 
were  ordered  to  arms.  Strong  parties  were 
commanded  to  sally  forth  in  different  directions, 
and  to  make  a  combined  and  general  attack  on 
the  enemy's  worics.  Gapt.  Washington  and  Capt. 
Beale  commanded  the  horse,  attended,  by  fifty 
musketeers,  under  Capt.  Munroe.  Capt.  Flood 
commanded  another  body  of  fifty  musketeers. 
To  each  of  these  bodies  were  added  twenty-five 
men,  taken  from  the  volunteers,  who  served 
under  the  four  colonels  within  the  castle  -,  twelve 
were  taken  from  Sir  Richard  Hutton's  division, 
commanded  by  Capt.  Crofl;,  ten  fi-om  Sir  G.  Went- 
worth's,  commanded  by  Capt.  Benson ;  and  ten  from 
Sir  Jarvis  Cutler's,  commanded  by  Capt.  Ogleby. 
.  The  first  party  sallied  out  of  Swiilington 
tower,  up  Northgate,  and  made  a  long  and  a 
desperate  attack  upon  the  enemy's  works, 
which  were  as  nobly  and  bravely  defended* 
The  other  party  sallied  out  of  the  lower  gate, 
to  the  low  church,  and  having  dispersed  the 
guards,  they  turned  up  the  south  side  of 
the  town,  by  the  halfpenny-house,  to  the  enemy's 
trenches,  where  a  similar  attack  was  made.  While 
'these  parties  were  engaged  with  the  enemy,  they 
were  in  part  protected  and  considerably  assisted 
by  the  fire  of  their  friends  from  the  castle.  In 
these  rencounter^  the  principal  loss  fell  to  the 
share  of  the  besiegers,  having  one  hundred,  and. 
thirty  killed,  besid^.  the  wounded  s  the  besieged 
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had  odIj  two. men.  IdUed  and  .tsrcwonndod. 
They  took  one  prisoner,  a  quantUy  of  muskela 
and^swoids,  and  .4>oe  dnim''^. 

On  the  e^ve&ing  of  the  .fame  day,  Capt. 
Smith,  Capt.  Katcliffe,  and  Lieut.  Wheatley,  with 
an  hundred  men,  again  sallied,  forth  up  North- 
gate,  and  thence  into  the  market-place,  where 
they  kept  up  a.seirere  fire,  and  did  'gneat  exe« 
cution  for  near  an  hour.:  In  this  attack  the  ene« 
my's  powder  was  set  on  fire,  and  blew  up  about 
twenty  men,  near  Mr.  Lunn's.  hoose,  many  of 
whom  were  killed,  and  the  rest  so  bornt  that 
there  was  little  hope  of  their  recovery. 

Although  the  besiegers  sofiered  much,  they 
received  various  reinforcements,  and  carried  on 
their  works  with  diligence  and  success.  If  the 
besieged  by  their  bold  and  weU*conduoted  sal* 
lies  <;ompelled  them  to  retreat  with  loss,  their 
numbers  were  inadequate  to  maintain  the  works 
the  besiegers  had  left;  and  in  their  turn  they  were 
obliged  to  retreat  to  the  castle  for  their  own 
security.  The- spirit,  the.  valour,  and  the  perse* 
verance  of  the  besieged^  effected  all  that  was 
possible. 

On  the  7th  they  made  another  sally  to  Bag* 
hill,  where  they  killed  one  man  and  took^another 
prisoner  with  two  horses.  The  musketeers  from 
the  castle  protected  them,  and  by  a  vigorous  -fire 
killed  eight  or  ten  men  in  the  trenches* 

The  following  day  they  repeated  their  attack 
against  the  enemy's  works  on  Baghill,  but  on 
the  whole  were  unsuccessful.  The  enemy  hav- 
ing retreated  and  doubled  the  number  of  their 
horse,   and  bringing  one    hundral  musketeer^ 
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compelled  the  party  from  the  ca^^tle  ta  retreat; 
which  they  effected  without  loss,  JUeut.  Moore 
being  only  wounHed  by  a  shot  in  the  arm*. 

At  this  period  a  body  of  troops  under  the 
command  of  Sir  Johd  SavHIef,  which  had 
been  employed  before  Sandal  castle,  came  to 
strengthen  the  besiegers  here.  They  were  princt-' 
pally  stationed  at  the  New  Hail,  and  during 
the  remaining  part  of  the  siege,  they  suffered 
much  from  the  sallies  and  fire  of  the  garrisom 

The  besieged  continued  their  attacks  on  the 
10th.  The  fire  of  the  caEiiion  and  musketry  did 
considerable  execution.  About  twenty  of  the 
enemy  wene  kiHed  in  their  different  works^  du* 
ring  the  day;  anfd  in  the  night  the  cannon 
was  discharged  twice,  loaded  with  grape  shot^ 
into  the  trenches  at  Baghill,  where  the  cries 
of  the  eoemy  indicated  the  slaughter  which  was 
made. 

Alderman  Thomas  Wilkinson,  who  had  with 
many  others,  entered  into  the  castle,  was  on 
the  l9th  unfortunati'Iy  killed  by  a  shot  from 
Bi^bill,  whilst    standing  near  the  gate  of  the 

*  OA  ti)e'9fh  a  X.ieut.'  Perry,  with  another,  tnfet  one  of 
As  enem/s  scouts'  on  Bagfatll,  and  run  him  through ;  but 
lii»  tooipaiiion  fleeing,  and  the  enemy  approaching,  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  both  the  man  and  the  horse.  On  relieving 
Ae  sentries  the  fire  from  the  castle  killed  two  men  and  one 
woman.  The  besieged  ^w  from  the  castle  the  besiegers  send 
off  five  w^gony  ivith  the  wounded* 

t  Sir  }obn  Saville;  of  Methley,  tlir  son  of  Sir  John  whoi 
kad  married,  to  his  «econd  wife,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thob^ 
Wentwocth.  Esq.  of  Narth«£lmsaU.  This  Sir  John  married^ 
to  bis  first  wiib,  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Robinson,  of  Rither, 
£iq.,  and  was  high  .iKeriH^of  Yorkshire,  in  the  twenty-fourth^ 
f£  Chvier  !••  He  espoused  the  cause  of  liberty  and  ireedQiii> 
»l  eaHMed  himsrif  on/the^  aide  ^  the  nfulmumU 
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barbican.  Thus  were  one  parly  watching  the 
other;  and  an  individual  could  not  make  his  ap- 
pearance without  being  exposed  to  the  fire  of 
his  enemies.  How  dreadful  is  that  unnatural 
state  of  society,  which  destroys  that  respect  and 
regard  which  man  should  feel  for  man;  and  im- 
poses it  as  a  duty  for  one  to  become  the  exe- 
cutioner of  another! 

The  besiegers  on  the  13th  drew  up  three 
or  four  troops  of  horse,  as  if  they  intended  to 
form  in  a  body  for  some  important  enterprize. 
About  noon  a  considerable  number  formed  on 
the  sand  bed,  below  the  New  Hall,  *  on  perceiv- 
ing which,  the  besieged  discharged  the  Cannon 
from  king's  tower,  dismounted  a  whole  file,  killed 
two  men  and  their  horses,  and  severely  wounded 
four  others. 

The  besieged,  by  firing  from  the  towers, 
endeavoured  to  protect  the  cattle,  which  they 
sent  out  of  the  castle  to  graze  in  the  adjoin- 
ing meadows.  The  besiegers  on  the  other  hand, 
availed  themselves  of  every  opportunity  of  shoot- 
ing at  the  cattle,  and  of  compelling  the  be- 
sieged to  drive  them  in  again  for  the  purpose 
of  security.  This  gave  rise  to  various,  and  al- 
most daily,  skirmishes,  which  seldom  terminated 
without  the  effusion  of  blood.  On  the  1 4th  a 
party  of  the  enemy  attacked  the  cattle,  near 
Swillington  tower,  but  a  heavy  fire  of  musketlry 
from  the  tower,  compelled  them  to  retreat,  and 
saved  the  cattle. 

On  this  day  the  enemy  received  three  loads  of 
ammunition,  and  the  garrison  counted  five  troops 
of  horse  more  than  they  had  hitherto  observed. 
They   conjectured,  that,   as  the  treaty   of  Ui- 
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bridge  had  failed,  and  as  it  was  the  king's  in-* 
tention  to  raise  the  siege  of  Chester,  and  to  de- 
tach a  part  of  his  forces  to  recover  hiis  authority, 
into  Yorkshire,  a '  general  engagement  in  tbii^ 
part  was  expected,  as  an  army  of  three  thousand 
Scotch  now  lay  at  Leeds,  Knaresborough,  York^ 
Cawood,  Selby,  and  Pontefract.    * 

This  day  a  sally  was  made  by  about  twenty 
musketeers,  without  any  conmiander,  except  one 
of  .their  companions,  distinguished  for  his  per- 
sonal courage  and  conduct,  called  Wm.  Wether, 
alias  Belwether.  They  approached  one  of  the 
enemy's  barricades,  near  the  New  Hall,  bravely 
attacked  it,  and  drove  the  men  away,  who  fled  to 
thdr  horse  guard.  The  assailants  began  to  de- 
molish tb|e  work,  and  continued  their  employ- 
ment till  they  observed  the  enemy's  horse  ready 
to  charge,  when  they  retreated  without  loss  in« 
to  the  castle  *., 

The  same  night  Wm,  Belwether,  attended 
by  six  of  his  companions,  fell  on  the  enemy's  tren- 
ches, near  Broad  Lane  end,  killed  three  men> 
and  an  officer  dressed  in  a  buff  coat  and  black 
scarf,  supposed  to  be  Col.  Eden,  dispersed  the 
rest,  and  returned  in  safety.      •  « 

On  the  Idth  various  attacks. were  made  by 
the  garrison,  but  without  much  loss  to  the  be^ 
siegers.  In  a  sally  made  on  some  part  of  this 
day,  the  garrison  suffered  a  s^yere  loss  ja^  the 
death  of  Col.    Tindall,  .  Lieut.  \  Col. .  M^dleton, 

*  Drake's  MS.  On  the  afternoon  Lieiit  Perry  observing 
five  of  the  foot' belongbg  to  the  garrison;' Engaged  with  four 
of  the  enemies  horse,  near  Bagfaill^  rode  to  *  their  assistance^ 
ittended  by  Sir  Jarvis  Gilder's  nten^  ^escued'ftemiandibroiii^ 
tbern  back  to  tiie  casde«    .         ^ 

CO  * 
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and  other  officersy  as  well.  as,tnany 'soUievs  of 
inferior  rank  *.         ,     ....;.  . 

A  vigorous  and  successful  sally  m^  ^niade 
on  the  I6lh>  Gapt,  HaqnsvKorth,  ^Vfith  fifty  mus^ 
keteers,  went  out  of  the  lower,  gate  tj;>  the  tree- 
ches,  neap  Aklepmao^LuhnV  boime;  and  Ci^t. 
Monroe,  •  tvith  otlier  fifty^  from.  SvviJlingtoji  tow^/ 
up  Nortsh^ate,'  to  ihe*  euemy^'s  uppw  >  trttJtbes. 
These  vyere  assisted  .by  fifty  geaftlernen.^yolaar 
teers,  drawn  .from  thie  four  idivisioQa .  as  -h^ioifp 
noticed*  .A  pirty  of  horse^  under  CapJt^  Bcple 
and  Comet  Speight^  were  stationed  neaf  RaghiU* 
to  prevent  the  hiorse  of  the  enemy  giving  r^aijc 
assistancii  to  their  infontry:  during  tb^a^taok>.  Tbfs 
two  parties  assaulted  the^  demy's  trencheil  i^ith 
great  bravery^  and  compelled  them/ to*  retreat  tit 
another  irench,  .nearer  to  the  bridge..  -ThQ^Ji^ss 
of  the  basiegers  is*  this  skirnush  wa^r  about  ]£fty^ 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  taken;  amoiigs^^tb^  fc^? 
in^r  was  one:  lieutenant,  and  in  the  numb^^r  of 
the  latter  was .  Capt.  Wade,  .  se^env  druiQilt^ef^i 
and  sixty  ;stbwd;  of  arms»  r  The  n^xt  day  the 
enemy  was  observed  . to  carry,  w'ayseyeft.wpg- 
gons  loaded'  with .  wounded  rtien>    . .,      .  .        . 

On  the  18th  tb^  besieged  4iscovei1&d/^bA9l 
ibrty  oxeiv  andvinilch  iqow«»  bdoiigiiQg  t^  the 
-enemy,  graziiig  in  the  fields.  Impelled  ,by^  the 
•privattioiis  they  suffered,  they  formed;  the  dfusign 

♦  WkiTLoCK^  p.  1*2.  ^It  i«  singular  that  Mr.*  Drate 
<gives  no  tib^nt  W  this  ^y,  rHoF-^of  4he  l^sil  tW  ganfaoii 
sustained.  As  parlies  were  often  sent  out  of  the  castle  to 
Randall*  aado^er  j^acjBS  )»el0hging  torHhe  ''king,-  it  is  firobable 
^iii^  party  ~Q)ight  be  sent  out  for  this  purpose,  and  l^fiag  aU 
teckmi.  before' tKe>  had  cleared  the  enemy's  works,  jmvot  o%er« 
9Sf^Pf^  by  i^uinbert;  mi  the  fact  not  being  known  to  Idr*: 
l£akc^  tiUsome  tiote  aftei«.iic  fitt^.io  ^ca  iU  ;,^^;  ;^   ^ 
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bfattaclcing  the  enemy  and  seizing  tHe  cattle. 
A  body  of  horse  bommlt'nded  by  CapL^*  Beale  and 
CbfnelT' 'Speight;  and  another  :df  infantry,  under 
Majbrsi  Bland  and  Dinnts,  sallied  forth  and  com^ 
j)teidjr  effected,  their  design,,  seizing  all  the  cat* 
tie,  and  returning  to  the  castle  without  the  least 


About  an  hour  after  this  the ;  b0siegers  re* 
ceived  a  reinforcement  of  six  hundred  Scotch 
fioi%  )and.  fool,  under' the !  command  of  CoK 
Montgomery;  ^  The  sufpply  the  garrison  had  jusl 
obtained  was  very  seasonable,  as^  they  ^  were  now 
completely,  beleaguered.  They  gave  the  Scotch 
a  wmm.  Teception'  oh  iheir  arrival,*  keeping 
up  a  heavy  fire  from  the  castle,  by  which 
several  ^ererltilled,  and-^  among  these  were  Capt, 
Hamilton,  and  other  officers. 
'  This  being  »tbte  niarket^ay  thie  besiegers 
drew  oiit 'a  .considerable  body  of  cavalry  and 
musketeers,  on  Baghill,  to  protect  4he  butchers 
and  others  coming^-i^o  t&e  tom^  and'  to  prevent 
the  garrison  obtaining  a  supply  of.  fresh  provi- 
sfODs;.  but  thef  be»eged  by  a  well  directed  fire 
from  the  towers,  obliged  them^  to  disperse,  and 
tjaitrtbcii!  station.    : 

A  party^^i3f^t,he  Scotch  fropi  Morikhill  lined 
the  hedges^  and  assaulted  the  musketeers,  sent 
from  the  garrison  to  protect  the  cattle  whilst 
grazing,  'bM'-were  repolsed/  ■  ^ 

On  nbe  following  iljQr  the.  besieged  set  fire 
to  the  lower  .side  of  MonkhiUj  and'  at  three  dif- 
ferent time^opnipelled. the  ^enemy  toj-etreat  from 
their  works; 'cNonsonsicterable  advantage  was  ob- 
tained,-notr  did  the  enemy  siififef  materially  in 
thescT rencoifmres**;     "    '  .-..:. 

^  pEAKs't  MS.    0»  the  same  day  three  privates  dti« 
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'  On  Sunday  the  20th  the  Scotch  fired  the 
upper  part  of  Monkhill,  and  began  entrench- 
inents  from  Bbridgate  Mill  tows^rds  their  barri- 
cades, Qt  Cherry  Orchard  Head;  and  from 
thence  raised  several  strong  worfa  to  the  top  of 
Mohkhill. 

The  besieged,  in  order  to  annoy  the  enemy 
on  BaghiU,  began  to  raise  a  mount  within  the 
barbican,  where  they  intended  to  plant  the  only 
Jarge  iron  cannon  of  which  they  were  possessed  *. 
The  besiegers  perceiving  their  design,  continued 
a  steady  fire  against  the  men  employed  in  ma« 
king  the  platform.  On  this  and  the  following 
day  the  work  was^  notwithstanding,  carried  on 
and  completed. 

The  besieged  fired  several  cannon  on  this 
day,  one  of  which  shot  through  the  enemy's 
barricades,  behind  the  School-house,  and  as  there 
were  many,  men  there,  it  is  supposed  it  did 
great  execution. 

By  some  mistake,  the  Scotch  run  to  arms, 
and  taking  a  party  of  their  own  men  for  cava- 
liers, fired  upon  them,  and  killed  a  major^  be- 
fore their  mistake  was  discovered. 

The    Scotch    continued   to    strengthen    their 

played  their  courage,  by  sallying  forth  up  Grange  Lane,  and 
attacking  the  Scotch  in  their  works  at  the  top  of  it,  and  com- 
|ieliing  them  to  retreat. 

*  There  was  found  in  the  park  closes  about  fou^een  years 
ago,  a  ball  weighing  fifty«eight  pounds  and  upwards;  and  as 
it  must  have  been  diminished  by  time,  it  could  not  have  weighed 
less  originally  than  sixty  pounds.  Tlie  ball  is  now  in  the  possession 
bf  Mr.  Mitton,  of  Spittle  Hardwick.  Whethet  this  was  the 
caliber  of  the  cannon  in  the  castle,  or  of  one  possessed  by 
^  besiegers,  is  not  certain.  There  have  been  many  balls 
found  in  and  near  the  towii,  of  the/weight  of  forty  pounds. 


yrorksy  but  did  nofc  es^^ieiid  them  further;  *  afnd 
pnihe  vigbt  of  the  23d  mstfcfaedatv  ay  through 
the  park,,  qnd  wf re  replaced*,  by  troops^  com- 
manded by.  Sir  J.  Seville. 

From  this  tiitie  the  besiegers  regularly  brought 
up  purties  to  Baghill»  which  wer6  posted  be* 
hipd  th^  hedges,  and  in  the  trenches,  and  kept 
a  constant. watch  on  the  garrison^  and  when  oppor* 
tuuity  offered,,  they  .poured  in  their  shot,  which 
the  besieged  ii^  hke  mannqr  returned.  •  In  these 
attacks  inany  lives  w^rci  lost  on  both  sides;  but 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  bcjsieged  were  ever 
able.  tQ  sally  .beyond  the  enemy's  vvorks,  so  that 
from  this  period  they  were  completely  surrounded. 

On  receiving  intelligence  that  the  king  had 
raised.th^^ siege  .of  Chester^  and  obtained  some 
advantages  qver  his  enemies,  the  besieged  begad 
to  indulge  tl^e  hope  that  they  should  be  again 
speedily  relieved.  What  gave  strength  to  this 
hope,  was  the  infunnation  which .  a  woman, 
taken  by  Belwether,  imparted.  This  ;  woman 
assertcsd  that  the  besiegers  would  remain  only 
two  or  threte  d^ys  longer  before  the  castle,  and 
that  the  troops  of  the  parliament  would  be  coU 
lected  together)  to  wait  the  approach  of  the 
royal  ^nny.  Though  this  information  was  tfue 
as  far, as  respected  Chester,  the  conchision  drawn 
from  it  was  never  re^^lized.  The  expectation  of 
the  b^ieged  was  whqlly  disappointed  by  the 
disasters  which  befel  the  royal  army. 

The  .besiegers  received  a  reinforcement '  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  on  tlie  26th.  They 
came  by  way  of  Ferrybridge  to  the  New  Hall, 
where  they  kept  a  very  strong  guard.  In  thd 
aight  they.  .sen(  oi^  buodredintea  from  the>up« 


per  towAtlnMBafiiiyi  MPfxim  they  threw  up  a  trendi. 
"^bUe  the  besiegers  were  thus  employed  in  pre* 
paring  for  theii*  own  M!Ctirity;^thfe '-'Besieged  sal- 
lied forth  in  strong  parties  to'  prev^tit  the  ac« 
complishineht  of  their  design.  Abbut^^ixty  men, 
commanded  by  Capt.  Smith;  and  Lieot.  Saville, 
sallied  out  of  ^willington  tbiil«r»  up  Northgate, 
where  they  greatly  alarmed  the'  eiiemy^  who 
beat  to  arms,  both  in '  ihk  town  itA  through 
all  their  tren(^hes.  A  brisK  fire  was  ft8pt  up  on 
both  sides  for  about  half  ati  hour/^ithd  the  be^ 
sieged  ffetreated  'witHoilt '^any'lois.-^"  Another 
party  sallied  oiit  of  thfe  ejfet  ^tfe  irf^he  same 
time,  and  dr(>ye  the  besiegers  frbm  tlJSr  sentries 
to  their  works,'  nebr  the  Ni?w  Hkll*/^"'  '^ 

The  besiegers  carried  otf  Aei^^drtfs  on  Bag* 
hill,  and  kepi  about^  <me  hundred  musketeers 
stationed  there,  who  wier*'  r€^rarl/-r€lieved  by 
the  same  number  froih  the  il)if>ei^'%own.  So 
vigilant  were  the  besiegers  db  fikgfaUI,  and  so 
vigorous  and  constant  their  ifire,  thai  the  be* 
sieged  were  closely  tjottfitied;  nor  "iJouW  they 
send  out  their  cattle  td  graze  with6tit  extreme 
danger;  •  ;i^~ 

The  garrison'  now  hi^pti  to  snlfer^^many  pri- 
vations, and  fresh  meat  was  considered  a  great 
luxury.  On  the  «7th  sdhie* bfth6 'besieged  see^ 
ing  three  hogs,  which'  had  Slrayed' down  to  the 
Broad  Lane  end,  rush&d  out' if  tKS  barbican, 
and  at  the  hazard  of  th^ir  lives,  drote'^them  into 
Ihe  castle.  Tliis  incident  shewis  more  clearly 
than  any  language  the  State  of  thie  '^rrison. 

During  the  night' the  en^my^  employed  one 
hundred  men  in  compl^ting^  (He  trenches  on 
Baghill,    and  on  the  fdlldwjng  mdhiiiig^  these 


were  relief i^  l^yione  hupdred  and  fifty  from  the 
town,  who  Qqntinued  at  tbe^saaae  work  through 
the  whole, of  th?  day.   ,i     , , 

A  pftrtyi  of  the  b^j^egers*  horse :  drew  up 
about  nooiH.  W^d  .Qiarched  through  the  park  to 
Ferrybridge.;  on  seeing  w^hich  a  number  of  bold 
and  resolute,,inen  rushed  out  of  the, cattle,  with- 
out any  co9iniander».  and-  bravely  a^ssaulted  a 
troop  under.Sif:  J.;  Saviile;,  gave  an  alarni  to 
their  guard  at  .the  .New  Hall,  and  having  killed 
aud  wounded  as  many  of  the  enemy  as  equalled 
their  wbole  nuoQiber,  th^y  retreated  with  safety 
to  the  castle. 

Duri(|g  the  ^njght  of  the  26th  tlie  besiegers 
employe^  at  Ipaist  fhree  hundred,  men  on  their 
intrenchjQi^ts  ,,at  BagliilU  .The^  next  porning* 
the  garriaon,  to  ,. preserve  some  of  their  cattle 
alive,  v^i^^re^  to  send  a  few  of  them  to  graze 
around  ^Q^castlc;.  but,.tbe  eneniy's  works  being 
Qow  90  ,^il^  they  were  soon  compelled  to  drive 
them  back^  with,  the  loss  of  one  cow  and  two 
horses.  ,./     ^.        ,  . :        v. 

The  goverttor,  hearing  nothing  '  satisfactory 
of  the  king!s  affaiirs,  and  .pei^eiving  the  increa- 
smg  foijCf.,  of  the  enemy,  jCame  to  a  resolution 
to  send^urj.pf  jiis  ofl^cers  to  Newark,  Jto  inform 
his  M ajej^y-.  of  tjbe.  state  of  the  garrison,  and 
to  obtaijt^  if  pos«tible,  relief.  In  the  night  of 
the  29t4.^he,four^office.rs  departed  from  the  cas- 
tle, attep^ed .  by  ?  tjyenty ,  musketeers,  who  at* 
tad^  tbe«  enemy  .i)p  Northgat^,  while  their 
friends  p^(ied  fori^rd  and   cleared  their  lines. 

On  ^ei  ^OtjjL '  the  ^besiegers  relieved  thefr 
guard  on  BaghilJ,^  with  one  hundred  and  fifty 
mea  at  feast,  and.  through  tt^  whole  of  the  day. 
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a  heavy  fire  was  kept  up  on  both  sides.-  The 
besieged  had  one  horse  killed  in  the  barbican, 
and  the  enemy  had  several  tnen  killed  and 
wounded  by  tte  musketry  from  the  round  tower. 
During  the  night  the  besiegers  burnt  a  house, 
called .  Hilihalt  house,  occupiec^  by  one  Oales, 
on  Monkhill;  and  another  small  house  near  the 
castle  walls.  The  poor  inhabitants  were  thus 
expelled  from  their  cottages;  and  at' this  unhap- 
py period  were  not  only  exposed  alternately 
to  the  rapateity  of  the  besiegers  arid  the  besieged, 
but  compelled  to  seek'  a  peaceable  abode  else- 
where. 

The  •  1st  of  May  the  enemy  relieved  their 
guard  on  Baghill,  and  began  to  erect  a'  strong 
triangular  work,'  which  they  walled  with  stone 
and  filled  with  earth.  The  besieged  planted  their 
cannon  against  this  work,  and  by  a  well-directed 
shot  greatly  annoyed  the  enemy.  Wthin  the 
work  the  officers  and  men  were  regaling  them- 
selves •  with  ale,  but  on  the  discharge  of '  the 
cannon  they  betook  themselves  to  their  deep 
trenches.    *  ,   .,  . 

Several  sallies  were  made  by  small  parties 
against  the  besiegers  at  Monkhill;  and  as  these 
parties  were  covered '  by  the  fire  of  the  castle, 
their  loss  was  commonly  much  inferior  to  tha^ 
of  the  enfemy.  The  troops  of  Sir  J,  Saville 
were  this  day  several  times  driven  from  their 
works,  with  the  loss  of  sonte  killed  and  more 
wounded.  In  the  afterno6n  three  of  the  garrison, 
without  orders,  issued  forth  against  the  enemy. 
They  gave  fire  freely,  and  displayed  the  greatest 
personal  courage  and  resolution.  They  tehtinued 
their  assault^  tUl  the  ^nemy  be«faii'to  c61lect. 
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when  they  retreated,  exposed  to  their  fire.  One 
of  them,  Nathaniel  Sutton,  a  barber,  was  shot 
through  the  shoulder  into  the  body,  and  in* 
stantly  fell.  Another,  Capt.  Dent,  was  wounded, 
receiving  a  fracture  in  the  skull,  but  recover- 
ed again.  A  ball  entered  the  doublet  and  grazed 
up  the  back  of  the  thirds  who  had  stooped 
to  avoid  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  by  which  his 
life  was  preserved. 

The  enemy  cut  down  branches  of  trees, 
and  made  blinds  at  the  ends  of  their  work  on 
Baghill,  where  they  placed  a  long  drake,  belong- 
ing to  Sir  J.  Sa villa's  troops^,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  opened  a  fire  on  the  castle,  but 
after  having  fired  about  eight  times  it  was  re- 
moved again.  The  besiegers  lost  in  killed  and 
wounded  this  day  near  twenty  men;  and  the 
besieged  had  one  man  shot  in  the  head,  who 
instantly  expired.  They  also  suffered  a  loss 
in  one  of  their  oxen,  which  the  enemy  shot 
whilst  grazing;  but  a  party  from  the  castle  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  it  off". 

On  the  3d  there  was  little  firing  on  either 
side.  The  enemy  kept  close  in  their  trenches, 
and  the  besieged,  in  the  castle.  The  latter 
however  were  more  straitened,  and  the  loss  they 
sustained  from  the  destruction  of  their  cattle 
l>egan  to  be  more  severely  felt.  They  had  two 
oxen  and  a  mare  shot  on  this  day,  but  secured 
the  carcases. 

A  deserter  fled  into  the  castle,  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  and  gave  the  besieged  information 
respecting  the  state  and  numbers  of  the  enemy. 
A  number  of  royalists  who  had  been  taken  pri- 
soners, near  Newark,  were  brought  to  Ponxefract, 
D  d  * 
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and   exchanged    for   an    equal    number  of   the 
enemy  within  the  castle. 

On  the  5th,  and  some  following  days,  the 
enemy  relieved  their  guard  on  Baighill,  with  not 
more  than  thirty  or  forty  men,  and  from  this 
part  of  their  works  there  was  very  little  firing. 
On  Monkhill  they  made  ways  through  ail  tlie 
houses  which  they  had  burnt,  till  they  came  to 
one  which  had  been  occupied  by  a  widow  Tup- 
man,  where  they  kept  their  centries,  and  from 
whence  they  continued  a  constant  fire.'  From 
their  works  in  Paradise  Orchard,  in  the  Trinities, 
and  from  Alderman  Lunn's  and  Rusby's  houses, 
they  continued  a  heavy  and  vigorous  fire  against 
the  round  tower,  and  the  north  part  of  the 
castle,  which  the  besieged  returned,  and  partial 
losses  were  sustained  on  both  sides. 

Having  in  a  measure  rested  on  their  arms 
for  a  few  days,  on  the  9th  each  party  recom- 
menced a  strong  and  galling  fire.  The  besieged 
shot  an  officer  and  one  soklier  at  their  works, 
at  the  top  of  Broad  Lane.  The  name  of  the  officer 
was  Capt.  Coulartes.  The  besiegers,  in  order  to 
complete  their  lines,  about  four  o'clock  in.  the 
afternoon,  set  fire  to  several  houses  and  barns 
in  different  parts  of  the  town.  From  North* 
gate  towards  Micklegate,  they  set  on  fire  two 
barns,  which  were  joined  together,  the  one  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Shilito,  the  mayor,  and  the 
other  to  Mr.  Batley.  From  thence  they  pro-^ 
ceeded  in  consuming  all  the  houses  aud  malt* 
houses,  till  they  reached  Micklegate,  amongst 
which  were  several  excellent  buildings;  particu- 
larly one  newly  erected,  belonging  to  Mr.  Bat- 
ley.    They  then  crossed  the  street^  and  set  fire 
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to  Alderman  Wilkinson's  house.  The  fire  of 
these  bouses  and  barns^  raged  with  violence  du- 
ring  the  whole  of  the  night ;  and  the  besieged 
fired  several  cannon  mto  the  town,  which  did 
considerable  execution^  and  added  to  the  horror 
of  the  scene. 

The  .besiegers  had  suffered  much  from  the 
sallies  .  of  the  besieged  from  Swillington  tower. 
They  now  determined  to  confine  the  garrison 
by  the  erection  of  strong  works  on  Monkhill. 
Having  once  formed  the  resolution,  they  soon 
carried  it  into  execution.  The  work  was  in  the 
form  of  a  half-moon  6r  crescent,  and  while  it 
afforded  protection  to  the  besiegers,  it  consider* 
ably  annoyed  the  besieged.  If  they  made  a 
sallj  up  Northgate  they  were  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  the  enemy,  from  Monkhill  5  and  the  most 
determined  valour  of  the  besieged  was  unavailing^ 

It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  what  human  na« 
tnre  can  ehdure,   when  supported   by  the   plea- 
sing deluiion  of  hope,  or  animated  by  the  energy 
of  a  party  spirit.    The  more  men  suffer  in  the 
cause   they    have  espoused,    the    stronger  their 
attachmait  frequently  becomes;   the  importance 
or  glory'  of  the   cause  is    thought   sufficient  to 
justify  all    the   sacrifices  they   make,   or  all  the 
sufferings  they  indure  in  its  support.    The  truth 
of  this   remark  i^    established   by  the    spirit    of 
the  garrison  on  the  evening  of  the  l^th.     While 
recounting  their  deeds  of  valour,  and  conversing 
on  the  cause    they   had  hitherto    maintained,   a 
general  enthusiasm  was  enkindled;  and  not  hav- 
ing any  more  reviving  liquors,  they  drew  water 
from  the  new  well,  and  drank  the  health  of  the 
king,  and  of  all  his  good  friends.  They  pledged  one 
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another,  and  .engaged  to  be  faithful,  and  hold 
out  the  castle  to  the  last  extremity.  On  recei- 
ving these  pledges,  they  rent  the  air  with  shouts 
and  halloos.  The  besiegers,  on  hearing  the  noise 
of  rejoicing,  run  to  their  arms,  drew  up  their 
horse,  and  doubled  their  guards,  supposing  that 
either  a  vigorous  sally  would  be  made,  or  that 
the  garrison  had  received  some  good  news.  Tlie 
tattoo  in  the  castle,  at  length  relieved  the  ene- 
my from  their  fears,  and  the  night  passed  in 
tranquillity. 

The  following  day  a  strong  fire  was  kept 
up  on  both  sides.  The  besiegers  had  two  killed 
and  several  wounded.  The  loss  they  daily  sus- 
tained, made  them  keep  close  within  their 
trenches;  and  they  rarely  made  their  appearance 
unless  when  they  relieved  their  guards.  The 
besieged  observed  the  enemy  send  oflf  toward 
Ferrybridge  three  or  four  waggons  loaded  with 
goods,  which  led  them  to  believe  that  they  were 
preparing  to  depart.  What  strengthened  their  be- 
lief v^^as,  that  on  the  following  day  the  enemy 
drove  a  considerable  number  of  sheep  and  cat- 
tle the  same  road ;  but  it  was  afterwards  found, 
that  these  were  sent  to  York,  for  supplying  the 
troops  there  with  victuals.  The  garrison  on 
this  day  were  deprived  for  a  season  of  the  ser- 
vices of  Cornet  Thurley,  who,  while  standing 
in  the  Barbican,  was  wounded  hy  a  shot  in 
the  arm. 

The  enemy  received  a  reinforcement  of  a 
troop  of  horse  from  Doncaster,  which  joined 
the  main  guard  at  the  New  Hall.  The  whole 
of  the  enemy's  horse  was  afterwards  drawn  up 
in  the  park;  and  their  number  appeared  consir 
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derable.  The  losses  the  besiegers  sustained  were 
soon  made  up  by  the  arrival  of  fresh  troops, 
while  the  garrison  was  gradually  diminished  in 
numbers,  and  still  more  weakened  by  the  pri- 
vations they  suffered. 

On  the  lAth  a  party  fit>m  the  castle  sallied 
out  of  the  east  gate  to  the  low  church,  in  order 
to  obtain  some  wood  for  firing.  Two  lieute- 
nants of  the  enemy  observed  them,  but  before 
they  could  retreat,  or  bring  up  any  of  their 
own  men  to  their  assistance,  they  were  at- 
tacked, and  Lieutenant  Thompson,  after  being 
wounded,  was  taken  and  brought  a  prisoner 
into  the  castle.  About  two.  hours  afterwards  a 
drum  was  sent  to  propose  an  exchange  of  Mr. 
Thompson  for  an  officer  of  the  same  rank, 
who  was  a  prisoner  at  Cawood,  About  twelve 
o'clock  at  night  Bel  wether,  who  had  been 
sent  to  Newark  seven  days  before,  returned 
and  brought  letters  from  his  majesty  containing 
joyful  news.  As  the  king  had  now  a  re- 
spectable army,  and  was  pushing  forward  into 
the  southern  counties,  where  it  was  conceived 
he  would  possess  a  decided  superiority,  it  is  pro- 
bable the  letters  received  had  a  reference  to  this 
subject. 

The  news  the  garrison  received  inspired  them 
with  fresh  courage,  and  on  the  following  day  a 
vigorous  sally  was  made  to  Monkhill,  and  the 
eneray  were  driven  from  their  works  to  their 
main-guard,  at  New  Hall.  Another  party  at- 
tacked the  work  below  the  old  church,  on  per- 
ceiving which,  the  enemy  drew  about  thirty 
men  from  the  barn  in  the  grange,  arid  com- 
menced   a    brisk    fire    upon  them.     The    party 
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from  'th0  castle  relired  tQ  a  dose  and  thick 
orchard,  from  \^ience  ihey  returned  the  .  fire 
for  near  half  an  hour,  and  then  retreated  into 
the  castle.  In  the  night  another  party  issued 
from  the  castle^  intending  to  destroy  a  r\e\v 
Work  the  enemy  had  rarsed  at  the  bottom 
of  the  abbey  closes.  The  besiegers  had  by  some 
means  received  information  of  their  design,  and 
had  lined'  all  the  hedges  with  infantry;  so  that 
the  moment  the  party  from  the  garrison  sallied 
out,  they  were  exposed  to  a  brisk  and  heavy 
fire.  They  returned  the  fire  for  some  time  with 
spirit,  and  then  retreated  in  safety,  haying  only 
two  men  slightly  wounded.  It  was  supposed 
that  a  wcnnan,  who,  had  gone  oat  of  the  cas* 
tie,  had  given  intelligence  of  their  intended  at- 
tack, and  thCis  frustrated  their  intentions. 

Thd  next  day  the  besiegers  had  one  man 
shot  from  the  round  tower,  in  the  market-place; 
and  the  besieged:  suffered  a  similar  loss  of  a 
man,  who  was  going  out .  of  Swillingtoa  tower.. 
A  drfammer  was  sent  from  the  town,  and  a 
trnmpeter  from  the  Lord  Montgomery's  brother, 
to  the  castle.  The  latter  was  ordered  to  the 
governor's  chamber,  and  after  a  stay  of  lialf  an 
hour  was  sent  back.  He  informed  the  besieged 
that'  the  parliamentary  troops  did  not  exceed 
eight  thousand  men,  in  all  the  surrounding  country. 

•On  Sunday  the  ISth,  after  attending  prayer, 
and  sermon  in  the  castle,  the  governor  ordered 
all  tlie  men  to  their  arms.  Old  Major  Warde 
was  sent  to  the  niount  in  the  barbican  to  cratch 
the  towers,  that  none  might  make  any  signal 
with  hat,  hand,  or  handkerchief,  or  spy  other 
thing,   to   give  the   enemy   notice  of  their   pro- 
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ceedings.  Capt.  Smithy  Capt,  Flood,  Ensiga 
Killingbeck,  and  Sergt.  Barton,  went  first  over 
the  drawbridge  towards  Monkhill.  Capt.  Smith, 
with  thirty  men,  went  up  Denwell  Lane,  to 
tlie  outworks  at  the  back  of  Monkhill,  and  hav- 
ing beat  the  enemy  from  thence,  scoured  the 
trenches  to  the  lowest  work,  Capt.  Flood  anfl 
Ensign  Kiliingbeck  charged  up  the  High  Street 
to  Monkhill  top,  where  they  fired  the  houses 
and  demolished  the  works  of  the  enemy,  and 
were  joined  by  Capt,  Smith  and  his  party. 
Another  party,  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Munroe,  Ensign  Otway,  and  Sergt.  Coupland, 
consisting  of  seventy  men,  sallied  out  by  the 
old  church  to  the  lowest  works  of  the  enemy* 
and  beat  them  from  thence,  leaving  set  fire  to 
an  adjoining  house,  they  charged  up  the  lane  to 
the  grange  barn,  and  there  found  several,  who 
were  sat  after  their  dinner  drinking  healths  to 
the  upper  house  of  parliament;  these  were  in- 
stantly attacked,  and  every  man  slain.  They 
next  proceeded  towards  Monkhill,  and  joined 
the  other  parties  at  Cherry-Orchai'd  head,  near 
New  Halk  Lieut.  Gilbreth,  Lieut.  Willowby 
and  Lieut.  Warde,  with  seventy  men,  were  sta- 
tioned at  the  low  church,  and  Major  Warde 
and  Lieut.  Favell,'  with  forty  men,  lined  the 
walls  in  the  low  barbican.  These  formed  a  corps 
de  reserve,  designed  to  assist  their  friends  ^  in 
case  the  enfemy  had  marched  to  the  aid  of  their 
companions,  either  from  the  town  or  from  Bag- 
hill.  The  different  parties  succeeded  in  every 
direction,  and  being  all  united,  near  the  New- 
Hall,  charged  tlie  enemy  at  the  very  gates, 
and  drove  ^them  from  all  their  trenchea  over  St. 
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Thomas'  Hill,  towards  Ferrybridge.  In  this  at* 
tack  the  enemy  lost  about  sixty  men  killed,  and 
as  many  vvonndcd. 

The  party  from  the  castle,  on  their  return, 
seized  the  hats,  arms,  &c.  of  those  they  had  slain. 
They  likewise  rifled  their  pockets,  and  as  their 
own  pay  was  much  in  arrear,  the  little  they  ob- 
tained atTorded  a  seasonable  supply.  They 
brought  also  into  the  castle  a  quantity  of  swords, 
muskets,  halberts,  drums,  saddles,  spades,  &a 
and  in  every  trench  was  found  a  bag  of  pow*- 
der  and  some  match  which  had  been  left  by 
those  who  fled.  The  garrison  lost  in  this  sally 
Cornet  Blackley,  a  brave  and  enterprizing  oflicer, 
and  had  one  man  wounded,  and  another  taken 
prisoner.  In  th^  evening  the  enemy  sent  two 
waggons  loaded  with  the  wounded  to  Feriybridge. 

The  loss  the  besiegers  had  sustained  checked 
their  ardor  and  abated  their  courage.  The  fol- 
lowing day  they  lay  close  in  their  trenches, 
and  scarce  one  man  appeared.  The  besieged 
encouraged  by  the  success  of  the  preceeding 
day,  raised  great  shouts  from  the  towers,  and 
by  crying  out  a  "  prince,  a  prince,"  alarmed 
the  enemy,  who  fetched  up  their  horses  from 
grass,  saddled  them  and  drew  up  in  Grange 
Lane.  A  strong  party  came  from  the  town  to 
Baghill,  and  another  to  New-Hall,  to  strengthen 
their  guards  there.  During  these  movements 
the  besieged  shot  several  of  the  enemy. 

The  besiegers  had  their  losses  soon  repaired 
by  the  arrival  of  considerable  reinforcements, 
both  of  foot  and  horse.  They  came  from  Fer- 
rybridge by  a  circuitous  march,  under  the  hill 
from  Darrington   to  the  West  Field,  and  from 


HISTORY  OP  PONTEPRACT.  209 

thence  into  the  park.  The  besie^fed  had  their 
eye  upon  all  their  motions,  and  fired  their  can- 
non  from  Treasurer's  tower  against  thetn.  The 
shot  killed  two  men,  and  the  rest  marched  off 
behind  the  oark  ridge,  where  they  abode.  The 
fire  of  muketry  from  the  round  tower  annoyed 
the  enemy  in  their  works  at  Baghill,  and  several 
fell  there. 

The  2ht  being  a  very  rainy  day,  both 
parties  contmued  quiet  till  the  afternoon.  A 
small  party  of  the  besieged  went  to  the  low 
church  to  obtain  wood,  and  the  enemy  imme- 
diately opened  a  vigorous  fire  in  all  directions 
iipon  them,  which  compelled  them  to  retreat 
without  accomplishing  their  object.  At  the 
same  time  about  five  hundred  men,  with  drums 
beating  and  colours  flying,  marched  through,  the 
lower  part  of  the  park,  in  single  files,  to  the  New 
Hall,  to  relieve  their  guards  there.  .  The  troops 
commanded  by  Sir  J.  SaviJle,  since  their  arri* 
Tal,  had  been  kept  on  constant  duty.  They  had 
scarce  ever  enjoyed  a  night^s  repose,  and  suf-* 
fered  severely  by  the  different  sallies  the  garri- 
son had  made.  They  now  quitted  the  danger- 
ous post  they  had  for  some  time  occupied^ 
and  in  the  evening  marched  into  the  town, 
where  they  found  the  repose  and  refreshments 
nature  demanded. 

The  governor  received  letters  from  his  Ma- 
jesty and  Sir  M.  Langdale  on  the  22d,  con- 
veying the  pleasing  information  that  a  royal 
army  was  advancing  for  the  relief  of  the  castle. 
On  receiving  this  intelligence  the  expectation  of 
the  garrison  was  raised,  and  they  accompanied 
their  friends  coming  to  their  assistance  '^  with-, 
s  e  * 


hearty  desires  and'  earnest  prayers  for  aproBper- 
ous.  bliessing  upon  their  endeavoiirs."  One  Han- 
son also  arrived  from  Sandal  castle  in  the  night, 
confirming  this  information. 

Whether  the  king,  at  this  period,  had  any 
real  intention  of  sending  a  part  of  his  troops  to 
taise  the  siege:  of  the  castles  of  Pontefract  and 
Sandal,  or  whether  the  letters  sent  were  only 
designed  to  raise  the  hopes  of  the  gahrison,  and 
eqconrage  them  to  a  vigorous  defence,  till  op- 
poiiuuity  occurred  of  affording  them  effectual 
as&istance,  is  not  certain  $  but  the  latter  ap- 
pears most  probable,  as  the  king  was  now 
inarching  with  all   his  forces  into  Leicestersiiire. 

On  the  following  day  the  enemy  kq>t  up 
their  fire  from  Baghill  against  the  castle,  but 
did  no  execution.  The  besieged  received  infor- 
mation from  Skipton  Castle  and  Latham  Hall, 
that  these  places  which  had  been  reduced  t« 
the  greatest  distress  for  win t  of  provisions^  had 
been  happily  relieved,  and  had  obtained  a  supply 
of  sixty  head  of  cat*tle  and  other  necessaries.-  On 
the  same  day  there  came  into. the  castle,  one  Bhig- 
bourn,  a  clothier,  and  another  tenant  of  Major 
Beaumont's,  who  rejoiced  much  at  the  welfare  of 
their  landlord*  The  garrison  considered  this  as  a 
favourable  sfgn,  that  they  should  soon  be  relieved, 
as  these  tenants  evidently  came  to  regain  the 
the  favour  of  their  Ismdlord,  in  case  anch  an 
event  should  restore  him  to  his  estates  aud 
liberties.  :In  the  night  a  fire  was'  made  9a. the 
top  of  Sandal  Castle, :  which  was  aaswered  by 
one  from  Pootefiuct  Castle,  by  which  it  was.con- 
sidered.  that  good  .  news  liad  been  received. 
The  governor  received  information  that  the  gar*- 
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rison  in  Scarboro'  Castle  bad  made  a  vigorous 
and  successful  sally>  in  which  the  be^gers  had 
lost  three  hundred  roeo^  apd  tha,t.  all  their  can- 
non had  been  spiked;. 

The  24tb,  a<«  early  as  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,,  the  bidsi^gers.  commenced  a  dreadful 
fire  against  the  roui)4  totwer,  which  continued 
for  the  greatest  p^t..of  tb0  day.  't  was  sup- 
posed :tbey  were ,  irriva^ed  On  aoppunt  of  the 
fire  the.beaieged  bad  kii|d|ed..on  the  round  tower 
the  preceeding  night,  and  tbe  joy  they  disco* 
vered  •  oa  receiving  intelligence  Of  his  Majesty's 
sucoess..  The  besieged;  were  in  suspense^  Itnd 
did  not  know .  whether  the  enemjr  were  now 
preparing  to  take  %h^  castle,  by  storroi  before 
the  army  of  the  .  king  came  up  to  their  assist- 
ance ;  I  they  however. .  resolved,  in  case  of  such 
an  attempt*  U>  defend  it  as  long,  as  possible, 
and  to  surrender   it  only  with  their  lives. 

On. this  .day  a  poor  woman*  who  was  gap 
therittg  potjierbs, .  Was  woMnded  in  the  thigh  by 
a  shot  of>  the  enemyi  but  .not. dangerously. '  In 
the  afternoon,  four  men  from  the  castle  went 
down  to  the  old ,  churph^  where  a  small  party 
of  the  enemy  were  stationed.  They  did  not 
wait  the  attack,  but  all  shamefully  fled  except 
one  lieutenant,  who  threw  stones  at  them  so  fast 
that  for  some  time  ihejr.  were  hot  able  to 
enter*  At  length  one  Thomas  Lowther,  a  bold 
and  courageous  soldier,  closed  in  upon  the  lieu* 
teMRt,  and  would  have  taken  him  prisoner,  had 
he  Bol  •  been  at  that  moment  wounded  by  a 
shot  in  the  leg,  which  the  enemy  perceiving 
hastened  to  take  him,  but  his  three  pompanions 
with  much  difficulty  brought  him  to  the  castle^ 
where  he  suffered  amputation  and  recovered. 
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The  besieged  received  letters  this  day,  in- 
forming them  that  the  army  of  the  king  which 
consisted  of  fifteen  thousand  men  was  divided, 
and  that  one  half,  under  the  command  of  Prince 
Maurice,  was  marching  to  rai?e  the  seige  of 
Carlisle,  and  the  other  under  his  Majesty,  was 
coming  to  their  assistance. 

The  enemy  continued  their  fire  all  the  night, 
and  the  next  morning,  they  poured  in  whole  vol- 
lies,  from  every  quarter  against  the  castle.  They 
rent  the  air  with  crying,  a  Cromwell!  a  Crom- 
well !  They  had  received  intelligence  that  Crom- 
well was  marching  in  his  Majesty's  rear.  Thus  the 
hopes  of  each  party  were  alternately  encouraged, 
and  depressed.  The  besiegers  set  fire  to  two 
or  three  houses  in  Northgate,  and  to  the  water- 
mill  in  Bondgate,  together  with  a  few  other  houses. 
The  reason  of  this  severity  is  supposed  to  have 
been,  to  compel  the  inhabitants  to  pay  a  contri- 
bution, which  the  enemy  had  laid  upon  the  town, 
and  with  which  they   very  reluctantly  complied. 

On  the  26th,  being  Whitsun-Monday,  the 
great  gun  in  the  castle  was  removed  from  the 
mount  before  the  gates,  and  planted  on  the 
platform,,  without  the  upper  gates,  from  whence 
in  was  discharged  against  the  sentry  house,  near 
.Alderman  Kusby's;  the  shot  struck  the  house 
with  great  force,  and  from  forty  to  sixty  per- 
sons ran  out  in  great  consternation.  They  also 
planted  a  little  drake  on  Swillington  tower, 
which  they  played  against  the  enemy's  guard 
at  Paradise  orchard,   but  did  little  execution. 

On  this  day  a  man  called  W.  Tubb,  and  a 
boy,  along  with  many  others,  went  out  of  the 
castle  to   cut  grass  for  the  cattle,  and  impru* 
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dently  venturing  too  near  the  enemy,  the  boy 
was  wounded  by  a  ball,  which  entered  side-way 
his  mouth  and  went  through  his  cheek,  and  the 
man  was  taken  prisoner.  The  enemy  perceiving 
that  he  was  an  ignorant  clown,  gave  him  ale 
till  he  was  nearly  iuioxicated,  and  then  tried  to 
obtain  from  him  an  account  of  the  number  of 
the  garrison,  the  quantity  of  their  ammunition, 
provision,  &c.  but  be  either  gave  an  exaggerated 
account,  or  evaded  the  questions  put  to  him, 
and  as  they  were  conveying  him  to  their  prin- 
cipal guard'house,  at  New-Hall,  he  slipt  from 
them  and  regained  the  castle. 

The  besieged  on  the  27th  played  their  can- 
non against  the  enemy's  trendies,  near  Mr. 
ftusby's,  and  at  Mr,  Oates'  house  in  the  Mar- 
ket-place. One  of  the  enemy,  whilst  carelessly 
walking  on  Primrose  Close,  under  Baghill,  and 
smoaking  his  pipe,  was  killed  by  a  musket  shot 
from  the  castle.  A  poor  lit.le  girl,  who  was 
feeding  a  cow  under  Swillington  tower,  was 
wounded  by  the  enemy  in  the  thigh,  but  reco* 
vered. 

In  the  night  of  the  27th,  about  twelve  o'clock, 
Lieut.  Wheatley  arrived,  who  had  bean  sent  along 
with  Capt.  Washington,  a  few  days  before,  to 
Sandal  Castle.  He  had  brought  with  him  forty 
or  fifty  horse,  who  in  their  way  had  met  with 
two  of  the  enemy's  scouts,  taken  th&m  prisoners, 
and  brought  them  to  the  castle.  They  had  also 
met  with  one  hundred  and  twenty  or  thirty  head 
of  cattle,  which  they  had  driven  before  them, 
and  if  they  could  but  succeed  in  getting  them 
into  the  castle,  they  would  be  supplied  with 
provisions  for  some  time.    It  was  no  easy  thing. 
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to  efS^  this  on  account  of  the  enemy's  works 
and  strong  guards,  with  which  the  castle  was 
now  surrounded.  Necessity  prompted  the  gar« 
rison  to  make  the  attempt,  whatever  it  might 
cost  them,  or  whatever  might  be  the  event. 

Capt.  Wheatley  had  left  the  cattle  at  some 
distance,  while  he.  had  pushed  forward  with 
all  the  speed  of  his  horse  to  give  the  garrison 
information.  It  was  agreed  that  the  cattle 
;ihouId  be  brought  from  the.  Chequer  Field,  by 
way  of  Carletoq,  and  on  the  public  road  to  Bag* 
kHh  ^nd  that  when  they  came  near  he  should 
cry  out  a  prince!  a  prince!  to  arms!  to  arms. 
All  was  re^dy  in  the  castle  an  hour  before  the 
cattle  arrived.  At  length  they  arrived,  and 
Capt.  Wheatley  came  riding  as  &st  as  he  could, 
crying  a  prince!  a  prince!  to  arms!  to  arms. 
Some,  played  the  cannon  against  the  enemy's 
works%  and.  different  parties  sallied  forth  to  aid 
in  bringing  in  the  cattle  Capt.  Flood,  Capt. 
•f^gJchy,  and  Lieut.  Kiltingbeck,  with  fifty  mus- 
keteers were  sent  to  Baghill,  with  orders  not  to 
enter  the  enemy's  works,  but  to  remain  under 
the  hill-side,  and  keep  Up  a  constant  fire  upon 
them,  to  prevent  them  from  sallying  forth. 
Lieut.  Col.  Gilbreth,  Lieut.  Smith  and  Lieut. 
Warde  followed  them  up  the  hill,  with  forty 
musketeers,  to  the  enemy's  works  at  Primrose 
Close,  under  Baghill,  from  whence  they  soon 
compelled  them  to  retreat  to  their  strong  tren- 
ches on  Baghill.  Next  went  Capt.  Smith  and 
Lieut.  Ogleby,  with  thirty  'oiusketeers,  and  at- 
tacked the  enemy  at  Broad-Lane  end,  to  pre- 
vent tliem  from  affording  any  assistance  to  those 
QU  duty  at  Baghill.,  Another  party  under  the 
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command  of  Capt,  Mimroe,  Capt,  Barthrome, 
and  Sergt.  Barton  sallied  forth  from  thd  east 
gate  to  the  enemy^s  works  below  the  church, 
and  prevented  them  ffom  coming  from  Monk- 
hill,  or  New-Hall...  The  different  parties  having 
reached  tMr  stations,  and  fully  succeeded  ini 
checking  vthe  enemy,  Capt,  Joshua  Walker,  with 
about  twenty  snap-hanche^* ^  went  up  the  closes, 
on. the  south  side  of  the  low  church,  to  Bag- 
hill,  where  he  met  the  cattle.  The*  Sandal  men 
then  returned,  except  about  ten  who  assisted 
Capt.  Walker  to  drive  the  cattle  down  to  the  cas- 
tle«  Anxious  to  place  the  cattle  in  safety,  be- 
fore the  enemy  i^ould  collect  in  numbers  suffi-^ 
cient  to  prevent  it,  they  drove  them  down  the 
hill  with  such  haste,  that  they  lost  thirty  of 
forty,  whicT)  of  course  fell  into  the  hand. of  the 
enemy.  They  however  secured  the  possession 
of  ninety-seven,  which  would  enable  them  to 
hold  out  the  castle  for  some  time. 

The  cattle  having  reached  the  castle,  the 
dnims  beat  a  retreat,  and  all  the  different  par^ 
ties  of  the  garrison  returned  in  good  order,  with- 
out having  suffered  the  loss  of  a  man  killed, 
having  only  one  woundied. 

The  besieged  now  gave  verit  to  their  joy, 
for  having  obtained  such  essential  relief,  and  in 
a  manner  so  unexpected.  They  kindled  bonfires* 
on  the  tops  of  all  the  towers  In  the*  castle,  and 
commenced  a  heavy  fire  against  the  enemy's 
works. in  all  directions. 

The  orders  which  the  governor  had  given  to 

*  Snap-Hanches^  the  editor  has  been  informed,  is  a  term 
fenrerf  ftod  the' Irish,  and*  is  applied,  among  the  military, 
to  pttKmt  not  regularly  Irained  t<^  the  art  of  wan 
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the  different  parties,  demonstrated  his  pradence 
and  the  solidity  of  his  judgment.  Had  the  dif- 
ferent parties,  instead  of  keeping  the  enemy  ia 
check,  fallen  upon  them,  it  is  probable  they 
would  have  been  compelled  to  retreat,  and  thus 
have  failed  to  accomplish  their  design.  The 
men  whose  zeal  and  courage  were  not  always 
regulated  by  wisdom,  expressed  a  strong  desire 
to  attack  the  enemy,  and  their  commanders  had 
much  to  do  to  restrain  them;  they  however  did 
obey  orders,  and  to  this  circumstance  they, 
most  probably,  owed  their  success. 

The  besiegers  the  next  day  commenced  a 
heavy  fire  against  the  castle,  but  did  not  the 
least  injury  to  the  besieged.  They  seemed  to 
be  ashamed  of  their  conduct  on  tlie  past  nighty 
in  suffering  the  castle  to  be  fco  easily  relieved. 
They  informed  their  govenor,  Overton,  that  five 
hundrefl  men  had  escorted  the  cattle.  Fear,  as  it 
magnifies  danger,  often  multiplies  the  number 
of  an  enemy,  and  justifies  the  inactivity,  not 
to  say  cowardice,  of  those  under  it^  influence. 
The  besiegers  might  have  found  a  better  rea- 
son for  their  conduct  than  what  they  assigned. 
They  might  with  truth  have  said,  "  That  being 
ignorant  of  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  they 
judged  it  more  proper  to  remain  on  the  defen- 
sive, than  to  desert  their  lines,  and  expose 
themselves  wholly  to  their  fire." 

Overton,  the  governor,  sent  a  drum  and 
three  women,  who  were  owners  of  part  of  the 
cattle,  with  a  letter  to  Governor  Lowther,  either 
to  deliver  up  the  cattle,  or  make  composition 
for  them  in  money.  The  governor,  conceiving 
the  letter  to  be  an  insult>  as  it  was  writlea  in  a 
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peremptory  and  coimnandfiig^  ^He^  r€^1ied[/  If  .he 
could  take  the  castle^  he  .shoaU  have  the  rcattle^ 
otherwise  he  should  nbt'?have  the  iworst  beast 
brought  in,  under  forty  poaods; '       > 

In  the  night  the*  men  wb6  came  from  Sandal, 
went  out  of  the  castle,  with  an  intention  to  re^ 
turn,  but  some  of  i  the  garrison,  who  attended 
them,  having  their  matches  lighted,  the  enemy 
took  the  alarm;  and,  commencing  a  brisk  fire^ 
compelled  them  to  return  td  the  castle.  The 
enemy,  during  the  night,  raised  a  strong  baricado 
across  the  lane,  leading  to  Ba^ill,  in  order  to 
prevei\t  the  garrison>  from  sallying  forth  in  that 
direction.  They  also,  set  fire  to  an  house  at 
the  lower  end  of  Northgate,  which  continued 
to  burn  for  above  two  days  and  nights. 

The  following  day  the  gafrison  lost  one  of 
their  number.  The  governor  in  order,  to  preserve 
the  cattle  alive,  allowed  four  pence  to  each  man 
who  cut  and  brought  into  the  castle  a  burden 
of  grass.  Some,  to  ^^btain  this  •  trifling  reward, 
exposed  themselves  to  the  fire  'of  the  enemy. 
Hie  man  who  was  thi^  day  killed,  had  cut  six 
burdens  of  grass,  and  brought  them  to  the  das^ 
tie.  Resolved  to  cut  one  li^re,"  he  was  shot 
by  the>nemy,  and  afterwards  run  through  with 
the  bayonet.  ' 

The  eriemy  relieved-  their'  guard  at  New- 
Hall  with  three  hundred  men  fiiom'  the  town ;  and 
there  came  back  to  the  town  three  hundred  and 
eighty  mert,  marching  in  single  files^  through  the 
Abbey  Closes.  During  the  night  they  erecte^I  a 
new  triangular  work;  in  the  upper  closes  abov6' 
Denwell,  near  to  Swillington  Tower,  to  check 
the  garrison  from  sallying  forth  froin  that  quar- 
♦  F  f 
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*er.  On  the  following  day  the  besieged  fired 
their  canoon  against  this  work,  and  compelled 
the  enemy  to  flee  to  their  trenches.  They  how- 
ever returned  during  the  night  and  repaired  the 
damage  which  had  been  done  to  their  work, 
and  rendered  it  tenable  for  the  future.  A  wo- 
man on  this  day  standing  in  the  Market-place, 
was  unfortunately  killed  by  a  musket  ball  from 
the  round  tower. 

On  the  3 1st  the  besieged  kept  a  constant 
fire  from  the  different  towers  of  the  castle 
against  the  enemy.  They  played  their  cannon 
against  the  guard-houses,  which  it  was  supposed 
did  considerable  execution. 

The  1st  of  June  was  a  joyful  day  to  the 
garrison.  Having  attended  divine  service,  th^ 
governor  informed  them,  that  be  had  received 
letters  from  Sir  M.  Langdale,  which  contained 
the  intelligence  that  he  had  beat  in  the  enemy 
at  Derby,  and  summoned  them  to  surrender, 
and  that  the  king  and  his  friends  were  every 
where  successful.  The  garrison  considered  this 
information  as  the  prelude  of  their  own  speedy 
relief,  and  final  triumph   over  their  enemies. 

On  the  2d  Governor  Lowther  sent  Mr. 
Massey  into,  the  town,  to  Governor  Overton, 
to  propose  and  agree  concerning  the  exchange 
of  prisoners,  who  had  been  taken  at  Hull  and 
other  places.  Overton  granted  all  that  was  de- 
manded, and  sent  for  them  with  speed.  During 
the  time  Massey  continued  with  the  governor, 
an  officer  came  and  informed  him  that  the  men 
were  almost  in  a  state  of  mutiny,  and  that  it 
was  with  difficulty  they  could  be  induced  to 
obey  orders.    In  the  night  the  enemy  threw  up 
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another  work  in  the  closes  helow  Baghilt, 
against  the  low  church,  in  the  form  of  a  halt 
moon.  They  had  now  formed  double  lines 
around  the  castle,  and  were  kept  on  such  con- 
stant duty,  that  a  spirit  of  disaffection  generally 
prevailed,   and  many  deserted. 

On  the  3d  the  governor  received  letters 
from  Newark,  which  conveyed  the  intelligence 
of  his  Majesty's  success  at  Leicester.  The 
country  people,  on  the  approach  of  the  royal 
army,  had  carried  all  their  moveables  into  that 
city,  conceiving  that  a  vigorous  resistance  would 
have  been  made;  and  that  before  the  city  could 
be  taken,  the  army  of  the  parliament  would 
relieve  it;  The  king  no  sooner  appeared  before 
the  city,  than  he  began  to  batter  the  walls; 
and  a  breach  being  made,  he  assaulted  the  town 
on  all  sides,  and  after  a  desperate  attack,  the 
soldiers  rushed  in  sword  in  hand,  and  commit* 
ted  great  cruelties  on  the  garrison  and  inhabit 
tants.  An  immense  booty  fell  into  their  hands, 
which  they  took  and  divided  among  them.  The 
loss  of  the  enemy  was  great,  and  fifteen  hun- 
dred prisoners  were  taken.  On  this  success, 
his  Majesty  wrote  to  the  queen,  that  his  affairs 
toere  never  in  so  hopeful  a  posture  since  the  re-^ 
beUian.  The  hopes  of  the  garrison  here,  were 
highly  raised  on  hearmg  of  this  splendid  victory, 
and  the  spirit  of  the  besiegers  was  proportion-' 
ably  depressed. 

The  garrison  had  a  few  wounded  this  day 
by  the  enemy's  musketry;  and  the  enemy  had 
several  killed  by  grape  shot,  discharged  from  the 
cannon  in  the  castle. 

The  following  night  the  besiegers  began  ano-i 
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tber  work  at  a  little  distance  from  the  former,  at 
the  top  of  Mr.  Stables'  orchard,  in  the  fields 
beiiow  Bajo^ili;  and  the  besieged  seeing  a  fire  on 
Sandal  Castle,  answered  it  by  another  froin  the 
rotind  tower.  Frond  this  circumstance  they  in- 
ferred that  his  Majesty's  ibrees  had  obtmiied 
another  victory. 

•  On  the  5th,  a. boy,  an  aipprentice  tb  Mr. 
Ridhard  Stables,  went  from  the  castle  to  cut 
ferass  for  the  cattle,  and  was  unfortunately 
woiinded  by  a  shot,  which-  went  through  the 
irm,  and  part  of  the  shoulder.^  He  however 
recovered  without  suiTering  amputation.  The 
iftemy  had  five  ensigns  killed  and  several  privates. 
The'  besiegers  received  a  'reinforcement  of 
hdrse  on  the  6tb,  fiDm  Doneaster ;  and  several 
troops  wei^e  drawn  Ap  about  the!  :town.  The 
garrison  discovered  four  of  the  enemy  in  the  mill 
under  the  castle,  who  were  stealing  the  iron  from 
ahodft  the  works;  and  a.  few  > running  to  the  mill, 
tbYee  *of  the  men  fled,  but  one  was  taken  pr>« 
soner.  .  He  informed  the. '  garrisoh  Aat  a  .body 
of  the  khig^s  troqps  were  pushing  fohvard  to 
their  relief,  and  had  already  reached  Tuxford;— 
that  in  consequence,  the.  troops  of  the;  |>erlia- 
ment  were  retreating,  and  w^ukl  probably  as- 
semble in  this  neighbourhood,  where  H  genleral 
engageminl  was  expected.  This  intelligence  was 
confirmed  by  the  arrival  of  about  four  hundred 
horse  on  the  8th,  who  in  consequence  of  the 
approadi  of  the  king's  forces /had  judged  it  ad- 
visable to  withdraw  from  their  quartaers  at  Tick- 
hill,  Rossihgton,  and  other  places  beyond.  Don- 
caster.  Some  troops  of  these  horse  rwere  sta- 
tioned at  Cridling-Slubfas  and  Knottingley,  and 


d   paft  '  wecft    oyer    Metbley   Bridge/  .towards 
Leeds.      '.       »  r    ! 

On  the  9th  the  besieged  heard  distinctly  the 
firing  of.  cannon,  which  the^  supposed  to  be 
near  Sheffield,  and.,  of  course  concluded  their 
frienda  were  drawing  near*  What  encouraged 
the  garrison  and  confirmed  them  in  this  opinion, 
was,  that  in  the  nigfat  they  beheld  a  fire  on  the 
lop  of.  Sandal  Gastte,  tbe  tlsnal  sign'  of  good 
news.  The  besieged  had  6ne  man  slightly 
wounded,  and  by  their  fire -from  the  castle  killed 
several  of  the  enemy. 

The  besiegers  kept  a  strong  guard  of  horse 
at  New-Hali,  which  they  relieved  in  the  evening. 
At  the  same  time  came  two  horsemen  at  full 
speediinto.  the  town.  They  brought  letters  to 
Governor  Overton;  and  a  drum  reported  at  the 
buer.Karbican  v^ali,  that  the  troops  of  the  king 
had  taken  Derby, 

The  .  enemy^  on  the  1 0th,  began  another 
work  in  a  close  near  Baghill,  called  Moody's 
Close,  designed  to  check  the  'garrison,  and  pre- 
vent ^ny  relief  being  afforded.  They  began  also 
another  nearer  Swillington  Tower,  but  the  fire 
6f  the  besieged  com|)ieiled  them  to  desist,  and  to 
flee  to '  their  other  works.  They  also  received 
a  mnforcement  of  eight  troops  of  horse  from 
DoQcasien  These  drew  up  in  a  body  at  Carle- 
ton,  and  one  troop*  march^  to  South  Hardwick ; 
another  came  from  Darrington,  and  marched 
into  the  town;  a  third  came  from  Ferrybridge, 
and  marched  into  the  park. 

On  the  1 1th,  the  forenoon  was  spent  without 
much  firing  on  either  side.  About  two  o'clock, 
the  governor  ordered  all  the  men  in  the  castle 
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to  arms,  which  they  readily  obeyed.  A  heavy 
shower  of  rain  compelled  them  to  seek  shelter 
for  some  time.  After  having  received  their  orders^ 
they  sallied  forth  in  different  directions.  Capt. 
Munroe  led  out  the  first  company  consisting  of 
Lieut.  Moore,  Sergt.  Barton,  and  thirty  muske- 
teers. These  went  down  to  the  church,  but  find^ 
ing  no  men  in  it,  they  passed  through  it  to  Mr. 
Kellam's  House,  where  a  party  of  the  enemy  was 
stationed.  Here  Captain  Munroe  remained  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  sallying  forth  from  their 
lower  works ;  but  at  his  approach  they  fied. 

Capt.  Smith,  Capt.  Flood,  Ensigns  Killingbeck 
and  Otway,  with  eighty  musketeers,  followed 
Capt.  Munroe  through  the  church,  to  the  lowest 
work  the  enemy  had  erected,  at  the  top  of  Mr. 
Stables'  orchard.  Capt.  Smith  led  his  company 
first  to  the  work,  and  then  passed  along  the 
hedge,  where  he  took  his  station  to  prevent  the 
enemy  coming  from  their  upper  works  to  the 
assistance  of  those  in  the  lower.  Though  exposed 
to  a  brisk  fire  from  the  enemy,  he  continued,  his 
post  with  great  bravery.  During  this  time  Capt. 
Flood  and  his  company  approached,  and  attack- 
ed the  work,  which  they  found  very  strong,  and 
exceeding  difficult  to  enter.  There  was  but  one 
place  of  entrance,  and  that  so  low  and  narrow  as 
to  admit  only  one  man  at  a  time.  They  however 
began  a  heavy  fire  against  the  work,  and  shot  in 
at  the  port-holes.  Those  within  returned  the 
fire,  and  bravely  defended  the  work,  till  Capt. 
Flood  having  forced  the  entrance,  some  escaped 
over  the  wall,  and  the  remainder  were  taken  pri- 
soners, consisting  of  one  captain,  one  sergeant, 
one  corporal,  and  eight  men,  who  were  severely 
wounded. 
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Col.  Gilbreth,  Lieut.  Whe^Iey,  and  Lieut. 
Ward,  with  forty  volunteers  and  soldiers,  with 
clubs  and  muskets,  formed  a  corps  de  reserve^ 
aDd  were  stationed  in  the  orchard,  near  the  work, 
in  case  the  enemy  should  saliy  to  the  assistance 
of  their  comr^es. 

Lieut.  Willowby,  Lieut.  Middleton,  and  Sergt. 
Parker,  with  forty  musketeers,  took  post  at  the 
houses  on  the  north-side  of  the  church,  near  the 
Star  Inn,  and  prevented  the  enemy  from  coming 
from  the  Grange-Laith  and  their  adjoining  works. 

Lieutenant  Monkes,  with  Sergt.  Barton,  and 
twenty  musketeers,  were  sent  towards  Monkhill, 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  sallying  forth  from 
thence.  Here  a  warm  contest  ensued;  each  party 
endeavouring  to  gain .  possession  of  a  wall  and  a 
hedge,  but  the  party  from  the  garrison  ultimately 
prevailed.  Lieut.  Monkes  ordered  his  men  to 
attack  in  files,  which  having  fired  fell  back,  and 
another  came  up  and  6red,  after  the  manner  of 
street  firing,  which  led  the  enemy  to  believe  that 
their  number  was  much  greater  than  it  actually 
was.  The  besiegers  at  last  retreated  to  their 
works  on  Monkhill,  and  left  Lieut.  Monkes  and 
his  party  in  possession  of  the  pass. 

Capt.  Joshua  Walker  with  about  twenty  snap- 
hanckes  and  firelocks,  sallied  with  the  first  party 
into  the  church,  where,  according  to  their  orders, 
they  were  to  remain  for  the  space  of  twenty-four 
hours.  They  took  with  them  sufficient  provi- 
sions, match,  powder  and  ammunition.  They 
entered  the  steeple,  and  kept  up  a  fire  against 
the  enemy  on  every  opportunity.  After  Capt. 
Flood  had  taken  the  work,  a  party  of  the  enemy 
came  dowa  to  re-oocupy  it.     The  party  within 
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the  Jteeplfc  fired  upon -thttri  and  kilfed'^ twelve 
men,  among  wbom  Were  three  officers^  and 
wonnded  several  others.  -^  •    .'  ! 

The  musketeers,  snapAanche^i  ahd^  voliitlteers 
which  r^toairied  ih  the  castile,  were  c<Mnttvatided 
to  the  top  of  the  towers  and  battleiftients,  to 
watch  'the  motions  of  the  -eneiAy,  to  knnoy  them 
in  every  direction,  and  to  covei^  the  different 
parties,  who  had  sallied  forth,  by  a  steady  and 
constant' fire. 

The  besiegers  lost  from  this  sdlly  forty' Wiled, 
eleven  taken  prisoners,  and  a  cbn^Jdertfble  num- 
ber wounded;  the  besieged  bad  only  twb  men 
wounded,  one  of  whem  adenvards  diedy  and  the 
other  recovered.  The  besieged*  brought  kito  the 
castle  a  qiliantity  df  maskete,  ^plk^^  powder,  match 
and  ammunition,  which  Ihey  foutklin  their  works. 

The  siege  of  Pontefract  ^Castle  had  now  been 
carried  on  for  several  nnontbs,  ^hd' there' did  not 
appear  any  prospect  of  itslieihg  taken  by  storm, 
or  surrendered  by  capitulation »  The  parliament 
was  dissatisfied  with  the  cowntiUndingf  offic*r,  and 
the  manner  in  which  the  siege  had  beetv  hitherto 
conducted.  An  order  came  to  Lord^'Fiirfex, 
to  remove  Sands,  and  to  appoint  Greneral 
Poyntz,  to  Ihe  command. 

On  the  1 2th  Lord -Fafrfax,  arid  General 
Poyntz,  came  from  York>,  attended  with 'a  gaard 
of  four  troops  of  horse,  but  they 'retur^ned  again 
in  the  ev^ing.  They  came  to  take  ata  account 
of  the  number  of  the  effedtive  etnen, '  and  to 
view  the  ivorks  of  the  besiegers.  On  this  day, 
they  lost  several  men  by  the  dfechar^  of  grape 
shot  from  the  castje^  The  besieged  Ic^t*  posses- 
sion of  the:  low  church>   and   regularly  relieved 
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their  guard  there,  consisting  of  a  captain  and 
twenty  or  thirty  men,  Capt/  Ward  was  slightly 
wounded  in  the  arm. 

On  the  ISth,  Gen.  Poyntz  came  post  from 
York  again,  and  took  upon,  him  the  command. 
The  besieged,  in  order  to  i  relieve  their  guards 
at  the  church  without  danger,  began  a  trench 
from  the  east  gate,  and  continued  it  down  to 
the  churchyard.  They  also  made  blinds  of  boughs 
and  sods,  from  the  church  to  Mr.  Kellam's,  un- 
der the  cover  of  which  they  cut  grass  for  then* 
cattle,  and  brought  in  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred bmxlens  on  this  day.  The  guard  in  the 
church  steeple  kept  up  a  constant  fire  against 
the  enemy's  works,  and  effectually  prevented  any 
attack  on  their  own  men. 

The  next  day  the  besiegers  relieved  their 
guard  at  New-Hall,  with  three  hundred  and 
twenty  men  from  the  town;  and  on  the  return 
of  the  other,  three  men  were  killed  in  the  closes 
below  the  Headlands,  by  a  shot  of  a  cannon 
from  Treasurer's  Tower.  They  also  played  their 
cannon  into  the  town,  and  shot  through  the 
houses  near  Alderman  Wilkinson's,  where  many 
of  the  enemy  were  assembled.  A  woman,  who 
was  carrying  a  stand  of  ale  from  Monkhiil  to 
the  Grange  guard,  was  killed,  together  with 
three  or  four  men  by  the  musketry  of  the  guard 
from  the  church  steeple,  Capt«  Hemsworth^ 
with  twenty-six  men,  was  sent  to  relieve  the 
guard  in  the  church. 

On  the  16th  a  troop  of  horse  passing  along 
Bondgate,  the  besieged  played  their  cannon  full 
^pon  them  from  King's  Tower,  killed  three  men 
^  their  horses^    and    wounded  many    others. 

Gg  * 
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The  en^ny  this  day  sent  several  waggmis  lotided 
with  the  sick  and  wounded  tdwards  Ferrybridge. 
Capt.  Cartwright,  with  twenty*six  men,  relieved 
the  guard  in  tiie  church  thin  evening,  aud  du- 
ring the  night  the  enemy  formed  a  trench  on 
the  south  side  Mr.  KellamX  to  prevent  the  be- 
meged  from  cutting  grass  for  tlieir  cattle. 

The  besieged  bad,  on  the  morning  of  the 
I6th.  a  boy  and  a  man  shot,  as  fihey  were  get- 
ting apples  in  an  orchard  adjoining  th^  castle* 
The  boy  had  been  shot  through  the  cheek  about 
a  week  before,  but  was  now  nearly  well.  He 
foolishly  called  to  the  enemy  from  the  tree,  and 
dared  them'  to  shoot  at  him.  One  of  them  fired, 
and  the  same  ball  went  through  the  body  of 
the  boy,  and  entered  the  thigh  of  the  man. 
The  boy  soon  died,  but  the  man  afterwards 
recovered. 

On  the  1 4th  was'  fought  the  decisive  battle 
of  Naseby,  in  which  the-  royal  atrmy  was.  com- 
pletely routed,  near  oiie  tliousand  being  left 
dead  on  the  field,  and  fiye  tboutend  taken  pri- 
soners ;  all  the  king'b  train  of:  artillery,  bag  and 
baggage,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
On  tlie  I6tl%  the  news  of  this  important  victory 
was  conveyed  to  General  Poyniz,  who  imparted 
it  to  all  the  men  undbr  his  coit^noand.  In  oonse* 
quencc'  of  this'  information  they  fired  whole  vol* 
lies  against  the  castle,  and  rent  the  aar  with 
Aoixts  of  triumph  and  exultation. 

Gen.  Poyntz  sent  an  ofisoer,  wi0h  a  itmrnt 
conveying  a  letter  to  Govenaor  Lowthcfti,  tvy  in- 
fi)rm!  htm>  of  thb  event^  and  to  fcuataiqn  him'  td 
snrcend^  tbe  castle,  while  tlfene:  was  hope  of 
mercy;  as  considerable  reinfiircenoeiite  wece  oomi^ 
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to'  his  assistance,  and  he  must  at  last  be  compel- 
led to  surrender.  The  governor  no  sooner  read 
the  letter  than  lie  aaswered  verbally,  <<  That 
be  seitber  feared  the  forces  that  might  come 
agamst  tiim»  ner  .valued  the  mercy  which  was 
now  ofifered,"  and  instantly  ordered  the  officer 
to  be  gone^  and  impart  tbis  information  to  his 


l%e  governor  appears  to  have  wboUy  dis* 
creditied  the  mfbrmation,  as  he  had  received  let>  ^^ 
ters  ftom  Col.  Washington;  dated  June  14th,  \^> 
from  Newark,  conveying  the  inteUtgence  that 
his  Ms^ty  vras  at  that  period  at  Melton- 
Mowbray,  and  jiiftended  marching  norths  and 
so  tbe  space  of  ten  days,  if  all  succeeded,  would 
relieve  the  castie  of  Poatefract.  On  this  ground 
the  garrison  concluded  that  the  aiemy  had  recei- 
ved false  intelligence,  or  invented  the  whole  m 
order  to  intioMdate  the  governor,  and  induce  him 
to  capitblate. 

The  besiegers  received  in  the  afternoon  a 
conaderable  body  of  forces,  which  were  quartered 
in,  aod  around,  the  town.  They  eontinued  a 
brisk  lire  i^ainst  the  castle,  which  the  besieged 
as  bniskiy  returned.  They  fired  grape  shot 
agaiBst.the  enemy's  works  at  Baghtll,  but  what 
execution  was  done  was  not  known.  The  be- 
sieged sent  Gapt.  SMniHb,  with  twenty  musketeers, 
to  relieve  their  guard  in  the  church. 

On  ifae  I7th  the  besiegers  began  to  enlarge 
the  work,  east  of  fiaghill,  in  tbe  closes  south  of 
the  thunch,  where  they  lost  so  many  men, 
in  tbe  last  sally  made  by  the  garrison.  The 
gusnl  of  the  besieged,  iti  the  churidi,  discovered 
their.iiiteation,  and  by  a  regular  fire  of  mus* 
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ketry  from  the  steeple,  compelled  them  to  de* 
sist,  and  retreat  into  their  trenches. 

The  garrison  continued  to  disbelieve  the  \xu 
formation  respecting  the  defeat  of  the  king. 
They  received  letters,  which  supported  their 
hopes,  and  fully  convinced  them,  that  there  was 
so  truth  in  it.  It  is  happy  for  man,  that  in 
some  circumstances,  at  least,  he  has  the  power 
to  believe  what  he  pleases;  and  can  indulge  hopes, 
which,  though  without  foundation,  afford  him 
some  present  gratification.  The  besieged  felt  the 
influence  of  this  power,  at  this  period;  and 
hallooing  and  shouting  in  the  castle,  as  if  they 
had  received  some  good  news,  the  enemy  run 
to  arms  in  all  quarters,  and  thus  afforded  the 
besieged  an  opportunity  of  powering  in  a  heavy 
fire  among  them,  which  did  considerable  exe<* 
cution. 

On  the  18th  the  besieged  received  two  let* 
ters  from  Newark,  dated  the  15th,  wherein  it 
was  stated  that  the  king,  at  the  head  of  his 
army,  was  at  Mdton-Mowbray,  as  before  men* 
tioned;  that  he  intended  to  be  at  Newark  on 
the  Tuesday,  and  to.  march  forward  to  the  relief 
of  Pontefract.  They  also  brought  information 
that  great  dissention  prevailed  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  in  the  city  of  London,  which, 
it  was  conceived,  would  tend  to  the  advantage 
of  the  royal  cause.  Whether  the  letter  contained 
this  false  intelligence,  or  the  whole  was  an  ar- 
tifice of  the  governor,  to  keep  up  the  spirit 
of  the  garrison,  is  impossible  to  decide.  As  the 
battle  of  Naseby  was  fought  on  the  14th,  it  is 
scarcely  possible,  that  those  in  the  confidmce  pf 
his  Majesty  should  be  suffered  to  remaip  so  long 
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in  ignorance;  unless  it  be  supposed  that  the 
fatal  overthrow  bad  so  deranged  his  Majesty's 
a&ii*s»  as  to  cut  off  all  communication. 

Gen.  Poyntz,  Overton,  the  governor  of  Pon- 
tefract,  and  other  general  officers,  met  at  Don- 
caster,  and  held  a  council  of  war,  to  order  and 
arrange  the  plan  of  their  future  operations. 
The  besiegers  remained  in  their  works,  and  the 
besieged  sent  Capt.  Kitchin,  with  twenty  mus* 
kete^^,  to  relieve  the  guard   in   the  church. 

On  the  19th  Gen.  Poyntz  and  Overton, 
the  governor  of  Pontefract,  returned  from  Don* 
caster.  They  drew  up  their  men  in  the  Market- 
place. On  seeing  whit^h  the  besieged  played 
their  cannon  full  among  them,  but  what  execu- 
tion it  did  was  not  known.  Through  the  whole 
of  the  day,  the  besiegers  appeared  to  be  uncom- 
monly busy,  and  to  be  preparing  for  some  en- 
terprize  of  importance.  At  the  relieving  of  the 
guard  in  the  church,  four  or  five  of  the  enemy 
were  killed,  and  many  wounded,  which  they 
conveyed  into  Mr.  Kellam's  house.  The  go^ 
vernor  sear  Capt.  Washington,  and  Lieut. 
Empson  out  of  the  castle,  to  Newark,  most 
probably  to  obtain  correct  information,  as  well 
as  to  learn  whether  any  thing  could  be  done 
for  the  relief  of  the  castle. 

Gen.  Poyntz  called  a  council  of  war,  on 
the  20th,  in  the  town.  In  the  afternoon  there 
arrived  several  loaded  waggons  ai  the  New-Hall, 
in  one  of  which  was  a  cannon.  There  came  also 
a  party  of  infantry,  which  marched  in  single  files 
through  the  park  into  the  town.  The  garrison, 
on  descrying  the  waggons  which  came  on  the 
Jane    above    St.    Thomas'    Hill>     played    their 


230  HISTOfRY  OP  POMTSTRACT. 

carman  among  tbem,  but  did  not  .perceive  any 
damage,  done. 

The  .besieged  received  on  thi«  day  an  aoconnt 
of  the  battle  of  Naseby;  but  the  account,  like 
a  modern  Gazette  of  a  defeat,  was  palpably 
incorrect,'  and  favourable  circumstances  were  add^ 
ed,  so  as  to  render  it  rather  a  victory  than  a 
defeat.  It  was  stated  tliat  tiie  king  had  been 
defeated,,  and  lost  his  cannon  and  baggage;  but 
that  on  the  day  following.  Gens.  Goring  and 
Jarrett,  had  come  up  with  Fairfax  and  Crom* 
welly  and  after  a  furious  and  bloody  contest; 
they  bad  put  them  to  flight,  recovered  the  can^ 
non  and  ammunition,  and  liad  pur$iie<l  them 
nearly  to  Northampton,  and  to  conclude  all, 
that  Cromwell  was  slain. 

On  the  following  day  a  poor  man^  whose 
house  bad  been  burnt  down  at  Monkbill^  and 
who  had  fled  to  the  castle  for  refuge,  was  shot 
whilst  cutting  grass  near  Monkhill,  and  instantly 
expired,  llie  body  was  fetdied  into  tbe  castle, 
and  there  interred   in  the  evening. 

The  enemy  this  day  began  to  form  a  plat- 
form at  Monkhill,  for  the  cannon  which  bad 
been  brought  two  daj^s  before.  The  garrison 
played  at  .them  from  the  King's  Tower,  but  their 
efforts  were  not  succes^ul.  The  enemy  were 
protected  by  the  works  they  had  already  raised, 
and  they  wrought  with  such  diligence,  that  be- 
fore night  they  had  completed  the  platform. 
Governor  Overton  himself  superintended  the 
work;  and  on  the  following  night  they  bronght 
up  the  cannon  from  New- Hall,  and  planted  it 
against  the  church. 

Tlie   garrison    sent    Lieut.    Willowby,    with 
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twenty  muleteers  to  relieve  the  gcrard  at  the 
cliurch;  and  a  deserter  came  into  the  castle 
bringiagp  bis  nrek>ck  and  bis  sword.  He  in^ 
formed  the  besieged;  that  it  was  reported  that 
the  troops  of  the  parliament,  though  successful 
against  Iks  Majesty,  had  since   been  routed. 

On  the  9,2di  as  soon^  as  the  day  davrned-, 
the  enemy  made  a  strong  attaek  upon  the  guard 
ia  the  low  churchy  .which  they  entered  with  an 
hundred  mei^.  Another  party  went  into  the 
trenches  of  the  besieged,  and  up  the  High« 
street  towards  tlie  castle.  The  guard  within 
the  chia*cb  defended  themselves' witl»  the  greatest 
bravery^  and  compelled  those  who  had  entered 
to  retreat.  Those  in  the  steeple,  by  ringing 
the  b^l,  gave  the  alarm  to  the  garrison;  and 
a  continued  fire  being  kept  up  from  the  steeple* 
and  from  the  east  tower  of  the  castle,  rendered 
the  attempt  of  those  who  had  entered  the 
treHchi^s  useless ;  on  which  they  retreated  to  their 
woriis,  carrying  the  killed  and  -  the  wounded 
wit^  them^ 

This  altempt  to  obtatu  possessitm  of  the 
churchy  atid  to  expel  the  guard  which  the  be^^ 
siegod  had  fe?  some  time  kepi  there,  indicated 
the  wish  of  Gen.  Poynta  to  preserve,  if  pos^ 
sible^  ithat  fine  Gothic  structure  fromi  injury. 
The  failure,  of  this  attempt,  and  the  destructive 
fire  of  the  giaard,  rendered  it  necessary  to  dia^ 
MgeAbem  by  the  battery  erf  the  steeple. 

Aft^.  some  time,,  thercaxmon  planted  at  Monk* 
Wf  eaiy^yiiig  a  ball  of  eighteen  pound  weigbe, 
begatk.to  play  againaf  the  lantiiera  of  the  steeple; 
la  atiout  ajft  hour  and  a  half,  ihey  played  thir« 
ti^ii  times^.  Jbut  did  Ml  make  any  iskpressicMi. 
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The  besieged,  to  preserve  the  church,  and  pro- 
tect  their  guard  there,  played  their  cannon  from 
King's  Tower  against  the  enemy's  works  at 
MonkhilU  and  at  the  fifth  discharge  dismounted 
the  cannon  of  the  enemy.  During  the  remain- 
der of  the  day,  the  enemy  were  employed  in 
remounting  their  cannon,  and  throwing  up 
works  for  its  security. 

In  tlie  afternoon  they  relieved  all  their  guards, 
and  brought  down  four  hundred  men  from  the 
town  to  New-Hall,  and  as  many  returned.  The 
besiegers  in  the  evening  conversed  freely  with 
some  of  the  besieged,  and  informed  them  of 
Cromwell's  success,  and  the  almost  final  destruc- 
tion of  the  forces  belonging  to  his  Majesty. 
The  besieged,  happy  in  their  incredulity,  con- 
sidered this  information  as  designed  to  induce 
them  to  surrender,  and  they  still  hoped  that 
they   should  soon  be  relieved. 

On  the  S3d  the  besiegers,  as  early  as  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  began  to  play  their 
cannon  against  the  church.  With  some  little 
intermission,  they  continued  their  fire  against 
the  lanthern  of  the  steeple  till  near  six  o'clock, 
when  a  breach  was  made,  and  a  part  of  it  fell 
down.  They  then  directed  their  shot  to  the 
steeple  below  the  bells,  for  some  time,  but  as 
no  impression  appeared  to  be  made,  they  dis- 
continued their  fire  till  the  aflemoon. 

The  garrison  had  one  man  shot  in  the  arm 
whilst  he  lay  asleep ,  in  the  lower  Barbican. 
They  watched  the  motion  of  the  enemy,  but 
owing  to  the  works  they  had  raised  at  Monk- 
hill,  they  were  not  able  to  make  any  diversion, 
nor   could    again  dismount    their  cannon.    The 
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enemy  recommenced  their  fire  against  tbe  church, 
and  in  tbe  coorse  of  the  aftemooo,  poured  in- 
to tbe  steeple  and  body  of  this  structure,  forty 
eighte^i  pound  baHs. 

The  steeple  was  so  much  injured  that  the 
besieged  considered  it  no  longer  tenable.  They 
however  sent  Lie^t.  Moor,  with  twenty  mus- 
keteers, to  relieve  their  guard;  but  he  was 
ordered  to  occupy  tbe.  hpustes  round  the  church, 
and  only  to  place  two  or  three  men  within 
it.  The  besieged  concluded  that  tlie  enemy 
would  make  an  attempt  in  the  night  to  obtain 
possession  of  it^  and  either  to  take  or.  drive  in 
the  guard  to  the  castle.  They  had  i  loaded  their 
cannon  with  grape  shot,  and  as  they  ex;peoted, 
tbe  enemy  about  One  o'clock*  made  an  attack 
wpon  the  church.  '^The  party,  of  the  be3ieged 
stationed  in  the  houses  began  to  fire  briskly 
upon  them;  and  those. in  the  castle;  discharging 
the  candon,  compelled  them  to  retreat,  tQ  their 
works. 

On  the  following  day  both  parties  rested  on 
their  afras^  and  few  shot  were  fired  till  towards 
evenings  when  the  different  guards  were  relieved. 
Lieut.  Otway  was  sent  down  to.  the  churqh 
with  twp  files  of  musketeers,  to  relieve  those 
who  had  been  stationed  there,  and  in  ^  the  adr 
joining  houses.  It  was  expected  that  the  enemy 
would  make  another  attack  in  the  nig^t,  and  as 
the  governor  was  convinced  they  \yould  carry 
their  point,  he  ordered  Lieut,  Otway,  with  his 
musketeers,  to  return  to  tbe  castle  at  the  beat- 
ing of  the  tattoo.  The  enemy,  as  was  expected, 
about  one  o^clock  entered  the  church,  and  the 
lower  part  of  the  town;  and  as  they  found 
none  to  resist  them^  remained  in  possession. 

H  h  * 
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The  gariison  did  not  perkntt  them  to  ettfoy 
much  reet;  but  by  a  steady  end  constant  fire 
of  mu$ketry  greatly  annoyed  them.  They  also 
played  their  cannon  from  King's  Tower. against 
the  steeple,  and  fired  five  sliot  from  the  garden 
into  the  6ody  of  the  church ;  so  that  the  enemy 
never  appeared  in  the  steeple.  They  were  em- 
ployed -in  digging  up  the  dead,  and  making  a 
work  within  the  church  for  <heir  Ofin  delence  and 
security.  From  this  circumstance  it  appears  that 
the  body  of  the  cinirch  was  much  injured,  and 
the  interior  whoUy  destroyed. 

The  besieged  experience  a  siBvere  loss  this 
morning,  in  the  death- of  Sir  Jarvis  Cutler, 
Knight.  He  was  seized  with  a  fever,  amd  being 
destitute  of  good  advice  and  necessary  support, 
ft  carried  him  off.  The  enemy  would  not  per- 
mit any  fresh  provisions  to  be  obtamed  for  him 
In  the  tolwfi.  They  only  once  indulgisd  his 
lady  with  permission  to  visit  him,  and  convey 
to  him  one  chicken  and  one  joint  of  meat. 
When  dead,  they  would  hot  permit  him  to  be 
buried  in  the  church,  or  suffer  him  to  be  con- 
veyed to  his  own  home  to  be  interred  among 
his  abce^toi-s. 

On  the  26th  they  prepared  to  inter  the 
body  of  Sir  Jarvis  in  the  chapel  within  the 
castle.  Tlie  body  was  first  ptit  into  a  coffin  of 
wood,  and  the  whole  covered  with  lead,,  that 
his  friends,  after  the  siege  might  take  him 
up  and  convey  him  to  the  family  vault.  The 
resident  chaplain  in  the  castle  preached  his  fu- 
neral sermon,  and  the  garrison  honotired  his 
interment  by  firing  three  vollies.*  The  enemy 
Mould  not  permit  Lady  Cutler  to  depart  after 
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the  funeraU  but  obliged  ber  to  remaiik  m  tbe 
casttej  and  though  oftea  solicited  to  permit  her  to 
return  to  her  house  and  children,   they  refuised. 

The  besieged  began  now  to  su^r  severely. 
They  could  not  obtain  relief  from  aay  quarter. 
They  were  wholly  destitute  of  fresh  provisions. 
This  produced  its  natural  effeet:  the  men  were 
discouraged,  and  desertion  became  frequent.  In 
the  night  of  the  26th  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Medcalf,  who  had  waited  on  one  Alexander  Med- 
cair,  who  was  confined  by  the  gout,  deserted  to' 
the  enemy,  and  took  with  him  whatsoever  he 
could  convey.  He  informed  Gen.  Poyntz  that 
the  surgeon  who  went  to  the  castie  to  dress  the 
wounds  of  the  prisoners,  and  the  drum  who  car^ 
tied  their  provisions,  communicated  intelligence 
to  the  garrison,  and  supplied  them  with  tobacco 
and  other  articles;  in  consequence  of  which  in« 
formation   they  were  taken  up  and  imprisoned. 

The  27th  was  observed  as  a  day  of  thanks-^ 
giving  by  the  besiegers,  for  their  late  success  and 
victory  over  the  king.  They  had  two  discourses 
delivered  suitable  to  the  occasion ;  and  afterwards 
fired  whole  vollies  from  all  their  works  aronnd 
the  castle.  They  twice  played  their  cannon; 
and  the  first  ball  went  through  the  drawbridge  . 
and  the  lower  castle  g&te;  the  second  fell  short 
of  the  bridge,  but  shivered  to  pieces  a  large 
beam  of  timber  against  which  it  struck.  The 
besieged  had  two  men  wounded  in  the  Barbican, 
from  the  enemy's  works  on  Baghill;  and  the 
besiegers  had  one  man  kiUed  from  the  round 
tower,  while  standing  at  the  back  of  Mr.  Rusby's 

ase. 

Lord    Fairfax,    after  the  battle   of  Naseby^ 
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marched  to  relieve  Taunton,  which  had  been 
Jong  besieged  by  General  Goring,  and  was  re- 
duced to  the  last  extremity.  The  Scotch  troops 
advanced  to  Newark,  and  began  the  siege  of 
the  town  and  castle  there.  The  besieged  re- 
ceived, on  the  S8th,  the  news  that  their  friends 
at  Newark  had  made  a  successful  sally,  killed 
five  hundred  of  the  enemy,  taken  their  cannon, 
and  completely  dispersed  their  forces.  This 
news  afforded  them  some  consolation  amidst  the 
disasters  which  had  attended  the  royal   cause. 

On  this  day  the  governor,  Overton,   sent  a 
drum  to  the  castle,  to  inform  Lady  Cutler  that 
she   might  depart,    if  she    pleased,  to  her  own 
home.    Anxious  to  revisit  her  mourning  family, 
and  administer  comfort  to  her  children,  she  im- 
mediately  availed    herself    of    the    opportunity. 
On  her  arrival  at  the  first  guard  of  the  enemy, 
she  was  however  seized,  together  with  her  maid, 
chaplain,  and  a  tenant  who  had  come  to  meet  her, 
who  were  all  stripped  in  order  to  discover  any  let- 
ters which  might  be  concealed  about  them.   Though 
no  letters  were  found,  yet  they  detained  the  lady 
and  her  maid  till   next  day  at  noon  without  any 
provisions,  the  governor  having    countermanded 
the   order    for  her  departure.     They    then   sent 
her  back   to  the   Barbican   gates,  but  Governor 
Lowther  considered  it  as  improper  again  to  admit 
her,  as  the  enemy  bad  given  her  leave  to  depart. 
In  consequence  of  this  determination   the  lady, 
her  maid,   and  her  chaplain,    remained  without 
shelter    in   the  street  till   ten  o'clock  at    night, 
when  they  were  permitted  to  go  into  the  town, 
where  they  remained  till  next  day,  and  then  de* 
parted. 


nSTORY  OF  TONTEFRACT.  237 

What  could  be  the  reason  of  the  severity 
exercised  towards  I^dy  Cutler,  is  impossible  to 
devise.  It  was  surely  unbecoming  the  character 
of  the  governor^  as  a  gentleman  and  a  soldier,  to 
insult  a  lady  on  account  of  the  part  her  departed 
husband  had  taken?  To  order  her  to  be  strips 
ped  in  the  presence  of  the  guard,  and  to  detain 
her  without  supplying  the .  demands  of  nature, 
discovers  a  total  disregard  to  propriety,  and  a 
cruelty  bordering  on  barbarism. 

On  the  30th  the  enemy  had  a  general  ren- 
dezvous of  all  their  horse  in  this  part,  on  Bro« 
therton  marsh,  which  amounted  to  one  thousand. 
After  they  had  been  drawn  up  there,  they  de- 
parted in  companies  to  different  villages.  A 
company  remained  at  Ferrybridge,  another  was 
stationed  at  Knottingley,  and  a  body  of  about 
four  hundred  came  up  to  Pontefract,*  facing  the 
castle,  and  then  wheeling  off  into  the  closes  to- 
wards Darrington,  beyond  Baghill,  there  turned 
their  horses  out  to  grass.  The  enemy  relieved 
their  guard  at  New-Hall  with  at  least  six  hun- 
dred men,  and  different  bodies  of  infantry  were 
in  motion  in  all  directions.  This  led  the  go- 
vernor to  conclude  that  they  now  seriously  in- 
tended to  assault  the  castle;  and  in  consequence 
he  gave  orders  that  the  guard  should  be  doubled, 
aud  the  strictest   watch  kept. 

The  night  passed  in  tranquillity;  and  the 
enemy  seemed  so  far  from  intending  to  storm 
the  castle,  that  they  were  employed  in  making 
barricadoes  to  restrain  the  besieged,  and  to  prevent 
them  making  any  more  destructive  sallies.  The 
garrison  poured  a  heavy  fire  against  the  enemy's 
works  in  all  directionsj,  which  they  as  vigourously 
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retiim€d.  On  both  sides,  doring  the  day,  some 
were  killed  and  many  wounded. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  towards  evening:,  the 
besieged  beheld  the  enemy  carrying  fagots  and 
scsriing  ladders  down  to  the  church,  which  again 
raised  their  suspicion  of  an  intended  assault. 
The  guards  were  again  doubled,  and  about 
twelTe  o'clock  most  o(  the  troops  in  the  garrison 
were  under  arms,  to  be  ready  to  receive  the 
enemy  should  they  make  the  attack.  It  did  not 
however  appear  that  they  had  formed  any  such 
design,  as  during  the  night  they  remained  vrithin 
their  works. 

The  number  of  the  besiegers,  and  the  strength 
of  their  different  works,  rendered  any  sally  of 
the  garrison  more  dangerous  to  themselves  than 
the  enemy;  and  from  this  period  the  bes'eged 
made  no  sallies  against  the  enemy's  works. 
On  the  other  hand  Gen.  Poyntz  did  not  wish  to 
expose  his  men,  and  sacrifice  the  lives  of  num- 
bers by  an  assault ;  as  he  was  fully  convinced,  that 
in  a  few  weeks  the  garrison  would  be  forced  to 
capitulate.  Thus  each  party  rather  watched  the 
other  than  carried  on  any  vigorous  enterprises. 

On  the  3d  and  4th,  at  different  times,  a 
brisk  fire  of  musketry  was  maintained  on  both 
sides;  the  enemy  had  se%'eral  men  shot  in  their 
works  around  the  church,  and  the  besieged  in 
like  manner  sustained  some  loss.  Towards  even- 
ing on  the  latter  day  the  enemy's  horse,  which 
had  been  drawn  up  in  the  West  Field  most 
part  of  the  day,  began  to  depart  to  their  quar- 
ters. A  considerable  body  however  remained 
there  all  night,  and  kept  up  very  large  fires. 

No  occurrence   deserving  notice  took  place 
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till  the  Sihy  when  Geo.  Poyntz  went  down  to 
the  Baa*bican  gate  and  asked  to  speak  with  the 
governor.    The    governor's    8on»   who  happened 
to  be  present,    informed   him  '^  that   his    latiier 
was  not  there,  or  he  would  not  have  refused  to 
see  ht«."     Gen.  Poyntz  then  demanded  the  sor^ 
render  of  the  Ci8t}e,  and  pnnnised  ^'  that  rf  they 
complied  within  three  days,  tliey   would^  obtain 
the   most  honourable    terms;    but   ff   thejr  de- 
layed eleven  or  fourteen  days,    they  might  ex- 
pect   nothing   but    to    walk  with   a  white  rod 
in  their  hands,  as  soldiers  did  in  the  low  conn-- 
tries  when  they  marched  away  on  compositions.** 
Capt«  Lowther  then  answered   him,  ^   that   the 
castle  was  kept  fdr  the  king,  and   that  if  they 
stayed  fourteen    daji^,    and   fourteen  days   after 
that,    there  were   as    many    gentlemen    in    the 
castle  as/ would :  make  many  a  bloody  head  be* 
fore  they    parted   with    it.'"    The.  general  then 
began  to  use  haiish  language,  and  told  hran  the 
Kddiers  beblved    in    the  most   rude   and    unbe* 
coming   manner,   and  applied   to  him  the  most 
reproachful  terms.    CapU  Lowther  replied  ^*  that 
neither    he    nor    his    father    could     govern    the 
tongues  of  the  soldiers,  but    tliey   would   speak 
what  iliey  pleased/'   On  this  the  general  departed. 
On  the  9th  the  enemy  began  a  fence  from 
their  works   opposite  Swillington   Tower,    along 
the  hedge  to  Denwdl  Lane;,  and  from  this  ience 
tliey  greatly  annoyed  those  who  came  from  the 
castle  to  cut  grass^    The  besieged  sent  out  some 
men  to  Sandall,   and  some  to  Newark,  tg  bring 
them  ihtelligence  or  to  join   the  king's  troops, 
which   it   was   supposed  were    no^   cotning    to 
their  relief. 
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On  the  1 0th  the  besieged  received  an  account 
of  the  engagement  between  Sir  Tho.  Fair&x 
and  Gen.  Goring;  when  it  was  said  that  Goring 
routed  Sir  Thomas,  and  that  Taunton  was  taken. 
A  drum  came  from  Newark  to  know  whether  the 
es^tle  was  surrendered  or  not,  as  the  enemy  bad 
spread  sudh  a  report.  The  drum  was  detained 
in  the  town,  and  kept  a  prisoner  in  the  house 
of  a  Mrs.  Washington,  whose  husband  was  in  the 
castle.  He  communicated  to  her  the  message 
he  brought,  and  sent  her  down  to  speak  with 
her  husband,  and  desired  her  to  tell  them  to 
be  of  good  cheer,  as  forces  were  coming  to 
their  relief.  Accordingly  Mrs.  Washington  got 
a  drum  to  go  with  her  ijo  the  Barbican  sally* 
port,  where  she  told  her  husband  the  news;  and 
while  the  drum  was  engaged  in  conversation 
with  another,  she,  pretending  to  shake  hands 
with  an  old  acquaintance,  contrived  to  deliver 
to  him  two  letters.  These  letters  named  the 
day  and  hour  when  Sir  Marmaduke  Langdale 
intended  to  come  to  their- relief,  and  confirmed 
the  account  of  Goring'g  victory  over  Sir  Tho. 
Fairfax. 

Thus   were    the   garrison    vainly   encouraged 
while  their  privations  and^  wants  were  every  day 
accumulating.     They   did  not  cease  however  to 
employ,  all  the  means  in  their   power  to  annoy 
the  enemy;   nor  did  their  fortitude   or   courage  , 
in  the  least  abate.     They  maintained  their  loyalty  i 
unsullied  by  the  imputation  of  cowardice,   weak-  j 
ness  OK  treachery.  ^ 

On  the  13th  letters  were  received  from 
Sandall  Castle,  in  which  the  same  accounts  were 
given  as  in  those  which  have  already  been  no* 
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ticed,  that  Langdale  was  approaching.  The 
enemy  on  this  day  raised  some  fortifications  near 
Ferrybridge,  on  Brotherton  marsh,  and  some 
cannon  were  conveyed  there  to  secure  that  pass; 
whiph  circumstance  led  the  besieged  to  hope 
the  information  which  they  had  received  was 
correct. 

From  some  cause  the  enemy  had  an  alarm 
in  the  night,  and  both  horse  and  foot  remained 
under  arms  till  morning.  About  four  o'clock 
they  were  seen  in  the  West  Field,  drawn  up 
as  if  expecting  an  attack.  As  it  was  nearly  in 
this  direction  that  Sir  Marmaduke  Langdale 
came  before  to  relieve  the  castle,  it  was  now 
hoped  he  was  again   approaching. 

At  this  period  an  infectious  and  destructive 
malady  prevailed  in  the  town,  which  was  called 
the  plague.  .  It  is  not  improbable,  that  the 
crowded  state  of  population  within  the  town, 
the  pud-escence  of  animal  bodies,  and  other 
circumstances  might  generate  malignant  com- 
plaints, %vhose  ravages  would  be  nearly  equal 
to  that  of  the  plague,  and  which  would  be  so 
cienominated.  Thus  is  the  scourge  of  war  usually 
followed  by  pestilence. 

In  consequence  of  this  Gen.  Poyntz  withdrew 
most  of  his  troops  from  the  town,  and  formed 
an  encampment  in  the  West  Field,  where  the 
general  himself  now  always  slept.  The  enemy 
^till  kept  under  arms,  and  it  was  reported  to 
the  garrison  that  the  Skipton  horse  had  pushed 
through  Wakefield  and  by  Sandall,  in  order  to 
join  Sir  M.  Langdale,  and  that  this  had  given 
the  alarm  to  the  enemy. 

On    the     15th     similar    rumours^  of   relief 
I  i  * 
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reached  the  castle  j  and  various  contradictory  re- 
ports were  spread  aboqt.  Some  of  the  garrison 
ventured  into  the  orchards,  and  obtained  a  con- 
fiiderabJe  supply  of  apples.  In  these  attempts 
they  exposed  themselves  to  the  eneoiy's  fire, 
and  two  were  killed  this  morning,  and  others 
wounded. 

In  the  afternoon  the  enemy  sent  a  drum, 
with  a  note  in  his  hand,  which  he  read  to  the 
soldiers  as  he  passed  along  to  the  gate,  informiiig 
them*  that  both  Gens.  Goring  [and  Langdale 
were  routed,  and  that  Cromwell,  Fairfax,  and 
JRossiter  were  coming  to  their  assistance.  This 
note  he  afterwards  delivered  to  those  in  the  cas- 
tle. The  last  hope  of  the  garrison  was  now 
destroyed;  and  they  found  themselves  surrounded 
by  enemies  whom  it  was  impossible  to  van- 
quish, nor  had  the  king  one  army  left  which 
he  could  send  to   their   relief. 

Gen,  Poyntz,  soon  after  this  information  had 
been  communicated,  and  while  tlie  impression  it 
had  made  still  remained^  sent  in  a  trumpeter 
with  a  letter  from  himself  ai>d  the  committee  at 
York.  In  this  letter,  the  governor  was  again 
summoned  to  surrender  the  castle,  while  he  might 
obtain  honourable  terms,  which  was  to  this  efibct, 
"  that  whereas  they  had  heretofore  sent  to  sum- 
mons the  castle  which  was  still  rejected,  but  now 
taking  into  consideration  the  great  care  and  love 
to  so  many  gentlemen  soldiers  in  the  castle,  and 
the  misery  they  lived  in,  the  effusion  oi  so  much 
innocent,  blood  which  was  likely  to  be  made, 
and  many  a  sackless  man  in  it»  they  thought 
once  more  to  summons  them,  and  give  them  to 
understand,  that  if  they  pleased  to  come  to  a 


AtdTOftY  O?  l^OirrBWlACT.  245 

treaty  about  surrendering  the  sdme,  they  would 
treat  with  them  upon  honourable  terms,  with 
canditioos  fitting  for  such  a  garrison,  and  would 
give  hostages  for  the  same."  To  this,  ^the  gover- 
nor replied,  "  that  it  was  a  matter  of  too 
great  consequence  to  treat  or  give  answer  at 
first,  but  he  would  confer  with  the  knights  and 
gentlemen  of  the  castle,  and  return  an  ansiwer 
as  speedily  as  possible."  Whereupon  the  trum- 
peter was  dismissed. 

On  the  next  mornings  both  parties  kept  up 
a  strict  watch,  and  several  were  killed  with  the 
fire  of  musketry.  The  governor  of  the  castle, 
considering  the  impossibility  of  maintaining  much 
longer  the  fortress,  gave  permission  to  some  of 
the  leading  gentlemen  and  officers  to  meet  some 
of  the  eneftiy,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
conditions,  on  which  they  expected  the  castle  to 
be  surrendered.  On  this  business  were  employ- 
ed, Sir  Rich.  Hutton,  Sir  Thomas  Bland,  Major 
Copley,  and  Mr.  Tindall.  They  met  in  the 
Half-penny  House,  which  had  been  burnt,  being 
too  hot  to  remain  without  some  shelter.  They 
continued  to  converse  freely  together  for  the  space 
of  two  hours;  and  the  officers  of  the  enemy 
treated  them  liberally  with  sack  and  ale,  which 
were  brought  down  from  the  town. 

During  the  time  that  these  gentlemen  re- 
mained together,  the  governor  sent  for  all  tl^ 
captains,  and  gentlemen  volunteers  into  the  hall 
of  the  castle,  to  cbnsult  what  measures  ought  to  be 
adopted;  whether  they  ought  to  hold  out  to  the 
last  extremity,  or  to  surrciuler  on  equitable  and 
honourable  terms.  As  it  was  deemed  impossible 
to  bold  out  long,  they  agreed  that  the  follow- 
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ing  persons  should  be  chosen  for  treating  with 
the  enemy,  Sir  Rich.  Hutton,  Sir  John  Aamsden , 
and  Sir  George  Wentworth  for  the  gentry.— Mr. 
Hirst  and  Mr.  Key  for  the  clergy — Mr.  Hodgson 
and  Mr.  Hearbread  for  the  volunteers  and  refor- 
madoes,— and  Mr.  Austwick  and  Mr.  Lunn  for 
the  townsmen — and  Lieut.  Col.  Wheatley,  Capt. 
Hemsworth  and  Capt.  Munroe  for  the  soldiers. 

During  this  period,  there  was  a  general  in- 
tercourse between  the  besiegers  and  the  besieged* 
All  firing  ceased,  and  men  and  women  from  the 
town  came  to  converse  with  those  in  the  castle. 
The  soldiers  on  both  sides  formed  into  friendly 
parties,  and  agreed  to  go  and  rob  several  or- 
chards together. 

The  next  morning  Governor  Lowther  sent 
a  drum  with  a  letter  to  Gen.  Poyntz,  inform- 
ing him  that  they  were  ready  to  treat  as  soon 
as  the  place  and  the  time  should  be  appointed. 
Gen.  Poyntz  had  gone  to  York,  and  Overton, 
the  governor  of  the  town,  took  no  notice  of  this, 
till  about  four  o'clock  ir>  the  afternoon,  when  he 
sent  a  drum  with  a  note,  <'  that  they  should  take 
time  to  treat,  and  not  be  so  hasty  as  they  were.'* 
This  was  an  insult,  which  betrayed  the  pusillani- 
mity of  him  who  gave  it,  and  was  .justly  and  pro- 
perly resented    by  Governor  Lowther. 

Overton  had  been  induced  to  make  this  weak, 
imprudent  and  unmanly  reply,  in  consequence 
of  the  information  which  a  captain  from  the 
castle  had  conveyed,  that  the  garrison  had  not 
provisions  for  more  than  five  days.  It  was  like- 
wise reported  among  the  soldiers,  that  the  ene- 
my intended  to  starve  out  the  garrison,  to  strip 
them  as  they  came  out,  and  to  seize  whatever 
the  castle  contained  as  lawful  pillage. 
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At  this  critical  juncture,  Governor  Lowther 
made  use,  most  probably,  of  an  artifice  to  revive 
the  hope  of  relief,  to  inspire  fortitude,  and  en- 
courage the  soldiers  to  make  a  brave  resistanc^e. 
He  produced  a  letter  from  Newark,  informing* 
him  that  Sir  M.  Langdale  on  the  1 2th,  had 
with  all  his  own  forces,  and  four  thousand  Irish 
set  off  to  raise  the  siege  of  Pontefract  Castle, 
and  that  Mr.  Jarvis  Neville  had  been  also  sent 
to  hasten  his  march. 

This  information  produced  the  effect  intend- 
ed ,  and  though  they  were  now  suffering  all  the 
miseries  with  which  a  protracted  siege  is  gene- 
rally attended,  their  spirit  was  unbroken,  and  their 
resolution  and  courage  unabated.  An  account 
being  taken  of  all  the  provisions   in  ihe  castle, 

it  was  found  that  tliey  could  hold  out  for * 

days,  the  gentlemen  and  soldiers  being  allowed 
the  same  portion;  and  they  all  cheerfully  agreed 
to  suffer  any  privations  rather  than  to  submit 
to  disgraceful  terms.  / 

The  governor,  being  confined  to  his  room  de* 
sired  Sir  Richard  Hutton,  and  Sir  G.  Went- 
worth,  to  assemble  the  garrison,  and  impart  to 
them  an  account  of  Overton's  letter,  the  quan* 
tity  of  provisions,  &c.  and  they  replied,  that 
they  were  willing  to  endure  any  hardships,  and 
even  to  sacrifice  their  lives  rather  tlian  basely 
and  dishonourably  surrender, — and  that  if  relief 
did  not  arrive  according  to  their  expectations, 
they  would   consume   all  the   goods   in    the  cas* 

*  In  the  MS.  the  number  of  days  is  obliterated,  and 
it  is  impossible  accurately  to  supply  it.  It  could  not  be 
many,  as  at  the  time  of  their  surrender,  the  whole  was 
pearly  spent 
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tie,  set  the  castle  itself  on  fire,  and  eilher  cut 
their  way  sword  in  hand  through  the  ranks  of 
the  enemy,  or  nobly  fall  attempting  it.  After 
having  come  to  this  resolution,  they  threw  up 
their  hats  and  gave  three  huzzas  in  confirmation 
of  it. 

After  these  transactions  the  governor  ordered 
two  flags  of  defiance  to  be  displayed;  one  from 
the  King's  Tower,  and  the  other  from  the  round 
tower,  and  this  was  left  standing.  Quickly 
after  command  was  given  to  assail  the  eiiemy 
in  every  quarter  with  the  musketry  and  cannon; 
and  a  steady  and  destructive  fire  was  for  some 
time  maintained. 

Towards  evening  a  drum  was  sent  with  pro- 
visions for  the  prisoners,  but  the  besieged  re- 
fused to  admit  him.  On  this  Overton  sent 
another  drum  with  a  letter,  desiring  that  the 
provisions  might  be  sent  to  the  prisoners,  and 
also  excusing  his  former  note,  and  declaring 
that  they  were  ready  to  treat  as  soon  as  Gen. 
Poyntz  returned. 

The  next  day  Gen.  Poyntz  returned,  and 
immediately  sent  a  trumpeter  with  a  letter  to 
the  governor,  to  inform  him  at  what  time  and 
place  tlie  persons  appointed  to  treat,  concerning 
the  sun'ender  of  the  castle,  should  meet.  The 
place  agreed  on  was  a  close  under  BaghiM,  a 
little  above  Broad  Lane  end,  where  a  tent  was 
pitched  for  the  accommodation  of  the  persona 
appointed  to  bring  the  treaty  to  a  final  conclu- 
sion. 

The  committee  for  the  garrison  were  the  gen- 
tlemen before  noticed.  Sir  R.  Hutton,  Sir  J.  Rams- 
den,  Sir  G.  Wentvvorth,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hirst,  and 
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Mr.  Key,  with  Lieut.  Col.  Gilbretb.  Those  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  were  Mr.  L. 
Wastell,  a  lawyer.  Col.  Bright,  Lieut.  Col.  Fair- 
fax, and  Lieut.  Col.  Copley.  About  four  o'clock 
Gen.  Poyntz,  Col.  Overton,  artd  nine  officers  came 
to  the  Barbican  gate,  and  the  committee  from 
the  castle  went  down,  and  marched  with  them 
to  the  tent.  They  continued  in  close  debate 
till  nine  o'clock,  but  did  not  come  to  any 
agreement.  At  length  the  committee  for  the 
besieged  rose  and  departed,  declaring  that  they 
were  determined  to  fight  it  out,  as  they  did 
not  value  their  lives  so  much  as  their  honour; 
and  could  not  submit  to  the  terms  offered 
without  sacrificing  it  for  ever.  The  deputies  of 
the  enemy  followed  them  to  the  castle,  and 
desired  that  they  would  meet  again  the  next 
day,  when  it  was  hoped  an  adjustment  might 
be  made. 

Accordingly  the  next  day,  20th  of  July,  each 
party  met,  and  abating  in  their  demands,  a 
treaty  was  made  and  signed  for  the  surrender 
of  the  castle,  upon  honourable  terms.  The  siege 
had  lasted  five  months,  from  the  time  it  was 
relieved,  and  the  enemy  could  not  have  lost 
fewer  in  killed  and  wounded,  before  this  fortress, 
than  a  thousand  men.  The  garrison  had  dis- 
played a  courage,  which  did  equal  honour  to 
themselves  and  the  cause  they  had  espoused. 
Their  sallies  had  been  planned  with  judgment^ 
and  were  executed  with  promptness,  vigour  and 
success.  Though  on  every  hand  surrounded  by 
superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  almost 
destitute  of  every  necessary,  they  were  not  in- 
timidated, nor  could  be  induced  to  make  a  dis- 
graceful capitulation. 
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The  following  letter  which  the  speaker  of 
the  House  of  Commons  received  frora  the  com- 
mittee at  York)  will  give  the  terms  on  which 
the  castle  was  surrendered. 

"  The  enemy  in  Pontefract  Castle  were 
last  week  summoned  to  surrender,  which  caused 
them  to  desire  a  treaty.  Accordingly  the  Colonels 
Wastell,  Copley,  Overton  and  Bright,  were  au- 
thorised to  treat." 

"  The  castle  is  to  be  delivered  up  to  the 
parliament  to-morrow  at  eight  o'clock,  with  every 
thing  therein,  save  that  the  officers  are  allowed 
to  carry  away  what  is  properly  their  own,  so 
that  it  exceeds  not  what  a  cloak  bag  will  con- 
tain«  and  the  garrison  are  to  march  to  Newark." 

"  We  are  in  treaty  for  Scarbro*,  which  we 
hope  shortly  will  be  reduced.  This  you  will 
please  to  communicate  to  the  Houi$e,  from 

Sirs,  &c. 

Francis   Pierrepoint, 

York,  July  20.  1645.  Wilfred    Lawson, 

HfiKRY  ChOLMLEY," 
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SECTION  XIV. 

Events  which  followed  the  surrender  of  the  Castle^ 
an  account,  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
surprised^  the  last  Siege,  Surrender,  and  ^nal 
Demolitioiu 

v/N  the  surrender  of  the  castle  to  the  troopi^ 
of  the  parliatrient,  the  House  of  Commons  im- 
mediately appointed  Sir  Tho.  Fairfax  governor.* 
The  lords,  coftsidering  that  Col.  Poynt'z  had  the 
honour  of  termlUatincp  the  siege,  and  as  a  reward 
for  his  services,  *  thinking  it  was  but  just  to  ap- 
point him  governor  of  the  castle,  sent  a  mes- 
sage to  the  commons  desiring  that  they  would 
honour  him  with  this  mark  of  their  favour  and 
confidence;  but  being  informed  that  they  had  al- 
ready appointed  Sir  Tho.  Fairfax,  the  lords  ac- 
quiesced *.  Sip  Thomas  being  folly  employed  in 
pursuing  the  dispersied  and  almost  vanquished 
royalists,  appointed  Col.  Cotterel  as  his  sub- 
stitute, to  the  chief  command  of  the  castle, 
with  an  hundred  men  to  attend  him. 

There  were  few  places  but  what  now  sur- 
I'cndered  to  the  victorious  arms  of  the  parlia- 
mentary forces.  SandaH  Castle  surrendered  a 
few  days  after  that  of  Pontefract.  The  troops 
which  had  been  employed  in  the  siege  of  these 
places  were  now  at  liberty  to  march  ag'ainst  any 
<>f  the  small  parties  of  the  royalists,  which  still 
♦  Whitlocx,  p,  162. 

K  k  *  - 
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remained  unsubdued.  A  small  party  of  these 
was  collected  at  Worksop,  and  were  engaged 
n  fortifying  the  manor  house  there.  Colonel 
Copley,  who  now  commanded  Major  General 
Poyntz's  horse,  marched  from  Pontefract  to  at- 
tack them;  but  on  his  approach  they  were  so 
intimidated  that  they  fled  with  the  utmost  pre- 
cipitation. Some,  however,  of  the  cavalry  and 
pioneers  fell  into  his  hand  *. 

While  the  towns  and  fortresses,  which  were  oc- 
cupied by  the  king's  troops  in  England,  were  falling 
before  the  rapid  movements  of  Fairfax  and  Crom- 
well, the  astonishing  achievements  of  the  Marquis 
of  Montrose,  in  Scotland,  afforded  some  consola- 
tion, and  shed  a  gleam  of  hope  among  the  roy- 
alists. Lord  Digby  received  a  commissipn  from 
the  king,  as  Lieutenant  General  of  all  the  forces 
Dorth  of  the  Trent,  and  had  under  him.  Sir 
Marmaduke  Langdale,  Sir  Rich.  Hutton,  and 
others.  He  was  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  horse 
amounting  to  fifteen  thousand;  and  with  these 
he  resolved  to  push  north,  and  if  possible  to 
join  Montrose,   who   had  scarcely,  any  cavalry, 

The  design  was  bold,  and  if  it  could  have 
been  executed,  might  have  supported  the  royal 
cause,  and  prevented  the  defeats  of  Montrose,  at 
Philip-Haugh.  Lord  Digby  made  the  attempt, 
and  had  successfully  led  his  valiant  horse  from 
Oxford  to  Ferrybridge,  where  he  surprised  four 
hundred  of  the  parliamentary  forces  which  lay 
there,  took  their  arms  from  them  and  shattered 
Col.  Wren's  regiment  of  horse.  .  He  then  pur- 
sued his  march  to  Sherburn,   where  he  halted. 

Col.  Copley,  who  most  probably  lay  at  Ponte- 
•  Whitlock,  p.  177. 
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Tract,  on  receiving  information  of  the  enemy,  im- 
mediately pursued  with  his  cavalry,  and  soon 
came  up  with  the  rear,  near  Sherburn.  Copley 
occupied  a  commanding  ground,  near  Milford, 
and  waited  the  attack  of  the  enemy.  Digby 
sounded  to  horse,  and  having  collected  some  of 
his  troops,  rushed  forward  to  the  attack  without 
waiting  for  the  remainder.  Copley's  horse  sus- 
tained the  charge  with  firmness,  but  was  after- 
wards compelled  to  fly.  They  took  the  road 
to  Sherburn,  and  Lord  Digby's  horse  pursued* 
them.  On  seeing  the  horse  fl3'ing,  those  troops 
which  had  remained  in  Sherburn  considered  the 
day  as  lost,  and  mounting  their  horses  fled  in 
all  directions.  A  troop  of  Col.  Copley's  horse, 
which  had  continued  unbroken,  now  fdl  on  the 
rear  of  Lord  Digby's,  whilst  the  horse  he  was 
pursuing  rallied;  and  wholly  unable  to  sustain 
this  attack,  he  was  routed  and  pursued  three 
miles. 

Lord  Digby  had  however  the  g'ood  fortune 
to  escape,  and  after  having  encountered  many 
difficulties,  he  reached  the  Isle  of  Man,  and 
from  thence  got  safe  into  Ireland.  In  this  ren- 
contre Col.  Cornaby,  Sir  Richard  Hutton,  and 
several  other  officers  were  killed ;  and  four  Colo- 
nels, many  inferior  oflioers,  gentlemen  and  re- 
formadoes,  and  between  three  and  four  thousand 
troopers ;  were  taken  prisoners.  The  Countess  of 
Nidesdale,  the  Lord  Digby's  coach,  the  king's 
surgeon,  and  much  good  pillage,  were  also  taken. 
In  Lord  Digby's  coach  mauy  letters  were  found, 
and  some  to  a  member  of  the  house  of  com^- 
mons,  who  in  consequence  was  dismissed*. 

*  The  account   given  of  this  engagement  is  taken   from 
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.  This  victory  was  deemed  of  such  importance 
that  a  special"  messenger  was  dispatched  to  in- 
form the  House  of  it,  who  voted  forty  pounds 
as  a  reward  to  him. 

From  this  period  the  arms  of  the  parliament 
were  every  where  victorious.  The  city  of  Ox- 
ford only,  where  the  king  shut  himself  up  du- 
ring the  winter,  remained  unsubdued.  In  this 
hopeless  state  Charles  fled  to  the  Scotch'  army 
which  lay  before  Newark,  and  continued  in  effect 
a  prisoner.  The  royalists  were  disbanded,  and 
those  gentlemen,  who  had  enjoyed  commissions 
under  his  Majesty,  retired  to  their  own,  estates 
and  lived  in  privacy. 

The  year  1647  passed  over  .in  fruitless  trea- 
ties between  the  king  and  the  parliament,  and 
in  contentions  between  the  latter  and  the  army. 
The  army  secured  the  king's  person,  and  directed 
by  their  officer^,  overawed  and  entirely  attained 
dominion  over  the  parliament.  Amidst  the  con- 
fusion which  arose  from  these  contests,  the  king 
Hed;  but  not  finding  a  ship  to  convey  him  to 
the  Continent,  he  surrendered  himself  to  Ham- 
mond, governor  of  Carisbrook  Castle,  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  where  he  remained  till  he  was 
brought  up  for  his  trial. 

The  kingdom  in  general  was  dissatisfied  at  the 
proceedings   of  the    army,     but    there   was   no 

Clarendon.  The  editor  suspects  his  lordship  had  been  ted 
to  mistate  the  facts  by  receiving  incorrect  information.  It 
is  most  probable  that  Digby  was  attacked  at  unawares, 
and  that  before  he  could  bring  up*  his  remaining  troops, 
the  few  he  had  were  routed^  on  seeing  which  the  rest  fled. 
It  is  not  probable  that  Copley's  horse,  if  >  they  had  been 
routed,  would  have  fled  to  Sherbum,  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  when  they  miglit  have  fled  either  to  the  right  or  left 
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power  sufficient  to  cpunteract  them.  '  The  Pres- 
byterians eodeavoured  to  liberate  the  king,  and 
the  cavaliers  and  .Hiod^ate  men,  of  all  parties 
)oine<^  with  them.  The  Scotch  declared  in  his 
favour,  and  prepat*ations  were  made  to  invade 
England,  join  the  Presbyterians  and  others,  and 
immediately  to  attempt  the  restoration  of  the 
king  to  his  throne,  on  terms  consistent  with 
the  liberty  of  the  subject  and  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution. 

While  these  events  engrossed  the  attention 
of  the  nation,  Cotterel,  the  governor  of  Ponte^ 
fract  Castle,  which  on  account  of  its  strength  and 
impdttance  had  beeti  preserved  from  that  ruin 
to  which  many  others  had  been  devoted,  ex- 
ercised a  severe  jurisdiction  over  his  neighbours. 
From  the  details  of  the  first  and  second  sieges 
it  will  appear,  that  most  of  the  gentlemen  in 
this  neighbourhood  took  an  active  part  in  sup- 
port of  the  king  and  his  prerogatives.  On 
the  conclusion  of  the.  war  they  had  retired  to 
their  estates,  but  as  they  were  known  to  have 
had  commissions  from  the  king,  and  to  retain 
the  same  principles  of  loyalty,  they  were  narrowly 
watched,  and  under  various  pretences  fined  con-^ 
siderable  sums  of  money  for  their  delinquency*. 

•  The  following  list  of  gentlemen  who  compounded  for 
their  estates^  or  paid  fines  to  tlie  government,  and  who  eUher 
resided  in  this  part  of  the  country,  or  took  an  active  part 
in  the  defence  of  the  castle,  will  establish  the  f^'t  stated 
above.  This  account  is  taken  Utorn  a.  catalogue  of  such  lords^ 
knights  and  gentlemen,  as  compounded  for  their  estates,  pnnted 
for  Thomas  Dring,  1655,  and  from  Wilson's  M^^  pedigree. 

Beaumont,  Sir  Thomas,  Whitriey  Hall,  fined        700      0      0 
Bunny,  Francis,  Newlaod,  n^  Wakefield,    .        90     O      0 
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Cotterel,  from  the  infortnation  he  received, 
which  might  not  be  always  deserving  of  credit, 
sent  for  several   of  the  neighbouring  gentlemen, 

£,        t.       <L 
Bbnd,  Sir  Thomas,  Kippax  Park,  ivho  com^ 

mauiied  in  the  siege, '    .       405      0       O 

Beverle}',    John,  of  Selby  and  great  Smeaton, 

who   was  major  of  a  regiment  of  loot  lor 

Charles, 200      0       3 

CuUer,  Sir  Jarvis,  Statnborough,  ....  102  0  0 
Copley.  Godfrey,  Sprotborough,  ....  1543  0  0 
Couk,  Bryan,  of  Doncaster,  fined  ofiS?  :  6  :  8. 

Settled  on 1833     11     10 

Dalston,  Sir  George,  of  Heath,  was  a  member 

gf  pariiament   tlie    1 6ih    Charles   I .     He 

took  part  with  the  King,  and  was  fined>  700  O  0 
Downey,  Christopher,  of  Cowick,  near  Snaith, 

was  created  a  Baronet  in  May  19,  1642. 

He  supported  Charles  in  the  war,  but  was 

not  fined.     Sir  John,  his  son,  was  create 

by    Charles    II.    Viscount  Downe,  of  the 

kingdom  ot  Ireland. 
Jackman,   Matthew,   Empsall,       .      .....       .45       0      0 

Lowther,  Sir  William,  Governor  of  our  castle,    .  200      0      0 

Margison,  Richard,    Armin, 30      0      0 

Mountain,    Isaac,    and    his    son    George,    of 

Wistow,  j^50  per  annum,  and  ....  155  O  0 
Neville,  Francis,  Chcvit,     ........     1000       0      0 

Nuttal,   John,    Rawcliflf, 320       0      0 

Oates,  Richard,  Aldermati,  Ponte&act)        .     .        22      0      0 

Stile,   Thomas,   Kellington, 100      O      0 

Stringer,  £sq.  Thomas,  Charleston,  .  .  .  485  O  0 
Stables,  Wm.  Alderman,  Pontefract,      ...         12      0      0 

Tatham,  John,  do 1!  4      0      0 

William,  do.*     .....         75       0      0 

Thompson,  WiHiam,  Brotherton,  ....  I09  0  0 
Went  worth,  8ir  George,  WoHey,  ,  .  .  .  3188  6  0 
Yarborough,  Sir  Nicholas,  of  Balne  Hail,  .  .  600  0  0 
This   was   a.  branch   of  the    Yarboroughs  of 

Snaith    Hall.      Sir    Nicholas   was   in   the 

commissbn  of  array  for  Charles   1.   and 

mm   his   death  ijie   was    iined   the  above 
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and  detained  them  prisoners  for  some  time  ia 
the  castle.  However  this  conduct  might  be  jus- 
tified on  the  ground  of  prudence^  and  however 
necessary  it  was  t.o  watch  the  motions  of  the 
royalists,  it  had  an  unhappy  influence  on  their 
minds.  They  felt  they  were  always  suspected, 
and  always  insecure,  on  account  of  the  part  they 
had  already  taken;  and  were  in  consequence 
disposed  to  avail  themselvqs  of  the  first  opportu- 
nity to  avenge  the  insults,  which  they  supposed 
they  had  received,  and  aid  in  any  attempt  to 
restore  the  king. 

Sir  Marmaduke  Langdale,  had  received  pri- 
vate intelligence  that  the  Scotch  were  ready  to 
invade  England,  and  having  received  his  Ma- 
jesty's  commission,  he  collected  what  royalists 
he  could  to  give  success  to  the  attempt  In  his 
way  north,  he  visited  spveral  of  his  old  friends  in 
this  neighbourhood,  informed  them  of  the  design 
of  the  Scotch,  and  that  with  a  view  to  aid  and 
assist   in   the  enterprize    he  was  now  hastening 

£,      *.      I/, 
sum.    His  son.  Sir  Thomas  Yarborough, 
was  High  Sheriff  in  the  tenth  of  Charles 
II.    1S73. 

Woolstoneholme,  of  Woolstoneholme,  Lanca- 
shire, having  purchased  Nostel  Priory,  built 
a  house  there.  This  son  and  heir.  Sir 
John,  carried  plate  to  York,  for  the  use 
of  the  king,  to  the  value  of  /1 0,000, 
and  it  appears  from  his  own  papers  that 
he  was  fined  an  equal  sum  for  his  delin- 
quency       10000    0      0 

His  son  Henry  was  slain  in  the  battle  of  Marston  Moor ; 

and  Sir  Thomas,  his  brother,  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Nascby. 

Being  reduced  by  the  war,  he  sold  Nostel  to  the    family  of 

Gargreaves,  of  whom  it  was  purchased  by  Sir  George  Wynn, 

But  in  which  bfoiiy  it  still  continues. 
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to  join  them.  Some  of  them  noticed^  '^  that  it 
would  be  possible  to  take  the  castle  of  Ponte- 
fract  by  surprize,"  and  that  as  the  troops  of 
the  parliament  must  be  drawn  from  London  to 
meet  the  Scotch,  and  there  wouM  be  risings  of 
the  people  in  all  directions,  to  reobtain  possession 
of  the  castle,  would  occupy  a  part  of  the  ene- 
my's forces,  and  might  contribute  to  the  general 
success.'*  In  consequence  of  this  a  resolntion 
was  made,  that  when  the  Scotch  under  the  Duke 
of  Hamilton  should  invade  England,  the  gentle- 
men should  surprise  the  castle^  and  hold  it  for 
the  king. 

Langdale  gave  them  a  commission  to  execute 
the  pl^n,  when  it  should  be  deemed  advisable, 
'  and  settled  a  method  of  correspondence  between 
himself  and  them.  After  his  departure,  they 
informed  him  of  all  their  proceedings  and  receiv- 
ed his  directions.  They  endeavoured  to  conci- 
liate Cotterel,  the  governor  of  the  castle,  and 
were  so  successful,  that  he  treated  them  with 
more  humanity  and  discovered  less  jealousy  than 
he  had  been   accustomed  to  do. 

Among  those  who  agreed  to  surprise  the 
castle,  was  one  Col.  Morrice.  He  is  baid  to 
have  been  in  his  youth,  page  to  Thonias  Went- 
worth,  of  Wentworth  Woodhouse,  Earl  of  Staf- 
ford; one  of  the  most  able  statesmen  in  the 
kingdom,  but  the  chief  adviser  of  those  unconsti- 
tutional measures,  which  brought  on  the  civil 
war,  of  whom  Lord  Digby  said,  **  I  believe  his 
practices  in  themselves  have  been  as  high  and 
tyrannical  as  any  subject  ever  ventured,  upon; 
and  the  malignity  of  them  are  greatly  aggrava- 
ted by  those  abilities  of  bis,  of  which  God  has 
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given  him  the  use,  but  the  devil  the  appUca- 
lion,"  In  his  service  Morrice  was  trained  up, 
and  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  entered 
into  that  of  the  king.  He  enjoyed  the  rank  of 
an  officer;  but  whether  he  had  received  some 
affront,  which  he  could  not  forgive,  or  whether 
he  thought  that  he  did  not  enjoy  a  rank  equal 
to  his  merit,  he  quitted  the  service  of  the  king 
in  disgust,  and  joined  the  army  of  the  parlia- 
ment. 

During  the  first  three  years  of  the  war, 
Morrice  often  distinguished  himself  by  a  re- 
solution and  courage,  which  the  greatest  dan- 
gers appeared  rather  to  increase  than  subdue. 
Naturally  bold,  he  was  often  placed  in  the 
post  of  honour  and  difficulty,  and  obtained 
such  renown,  as  to  be  noticed  and  caressed 
by  his  superior  officers.  As  a  reward  for  his 
services  as  well  as  an  incitement  to  his  fu- 
ture exertions,  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  He  did  not  disappoint  the  expectations 
which  his  past  conduct  had  raised;  but  when 
engaged  in  the  most  difficult  enterprises,  he  was 
crowned   with   success. 

Morrice,  though  respected  for  his  military 
talents,  gave  offence  to  the  serious  part  of  the 
army,  by  his  dissipation]  and  licenciousness.  He 
did  not,  like  some  others,  put  on  the  mask  of 
seriousness  as  a  cover  to  the  most  enormous 
crimes,  but  whatever  his  vices  were,  they  were 
notorious.  He  was  the  devotee  of  sensual  grati- 
fications, and  in  his  conversation,  gay,  humorous 
and  pleasing;  and  in  consequence  became  the 
associate  and  friend  of  those  of  a  similar  taste. 

On  new  modelling  the  army,  and  the  intro- 
L  1  » 
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duction  of  strict  disciplitie,  Morrice  Was  left 
Bnemploycd.  Fairfex  and  Crorawell'  would  admit 
none  to  command,  but  who  either  w^re,(  or.  ap- 
peared to  be,  sober  and  religious  tnent  They 
however  dismissed  Morrice  wi»h  professions  of  the 
highest  respect,  aiwi  promised,  that  as  soon  as  a 
proper  occasion  occorred,  they  would  again  call 
him  forth   into  active  service. 

According  to  Lord  Clarendon,  Morrice  was 
not  displeased  at  being  dismissed  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  parliament,  as  he  had  already  begun 
to  repent  of  his  late  rebellioiis  conduct.  Being 
a  gentleman  possessed  of  a  competent  estate  in 
this  part  of  Yorkshire*,  he  came  and  resided  up- 

*  The  editor  lament*;  that  \m  researches  to  find  out  tlie 
place  where  Colonel  Morrice  resided,  and  the  estates  which 
belonged  to  him,  have  been  without  success.  Could  this  have 
been  ascertained,  it  might  have  thrown  some  light  on  the 
following  narrative;  and  by  connecting  time  and  place,  would 
have  rendered  the  whole  more  complete.  An  historian  has 
frequent  reason  to  regret  his  want  of  materials,  which  are 
sometimes  locked  up  in  the  libraries  of  the  great,  and  to 
which  all  access  is  denied.  Castilion  Morrice,  a  son  of  Col. 
Morrice,  whose  daughter  Ann  married  WiUianl  Sykes,  of 
Stockholm,  merchant,  is  mentioned  in  the  Milnes'  pedigree,  Vid. 
Beetham.  This  William  Sykes  was  brother  of  Richard  S^kei, 
of  Leeds  and  Ledston,  whose  eldest  daughter  and  coheir  mar- 
ried Tho.  Wilson,  grandfather  to  the  late  bishop  of  Bristol, 
whose  second  son,  Christopher  Wilson,  Esq.  of  Elmsal,  in 
right  of  that  marriage,  possesses  the  very  valuable  estate  of 
the  Park,  at  Leeds,  formerly  an  appendage  to  tlie  ancient 
castle  of  that  name. 

The  motiier  of  William  Sykes,  who  married  Ann,  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Castilion  Morrice,  as  above  mentioned,  niar> 
ried  to  her  second  husband  Joseph  Poole,  Esq.  of  Sykehouse, 
in  the  parish  of  Fishlake,  a  Capuin  in  the  army  of  the  par- 
liament, and  who  frequently  hazarded  his  lite,  in  various  at- 
tempts to  scale  the  walls  of  our  castle  during  the  last  siege. 
Be  rcbided  some  time  after  the  castJe  was  aoriendered  and 
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I OD  it ;  and  resolved  to  .wipe  of  tbe  stain  of  xebeflion 
by  opposing  the  cause  of  <the  parliament,  the 
first  jopportuoity  wlndi  .presented.     That  such  a 

di^^rnantlecly  in  the  house  now  called  the  Castle  Chain  House ;  and 
various  letters  directed  to  him  there,  are  stiH  in  tlie  possession 
of  John  Milncs  Csq.  Wakefield.  He  afterwards  went  aiid 
refiided  at  Chapellhorp^  near  Wakefieivi^  and  at  last  retired  to 
tliat  town,  where  he  ended  his  days.  He  was  buried  in  the 
Quakers*  burning  ground,  where  a  stone  still  remains  to  his 
memory.     He  died  Sep.  16,  HO*. 

The  Ikroity  of  Poole,  of  Sykehouse  and  Drax,  sprung 
origiDiilly  from  the  Fooles  of  Spinkhill,  in  the  county  of  Derby. 
Baxter  info.m^  us  that  the  ancestor  of  Matthew  Poole,  was 
OQe  of  the  first  to  embrace  the  reformation;  and  was  in 
consequence  driven  away  from  Spinkhill,  By  another  branch 
of  lite  iamily  who  was  as  ^zealous  for  popery.  There  is  a 
pedigree  of  this  family  in  the  Herald^s  Office,  which  traces  the 
fa:ijy  for  nineteen  generations.  Richard  Poole,  of  Sykehouse, 
hai  i>sue  Francis  Poole,  Esq.  of  York,  who  married  tlie  daugh- 
ter of  •  Toppin.  Alderman  o£  Vork;  and  a  second 
son  csHed  William.  Francis  had  issue  Matthew  Pool,  the 
industrious  author  of*  tho  Synopsis  Ciiticorum.  He  succeeded 
Dr.  Tuckney  at  St.  Michael's,  .London,  where  he  faithfully 
discharged  the  duties  of  a  pastor  for  fourteen  years,  till  he  was 
silenced  by  the  Bartholomew  Act.  He  retired  to  Holland, 
^'here  he  died,  greatly  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him ;  for 
"  he  was  ■  piea«ant  in  his  conversation,  true  to  his  friends, 
strict  in  his  piety,  and  universal  in  his  charity." 

William  Poole,  the  younger  son  of  the  above  Richard, 
had  issue  Capt.  Samuel  Poole,  of  Leeds,  and  Capt.  Joseph, 
of  Wakefield.  They  had  commissions  in  the  army  of  the  par- 
liament Joseph  was  engaged  in  the  siege  of  our  castle,  as 
above  stale.!.  Capt.  Samuel  had  issue,  by  Silence,  daughter 
of  Peter    Saxton,    vicar    of  Leeds,    David    Poole,    Josiah  and 

Obadiah.      David    Poole    marrieJ    Mary,    relict    of 

Massey,  Esq.  by  whom  he   had   Josiah    Poole,  of  Liverpool, 

nercbant.    josiah  Poole   married and  had  issue  David 

Ppole,  of  Young sbury,  Herefordshire,  Prime  Sergeant  at  Law. 
Thi«  David  married  Jane,  daughter  and  heir  of  John  Bird, 
Esq.  of  Youngsbury,  and  had  issue  Josiah  Poole,  Esq.  of  Knot- 
tingiey,  who  dying  unmarried,  at  Bath,  the  estate  has  descend- 
^  to  hb  younger  brother,  David  Poole,  Esq.  of  Ad^worth. 
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resolution  should  be  formed  at  the  thne  of  hw 
dismissal,  clearly  indicates  that  he  sensibly  felt  the 
mortification  of  disappointed  hope  in  the  career 
of  ambition;  and  it  is  probable  that  his  future 
conduct  was  regulated  as  much  by  a  spirit  of 
revenge  as  by  the  impulse  of  loyalty. 

As  an  officer  who  had  hitherto  distinguished 
himself  in  the  cause  of  the  parliament,  he  was 
readily  admitted  to  the  confidence  of  Cotterel, 
the  governor  of  our  castle.  A  continual  inter- 
course produced  on  the  part  of  the  governor  a 
sincere  friendship,  and  he  honoured  him  with 
every  mark  of  genuine  esteem  and  regard. 
Morrice  visited  the  castle  when  ever  he  pleased, 
and  sometimes  remained  there  for  a  week,  eat- 
ing at  the  same  table^  and  sleeping  in  the  same 
bed,  with  the  governor.  By  the  sprightliness 
of  his  temper,  and  the  vivacity  of  his  wit,  he 
banished  the  tedium  of  military  duty,  and  gained 
such  an  ascendancy,  that  the  governor  parted 
from  him  with  reluctance,  and  was  impatient 
for  the  repetition  of  his  visits. 

While  Morrice  had  the  address  to  secure 
the  friendship,  and  render  himself  almost  neces- 
sary  to  the  comfort,  of  the  governor,  he  had 
entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  royalists  to 
surprise  the  castle.  When  these  met  together  in 
considerable  numbers  to  devise  means  to  effect 
their  purpose,  he  never  appeared  among  them; 
and  only  the  three  Pauldens  seem  to  have  known 
his  intention.  To  keep  clear  of  all  suspicion  he 
associated  with  some  of  the  most  zealous  friends 
of  the  parliament. 

To  try  the  spirit  of  the  country,  he  went 
to  all   the  neighbouring   towns  on   market-days 
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and  at  their  fairs»  and  entered  into  free  conver- 
sation with  men  of  every  description.  The 
information  which  he  collected,  he  communicated 
to  the  royalists  for  their  direction,  and  in  like 
manner  to  the  governor  to  preserve  his  confi<» 
dence  and  favour. 

The  royalists  were  accustomed  to  meet  at  the 
house  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Beaumont,  rector  of 
South  Kirkby.  At  one  of  their  meetings,  one  of 
the  Pauldens  informed  them,  "  that  a  gentleman 
on  whom  they  might  rely  with  the  utmost  con- 
fidence, would  surprise  the  castle  whenever  they 
should  think  the  season  ripe  for  it."  He  there- 
fore advised  them  to  desist  from  any  attempt, 
and  wait  till  they  should  receive  directions 
how  to  proceed,  and  assured  them  of  final  sue-- 
cess.  He  observed,  that  if  time,  place,  and  other 
circumstances  were  fixed,  and  communicated  to  all 
engaged  so  long  beforehand,  it  was  probable  the 
design  would  be  detected  and  finally  frustrated. 
They  agreed  to  enlist  men  who  should  be  ready 
to  take  arms  when  required;  and  they  soon  ob- 
tained about  three  hundred  foot  and  fifty  horse, 
who  had  served  under  them  in  the  preceeding 
nar. 

While  measures  were  thus  adopted  without, 
Morrice  was  no  less  active  in  carrying  on  his 
design  within  the  castle.  He  corrupted  Major 
Ashby,  Ensign  Smith  and  Sergeant  Lloyd,  and 
a  corporal,  who  entered  into  his  plan,  and  en- 
gaged to  assist  in  surprising  the  fortress.  The 
garrison  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  men,  and 
many  of  these  were  quartered  in  the  town;  so 
that  it  appeared  not  difficult  to  seize  the  fort- 
ress, provided  the  design  should  not  be  discovered. 


262  RlBTIHiy  !0(F.1K»TEnUCT* 

To  pre^nt  dl  suspicion  on  the  part  of  the 
governor,  Morrice^  as  if  coRcerned  for  his  safety 
informed  «'bini,  **  that  he  ooght  to  take  great 
care  that  he  JMtd  ^lone  bni  faithful  men  in  the 
castle,  as  he  was- confident  there  were  some  men 
who  did  not  live  far  oflf,  and  who  many  times 
came  to  visit  .him»  who  had  some  design  upon 
fhe  place/'  rHe  however  assured  him,  **  that 
there  was  a  false  brodier  amongst  them,  who 
would  not  fail  -to  give  him  >timely  notice  of  their 
design;  and  that  whenever  they  should  be  ready 
tx>  ma^e  the  attempt,  .he  would  throw  himself 
into  the  castle  with  forty  or  fifty  rewlute  men, 
whom  he  had  engaged  for  that  purpose,  and 
who  with  the<garrison  would  be  sufficient  to  de- 
fend the  place^. and  repel  any  attack. 

The  persons  whom  Morrice  privately  enga- 
ged were  zealous  adherents  of  the  parliament ; 
and  some  of  these  he  oceassionaNy  brought  with 
him  to  the  oastle,  and  mentioned  them  to  the 
governor,  tas  the  persons  who  were  prepared, 
whenever  it  should,  b^  deemed  necessary  to  oome 
to  his  assistance.  The  .governor  had  no  m^i- 
oion  of  the  in^dncerity.  of  Morrice ;  and  *hi8  pre- 
tended zeal  for  the  cause,  in  endeavouring  to 
detect  the  dtssign.  of  the  royalirts,  and  io  adopt- 
ing  prudent  measures  .  to  pi^event  its  aecom- 
pli^hment,  encreased  his-oonfidence  in  him. 

The  atate  of  the  coantri)^,.  and  the  meetings 
of  the  royalists  in  different  pa{>ts,  at  length 
raised  a  general  suspicion  of  some  design 
against  tbe^astle^;  and  Gotterel  received,  aeveral 

•  Nov.  30,  1647,  letters  from  Major  Gen.  Pojntz  in- 
formed of  a  dc$ign  to  surprise  Pontc?fract  for  the  king.  Vid. 
Whitlock* 
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letters  from  his  friends  requesting  him  '^  to>  take 
care  of  Col.  Morrice»  who  bad  resolved  to  be- 
tray hfip/'  for  he  had  been  at  the  nieetiogs  of 
some  men  who  were  most  malignant.  Morrice^ 
who  now  attended  the  meetings  of  the  royaKsts^ 
pretended  to  inform  the  governor  of  what  passed^ 
so  that  on  the  reception  of  such  letters^  the  go^ 
vernor  shewed  them  to  him  and  they  both  smiled. 

On  such  oCcadioni^  Morrice  said,  *^  that 
though  the  governor  had  no  mistrust  of  his 
friendship,  and  knew  him  too  well  to  think  him 
capaUfS  of  such  baseness,  yet  for  his  own  sake, 
he  ought  not  to  slight  the  information,  as  it 
would  makei  ^^^  friends  less  careful  of  him; 
and  that  if  he  had  not  informed  him  respecting 
them,  there  would  be  just  reason  to  suspect 
him  of  an  intention  to  betray  the  castle;  that 
on  this  account  it  would  be  better  for  him  to 
retire  (^to  his  own  house,  till  such  time  as  jea- 
lousy and  suspicion  had  subsided.'' 

In  this  artful  manner  he  managed  the  go^ 
vernor,  and  by  making  pretended  discoveries  of 
the  royalists,  he  rendered  it  necessary  for  him*- 
self  to  be  consulted  in  order  to  frustrate  them* 
Geaeral  Pbyntz,  who  formed  a  true  estimate  of 
the  character  and  principles  of  Morrice,  faithfully 
warned  Cotterel  to  guard  against  his  duplicity 
and  treachery;  but  he  judgmg  of  the  sincerity 
of  Morrice's  profession  of  friend!>hip  and  zeal 
fiom  his  own,  neglected  the  warmng. 

At  length  the  time  for  this  bold  and  enter* 
prising  roan  to  strike  the  blow  he  had  long 
meditated,  approached.  The  daily  risings  of 
the  royalists  in  England,  and  the  alarms  of  the 
Scottish  invafiiion^  led  the  party  who  had  confe- 
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derated  with  Morrice  to  make  the  attempt. 
They  had  waited  some  time  impatiently  for  an 
express  order  from  Sir  M.  Langdale,  who  bad 
in  the  north  surprised  Carlisle  and  taken  Ber- 
wick; but  none  arriving,  they  supposed  that  one 
must  have  been  sent,  but  had  miscarried.  They 
waited  on  the  Pauldens,  and  maintained  that 
to  delay  the  attempt  longer  would  be  dangerous; 
and  the  Pauldens  waited  on  Morrice  to  fiil6I 
his  engagement. 

The  time  agreed  upon  was  a  certain  night* 
when  the  corporal,  whom  Morrice  had  corrupted, 
should  be  upon  guard,  and  when  the  gentlemen 
engaged  were  to  be  ready  near  a  particular 
part  of  the  wall,  where  the  corporal  would  place 
sentinels  acquainted  with  the  design,  and  who 
were  to  aid  in  the  attempt.  Morrice  himself 
hastened  to  the  castle,  and  on  that  very  night 
slept,  as  usual,  with  the  governor.  The  gentlemen, 
to  the  number  of  eighty  on  horseback,  each 
carrying  a  footman  behind  him,  came  accord- 
ing to  appointment,  but  a  circumstance,  which 
could  not  be  foreseen,  occurred,  and  prevented 
the  accomplishment  of  their  scheme.  The  cor- 
poral had  got  drunk  the  evening  before,  most 
probably  with  the  intention  to  render  himself 
more  bold  and  daring,  in  the  proposed  assault. 
Overpowered  by  sleep  he  forgot  his  engage- 
ments, and  being  unfit  for  duty,  another  person 
was  appointed  sentinel  on  that  part  of  the  wall 
which  was  to  be  scaled. 

The*  gentlemen  had  brought  with  them  sca- 
ling ladders,  and  whatever  they  conceived  ne- 
cessary to  the   success  of  their  enterprise.    On 

♦  May  22,  1648.    Vid.  Whitlock. 
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ffloufiting  their  ladders,  the  sehtmel  dfecovered 
them,  called  out  to  them,  ran  to  the  court  of 
the  castfe  to  call  for  assistance,  and  gave  a 
general  atami.  Supported  by  the  other  men 
on  duly  he  returned,  and  commencing  a  vigorous 
fire  on  the  assailants,  they  were  compelled  to 
fly,  leaving  a  ladder  in  the  ditch. 

On  the  alarm  being  given  Morrice  arose, 
and  finding  the  design  defeated,  took  an  active 
part  in  the  fcastle.  Being  with  the  governor 
at  the  time  this  attempt  was  made,  was  a  cir- 
cumstance to  which  either  suspicion  or  confi- 
dence might  be  attached;  and  Morrice  and  his 
accomplices  had  the  good  fortune  to  escape  de- 
tection. 

The  next  morning  the  ladder  which  the  as- 
sailants, left  in  the  ditch,  was  a  sufficient  proof 
that  a  real  attempt  had  been  made  to  surprise 
the  castle.  The  troops  collected  for  this  attack, 
on  being  discovered,  dispersed.  One  hialf  of  the 
horse  marched  north,  and  joined  Langdale;  the 
other  kept  in  the  woods,  while  they  sent  spies 
into  the  castle,  to  gain  information  whether 
their  friends  within  were  safe,  or  whether  the 
whole  plot  had  been  detected,  and  they  were 
secured  and  confined.  The  spies  soon  returned, 
and  brought  them  the  pleasing  intelligence,  that 
the  enterprise  had  only  failed  through  the  in- 
toxication of  the  corporal,  but  that  neither  Mor- 
rice nor  any  of  his  accomplices  were  in  the  least 
suspected.  They  now  departed  to  their  own 
homes,  to  take  other  measures  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  design. 

The  governor  now  became  more  vigilant,  and 
ordered  all  those  soldiers,  who  had  slept  in  the 
Mm  * 
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town,  to  repair  to  the  castle.  But  this  vi^ance 
proved  the  very  means  of  the  castle  being 
surprised,  and  himself  made  prisoner.  For 
granting  warrants  to  fetch  beds  and  provi- 
sions, against  an  appointed  time,  out  of  the 
country  for  the  accommodation  of  the  garrison, 
Morrice  and  Capt.  William  Paulden,  disguised 
Jike  country  gentlemen,  with  nine  others  like 
plain  peasants  and  constables  to  attend  and 
guard  them,  having  pocket  pistols,  daggers,  &c. 
concealed  under  their  garments,  appeared  at  the 
castle  gate,  with  carts  loaded  with  provisions, 
Beds,  &c.  On  their  arrival  the  draw  bridge 
was  soon  let  down,  and  the  beds  and  provisions 
having  been  delivered  at  the  main  guard  just 
within  the  gate,  mon^y  was  given  to  some  of 
the  sentinels  to  fetch  ale,  on  pretence  to  make 
them  merry.  Scarce  had  these  departed  when 
Morrice  and  his  friends  seized  on  and  mastered 
the  main  guard,  made  way  for  their  friends 
horse  and  foot  to  enter,  and  then  drew  up  the 
draw  bridge;  they  forced  most  of  the  guard  into 
a  dungeon  about  thirty  steps  in  depth,  which 
would  hold  about  tliree  hundred  men.  One  of 
the  confederates,  reserved  for  that  purpose,  went 
to  shew  Captain  William  Paulden,  and  a  few 
others,  the  sub-governor's  appartment,  whom  they 
found  newly  laid  down  on  the  bed  in  his  clothes, 
with  his  tuck  or  long  sword  beside  him.  The 
captain  told  him  the  castle  was  surprised  and 
himself  a  prisoner.  Cotterel  suddenly  arose  and 
made  a  home  thrust  at  the  captain,  who  parried 
the  attack,  and  equal  valour  was  displayed  on 
both  sides,  till  the  governor,  finding  himself 
sorely  wounded  in  the  head  and   arm  made  a 
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desperate  lunge  at  Paulden,  but  missing  his 
aim,  had  the  misfortune  to  break  his  tuck 
against  the  bedpost.  At  this  moment  entered 
Morrice  and  the  other  officers  and  gentlemen, 
of  whom  he  had  been  so  often  warned.  To 
attempt  a  longer  defence  against  such  numbers 
would  have  been  vain  and  useless;  and  nothing 
now  remained  but  to  beg  quarter,  which  was 
readily  granted.  Morrice  comforted  him  with 
the  assurance  "  of  good  usage,  and  that  he 
would  procure  his  pardon  from  the  king  for  his 
rebellion."  However  he  was  sent  to  his  men 
in  the  dungeon.  Notice  of  the  affair  having 
been  sent  to  Capt.  Tho.  Paulden,  he  marched 
into  the  castle  with  thirty  horse;  and  about 
five  hundred  foot,  part  of  the  king's  scattered 
troops  joined  them  soon  after.  This  happened 
the  6th  of  June,  1648,  which  being  the  market^ 
day,  afforded  them  an  opportunity  of  furnishing 
themselves  with  all  manner  of  provisions  from 
the  town..  Tliey  found  in  the  castle  a  good 
quantity  of  salt  and  malt,  with  four  thousand 
stand  of  arms,  a  good  store  of  ammunition,  some 
cannon,  and   two  mortar  pieces. 

The  conduct  of  Morrice  towards  Cotterel 
merits  general  infamy.  He  had  been  the  object 
of  his  sincere  regard,  and  unsuspecting  confix 
dence.  He  had  eaten  his  bread,  and  on  all  oc« 
casions  had  been  treated  with  such  kindness  as 
ought  to  have  unnerved  the  arm  of  an  enemy, 
and  subdued  malignity  itself.  Nor  let  it  be  sup- 
posed that  the  end  justified  the  means.  He 
might  have  been  loyal  without  being  treacherous; 
he  might  as  a  friend  to  the  king  have  thought 
it  his  duty  to  surprise  the  castle,   but  he  ought 
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to  have  preserved  sacred  the  claims  and  the 
rights  of  friendship.  The  roan,  who  had  by 
turns  betrayed  all  parties,  whatever  his  talents 
miglji  be,  can  have  no  claim  to  be  considered 
in  any  other  light,  than  as  totally  destitute 
of  principle,  and  governed  solely  by  caprice, 
revenge,  or  ambition. 

The  regular  troops  of  the  parliament  were 
principally  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Lam-^ 
bert,  who  had  been  sent  to  watch  the  motions 
and  check  the  progress  of  Sir  Philip  Musgrave, 
and  Sir  Marmaduke  Langdale,  in  the  north. 
The  committee  of  the  militia  in  Yorkshire,  imme- 
diately   appointed   Sir  Edward  Rodes*  and  Sir 

•  Rodes,  Sir*  Edward.    Wilson  derives  the  pddigree  of  this 
fiuRtly  from  the   Rodes'^  Barons  of  Horncaslle,  in   the  county 
of  Lincob.       In  the  MLInes   Pedigree,   (Beetham^s  Baronet- 
age,)   there  is   no  notice   of  any  connection  between  the  two 
families;    and   the   account    begins    with    Francis    Rodes,   of 
Stavefey  Woodthorpe,   in    tlie  county  of  Derby,    Esq.  one  of 
the  judges  of  the    Court   of  Common  Pleas,   in  the   time  of 
Eliz.      He   died  Jan.  7j  3l8t  year  of  Elizabeth.      The  judge 
was   twice  married,    and  had    issue  by .  both  his  wives.      The 
eldest    son    of  the    first    marriage,    was    Sir   John  Rodes,    of 
Balboroiigh,  whose  second  son.  Sir  Francis  Rodes,  was  created 
a  Baronet,  August  14,  1641.      The   second    son  of   the  first 
carriage,  was   Sir  Peter  Rodes,  of  Hickleton,  in  tJiis  county. 
Sir  Godfrey  Rodes.  of  Great  Houghton,  in  the  county  of 
York,    the    fourth    son    of  the  Judge,  but  eldest  son    of  the 
second    marriage,    had    issue    Sir   Edward    Rodes,    of    Great 
Houghton,  Knt..     In  the  Civil  war,  he  took  an  active  part  in 
favour  of  the  parliament.    The  great  Earl  of  Stmfibrd  married 
his    daughter,   and  on  this  account  he    was  suspected  of  oot 
being  hearty  in  the  cause.      He  was  taken  into  custody,  and 
witli  the    Hothams  committed  to   the  Tower,  but  as  nothing 
could  be    proved  against  him,    he    was    liberated.      He   seems 
however,  to  have  acted  on  principle,  and  we  find  him  enga- 
ged throughout^  this  contest  in  the  support  of  the  parliament. 
Afier  tlie   battle  of  Prcbton,  he  waj  ordered  by  Cromwell  to 
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Henry  Cholmley,  to  levy  troops,  with  orders  to 
draw  near  to  Pontefract,  and  if  they  found 
themselves  not  sufficiently  strong  to  form  the 
siege  of  the  castle,  then  to  endeavour  to  keep 
in  the  garrison,  and  preserve  the  surrounding 
country  from  being  plundered. 

A   we^k   elapsed   before  these  orders  of  the 
committee   could    in   any    degree   be    executed; 

collect  what  troops  lie  could,  and  pursue  the  filing  Duke  oi; 
Hamilton.  He  lived  till  after  the  restoration,  and  in  the  2d 
of  Ciiarles  II.  was  High  Sheriff'  of  this  county.  As  he  con* 
tiDued  a  Dissenter^  it  is  probable  his  connection  with  Went- 
worth,  -£ari  of  Straiford,  wiioae  aUainder  was  reversed  after  the 
restoration,  was  the  reason  why  he  was  permitted  to  fill  this 
ofRce.  His  house  became  an  Assylum  to  the  ejected  Ministers^ 
who  reflised  to  comply  with  the  act  of  Uniformity. 

He  had  issue  William  Rodes,  of  Great  Houghton,  Esq. 
htstiiird  son,  and  at  length  heh',  who  married  Frances,  daugh- 
ter of  R.  Wilson,  of  Leeds,  merchant,,  who  was  great-grand* 
fether  to  Christopher  Wilson,  late  Bishop  of  Bristol,  father  of 
Chiistopher  Wilson,  of  Elrasal  Lodge.  William  Rodes,  had 
Riclard  Rodes  of  Great  Houghton,  Esq.  who  married  Martha, 
daughter  of  Dkanah  Rich^  of  BuU-housc,  in  the  parish  of 
Penniston,  Esq.  and  only  sister  of  the  whole  blood  of  Aymer 
Rich,  Esq.  of  the  same  place.  The  said  R.  Rodes,  died 
February  4,  1720 — 1,  and  had  issue  by  the  said  Martha,  hia^ 
wife,  two  daughters  coheirs,  of  whom  Mary,  the  eldest  died 
aninaified,  March  14,  1780,  and  was  buried  at  Darfield; 
Martha,  the  younger,  married  Hans  Busk,  of  Leeds,  mercliant; 
and  had  issue  by  him,  Mary  Anne,  married  .to  tlie  late  James 
Milnes,  of  Thornes  House,  Esq.;  Martha,  who  died  unmarried;, 
and  Rarhel,   who  married  R.  Slater  Milnes,  of  Frystone,  Esq- 

The  family  of  Milnes,  to  which  tlie  Rodes'  estates  have 
desCenued,  is  originally  from  Ashford,  in  the  county  of  Derby, 
and  in  the  court  rolls  of  the  manors  of  Ashford,  can  be  traced 
back  al. chief  copyholders,  to  the  time  of  Edward  I.  The 
pedigree  of  this  family  exhibits  a  most  striking  instance  of 
cmnraercial  enterprise  and  success;  and  it  may  be  questioned 
whether  it  can  be  equalled  in  this  respect,  by  any  other 
fiu9ily  in  the  kingdom.     Vid.  Beetham. 
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and  in  this  period  the  royalists  put  the  garrison 
in  good  .  order,  and  repaired  and  renewed  such 
fortifications  as  they  judged  necessary  for  their 
defence.  They  supplied  themselves  with  provi- 
sions of  all  sorts;  and  such  numbers  of  their 
friends  came  into  the  castle  from  the  counties 
of  York,  Nottingham,  and  Lincoln,  that  they 
became  sufficiently  powerful,  not  only  to  defend 
the  castle,  but  commence  offensive  operations 
against  the  enemy.  Among  those  who  now 
entered  the  castle  were  Sir  John  Digby,  Sir 
Hugh  Cartwright,  his  son  and  a  nephew,  who 
had  all  been  good  officers  in  the  royal  army, 
during  the  preceding  war,  and  were  now  rea- 
dily joined  by  many  of  the  soldiers  who  had 
been  under  their  command. 

The  gentlemen  and   soldiers  who  formed  the 
garrison  chose  Col.  Morrice  to  be  their  governor. 
His  military   talents  were   well   known,   and    no 
one  appeared   more  fit   to  enjoy  the  command; 
but  he  had  too  much  experience  wholly  to  com^ 
ply  with   the  wishes  of  his  fellow  soldiers.     He 
was  aware,  that  as  there  were  gentlemen  of  rank 
and  fortune  in  the  castle  much  superior  to  him- 
self, jealousy   and  discord  might   be    the  conse- 
quence of  his   acceptance.     He  therefore  recom- 
mended   Sir  John   Digby,   who  had    received  a 
commission  as  commander  of  these  parts,  to  the 
honourable  rank  of  governor.     Sir  John,   though 
hearty  in   the   cause,    was   sensible    that  he  was 
not   equal  to   the    command,  which  led  him   to 
refer  all    things  to  the  counsel   and  conduct   of 
those    officers    who    were    under  him ;    and    as 
Morrice  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  among 
them,   he  may  be   considered  as  the  real,    wi 
Digby  as  the  nominal,  governor. 
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At  the  time  the  castle  was  surprised ,  the  gar* 
risen  bad  not  provisions  for  more  than  a  month ; 
but  such  was  the  success  of  different  parties 
sent  out  to  forage,  that  they  soon  obtained 
supplies  for  several  months,  in  case  they  should 
be  hemmed  in,  and  have  to  sustain  a  siege. 
Before  the  troops  under  Sir  Henry  Cholmley 
were  sufficiently  powerful  to  keep  in  the  gar- 
rison, a  party  from  the  castle  seized  on  three 
hundred  cattle  from  the  north,  at  Knottingiey. 
They  were  under  a  guard  of  two  troops  of 
horse,  commanded  by  Capt.  Clayton.  The  party 
froni  the  garrison  consisted  only  of  thirty  horse 
and  six  foot,  who  sallied  forth  in  the  night, 
attacked  and  routed  the  enemy,  and  took  many 
prisoners.  The  contest  was  •  desperate  between 
the  horse  on  each  side,  and  the  royalists,  in 
being  so  much  outnumbered  by  the  enemy, 
gained  greater  honour  in  the  victory  *• 

Another  party  from  the  castle  had,  on  the 
3d  of  July,  pushed  forward  as  far  as  the  Trent, 
and  taken  the  Island  of  Axbolm.  They  after- 
wards proceeded  to  Lincoln,  where  they  plun- 
dered the  friends  of  the  parliament,  and  took 
Capt.  Bret,  Capt.  Fines,  and  Mr.  Ellis  pri- 
soners,  and  killed   Mr.  Smith,  an  officer  of  the 

♦  The  above  is  the  statement  of  Lord  Clarendon.  Paul- 
den  gives  a  more  cr^ible  .account  of  this  atfair.  "  Having ' 
notice  that  there  were  at  Knottingley  three  Imndred  head  ot 
cattle  from  the  North,  going  South,  under  a  guard  of  five 
troops  of  horse,  we  marched  forth  at  night  with  thirty  horse, 
and  half  a  dozen  foot,  with  half-pikes  to  drive  the  cattle. 
We  &ced  the  troops,  that  guarded  them,  while  our  foot  drove 
the  herd  towards  the  castle ;  then  we  followed,  and  kept  be- 
twixt them  and  danger,  the  enemy  not  daring  to  charge  us^ 
^  we  all  came  safe  to  the  castle/'    Paulden's  Letter. 
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sequestrations.  Th^  conduct  of  tWs  party  m  as 
highlj  imprudent,  in  pushing  ibrwardife  to  so 
great  a  distance,  tofnsopported  by  any  body  of 
reserve.  Had  they  *  retreated  precipitately,  they 
might  probably  have  reached  the  castle  iir  safety; 
but  instead  of  adopting  this  line  of  conduct, 
regardless  of  danger,  they  remained  for  some 
days  in  Lincoln,  and  its  vicinity.  In  their  pro- 
gress numbers  of  royalists  had  joined  them, 
and  the  horse  now  amounted  to  one  thousand, 
besides  the  infantry.  Col.  Ros^iter  fell  in  i^ith 
them  on  their  return,  at  a  place  caHed  'Wil- 
loughby  Field,  routed  the  whole  party,  took 
both  horse  and  their  riders,  the  commander  in 
chief  and  ill  his  officers,  with  all  their  bag  and 
baggage;  the  rentSiinder  fled,  and  there  were 
not  many  slain*. 

The  disaster  which  befel  the  last  mentioned 
party,  did  not  prevent  other  parties  from  issuing 
forth  on  similar  plundering  expeditions;  and  by 
/  raising  contributions,  they  rendered  themselves 
terrible  to  the  adherents  of  the  parliament. 
They  took  many  substantial  men  prisoners, 
whom  they  carried  to  the  castle  and  detain- 
ed tl^ere,  till  they  redeemed  themselves  by  the 
payment  of  large  sums  of  money  for  their  ran- 
som.    Sir  Arthur  Ingram  f  was  carried   off  from 

•  Whitlock,  p.  318. 
t  Ingram,  Sir  Arthur^  a  wealthy  citizen  of  London,  pur- 
chased the  manor  of  Temple  Newsoroe^  and  olher  lanck  m 
Yorkshire,  and  was  High  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  York»  m 
1619.  He  had  a  son  Arthur,  who  was  also  High  Sheriff  in 
1630.  On  the  commeocemenl  of  the  Civil  war,  he  took  (be 
part  of  the  parliament,  and  continued  to  adhere  to  the  same 
cause.  The  rojaltsAs  paid  him  thb  doouciliarj  visit,  and  re* 
torted  on  him  the  conduct  of  the  pasUamenUrian** 
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ho  owmhoase  at Teoiple-Newsome,  by  a  maraudr 
ing  party;  nor  coold  he  regaia  his  liberty  nth 
til  he  had  paid  fifteen  hundred  pounds. 

While  these  events  occurrc^d  in  this  place 
and  neighbourhood^  Cromwell  had  completely 
subdued  Cols.  Langhorn^  Powell  and  Payer,  and 
the  whole  of  Wales.  He  aftenyards  pushed 
through  Cheshire  and  LAncashire»  and  joined 
Lambert  about  Knaresborpugb.  The  Duke  of 
HamiUon,  with  the  Scotch,  had .  entered  Eng^ 
land  and  joined  Langdale,  and  tbey  had  marched 
by  way  ot  Kendall,  tov^ardf  l^ancasbire.  Crom- 
well pursued  them»  aod  coming  up  with  the 
horse  under  Langdale,  at  Preston,  immediately 
commenced  an  attack.  The  charge  was  so  vi- 
gorous that  the  royalists  wefe  driven  from  their 
posts,  yrith  the  loss  of  about  one  thousand  slain. 

He  htd  a  son,  Sk  Thopias^  iviio  -wu  in  fiivour  with 
Charles  Ih;  9nd  vfM  appointed  CbsincellQr  of  (be  Pudiy  of 
Lancaster,  and  swpni  one  of  his  Majesty's  privy  council.  He 
married  Francis,  daughter  of  Viscount  Falconberge ;  but  dying 
without  issue,  was  succeeded  by  his  brother  Sir  Arthur, 
and  be  fay  hat  ddest  son.  Sir  Henry,  who  having  manifested 
his  loyally  to  King  Charles  L  and  II.  was  by  the  latter  created 
Lord  Ingram^  and  Viscount  Irvine  or  Irwb.  He  marriefi 
Lady  Essex,  eldest  daughter  of  the  second  Earl  of  Manchester, 
and  had  bsue  two  s::ns  and  a  daughter. 

Arthur,  who  suooeeded  htm  as  second  Viseount,  married 
label,  d^ughter  of  John  MitcM,  of  Hoesharo,  in  Essex,  Esq* 
b)  whom  he  had  issue  seven  sons,  Richard,  Edward,  Arthur^ 
Henry  and  Charles,  successively  Viscounts  Irvine ;  Geo.  canon 
of  Windsor,  and  chaplain  to  the  House  of  Commons ;  and 
William,  an  eminent  merchant  in  Hdland.  By  the  failure  of 
the  nvife  Ine,  the  title  became  extinct  in  J7Sfl.  The  iemale 
branches  have  married  into  some  pf  tihe  first  fomilies  in  the 
kingdom. 

A  younger  branch  of  the  Ingram  family  settled  at  Knot- 
^wgteyj  which  has  now  become  extinct 

N  n  * 
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and  minfibers  taken  prisoners.  Capt.  'Titoothy 
Paulden,  one  of  those  gentlemen  wliD  had  first 
agreed  to  surprise  our  castle,  added  to  the 
liunrber  of  the  slatn.  He  was  '  major  in  CoK 
Boynton's*  regiment,  under  the  Earl  of  Derby, 
and  was  unfortunately  shot  as  he  was  crossing  a 
small  stream. 

Ihe  successive   defeats    of   the    royalists    at 
Wigan,    Warrington,    &c.    destroyed   the    hopes 
of  that  party.     The  garrison  here  were  sensibly 
affected  with  these  events;   and   particularly  at 
what  had  befallen   their  old   general.  Sir  Mar- 
maduke  Langdale.     He  and  some  others,   with 
a  part  of  the  Scotch  army,  had  fled  to  Utox- 
eter,  in    Staffordshire.     Gen.    Lambert   pursued 
them  with  such  rapidity  that  they   were  imme- 
diately assaulted,  and  Duke  Hamilton  with  most 
of  the  officers  taken  prisoners.    Langdale,  it  is 
said,  disguised  himself;  and  With  a    few  others, 
made  his  escape;  but  was  taken  soon  after  near 
Nottingham,  and  committed  to  the  castle  there. 
The  garrison  now  began  to  foresee  the  ca- 
lamities to  which  they  would  be  soon   dxposed. 
The  king  had  not  an  army  in  his  whole  domi- 
nion to   which  they   could   look  for  relief;   nor 
was  there  another  'fortress,  except  Scarbro',  which 
held  out  for  him.     The  only  circumstance,  which 
could   brighten  the  general  gloom,  was  the  un- 
settled state  of  the  country.     In  a  period  when 
the  most    uncommon   and    extraordinary   events 
daily  occurred,  it  might  be  hoped  that  something 
of  a  favourable  nature  would  arise,  and  that  at 
least  peace   would    be   established    between  the 
the  king  and  his  parliament. 

About   this   period   the  garrison   was    sum* 
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mMed  to  surrender  the  castle,  but  either  the 
terms  offered  were  deemed  dishonpurable,  or 
the  spirit  of  the  garrison  was  too  high  to  sub- 
mit. It  appears  that  a  treaty  of  some  kind  had 
been  entered  into  betwixt  the  besieged  and  the 
besiegers,  as  letters  directed  to  the  parliament 
from  the  committee  at  York,  informed  the  House 
'*  that  the  treaty  about  Pontefraot  not  taking, 
effect,  they  desired  twenty  thousand  pounds  for 
the  soldiery,"  and  the  bouse  ordered  twelve  thou- 
sand *.'? 

Lord  Fairfax,  general  in  chief,  appointed- 
Gen.  Rainsborough  to  command  the  troops  be- 
fore the  castle  of  Pontefract.  Sir  Henry  Cholm* 
leyf,  who  had  been  appointed  to  this  command. 

•  Whitlock,  p.  336. 

f  The  family  of  Cbolmley  has  long  been  seated  at  Whitby, 
GoUstoo,  and  Roxhy,  iii  the  North  Riding  of  this  county. 
Sir  Richard  Cholmley«  of  Whitby,  was  high  sheriff  of  this 
county,  in  the  first  of  Edward  IV.  He  married  two  wivesj 
firstj  Margaret,  cUtughter  of  William  Lord  Corners,  and  by 
her  had  issue  three  sons,  Francis,  Roger  and  Richard,  and 
three  daughters^.  Margaret,  (who  married  Sir  James  Strange- 
ways,  of  Great  Sopeaton,)  Elizabeth,,  (who  married  Roger 
Seckwith  Esq.  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Leo^iard  Beckwitb,  of 
Selby,    Knight,)  Ann  and  Jane, 

His  second  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Henry  Lord  Clifibrd^i 
the  first  Earl  of  Cumb^l^ind,  and  the  widow  of  John  Lord 
Scroop,  of  Bolton.  By  her  he  had  Issue  John,  who  died 
young,  Henry,  and  Catharine,  who  married  R.  Dutton,  Esq. 
of  Whitby. 

Frands^  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Richard,  married  Joan,  daugh- 
ter and  coheir  of  Sir  Richard  Buimer,  Knight,  but  died  with^ 
out  issue. 

Sir  Henry  Cholmley,  Knight,  second  son  by  his  second 
wife  and  heir  to  Francis;  inherited  the  estate  and  married 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Bapthorp,  of  Bapthorp^ 
Knight.  He  had  issue  Sir  Richard,  Henry,  John,  and  Barbara, 
(who  marped  Sir  Tho,  Bellasis,  Bart,  afterward  created  Visctr. 
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hy  the  committee  of  the  militia,  was  UgUy 
<yffended  at  this  appointment,  and  petitioned 
parliament  against  it.  He  ^eemt  to  liaro  con- 
sidered it  as  a  reflcx^tion  on  his  honour  and 
talents,  and  in  his  letter  asserts  *'  that  the  dis- 
plaragement  to  him  would  be  great/'  The  House 
referred  the  letter  and  the  whole  of  the  busi- 
ness to  General  Fairfax,  to  settle  it  as  he  should 

j^alconberg)  Margaret,  Dordhy,  Hilda,  and  Mary,  (who 
married  Henry  Fairfax,  Rector  of  Bolton  Percy,  ttiid  MMiid 
brother  to  Ferdinando,  Lord  Fairfax,  of  Denton,)  Ann;  SqsSdw, 
and  Arabella. 

Sir  Richard,    son  and  heir  of  Henry,  married  two  wives; 

fiirst,  Susanna,  daughter  of Ledyard,    of   Gattdn, '  Esq. 

by  whom  he  had  issoe.  Sir  Hogh,  Sir  Henry,  (who  «T«mcd 
VMrnkit,  dva^T  of  Hemy  Slappleton,  <yf  WigfaiO,  £«|. 
widow  of  Sir  George  Twisleton,  of  Barlow,  near  Sdby,)  and 
two  daughters,  Mary  and  Ursula. 

His  second  wife,  was  Margaret,  daughter  rf  Wm.  Cobb, 
Esq.  and  by  her,  he  had  issue  Sir  Richard,  (who  married 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Jolin  Lord  Powlet)  lliis  Sir  Richard 
CSiolmley,  -was  High  Sheriffe,  1623. 

Sir  Hugh,  his  son  and  heir,  (married  ISzabetf),  daughter 
df  Sir  William  Twisden,  of  East  Peckham,  in  Kent,)  and  had 
issue  Sir  Wi^tiam,  Sir  SamoeT,  Hugh,  Elizabeth  and  Aim. 
This  Sir  Hugh  wax  created  a  Baronet  in  tiie  year  |64K  On 
the  breaking  out  t>F  the  Ciril  war,  he  threw  htmsdf  into 
Scarborough  Castle,  of  which  he  was  gov^emor  for  some  time. 
He  aMlendcd  on  the  queen,  with  eight  thousand  horse  and  foot, 
which  cost  him  «£lO000,  and  for  whidi  he  afterwards  stiHired 
a  tedious  banishment,  and  paid  for  his  delinquency  £\BSO. 

Sir  Henry,  his  younger  brother,  espoused  tlie  cause  of  the 
parliament ;  was  appointed  one  of  the  committee  of  the  miiilia 
far  Yorkslnre,  and  commanded  the  troops  before  our  castle. 
This  is  a  smgubr  instance  tif  the  unhappy  dmstons  made  m 
families  during  these  troublesome  times ;  brother  litenffly  rose 
up  ^rainst  brother. 

The  baronetage  has  become  extinct;  and  the  male  line  df 
one  of  the  brandies  bas  ended  in  an  heiress,  whose  husban4 
has  by  licence  again  taken  the  name  of  Ctiobnley,  and  tc* 
tides  at  Hottsham. 
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tkkk  proper^  but  to  take  care  to  preserve  the 
honour  of  (Sir  Henry  Cholmley,  and  that  the 
busineflt  be  oarried  on  against  the  enemy  ^.** 

Cromwell,  haying  settled  the  af&irs  of  Scot* 
laad,  and  left  Geo.  'Lambert  there  wi&  a  few* 
regiments,  inarched  at  the  head  of  the  rest  of 
his  fiicoes  into  England.  When  he  reached  New- 
cftsde  Aie  was  reoeived  mth  every  mark  of  re^ 
speat  aiad  honour^  and  be  continued  there  for 
soine^  time  to  settle  the  aflatr  of  the  northern 
ODuntriea.  He  however  dispatched  a  body  of 
tnoops  jto  Pontefrai::!;,  to  sfcrengthen  the  besiegers; 
and  an  the  SOth  of  October  the  troops  of  the 
pariiasment,  in  .and  about.  Poiutefract,  kept  a 
day  cf  thanksgiving  fw  his  sncoess  in  Scotland  f. 

Wlnie  the  besiegers  were  thua  exulting  m 
the  vicl6rie»  they  had  obtaiiiied,  tbe  besieged 
were  suffering  the  vexation  of  disappointed  hopc^ 
and  envyiug  the  superior  feHcity  of  th^  enemies. 
Iliey  idid  not  howeror  sink  into  a  state  of 
apathy  am)  indifference,  but  retained  their  usual 
valour  and  f»iidenoe.  They  were  as  bold  and 
couraigeoiis  to  attack  their  enemies,  by  well 
conducted  sallies,  as  they  were  resolute  aud 
firm  to  resist  when  attadced.  A  party  from 
tbe  garnson  issued  forth  on  the  dlst,  and  ^11 
on  the  4)e8iegers  mkli  such  impetuosity  as  to 
bear  down  all  4>efore  them.  In  4;his  rencontre 
they  slew  many,  and  made  some  prisoners  J. 

On  some  occasions  both  tbe  besiegers  and 
tbe  besieged  rested  on  their  ann^  and  drank  to 
one  another  by  the  name  of  brother  Roundead^ 
and  brother  C^pcalier;  epithets  which  distingaislieitr 

^  Wbunlock,  p.  S44.        t  Ibid.  p.  $46.        %  Ibid.  SM.. 
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the    adherents   of    the    parliament,   and   of  the 
king*. 

The  besiegers  had  not  hitherto  ihade  any 
impression  on  the  garrison ;  nor  had  they  strait- 
ened and  confined  them  in  any"  great  degree, 
as  they  still  kept  possession  of  the  New  Hall, 
as  an  outwork  to  the  castle.  The  little  progress 
made  in  the  siege,  notwithstanding  the  nambers 
of  men  employed,  sufficiently  proved  that  either 
Sir  Henry  Ctioimley  was  unequal  lo  the  com* 
mand,  or  that  he  was  negligent  in  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  his  office.  It  is  probable  that 
Gen.  Fairfax,  who  knew  the  strength  of  the 
castle,  considered  a  more  able  and  exp^enced 
officer  necessary  to  rddoce  it;  and  that  on 
this  account  he  adhered  to  his  former  appoint- 
ment of  Gen.  Rainsborottgh  to  the  chid'  com* 
mand. 

Wliether  Rainsborough  ever  came  to  Ponte- 
fract,  to  take  the  command,  is  not  clear.  It 
appears  from  letters  setit  from  York  to  the 
parliament,  that  the  difference  between  Sir  H, 
Cholmley  and  Rainsborough  gave  great  advantage 
to  the  enemy  f.  From  this  it  should  seem 
that  Rainsborough  did  come,  and  that  .Sir  H. 
Cholmley  would  not  give  up  the  command  to 
him.  If  Rainsborough  did  come  he  mast  have 
90on  departed,  and  left  Sir  H.  Cholmley  again 
to  conduct  the  siege.^ 

The  unsuccessful  manner  in  which  the  siege 
was  carried  on,  at  length  compelled  the  gene-> 
ral  in  chief  to  send  Rainsborough,  with  two 
regiments  of  horse  and  twelve  hundred  foot,  to 
take  the  command.  He  had  reached  Doncas^ 
♦  Whitloce,  p.  346t  t  ^^ 


HISTOllY  OF  POHTEFRACT.  279 

ter,  where  most  part  of  the  infantry  were  lodged^ 
and  the  horse  lay  east. and  west   of  the   town. 
On  bis    arrival    Capt.     W.   Paulden   formed     a 
scheme  *to  6ur{H*ise  and  take  him  prisoner,  with 
an  intention  to  exchange  him  for  Sir  M.  Lang- 
dale,    his  old ''general.    The  scheme,  on  reflec- 
tion, would  seem  rash  and  wholly  impracticable. 
How  could  a  few.  men  surprise  a  general  in  the 
midst   of  his .  troops^    What    seems  improbable 
on  the  ground  of  reason  is  often  rendered  cer- 
tain by  the  united  efforts  of  prudence  and  courage. 
At  midnight,  on  the  31st  of  October,   Capt 
Paulden,  taking  twenty-two  select  men  in  whom 
he    could    most    confide,    well    mounted,     rodb 
through  the  open    gate    over  the  meadows  be- 
tween  two  of  the  enemy's  horse  guards,  whom 
by   favour    of    the   night,    they    passed.  .  They 
were  all  good  guides,  and  understood  the  .ways 
public  and  private  very  eicactly.     At    break  of 
day    they  reached   Mexborough,    from    whence 
they  sent  a  spy  to  Dbncaster,  to  know  if  there 
was  any    previous   caution    sent    against    them, 
and  ordered  him  to  meet  them  at  Conisborough 
when  the   day  was  closed.    In  the  mean'  time 
they  refreshed    themselves    and   their  horses   till 
about  noon. .    At  night  the   spy  returned,  and 
assured  them  there  was  no  mistrust,  and  at  sun- 
"  rise  a  person  would  come   with  a  Bible  in  his 
hand,  as  a  silent  indication  that  all    was   right 
according  to  their  earnest  desire.     On  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  by  break  of  day,  the  man  ac- 
cordingly came;  and  Capt.   Wm.  Paulden. then 
divided    his    twenty-two  men    into   four  parties, 
9ix  were  to    attadc  the  main    guard,    six    the 
jguard  upon  the    bridge,    four  were  ordered  to 


280  dnnroKV  of  pohtefuct* 

Gen.   Aaimborougiifs  quarters^    and  tbe  oapbun 
iritb  the  remaining    six,  after  he  had  aeen  the 
four  men   enter  tbe   generates  lodgings,  was  to 
beat  about  the  street  and  keep  doe  enemy  fnm 
lissembltng.      On    their  appcoaoh    to    the   town, 
attacking  the  first  barricadoes,  the  soldiers  fled 
into  the  conntry,  and  the  gnardi  tm  the  bridge^ 
having  fhing  their  weapons  into  the  water,  scam- 
pered for  their  lives.    The  main  guard  was  sud- 
denly   surprised    by    an    interposition    betweea 
them  and  their  arms;    and  the  men    were  or- 
dered to  disperse  and   make  the   best   of  their 
way  out  of  danger.     In  the  mean  time  the  art- 
fill  captain  and  his  men  were  tracii^  the  town, 
to   prevent  their  enemies  firom  joining  togeUier. 
Those  royalists  who  came  to  the  general's  lod- 
gings, pretended  to  the   guard  and   the  lieute- 
nant, who  were  on  duty,  that  they  had  brought 
letters  from  Oliver  Cromwell.    The  gate  of  the 
inn  being  opened^  three  of  them  only  went  in, 
the  other  rode  to  the  bridge,  leading  to  Poate- 
iract,  where   he  expected  and  foond  a  guard  of 
horse  and  foot,  with  whom  he  entered  into  dis- 
course,   telling   them   "  that   he    stayed  for   his 
officer  who   was  gone  in  to  speak  with  tbe  ge- 
neral," and  called  for  some  drink.    The  guards 
making  no  question   of  his  being  a  fi*iend,  sent 
for  drink  and  talked  with  him  of  news,   and  it 
being  now  broad  day,  some  of  the  horse  aKght- 
ed,  and  the  foot  went  over  to  the  court  of  the 
guard,    conceiving  that  morning's    work   to    be 
over.     Of  the  three  who  entered  the  inn  gate, 
two  only  went  up,  and  the  other  remained  be- 
low  and  held   the   horses,  and  talked  with  tbe 
soldier   who  had    walked   with  them  from  the 
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guard.  The  two,  who  went  up  stairs^  were  in- 
troduced by  the  lieutenant  into  Rainsborough's 
chamber.  He  had  been  awakened  by  the  noise 
x^f  opening  the  door,  but  was  still  in  bed.  They 
delivered  to  him  a  packet  containing  only  blank 
paper.  While  he  was  employed  in  opening  it, 
one  of  them  seized  his  sword,  and  the  other  dis- 
armed the  lieutenant,  and  then  informed  him, 
^  that  he  was  their  prisoner ;  and  that  if  he  would 
arise  and  without  resistance  or  delay,  put  on  his 
clothes  and  go  along  with  them,  they  assured  him 
not  a  hair  of  his  head  should  be  hurt ;  but  if  be 
should  delay  or  resist,  they  declared,  they 
would  instantly  put  him  to  death."  Not  hav- 
ing the  means  of  resi&tance,  nor  knowing  the 
strength  of  the  enemy,  and  astonished  at  this 
unexpected  event,  the  general  yielded  to  the 
necessity  of  his  circumstances,  and  prepared  to 
go  with  them. 

Having  dressed  himself  as  speedily  as  possible, 
he  was  led  down  stairs  and  conducted  into  the 
street.  Expecting  to  find  the  whole  town  oc- 
cupied by  the  troops  of  the  enemy,  akid  on 
coming  into  the  street,  perceiving  only  one 
s<4dier,  who  held  the  horses  of  the  other  two, 
impelled  by  his  native  courage,  he.  felt  indignant 
at  the  thought  of  submitting  to  be  led  away 
like  a  captive,  and  immediately,  called  out 
for  assistance.  The  rojralists  now  siezed  him, 
with  the.  resolution  o£  binding  and  placing  him 
behind  their  companion,  who  had  already 
moUDted  bis  horse,  .^ut  had  designed  in  this 
manner  to  have  conveyed  him  to  the  castle  of 
Pontffiract.  Rainsboroughj  althoughi  without 
(  arms,    exerted  bis  utmost  .  efforts  .  ta  .  disengage 

0  0  * 
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himj5eTf;  and  during^  the  litruggte^  diie  erf  the 
royalists  unfortunately  let  bis.  sword  and  pistol 
fell.  The  latter  imirunent  of  deaSth  \\1)s  .in«t«#tly 
seized  by  Rainsborotigh's  lieiitenbnt;  who  iimnedi* 
atd'y  pr^p^ared  to  discharge  ita  oottfents  at  Giipt» 
W.  Paulden.  Lieutenant  Auslwiek,  «vho  was 
the  person  that  haxt  mouoted.  his  horsey  ki  or- 
der to  take  Kainsboron^  befatnd  hilt,  no  sooner 
ob^rved  tiie  pistol  in  the  baud  of  an  enemy,  tban 
he  ^ung  from  h\B  htftst,  9sad  raii  <himjthrougfa 
the  bod^.  Tl)e  pistol  Was  already  cocked^  and 
had  hot  Anstwtck  preheated  its  disdbab'ge,  its 
contents  wonld  have  b^n  fatal  to  Pauldclt. 

Rainsborc^ugh  stUl  c6nthiued  the  unequal 
contest.  His  opponents  found  him  to  be  iL  brave 
and  ^  veteran  soldier,  who  respected  his  bcmour 
more  than  his  life.  He  had  already  received 
a  wound  in  his  neck;  but  springitig  ttpon  his 
feet,  and  having  seized  the  fallen  su^^rd,  would 
have  slain  his  opponents,  Ihoid  not  AuiS^ick, 
enraged  at  so  desperate  &  resistance,  dnoe  mo^e 
come  t6  the  assistance  of  his  cbmpanIons«  He 
ended  the  contest  by  a  home  thrust  of  his 
sabre,  which  laid.  Rain^boroagh  dead  at  his  feet. 

On  this  they  mounlM  ihefr  hbrses,  and  node 
towards  their  companions^  beford  ahy  of  the 
troops  of  the  enexay  could  collect  together.  The 
different  parties  of  royalists,  having  join^, 
marched  towards  the  bridge;  and  dtspeiving  tfte 
guard  in  all  directions.  Cook  the  ailortest  course 
towards  P6ntefract.    . 

This  unec^taed  aflaek  had  ihrown' the  town 
of  Doncaster  into  ihe^utmost  coaste^nation•  Some 
of  the  soidiei^  ros^  fhun  their  beds,  atod  ffed 
across  the  fields  ^undressed.    Otkecs   cam^  cislo 
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tbe  street;  and  ^  seeing -their  general  and  the 
lieutenant  weltering  in  their  bl6od,  but<  meeting 
with  no  enemies,  w^re  wholly  at  a  loss  how 
to  act.  As  they  'did  not  know  wKat  diredtioa 
they  had  taken»  they  could  not  with  propriety 
pursue.  'So  that  the  royali^s,  without  the  least 
injury  to  man  or  hdrse,  and  having  taken  iu 
their  return  forty  or  fifty  pnsoners,  reached 
the  castle  in  safety. 

Had  the  ^sign  of  rthe  royalists  been  to 
have  murdered  Rainsborough,  they  ought  to  be 
considered  as  no  better  than  midnight  assassins. 
In  this  case  the  whole  transaction  will  appear 
barbarous  and  cruel,  and  altogether  unbecoming 
the  character  of  tbe  valiant  and  tbe  brave.  As 
one*  of  the  actors  in  this  fatal  {[tragedy  has 
assured  the  pttblic  this  was  ^not  their  design, 
truth  compels  us  to  acknowledge  the  whole  jus- 
tified by  the  laws  of  honoar  and  of  war.  Their 
old  general  had  been  taken  prisoner,  and  the 
garrison  had  been  threatened,  **  that  unless  they 
surrendered  the  casUe,  be  would  be  brought 
and  executed  before  its  wadls.''  Love  to  him 
prompted  them'  to  take  'Rainsborough  prisoner, 
that  in  case  any  violence  was  offered  to  him, 
it  might  be  retorted  on  Kainsborpugh,  or  at 
least  the  one  be  exchanged  for  the  other. 

Such  was  the  design,  and  it  appears  from 
the  detail,  that  the  tragical  event  that  occured, 
arose  from  pai^ticular  circumstances.  It  is  ob- 
vious that  if  the  general  had  made  no  resistance 
his  life  would  have  been  spared;  but  as  he  did 
resist,  the  law  of  self-preservation  compelled  the 
royalists  to  act  as  they  did.  Had  they  left 
*  Paulden's  Letter. 
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him  to  have  collected  bis  troops,  their  nnmber 
was  too  small  to  have  withstood  the  charge; 
and  they  must  either  have  fallen  by  the  SMiord, 
or  have  been  made  prisoners. 

On  their  return  from  this  expedition,  they 
had  the  satisfaction  to  hear  that  Sir  Mannaduke 
JLangdale  had  fortunately  made  his  escape* 
from  Nottingham  castle.  He  fled  to  Prince 
Charles,  then  in  exile;  and  on  his  return  with 
him  at  the  restoration,  in  remembrance  of  and 
gratitude  for  his  services,  was  inade  a  baron  of 
the  realm,  by  the  title  of  Baron  Langdale,  of 
Holm,  upon  Spaldingmoor,  in  this  county. 

But  a  few  days  turned  their  joy  into  grief, 
ior  the  loss  of  the  courageous  and  heroic  Capt.  W. 
Paulden  who  died  in  the  castle  of  a  high  fever, 
and  was  buried  in  the  chapel  of  St.   Clement. 

"^  Sir  Marmaduke  Langdale  owed  his  escape  to  Lady 
Saville,  wife  of  Sir  William  SaviliCj  ofThornhill,  in  this  county, 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  Lord  Coventry,  Lord  Keeper  of  the 
Great  Seal.  This  lady  was  uncommonly  attached  to  the  royal 
cause.  She  relieved  many  of  the  royalists  in  distress.  She 
was  always  suspected  by  Cromwell's  party  to  be  the  author 
of  many  of  those  plans  for  liberating  some  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished royalists,  which  so  frequently  proved  successful.  She 
conducted  her  designs  respecting  Langdale  with  such  secrecy 
and  address,  that  he  was  liberated  from  prison,  and  got  sate 
abroad,  before  his  enemies  knew  that  he  was  missing. 
This  lady  was  as  heroic  as  prudept.  {She  had  entered  into 
Sheffield  Castle,  when  far  advanced  in  a  state  of  pregnancy. 
The  castle  was  closely  besieged,  and  battered  with  some  heavy 
ordnance.  The  besiegers  refused  to  permit  a  proper  persoh 
to  go  and  attend  her  \n'  that  situation,  hoping  she  might  be  in- 
duced to  favour  the  surrender  of  the  castle ;  but  she  wholly 
disregarded  her  own  life  and  rejected  every  proposal,  deter- 
mined 10  hold  out  the  castle  for  the  king.  At  length  the 
soldiers  mutinied,  and  obliged  her  1o  capitulate;  not  through 
disaffection  to  her,  but  in  order  to  save  her  life.  The  night 
after  the  castle  vvas  surrendered  she  was  safely  delivered. 
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After  this  singular  event,  the  besiegers  do 
not  seem  to  have  been  more  successful  than 
they  had  hitherto  been.  Sir  H.  Cholmley  sent 
letters  to  the  house,  complaining  of  th^  misma- 
nagement, and  ill  success  of  the  siege.  From  this 
it  should  seem  that  there  was  either  a  spirit  of 
insubordination  among  the  troops,  or  a  general 
disagreement  among  the  officers.  Tlie  vigilance, 
activity  and  courage  of  the  garrison,  put  them 
on  severe  duty  as  well  as  exposed  them  to 
severe  losses;  and  it  cannot  excite  surprise, 
that  both  officers  and  men  should  disrelish  the 
service  *. 

At  length  Cromwell  hiniself  arrived  here,  and 
adopted  every  measure  to  restrain  the  excursions 
of  the  garrison,  and  to  reduce  them  to  surren- 
der the  fortress.  The  name  of  Cromwell,  like 
that  of  the  modern  scourge  of  Europe,  inspired 
terror,  and  nearly  of  itself  gave  success  to  his 
enterprises.  Relying  on  this  and  the  general 
circumstances  of  the  country,  he  summoned  the 
governor  to  surrender  the  castle  to  the  use  of 
the  parliament  f. 

The  governor  did  not  think  it  prudent  to 
treat  this  summons  with  absolute  indifference, 
but  replied  "  That  if  General  Cromwell  was 
authorized  to  treat  with  the  garrison,  and  was 
possessed  of  powers  to  perform  the  conditions, 
he  was  ready  to  enter  into  such  treaty."  As 
Cromwell  had  no  particular  powers  given  to 
him  for  this  purpose  by  parliament,  the  governor 
was  cot  satisfied;  nor  did  he  think  it  prudent 
to  treat  with  Cromwell,  on  the  authority  which 
he   possessed    as    lieutenant  general.     In  conse- 

•  WhitlocKi  p.  346.  t  Ihid.  p.  348. 
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queBoe  of  this  the  siege  was  prosecnted  with 
greater  vigour.  Lines  of  ctrcumvallatifm  were 
drawn  wholly  around  the  castle,  and  forts  erected 
in  places  deemed  most  proper  to  check  the 
garrison,  and  prevent  them  oblaining  any  sup- 
plies *. 

On  the  15th  of  November,  Cromwell  sent 
letters  to  the  House,  stating  the  necessities  of 
his  troops  before  Poatefract  Castle,  and  requested 
immediate  supplies.  This  letter  was  referred  to 
the  committee  of  the  army  to  coimder  of  the 
particulars,  and  to  supply  them.  An  order  was 
given  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  pow- 
der, with  match  and  bullet  proportionable,  to 
be  sent  £br  the  forces  before  the  castles  of  Pon- 
4efract  and  Scarbcnrough  f .  An  oider  was  also 
given,  on  the  I8th,  for.  two  great  cannon  to  be 
Bent  to  the  same  troops,  in  .order  to  facilitate 
4;he  redtiction  of  these  places. 

At  this  period  both  the  king ,  and  parUam^t 
^ere  placed  in  the  most  critical  eircumstaoces. 
On  the  departure  of  the  army  from  London, 
the  parliament  had  re5ume(J  its  usual  vigour,  and 
oinawed/by  the  presence  of  the  army,  had  acted 
with  its  usual  spirit  of  indepemknce.  The  lead- 
ing members  bad  exerted  J)hemselves  to  bring 
!0bout  an  .agreement  with  the  king;  and  as  the 
army  had  now.  wholly  subdued  the  Scotch,  it 
seemed  the  interest  of  both  parties  ito.  come  to 
an  imuaediate  agreement,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  dreadful  catastrophe  which  soon  ftdlowed. 
The  king,  in  the  conference  at  Newport,  re- 
imained  fixed  to  the  Adage  of  his  Father,  No 
*bishop,  no.  king;  and  on  the  other  hand  the 
^  WemocK,  p.  348.  f  Ibid  p.  S49. 
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House  was  equally  resolved  to  establish  the  Pres- 
byterian form  of  cborch  government.  Thus  by  the 
unyielding  spirit  of  both  parties  the  time  was 
spent  and  nothing  concluded. 

The  army,  under  the  direction  of  a  council 
of  their  officers^  now  began,  net  to  petition  the 
House,  but  by  their  general  in  chief  <<  to  demand 
justice  upon  the  king.''  This  language  clearly 
indicates  that  the  design  of  putting  the  king 
to  des^  was  already  formed ;  and  the  petitions  of 
the  army  were  intended  only  to  prepare  the  pubr 
lie  for  the  event.  Every  regiment  engaged  in  the 
siege  of  our  castle,  presented  petitions  to  Crom^ 
well,  wiMch  be  fiNrwarded  to  the  general^ 
breathing  the  sanie  i^it.  On  the  remoastranoe 
of  the  flrmy  at  St.  Albans,  and  the  seizure  of 
tbe  king  by  Col.  Ewer,  Cromwell  wrote,  front 
Kfiottkigiey,  ^xpres^ng  his  approbatioBy  of  what 
the  officers  and  ufmy  had  done  *. 

Ihe  sup^rifor  number  of  the  forces  of  ihe 
eneqQr  4o  tiie  besieged,  and  the  vigorous  mancMer 
in  which  the  ^ege  was'  conducted;  began  now 
to  prodttoe  its  natural  consequences.  Some  of 
the  gaitisofi  were  dispirited,  as  diey  could 
not  have  the  least  foundation  t&  hope  for  any  re-. 
IM,  0()f%s,  by  deserting  to  the  eaeniy,  equally 
betrayed  the  cause  they  had  espoused,  and  the 
fears  which  influiSftcflri  their  cohduct.  The  gar- 
rison iiowever  coritained  many  whom  no  dan- 
gers could  i^ppali  nor  any  circumstances  induce 
to  iovfeit  tlieir  honour.  At  this  period  they 
tD«de  a  d^iperate  ^sally;  but  after  an  arduous 
corrte*^  in  whfch  many  were  slain,  Ihey  were 
ccmpelled  by  superior  numbers  to  retreat  to 
the  castle  f. 

»  RvsKWOTB,  Vol.  7.       t  Whitiock,  p,  357. 
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Cromwell,  who  had  now  remained  a  month 
before    this  fortress,   and   Who    doubtless  would     i 
have    been    glad    to    have    had    the  honour  of     i 
terminating  the  siege,  found  it  necessary  to  de- 
parti    artd    join    the  grand    army    under   Fair- 
fax, in  order  to  accomplish  the  design  which  bad 
been  formed.     Previous  to  his  departure  he  had 
sent  for  General  Lambert  out  of  the  north,  and    i 
appointed  him    to    the    chief    command   of  the    ! 
forces  before  Ihe  castle.     Lambert  arrived  hwe    ■ 
on  the  4th  of  December* 4  1 

Instructions    had    beeil    given    by  Cromwell    1 
to  Lambert  to  take  vengeance  on    the    garrisoa 
for    the  loss    of    Rainsboroughf ;     and    having 
brought  with  him  what  forces  h^  thought  neoe»-    j 
sary,    the    castle  was  more    closely   surt^onnded    i 
than  ever.     He  raised  some  new  works;  and  by    1 
regular  approaches  towards  the  castle,  ^fectualiy    I 
cut  off  all  correspondence  and  supplies,   hoping 
the   garrison    would   at  last  yidd  to  feteine,  if 
nothing  else  could  subdue  them.    Although  the   1 
garrison  made  several  bold  and  vigorolhS  sallies, 
in  which   many   lives   wefe  lost  on  both  ^ides, 
these   efforts    were    unavailing,    and   they   were 
uniformly  compelled  to  retreat^ 

During  these  transactions  Cd.  Pride  had  de- 

♦  WHITLO€X/pk  359, 

t  There  was  not  an  ofiFicer  iir  tlie  army  whom  Cromwell 
would  not  more  willingly  have  lost  than  this  man,  who  was  bold 
and  barbarous  to  his  wish^  and  tit  to  be  entrusted  in  ^m^  most 
desperate  interest,  and  was  the'  man  to  #hom'  that  party  had 
always  intended  to  commit  -the  suiriCime  aiiArs," wtoi  it 
should  be  time  to  dismiss  the  £arl  of  Warwick;  he  having 
been  bred  in  that  element,  and  knowed  the  duty  of  h  very 
well,  though  he  had  the  misfortune  before  mentioned.  Cla- 
rendon. 
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Strayed  the  independence  of  parliament^  by 
guarding  the  House  and  preventing  those  mem- 
bers, '  who  were  inimical  to  the  designs  of  the 
army,  from  entering.  The  House  of  Commons, 
if  it  now  deserved  that  name,  under  the  direc^ 
tion  of  the  general  and  the  officers,  resolved  to 
bring  the  king  to  a  public  trial.  Lambert,  and 
the  oCBoers  under  him,  sent  a  letter  from  Pon- 
tefract,  expressing  their  approbation  of  what  had 
been  done,  and  acknowledging  **  that  the  present 
proceedmgs  of  the  army  was  the  work  of  God 
alone  *." 

On  the  30th  of  January,  1648—9,  Charles 
I.  was  beheaded  ^  and  the  report  of  this  event 
had  no  sooner  reached  Pontefract,  than  the  gar- 
rison loyally  proclaimed  his  son  Charles  II.  and 
made  a  vigorous  and  destructive  sally  against 
their  enemies.  They  struck  silver  coins  expressive 
of  similar  sentimentsf . 

Notwithstanding  the  sallies  of  the  garrison, 
and  the  occasional  losses  the  besiegers  sustained, 
the  activity,  prudence  and  perseverance  of  Lam- 
bert precluded  all  hope  of  deliverance.  He  now 
discovered  many  of  the  country  people  who  held 

•  Whitlock,  p.  370. 
t  It  is  a  circumstance  well  worthy  of  record^  and  a  fur- 
tber  proof  of  the  loyalty  and  zeal  of  the  garrison,  that  the  fiitt 
monies  coined  in  this  kingdom  bearing  tiie  name  of  Ring 
Charles  II.  were  struck  in  this  castle  by  Col.  Morrice,  the 
governor.  The  impression  is  a  crown  at  the  top,  and  under- 
neath it«  "  Hone  deui  dedit,  164S/'  upon  the  field:  and 
nxmd  it»  Carol  II.  D.  G.  Mag  B.  F.  Hi.  R.  The  reverse, 
is  an  impression  of  a  castle,  and  on  the  sinister  side  thereof 
the  letters,  o^,  and  above,  on  each  side  the  central  tower, 
the  letters  P.  C.  and  round  the  whole  the  motto,  *'  Past 
Mortem  Pairi  Pro  Fiiio."  This  coin  is  very  scarce,  and  now 
not  to  be  met  with^  except  in  the  museums  of  the  curious. 

P  p  * 


oorre^pondeace  with,  and)  go^e*  tnteltigence  (o  tbe 
gaFrisoRi  Among  these  wew  two  divines^  and 
aoine  woiaen  of  rankj  friends  and  relatives  o£  tlie 
bs&ieged.  The.  Rev.  George  Beaumoat^,  being 
judged  one  of  the  moet  opiminal,  was  seiaed  and 
executed;  lie  was  chs^ajn  to.  t)|e  garrison  at 
this  peviod^  and  rector  of  Sooth  Kirkb^r  in  this 
neighbomihood;  Mis*  zeal  for  the*  royal  cause 
bad  led  htm  to  engage  ini  tho-  atteippt  to.  sur* 
prise  the*  castle,  ^e  was  one^of  Mornoe's  first 
associates.;  and  at  li4s>  houses  was  held,  tlie^  meet- 

*  Xhe  Rev.  Gaorge  Beaumont  ly^  cousin  to  Sir  lipomas 
Beaumont,  of  Lascelles  Hall  and  Whitley.  Sir  Thomas  was 
governor  of  Sheffield  Gastle  till  its  surrender  to  General  Crau- 
ford,  on  the  44h  ot  Augusti  1644.  lin*  had  btfiRe  been  sum- 
Implied  to  8virrend€tr  b^  the  Earl. of.  Mi#qbestrr>  binfc  re^wyl. 
I^e  accepted  ti^e  qondi^ions  offered  by  Generfil  Crauforjd#  ai^ 
enjoyed  his  liberty  by  taking  the  engagement  oath,  to  demean 
htmTelf  as  became  a  good  subject  It  appears  from  the  fol- 
lowing affidavit  that  he  was  sent  for  to  Londem 

"  fiKe.  Beaumont  doth  depose,  that  her  husbund^  Thomas 
Beaumont  is  a^t  this  time  soe-  ill  and  inficm  io  body  by 
r^n  of  sevteial,.  bruises  afid  hiutSv  ^i^  hpe  ba^  g5#eQ.i|i 
the  castles  of  Sheffield  and  Pomfret,.  th^t  hfi^  is  not  able,  to 
travill  to  London  without  danger  of  his  life;  and  doth  further 
depose,  that  shee  sawe  him  take  the  negative  oath*  before  the 
committee  at  York,  and  doth.d^pose^  tlyit  there  is  yeariy  paid 
out  of  hi9  la^^s,  &Cv  &c« 

Ji^aU«    9t\i  Fcl^  104^^  cofam.^  Eli^a,  B.  BeMMnoot^" 

Me  Edvylno  Rjche. 

He  however  engaged  a.  second; time  ia.  supporting,  die  royal 
cause»  and  his  estate  was  sequestesed.  Hia-  wite  ctMnpounded 
for.  the  estate,  and  the  sum  paid,  was  seven  hundred  pounds* 
Being  a  suspected  chacacter  and  a>  notorious  delinquent,  he 
was  kept,  a  prisoner  atTork,  from  the.  lSth>  of  Jaouaq^  ie65| 
till. the  Ifitb  of  Augast  following. 

His  cousin*  the  Rev.  Geo»  Beaumont,  was  equally  amaloys 
in  the  royal. cause,  and  engaged  in  it  so  far  as  unhappily  t» 
lose  his.  life. 
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mg^  wheA  the  |rf«n  vmB  laid  Ik>w  to  effect  it. 
He  (afterwards  kept  up  a  cerresipoift^enee  mih 
the  garrison  ftt  t^lMMeters,  wfatoh  ^efe  discovered 
hy  bn  iiftbrcepted  tettel*.    He  wHs   8ei2S^   ctnd 
imprisotied  by  i^rdec  of  Lamberts  afeid  aftet  b6- 
ing  loaded  with  iieavy    irons,    he  was  tortured 
to  discover  his  characters,  and  those  wl^o  were 
coooenied  \^ith    him   in  the  cons^acy.     Con* 
staat    and  faitblU  to  hk   princiiples  he   f^useil 
to    maJae   any  ^sbovery ;    in    txmseqveiice    xsi 
which  he   tvas  tried    and  executed  before  the 
walls  ^  the  castle;  and  to  render^ his  pdnisliitaeiH; 
iHore   sfevere,  it  is  said,  that  >one  of    his   oHvn 
relations,  was  compelled  to  assiit  at  his   exectt^ 
tbb.     He  \^  a  wife  and   fbnr  saiall  children^ 
with  little  to  sapport  them,  to  monrri  his  loss. 
The    besieged,    having   loist   many   of    their 
brave  comrades^  and  nlany  others  being  cOniSned 
by    aickness;     their     provisions     almbst     s)]fletit^ 
and   having  no  prospect  of  relief,  at  length  o& 
fered  to   tk^at  for  the  surrender    of  the    castle, 
on  honouraUe  tefms.     They  however  departed, 
*^  that  unless  the  terms  were  sucih  ^  they  couM 
in  honour  accept,   they  had  provisions  for  i^me 
time;    that  they  were  not  afraid   to  die;     atld 
if   compelled,    they   would    sell    their   lives    at 
as  dear  a  rate  as  they  possibly  could/' 

Lambert  receiving  these  hints,  answered  by 
throwing  lett^s  over  the  wall,  in. which  a  stone 
was  wrapped,  *^  that  he  knew  they  were  gallant 
men,  and  that  he  was  desirous  to  preserve  as 
many  of  them  as  he  could,  1>iit  th^t  bis  hahds 
were  bound,  and  he  was  obliged  to  except  six  of 
them,  whose  lives  be  could  not  preserve,  nor 
conld  be    mention    their    nasnes    till   after   the 
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treaty  was  signed  by  the  governor.  As  to  the 
rest,  he  said,  be  was  content  to  release  them, 
that  they  might  return  to  their  own  homes  se- 
cure and  unmolested,  and  that  he  would  do  them 
all  the  good  in  his  power,  by  applying  to  par- 
liament for  an  easy  composition  for  their  delin- 
quency." 

On  receiving  this  answer,  Col.  Morrice  called 
the  officers  in  the  castle  together,  and  it  was 
unanimously  agreed,  not  to  deliver  up  any  per- 
son without  his  consent."  They  therefore  re- 
plied to  General  Lambert,  **  that  they  were  sem 
sible  of  his  kindness  and  civility,  and  would 
gladly  have  embraced  his  offer,  if  they  could 
have  done  it  with  honour;  but  declared  that 
they  could  never  be  guilty  of  so  base  a  thing 
ais  to  deliver  up  their  companions." 

Whatever  might  be  the  fortitude  or  attadi- 
ment  of  the'  besieged  to  each  other,  necessity 
soon  compelled  them  to  enter  ioto  a  new  treaty 
with  Lambert.  The  garrison,  which  at  first 
consisted  of  more  than  five  hundred  men,  was 
!now  reduced,  by  losses  sustained  in  different 
sallies,  desertion  and  sickness,  to  one  hundred  * ; 
and  some  of  these  were  in  such  a  state  of  weak- 
ness as  to  be  unfit  Tor  duty.  Six  officers  on 
each  side  Were  chosen  to  settle  the  terms  of 
*surrender. 

Col.  Bright  f,  the  principal  of  Lambert's  com- 

•  Paulden's  Letter. 
t  The  /amity  of  Blight,  which  settled  at  Badswortb»  near 
this  place,  sprang  from  Thoiftas  Bright,  who  married  ■    ■    ■ 

daughter  of and  had  issue,  Stephen  and  John.  John  was  M. 

A.  and  vicar  of  ShefEeld,  1636,  (married  Joanna,  daughter  of 
'Mr. Smales,  of  Whaley,  in  Derbyshire,)  he  had  issue,  Ste- 
phen who  died  beyond  the  sea.   John^  Bright,  Esq.  one  of  the 
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missioners^  informed  tbem,  "  that  he  had  autho- 
rity to  en^fage^  that  none  of  those  gentlemen^ 
named  to  treat  for  the  capitulation,  were  of  the 

lords  of  the  manor  of  Leeds,  married  Eleanor,  daughter  of'  Mr* 
Wm.  Bagnail  at  Buryhill,  in  Staiibrdshire,  widow  of  Mr.  John 
Medcalf,  of  Leeds,  merchant,  but  died  sans  issue.  Ruth,  who 
married  Thomas  Dixon,  Esq.  James,  third  son.  and  Eliza- 
beth, who  married  Mr.  Parker,  of  Derbyshire. 

Stephen  Bright,  of  Carbrook,  Esq.  the  son  and  heir  of 
Thomas,  manried  two  wires,  fast  Joanna  or  Sarah,  daughter  of 

Mr.  George  Westby,  and  widow  of  Mr.  Smales,  by 

her  he  had  issue.  Sir  John,  and  Thomas  and  Stephen,  who 
both  died  young.  Mary  (who  married  William  Jessop,  of 
Broomhall,  Esq.)  and  Ruth  (who  married  Edward  Gill,  of 
Carhouse,  Esq.)  Mis  second  wife,  Barbara,  was  daughter  of 
Mr.  Ralph  Hatdeld,  of  LaiightoQ-en-le-Mothem,  by  her  he  had 
isjiie,  Hannah,  who  died  unmarried,  and  Martha  (who  mar* 
ried  William  Lister,  of  Thornton,  Esq.) 

This  Stephen  died  6th  June,  164*2,  aged  sixty,  and  was 
buried  at  Sheffield.  His  patent  from  Sir  ]chn  Borough,  Garter 
ibr  bis  arms,  is  dated  17.  Car.  L  His  second  wite  survived^ 
and  married  Thomas  Westby^  of  Giithwait,  E^. 

Sir  John  Bright,  of  Badsworth,  Bart,  son  and  heir  of  Ste- 
phen, married  four  wives,  first  Caiharine,  daughter  of  Sir 
Richard  Hawksworth,  of  Hawksworth,  Knight,  by  her  he  had 
issue,  tiiree  children,  rnie  son  who  died  young,  John,  and  Catha- 
rine (who. married  Sir  Henry  Lyddali,  of  Ravensworth  Ca<:tle, 
Bart,  and  bad  issue,  Thomas  Lyddall,  John,  who  took  the  sur- 
name of  Blight,  Henry,  George,  Michael,  and  Eltssabelh.  His 
second  Lady,  uaa  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Norcllffe, 
of  Laughton,  Knight,  by  h«r  he  had  issue,  Dorothy,  who  died 
young.  Hts  third  wife,  Frances,  was  daughter  of  Thontas  Lyddalf, 
Bart,  ^ther  of  the  above  Sir  Henry  Lyddall,  and  widow  <k 
Thomas  Vane,-- of  Raby  Castle,  Esq.  His  tburth  wife,  was 
&i-ianna,  daughter  of  Michael  Wharton,  of  Beverley,  Esq.  S.  P. 
Whiyje  first  lady  was  widow  of  Sir  William  Lister,  of  Thbmton. 
This  Sir  John  wa<i  created  a  baronet  16lh  July,  1660, 
wa»  sheriff  of  York,  16^6,  and  1657.  He  died  1 3th  Sept.  1 688, 
and  was  buried  at  Badsworth^  where  he  has  a  fine  monumtnt. 
He  was  baptized  at  Sheffield,  14th  Oct.  1019.  He  in  his  last 
will  left  his  name  and  estate  to  John,  his  grandson,  second 
fon  of  Sir  Henry  Lyddall  above  mentioned.    He  was  a  colond 
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Bomber  of  excepted  pcraons/'  Stane  itf  tken 
then  wid,  perbtps  the  govenHir  iras  «ie?  CM. 
Bright  evaded  givng  a  direot  Mslvery  asd  asid, 

under  Oliver  OoinweH,  and  fherifr  ^f  ToA,  1050  eftd  17$U 
after  Oliver's  death  he  prandtod  the  fertontfoB* 

John  Bright,  Eiq.  of  fiadswovth*  eldest  mi  of  Sir  Ma, 
married  Lady  Lucy  Montague,  daughter  ef  Edward  Earl  of 
Manchester,  but  died  without  issue. 

fohn  Bright,  Esq.  of  Badsworth,  graadaon  and  heir  of 
Sir  John,  vianiad  ■■  dauj^ter  of     .  ClotterbaGk,  of 

London*  had  issue, 

John  Bdighl^  Esq.  ef  Badaworth,  who .  aMrried  Marga- 
ret, daughter  of  WiUiun  Norton,  of  Sawley  Park,  Efeq. 
had  tssoe  ■  bis  daughter  and  heir  who  aarried,  Feb. 

175a,  Charles  Watson  Wentworth,  of  Wentworth  Wood- 
houie^  Marquis  of  Rorkiiigham,  a  woMhy  yo«q(  ooUemaa, 
by  which  marriage  the  Brigbt's  estate,  of  Badsworlh,  went 
into  the  Wentworth  £unily,  and  is  aow  the  property  of  Eaii 
Fitsmlliam. 

This  John  died  the  ISth  Oct*  1755,  and  Us  widfvwiDar* 
ried,  A«(gust  47i8,  ^  John  Ramsden,  of  i^nvne^  BarU  She 
was  heir  to  the  Lowtber^  eslate,  at  Ackwertfa  Park. 

»  The  following  acoount  of  the  fiineral  of  Cdopel  Sir  John 
Bright^  from  the  above  Thomas  Dis&on's  common  place  book» 
(an  Ahlennan  of  Leeds^  is  ouioits. 

«'&  John  Brigbt*  of  Bads«iH>ith,  Bart,  baving  ]am;uidicd 
a  year  and  a  liali;  of  the  atonei,  died  on  Tbuiaday,  the  13th 
Sep.  168&,  soon  after,  about  noon,  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Ripen, 
took  two  stones  out  of  his  bladder,  which  weighed  near  four 
ounces;  he  was  buried  on  Friday,  the  22st,  following,  aged 
near  seventy.  He  married  tour  wives,  and  yet  left  but  one 
daii^hter,  married  to  Henry  Lyddal«  E$q.  eldest  son  of  Sir 
Thomas  Lyddal,  Bishoprick.  Bart,  v4io  had  six  childrea  living 
at  his  death,  the  second  of  which,  John  Lyddal,  he  made  his 
heir,  but  he  Ls  to  change  his  name  from  John  Lyddal  U> 
Bright;  he  was  chief  mourner  at  the  fiineral.^— The  twelve 
knights,  baronets,  and  gentlemen  that  fa^kie  up  the  pan  had 
mourning  hatbands,  shammy  gloves,  bkck  scarfs  and  ringa, 
the  rest  of  the  gentlemen  had  cordivant  gloves,  black  scar^ 
and  rines;  and  many  others  had  scarfs  and  gloves,  and  aO 
the  others  had  gloves.  Hie  ladies  and  gentlemen,  had  rings 
and  twA  pair  of  gloves»  and  those  that  had.  not  <iiigt  Imd 
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^*  tbaft  th^-  iMfpr  geyunal  did*  net  so  much:  look 
YipQO<  tU^:  gfiv^msm  bb,  some!  others  wfaoi  had  do- 
livei)ed.  up.  the:  castld  to  them^"  On  this  they 
parted^  without  coQcliiding  any.  thing. 

Ha^^ing  returoed  to  tlm  castle,  the  commiEh 
sioeers  for  the  ^rrison  acquainted  Moirice  with 
all  that  had  pasaed.  Some  told  him  that  CoK 
Bright,  had  ongftgedy  that  he  should  not  be  one 
of  tli^  excepted  persons^  On  referring  to  Captain 
Tbon)M  Pauldeoi  who  was  one  ofi  the  ooonnis- 
siopeps,.  h^:  told  him^  that,  it  was  his  opinion  he 
would  be  excepted;  and  repeating  the-  express 
sipus  of  CoU  Bright,  observed,  that  his  opinion 
was  Kfounded    on,   the.  circumstance,   that   the 

gbverw  There  wal  bisouit-  cakes,  cold  meat;  and  wine  of  all 
aor^s.    Hp  la^   in    state  in  a  dark  room,    wiib  tvvdve  vvax 
candles  burning^  the  room  hanged  with/  black  cloth  and  escut- 
cheons  round  it,   and  six  mourners  stood  by  the  corps,  and 
hit  arms,   in  mourning,  was  set  on  the  outside,  on    the  top 
oT  the  hall.    Shr   John  Kaye  was  executor,   and    he  and  hta 
famyy;  was  in.  mourning  as.  well   as  his   own  .  ^milj^    Mf. 
Hun^^  preached  for  him.  Matt.  x.  28,  the  pulpit  and  round 
Ihe  church,  and  three  pews,    were   hung    in   mourning;  the 
minister  gave  him  a  great  character,   for  indeed  he  had  ma- 
tured his  domestic  afllaifs  for  fifty  years  with  great  prudence^ 
by  which  he  had  augmented  his  estate.    He  was  born  to  one 
thousand  a  year  besides   mon^yj   he  had  thirteen  or  fourteen 
thousand  pounds 'by   his    wives.      He  was  two    years    toge- 
ther high  sheriff,  when  no  liberties  were  allowed.     He  had  a 
oek>ne]s  pay  ih  the  army  several  years,  was  governor  of  Shef- 
fidd'  Caade  and  justice  of  the  peace.    He   left  a  legacy  of 
forty-  p^imdy   to   nky  wife^  thirty  pounds   to  ray  son  Bright 
Dixon,    and  ten  pounds   to    my  daughter    Rutlv    which  was 
paid  a  fortnight  ailer  the  burial.     If  my  brother  Bright  had 
outlived  Ifim  it  had  certainly  been  much  better  for  my  wife 
and  chiklfen.fthan  it  wa«,  for  Sir  John  told  me  that  the  an- 
cient estate  was  settled  in  our  family,  but  my  brother  Bright 
.^yi^S.  ^C^^^  him»  his  daughter  Lyddal  had  that  gwen  her  by 
her  father's  will,  which  should  have  come  to  my  brother,  and 
then  to  my  wif(^  and  children,  but  God's  will  be  done." 
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colonel  had  not  engaged  that  the  gorernor  should 
not  be  one,  as  he  had,  respecting  those  gentle- 
men who  were  employed  to  treat.  Another  of 
the  commissioners  repliedi  that  Lieut.  Crooke 
had  assured  him,  that  the  governor  was  not  one 
of  the  accepted  persons.  On  this,  Col.  Morrice 
said,  '^  that  if  he  should  be  one  of  the  excepted 
persons,  he  would  take  his  chance  ;*-«4hat  he 
could  not  endure  the  thought,  thai  so  manjr 
brave  gentlemen  should  perish  for  his  sake/'  He 
then  ordered  the  commissioners  to  return,  and 
conclude  the  treaty. 

Capt.  Paulden  requested  that  some  other  per- 
son might  be  sent  in  his  place,  as  he  had  so- 
lemnly resolved  never  to  consent  to  deliver  up 
the  governor.  They  therefore  departed  to  meet 
Lambert's  commissioners,  and  having  speedily 
jconcluded  and  signed  the  articles  of  capitulation, 
brought  back  with  them,  the  names  of  the  six 
persons,  who  were  excepted  from  mercy,  which 
were  Col.  Morrice ;  Lieut.  Austwick  and  Comet 
Blackburn,  two  of  the  persons  concerned  in  the 
death  of  Rainsboroucfh;  Major  Ashby,  Ensign 
Smith  and  Serjeant  Floyd,  tlie  three  persons  who 
had  been  Morrice's  confederates  in  the  castle. 

The  troops  in  the  garrison  were  sensibly  af- 
fected when  they  heard  the  names  of  those  ex- 
cepted. They  sent  again  the  commissioners  to 
Lambert,  and  requested  that  he  would  allow  them 
six  days,  in  which  time  the  unfortunate  victims 
might  endeavour  to  escape,  and  that  it  might 
be  lawful  for  the  rest  of  the  garrison  to  assist 
them. 

To  this  proposal  General  Lambert  consent- 
ed, ^'  provided  the  rest  would  surrender  at  the 
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expiration  of  the  time,  and  engage  never  again 
to  advise  or  take  up  arms  against  the  parlia« 
meht,''  to  which  the  commissioners  agreed. 

On  the  first  day  after  this  agreement,  tb6 
garrison  appeared  twice  or  thrice  as  if  they  were 
resolved  to  make  a  sally,  but  retired  every  time 
without  charging. 

On  the  second  day,  they  made  a  strong  and 
vigorous  saliy  in  a  different  direction,  and  drove 
the  enemy  from  their  post  with  the  loss  of  several 
men*  Although  the  attempt  was  made  at  the 
time  the  guards  were  relieving,  and  when  the 
number  of  men  was-  doubled,  yet  such  was  the 
resolution  with  which  the  charge  was  made,  that 
CoK  Morrice  and  Cornet  Blackburn,  two  of  the 
excepted  persons,  pushed  through  the  troops  of 
the  enemy  and  made  their  escape*.    The  other 

*  About  a  fortnight  after  the  surrender  of  tbe  castle. 
Colonel  Morrice  and  Cornet  3Iackburn  were  taken  in  Lan- 
cashire, as  they  were  inquiring  for  a  ship,  with  an  intention 
to  get  abroad.  They  were  put  in  safe  cusUxly,  and  conveyed 
to  York  Castle,  where,  at  die  next  assizes,  it  was  intended 
to  try  them. 

They  made  an  attempt  once  more  to  ohtam  their  liberty, 
and  effect  their  escape  from  the  hands  of  their  enemies.  Col. 
Morrice  had  succeeded,  by  means  of  a  rope,  in  sliding  down 
the  castle  waH,  but  Blackburn,  in  trying  \hc  same  method,  had 
the  misfixrtune  to  fall  and  break  his  leg.  The  generous  colonel 
v^ould  not  de^rt  bis  friepd,  but  remained  with  bim  till  they 
were  both  retaken. 

At  the  ensuipg  assizes  they  were  tried  for  having  levied 
war  ajgainst  the  king.  Had  they  been  tried  by  martial  law, 
the  conduct  of  the  government  might  have  been  justified.  As 
they  had  been  excepted  from  mercy,  when  the  garrison  capi- 
tulated, if  tried  on  this  ground,  there  would  at  least  have 
been  more  appearance  of  justice  in  their  condemnation  and 
execution.' 

On  their  trial,  they  excepted  to  the  jury,  and  pleaded 
Q  q  * 
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four  were  compelled  to  retreat  with  their  friends 
to  the  castle. 

The  garrison  now  remained  still  for  two 
whole  days ;  but  early  on  the  night  of  the  4th 
day  they  made  another  attempt.  In  this  at- 
tempt they  were  wholly  unsuccessful.  Tbey 
were  driven  back  to  the  castle,  having  Ensign 
Smith,  another  of  the  excepted  persons,  killed. 
His  friends  conveyed  his  body  into  tlie  castle, 
and  he  was  interred  in  the  chapel  of  St.  Clement. 

The  three  excepted  persons  who  now  re- 
mained, considered  it  in  vain  to  make  any  more 
sallies  in  order  to  escape.  Several  h'ves  had 
already  been  lost  in  the  attempts  made;  and  they 
contrived  a  different  method  in  order  to  secure 
themselves.  The  buildings  of  the  castle  were 
large  and  extensive,  and  owing  to  the  sieges, 
some  of  these  had  become  ruins.  Among  the 
ruins,  they  found  a  place,  where  the  three  ex- 
cepted persons  might  be  concealed,  and  from 
whence  fhey  might  easily  make  their  escape. 
Accordingly .  their  friends  walled  up  the  place 
after  they  had  entered,  leaving  them  apertures 
sufficient  for  the  admission  of  air,  and  furnishing 
them  with  provisions  for  a  month,  in  which  time, 
it  was  not  doubted,  but  they  would  be  able  to 
make  their  escape. 

The  next   morning    (24th  March,    1648 — 9) 

the  statute  of  Henry  VII,  which  indemnifies  every  man,  who 
takes  up  arms  in  defence  of  the  king.  Their  exceptions 
against  the  jury  were  not  admitted,  nor  did  Judge  Puleston 
admit  tlieir  construction  ot  the  above  mentioned  act.  After 
a.  tedious  trial,  they  were  both  found  guilty,  and  sentence  of 
death  was  passed  on  them.  On  the  23d  of  August,  164'9,  they 
were  executed  at  Tyburn,  near  York,  asserting  their  loyalty, 
and  dying  with  hope,  constancy  and  resignation.  See  State  Trials. 


mSTORY  Ot  POITTEFRACT.  29$ 

the  garrison  pretended  to  rejoice,  and  sent  the 
governor  word,  that  as  their  six  friends  had  made 
their  escape,  they  would  surrender  the  next  day. 
At  the  hour  appointed,  the  garrison  marched  out 
of  the  castle.  Lambert  narrowly  inspected  each 
individual,  not  believing  that  any  of  the  six 
excepted  persons  had  escaped;  but  being 
satisfied,  that  they  were  not  among  those  who 
now  surrendered,  he  treated  them  with  great 
civility,  and  puriciually  performed  all  his  pro* 
mises;  nor  did  he  seem  displeased  **  that  the 
brave  soldiers  had  happily  escaped."  Lambert 
did  not  pay  any  attention  to  the  castle,  so  that 
the  three  excepted  persons,  the  night  after  threw 
down  their  inclosure,  and  securely  decamped  *. ' 

Letters  were  sent  by  Lambert  to  the  house, 
informing  them  of  this  event;  and  also  from 
Geueral  Lord  Fairfax,  containing  the  articles  of 
capitulation.  There  v^as  found  in  the  castle  pro- 
visions for  two  months,  and  forty  barrels  of  pow- 
der. The  committee  at  York,  also  sent  letters 
to  the  house,  desiring  that  they  would  order 
the  castle  of  Pontefract,  and  some  others  in  the 
county,  to  be  demolished. 

On  the  receipt  of  these  letters,  the  house 
immediately  ordered  and  resolved,  "  That  ^300. 
per  ann^  out  of  the  demesnes  of  Pomfret,  be 
settled  on  Major  General  Lambert  and  his  heirs 
for  ever,  in  respect  of  his  many  great  and  emi- 
nent services  performed,  with  much  care,  courage 
and  fidelity,  by  the  said  Major  General  in  the 
northern  parts,  as  well  against  the  Scots*  army 
the  last  summer,  as  against  the  forces  of  Sir 
Marmaduke  Langdale  and   others,   and  in   redu- 

f  Austwick  and  Floyd,  lived  till  aftec  the  restoration. 
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cing  the  caslle  of  Pontefract,  being  the  last  gar^ 
rison  in  England^  that  held  out  against  the  par- 
liament; and  in  re3pect  of  his  extraordinary 
charge  therein,  he  not  haying  been  allowed  any 
pay  as  Major  General.  Ordered  that  this  vote 
be  sent  with  a  letter  of  thanks  and  respect,  from 
the  house,  and  that  Mr  Chaloner  prepare  it." 
It  was  also  ordered,  that  the  castle  should 
be  dismantled  and  rendered  wholly  untenable  for 
the  future.  In  compliance  with  this  order, 
Lambert  soon  rendered  this  stately  and  princely 
fortress,  which  had  long  been  considered  the 
honour  of  Pontefract,  a  heap  of  ruins.  The  build* 
ings  were  unroofed,  and  all  the  valuable  mate- 
rials sold. 

A  true  account  of  the  value  of  all  the  materials, 

belonging  the  Castle  of  Pontefract,  sold:  And 

of  the  money  received  and  debts  owing,  also 

the  charge  of  demolishing  the  same,  the  5th  of 

April,   1649*. 

X.       S.    D. 

IMPRIMIS,  an  agreement  made^ 
with  John  Harrison,  for  demo-f      g^     in    0 
lishing  the  Round  Tower,  for  which  C 
paid  him  3 

An  agreement  made  the  same^ 
time  with  Thomas  Lake  and  others,  f 
for  the  pulling  down  the  Barbacan f* 
Wall,  for  which  paid  3 

Paid  Thomas  Thurstan  for  level-\ 
ling  the    Earthen   Mount,    called! 
Nevill's  Mount,  and  the  fiarbacan  V     10      0    0 
Wall,  from  the  Great-stable  to  thei 
Low  Drawbridge,  J 

*  Gent  published  the  following  account,   from  papers  in 
the  possession  of  the  Fairfaxes,  of  Denton. 
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Paid  Jasper  EUis,  by  an  order' 
from  the  committee  of  the  S7tb  of 
April,  for  monies  laid  put  about 
removing  the  ammunition  from 
Pontefract  Castle  to  York,  and  for 
carrying  it  up  in  Clifford  Tower,     ^ 

Lancelot  Lamb  and  others,  for\ 

taking  down  the  timber  from  the/ 
Round-Tower,  Queens-Tower  andV 
Kings-Tower,  and  other  buildings  i 
about  the  same,  J 

Paid  John  Harrison  and  others, 
for  demolishing  the  two  skreens 
from  the  Gate-house  to  the  Round 
Tower,  and  thence  to  the  Treasurer 
Tower, 

Paid  Thomas  Taylcr  and  others, 

for  the  timber  taking  down  from  tlie 

Chapel,  Constable  Tower,  and  all 

the  rest  of  the   buildings    to  the 

'  Gate  House, 

Paid  Tatersall  and  others,  for 
taking  down  the  timber  from  off 
the  two  Gate  Houses, 

Paid  Tattersall,  John  Smith  and\ 
others,  for  taking  down  the  timber  I 
of  the  Treasurer's  Tower,Gascoygne  > 
Tower,  the  Great  Kitchen,  and  so  I 
to  the  Great  Hall,  J 

Paid  them  more  for  the  Great  ^ 
Hall  tiniber,  and  the  Gate  House  > 
taking  down,  J 
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Paid  Simon  Procter,  for  demoA 

lishing  the  King  and  Queen's  Tower  f    j^ . 
and  all  the  buildings  betwixt  i\\et 
fcame,  the  sum  of  J 
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Paid  Thomas  Lake  and  others,*\ 
for  demolishing  the  two  Out  Gate  f 
Jiouses  ^nd  the  Skreen,  by  thef 
Constable  Tower,  ) 

Paid  Edward  Wilson,  for  de- 
inolishing  the  Constable  Tower,  and 
all  the  other  buildings  from  the 
King's  Tower  to  the  Gate  House, 
as  also  the  Treasurer  Toiver,  Gas- 
ooigne  Tower,  the  Great  Kitchen, 
and  all  the  other  buildings  from  the 
Skreen  unto  the  Great  Hall,  the 
sum  of 

Paid  Edward  Handson,  for  pulA 
ling  down"  the  Skreen  between  the  f 
upper  Gate  House,  and  the  Round  t 
Tower;  also  for  the  Guard  House,  } 

Paid  James  Jolly,  for  pulling  oft 
the  iron  from  off  the  three  Gates, 
two  Drawbridges,  and  the  timber 
the  low  Drawbridges  taking  up 

Paid  for  filling  up  the  Graff  at 
the  low  Drawbridge,  and  pulling 
down  pavt  of  the  Skreen  close  by  the 
Constable  Tower. 
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Paid  tfiree  labourers  for  remov- 
ing timber  out  of  the  fall  of  a  Tower, 

Paid  for  taking  down  the  timber) 
from  Swillington  Tower,  ) 

Paid  John  Oxley  and  Tho.  Lee,  \ 
for  melting  of  lead  into  pigs,  ) 

Paid  for  filling  up  the  Grafl  at'' 
the    upper   Drawbridge,    and  the 
Chapel  Walls  pulling  down, 

Paid  Simon  Procter,  for  felling 
down  Swillington  Tower, 
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Paid  Simon  Procter  more,  in  re- 
gard we  did  conceive  that  he  had  a 
losing  bargain  upon  former  work 
done  by  him. 

Monies  expended  upon  several 
messengers  seeding  abroad  into  se- 
veral parts  of  the  country,  to  seek 
out  experienced  workmen,  for  the 
speedy  demolishing  of  Ihe  castle: 
and  also  for  monies  expended  at 
several  contracts  making :  as  also 
monies  given  to  workmen  for  their 
encouragement  at  the  ialls  of  se- 
veral towers,  with  other  incident 
charges. 


\ 
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Paid  for  baring  of  timber  from ) 
under  the  fall  of  Constable  Tower,   ) 

Paid  for  two  paper  books,  and 
to  the  justice's  clerks  for  drawing 
the  orders  betwixt  the  committee 
and  the  trustees,  ^ 

Given  to  a  maimed  workman^ 
that  was  to  return  to  his  own  home  > 
at  Malton,  towards  his  charges,      J 

Given  to  Lancelot  Lamb,  for' 
his  care  and  good  services  in  the 
work. 

Paid  seven  soldiers,  by  order 
from  Captain  Ward,  for  work  done 
by  them. 

Paid  for  5  stone  and  5  lb;  of  iron, 
for  making  crows  for.  pulling  off 
lead. 

Paid  Francis  Bradley,  for  crows'^ 
laakiDg  and  shovels  shoeing,  ) 
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Paid  several  Isiboarers  for  worlc*^ 
done,  as  appears  by  a  note  in  Mr.  > 
Long's  hands,  J 

Paid  John  Smith,  for  work  done) 
by  him,  j 

Paid  six  carpenters  for  loadingl 
timber  that  was  secured  from  burn- 1 
ing  by  the  soldiers,  and  surveying  f 
the  rest  of  the  timber,  J 

Paid  George  Rennard,  for  tak-' 
ing  crooks  out  of  the  walls. 

Paid  Lake  and  Hanson  *for  de- 
molishing the  Great  Hall,  and  the 
Inner  Gate  House, 

Paid  John  Oxley  and  his  three 
men  for  several  days  work,  for  tak- 
ing the  lead  of  the  castle  diown. 

Paid  for  lime  and  workmanship, 
for  the  two  drawbridges  walling  up 
of  either  side. 

Paid  Richard  Lyie,  for  the  loan  | 
of  his  beam  and  weights  for  weigh-  >• 
ing  of  lead, 

Paid  for  cools  to  several  guards 
to  secure  the  timber  from  burning. 

Paid  several  drauglUs  for  leading' 
timber  out  of  tlie  castle  garth,  to 
secure  it  from  the  soldiers. 

Paid  labourers  for  several  bul- 
warks pulling  down,  about  and  near 
the  castle. 

Paid  two  counsellors  their  fees 
for  advice  how  to  proceed  in  suit, 
and  in  whose  oames,  for  materials 
sold  and  pot  paid  foft 
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ftiid  by  Mr.  Robert  Moore,  to  several  workmen 

ai)d  labourers,  as  appears  by  bis  note  of  par- 
ticalars,  as  followeth: 

.     .        .  £.     S.    D. 

For  the  first  week,        -      -      *.     -  l      s  10 

For  the  second  week,  ^-      ;-      :.      *  5     15    6 

For  the  third  week, .     -      -      -      -  6     19    9 
For  the  fourth  week,      •     -      -      -14     14     6 

For  the  fifth  week,        ...      -  9     i6  10 

l^or  the  sikth  week,      ....  502 

For  the  seventh  \^eek,  -      -      -     --  .4.17    4 

tor  the  eighth  week,    -      -      -      -  17     16    0 

For  the  ninth  week,  ^  *      -      -      *  4      0    2 

tor  the  tenth  week,      -      .      .      .  3     15    4 

Lead,  taken  oflf  Pontefpact  Castle,  and  sold   as 
foliotvfeib:-       '  ■ 

„  £.     ^.    D. 

Sold  to  the  charch-wardens  of)  ,^      _     - 

Barnrfey*  20  cwt.  at         .'     -         |  ip      2    6 

Sold  unto  Mr.  Aichard  Wilcock.)  ,«•     ^    i. 

aOcwt.  at                                       I  10      2    6 

Sohi  unto  Mr,  Samuel  Childe,  of) 

Leeds,  forty  fother  of  Lead,  at .  i  i  /.  V  450      0    0 

6s.  Comes'to'                                    y  ■ 

Sold  him  more,  9  father  12  cwt.  I  .f.^ 

?41b.  at  the  same  price,  comes  to      ]  '       ^.    ? 

He  rests  indebted  for  wood,  for)  \     ,^    ^ 

smelting  of  lead,                               |  .^.   ^^    ^ 

Sold  unto  Mr.  Winter,  of  Hull, )  ,'        „    ^ 

4  fother  of  lead,  at                            j  45      0    0 

Sold  onto  Mr.  John  Skurr,  one) 

weboflead,  21stone,  I21b.  at         j  i     la    o 

Sold  unto  Mr.  Edw.  Rhodes,  84)  _-.^ 

fQther  of  lead,  1 4  cwt.  2  qrs.  5  lb.  ai]  ^^^     ^    ® 

£\561       4   j 

R  r  * 
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Sold  ud4o  OriioeBriggs,  three.).  ,^t'  ;^,^ 
webs  of  lead,  &c.  9  cwt.  i3  lb.  at  .  J  • ,    , 

Sold  unto  Sir  Tho.  WentwoUh,|      ^  ^       ^    ^ 
one  fotlier  of  lead, .,      -      »        ,      »    i    .    .:;;  ./ 

Sold  unto  Lieut.  Ward,  ilsionei 
^Ib.at  .       ,       ..  ) 

Sold  unto  Bryan  Fosteard;  301 , 


stone  of  lead. 

Sold  111 
of  lead,  at 


Sold  unto  LordSavile,  2ocwt.| 


0 

J 

* 

2 

-    5 

(» 

10 

"a 

6 

33 

i6 

0 

l 

"'■y 

10 

1  . 

I 

11 

6 

Sold  unto 'Mr.  Jolm  SjivHe,  of  r 
Metbley,  3  fother  i3lb.  /' 

Sold  unta  a  porter,  i8  suine^ 
S  lb.  at  "  -      .       f 

Sold  unto  Francis  Bradley,  2ll 
stone  of  leadii  at  is.  6d.  &c.  f 

Sold  noto  MrrRQb€|i?t.M<3pr;,l^   .  ^'^)j5-^ 
11  cwt.  1  qr.  i71b.  at;l>s.^;  &c.   f 

Sold  unto  Mr.  John  Clayton,!  - 

18  stone  41b.  at.  i^  ft  :  ^ 

Sold  unto  Edw.  Field,  43  stonel        g-fjv  j^ 
10 lb.  at.  J 

•      V  ....     ,rh.i  {  ;■  g= 

The  total  of  all  tbe  lefadMstld^l  v*.  i  /.:. 
amountstothesuniof«£l64o:l6:ll.  VkMO'f    7    9 
whereof  received  in  ttionejr,'  ^   .    :J.7  .. 

■ . .      . .  ' 
Monies  owing  for'  lead,'  ta  balance. thfe  accounts 

above  writteii,  as  follows:    . 

Sir  Edward  Rhodes,  debtor  for^ 
lead, 

Mr.  Samuel  Cbilde,  of  Leeds,'] 
rests  indebted  for  leftd. 

Further,  Mr.  Childo  rests  m*1 
debted  for 'wood,  for  smelting  bi^, 
lead. 
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^Tbe  ^Qtal  pf  all  ^le  iron  beloDgx\ 
ing.^  ^N  cast^„  if  79  .€wl.  3qrs.# 
27  ib.  sc^d  at  ios!  per  cwt.  amounts  >   ,37      2    4 
to  tbe  sujxi  of  40/,  whereof  received! 
in  moneV,      -         ■  '  y  . 

Monies  ofi^ing  for  iron  to  ba-*'' 
fence  ttie  account'  as  abovesaid. 
Col:  Ovefton,  by  an  order  from  th6 
Loi^  Geheral^  for  tbe  puUic  service  j-  3  17  8 
for  tbe  drawbridges  for  Hull,  had 
iron  teams  delivered  him  to  the  va-, 
lue  4}(  in  moaey,     . 

May  the  7th,  1649.    Money  recejved  for  timber 

as  follows : 
CoK  Thpnias  Rookeby, 
Mn  birfcebecke,     -        .        .    , 
William /Nicholson,    *    - 
William /Jennings, 
Mr,  Leonard  Ward,      - 
Kobert  Howson,     -        -      ..  - 
Thomas  Thwayles, 
-Richard  Smith,       *        *        . 
WilUani/Farrowe, 
Grace  Brigge,        .        •        - 
Philip  Austwicke, 
WiUiam  Hill, 
Thomaft  Tayler, 
Edward  Field?,       •        *        , 
Kicbard  Xyle,         ^        •        . 
Robert  Sutton, 

William  Brame,     -        -        , 
Francis  Bradley, 
Zeohariah  Stable, 


7 

0 

.0 

1 

.3 

0 

.  2 

1 

0 

1 

6 

8 

,  53 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

.0 

0 

2 

6 

5 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

1 

.2 

0 

0 

18 

0 

4 

lo 

0 

22 

8 

Q 

2 

11 

0 

3 

10 

0 

12 

0 

0 

1 

10 

0 

;  4 

6 

8 

.£102 

12 

10 

SOS 
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John  Potter,  ^      -        -  t 

Thomas  Jacksjon  and  Robert  Farrowe, 
William   Wright, 

Thomas  Jackson,            .  .  - 

Charles  Tootle,      -        -  r  - 

John  Killingbecke,        t  -  - 

Richard  Turner,             -  -  - 

Thomas  Boswell,            -  -  - 

Peter  Cuthwait,    .        *  -  - 

John  Wattson,      .        -  .  - 

Francis  Lee,          -        -  .  - 

Robert  Bawtderton,        -  ■:  r 
William  Ward,     '- 

Mary  liolhwell,             .  •  . 

iThomas  Fielde,      -        -  -    - 
For  timber  for  the  church, 
^Timber  for  the  windmill, 

Mr.  John  Skurr,            -  -  - 

John  Wildman,               -  - 

For  the  remainder  of  the  timber! 

in  Brame  Garth,  j 


Monies  received  for  glass,       -        -       i 
Debts  owing  for  timber,  as  foUows: 

T  -  1 


£. 

S. 

D. 

10 

0 

0 

,  6 

15 

0 

4 

6 

8 

\ 
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0 

0 

10 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

18 

0 

s 

0 

0 

0 

IS 

0 

9 

10 

0 

a 

12 

0 

.5 

P 

0 

12 

0 

Q 
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9 

0 

0 

»3 

4 

20 

0 

p 

.3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

2 

8 

0 

5 

0 

0 

jf'98 

15 

0 

William  FarrQwe,  .        r 

Col.  Overtpn,  by  an  order  froml 

the  Lord  General,  for  the  public  > 

service  of  Hull  for  timber,  J 

George  Wrigley  by  assignment! 

from  John  Potter,  '    j 

Thomas  Farrowe, 


8. 

3 
3 


0     0 

6    0 


0 

0 


6 
Q 


Thomas  Farrowe  and  Thomiuil 
Jackson  jointly  tpgethor, ..  J 


^ 


3 

4 

1 

1 

3 
2 
1 

1 


803 

i?*  /I. 


I 

17 

8 

10 

10 

0 

6 

16 
10 
10 


0 

6 

0 
8 
O 
0 
0 
8 
0 
o 

0 


Kichard  Cattie, 
John  Hodgshonj) 
John  Bqx,.     - 
Thomaj^  Eadep,     ^ 
Thomas  Boswell, 
Jolm  Ambler, 
Mr.  John  Lsunbe, 
Bryan  Fosteard^     - 
Richard  Fosteard, 


Momes  feceived  for  lead, 
Monios  recehred  for  iimber, 
Moqtes  veceired  for  iron,    ~ 
Monies  xeoeive4  f of  gtass. 


Tbe  dun^e  for  demolishiiig, 
Monies  allotted  unto  the  town,    - 
Th^  zest  due  to  the.  conunon  v^tb, 


Debts  owing   for  materials,    which  are   due   unto  the 
common  wealth: 

£.  S.    D. 

Forlead,    ..        ...        ,        .  /     .          jOO  9    9 

Fortimb^',          .        ,        ,        .        ^            42  4    3 

-        -       '.      ^.         .               2  17     8 


£42' 

4 

0 

£. 

S. 

/>• 

1540 

7 

2 

201 

7 

10 

S7 

2 

4 

1. 

0 

0 

.i'l77y 

17 

4 

£. 

a 

D. 

777 

4 

6 

1000 

0 

0 

2 

12 

10 

£illB 

17 

4 

For  iron,    ^ 
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A  .'>The,?preceding  account  of  the  expenqes  of 
its  xlemolitioii^^Od'  ithb'^1lhM{es<'rai9ed•  4^  the 
sale  of  the  idkterials,  wilt'JftiMli^hX'the  best -idea 
of  the  strength^  and  grandeur  -^f 'this  fortress. 

■Thui  felt  the -castle  of  PcMifvact,  which 
had  successively  been  the  Strong*  hold  t>f  the 
brave'  aAd  warlike  Saxons;  the '  residence  of  a 
"pvofjid  atiid  imperious  Norman  < conqueror;  the 
turretted  seat  of  the  high  "aspiring  'Dukes  of 
Lancaster;  the  palace  of  princes  and  of  kings; 
at  >some  periods^  tt  nest  of'treabhery  aild  re- 
belliOn,  and  at  others  the  lasft'^hope  t)f  van- 
quished .  royalty.  Here  the  Lacies,  attended  by 
their  knights,  esquires  and  vassals,  lived  in 
splendor  and  dignity,  scarcely  inferior  to  the 
kin^  uppa  the  ^throne ;  and.c^pig^ye4:^  ^  «b«>- 
k^Oj  prff^rty  of  aU  the,n;jMit^bhided.«{iK]lb^ 
the-hoQQur  of  Pontefract;  tm^exiekit/^f-lermtory 
equal  to  many-  of -our  nt«aerii^^eou!Hies.^'*^Of 
the  cLaeies^ :  every  person  within  the  honour  held 
bis  land,  subject  to  such  conditions  as  they 
were,  pleased  to  grant.  They  enjoyed  the  same 
rights,  xc^  exercised  ast^atoolMti)  «fi  mthcftity 
within  their  demesne^  aavthe^lnDgyididwidimiihis; 
and  they  claimed  ^^^amei^^^b^enee,' subjection 
and  .privileges.  When  this  castle  and  its  de- 
pendent territory  passed  into  the  house  of  Lan- 
caster, inftp^lled  by  ..aml^^oii,;  .pcr  urged  .by  ^  the 
more  generous  moitjim  of. .  ledressing  the  grie- 
vance of  an  oppressed  country,  the  dukes  often 
ealled  for^h  their  vassals,  put  on- their  armour, 
unsheathed  the  sword,  and  bid  defiance « to  kings. 
In  these  unhappy  times  what  Kves  were  destroyecf, 
and   doubtless  the  appartments   of   this   castle, 


baiKNts;  *  and  iiheJ€dUesi0oo£*  ike  4ioy«esr '  of  Yoife 
aftd<;  iiancastclDr  wete  ibteiKyHy  t»hn\t(0ltedy  ttieA 
06)aMieBced  ^'ieligMkir oaniiMS)^^ ^$^:  ^i6li^^  1<^  l# 
tkeds6trabtW«BdMkotfw,liflOv^i^tb€i^^(^  bf 
PoAtefttct'lraldsv^  distiog^isli^^^^ldfe  X<  B^ 


f 


mera  'oraaaaeDfc:  ^of qapMiqUttif I   '  - '  ^  ^  -    i^ 

The  lover  o£iaiifxkit»tlf  iniPjri  lam^fli^iwher  h^ 
iv&ifiis  stebr<8ti%endoatf)iroffc£^>titefly  bi^^d  t^^the 
gvoi«lld,;bu«4lie|nehd«Dir  ii£lh»i(it^rr6^dm  willU^ 
jtA»wfien  A^rjref^esA^^nt  tte^ec^  Ibr^bidh'  8u<ih 
fottiretties'weKeriereGtM^t  and  ron^^te  4iilin3r^cifl3dtnU 

pflr-4(MP.a>itiititan  t^bEve>itfe  ff^tieiV'^^WtfdecH''  anMl 
to^'lial^  fbrt»s»i:{t«i.  t&ifi^v  th»i>BiWmpt9^^K^^^n 
bMtMeraitiiiaiabitkmsiKeighbM^^i'  ^^Bttt  wfaeh  'snieK 
iiprtf^fesaarBri  eroflod  ii»Uh)»^  dMerior  >of<b  4ein»^ 
ddiQ,^  itiiBHiBtbe  with «4ibe^ud<^ig«Uo  d^nt(?<'tt 
peofile^of  tikeir  lihAH\4iffi»oV't^  ke^p^  in  wiAfjiepi 
tioftijmd  slandryoja  i^opie^  e^eaAy  evMquished} 
HcM^G.  casllsjiite  thsi^liaiioin  of-'a  Gd&)itry^cieafl^ 
ifid'ieatei^  eiAenitbatt' the  pec^te^M^  about;'  td 
loae^i  or^l)ai«rialreadyt>Sdst^titeir''f^e€^<^)iA.  t  '  > 
Tbeae  pfeoed  ha«^e  loometinied'^bedoniief  e<)t»ilfy' 
dadgcnyusv  lb  litt^  g9WittiiM»nt^ai^^ to^^  the" * peoprlef 
Ibelvdisafiected:  bqw  i  ^vbiled  tfeemsefWer'  of  tlieM 
atetegtht A6ura«piJriiiis1ttndaid^i  of  mbeHfotif/  dfsi 
turb  the  public  tranquillity,  and  plunge  •  a^nw* 
tion  into  confusion  and  war.  Sometimes  an  in- 
vading enemy,  by  the  treachery  of  their  go- 
vernors, has  been  admitted  into  them^   or  by  a 
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sudden  atfadf  has  surfirbed  and  gainecf  poAasrioDy 
and  therebjf  be^n  enabled  mbre.  effiscttuiUy  t0 
resist  the  roost  vigorous  efibrts  of  a  nation. 
Secured  by  the  stren^b  of  such  a  bidwdrk, 
an  enemy/ which  t?ould  soon*: bare  beto  scbdued 
in  the  fieldi  has  i^pelted.nepedted  attacks^  and  at 
last  only  jielded  to  ftuninei.  We  may  tiierefore 
consider  it  as  one  good  resultiilg  from  the  ci?il 
ivar,  that  the  many  castles  and  foHresses  hi  the 
interior  of  this  country y  the;  remains  of  the  Nor- 
man conquest  and  feudal  oppressions^  were  re- 
duced, dismantled  and  destroyed. 

A  nation^  iti  the  possession  of  equal. rights 
and  liberties^  governed  by!  laiv^  not  by.  fiireej 
in  which  tlie  poor  maAfs  evre  lamb  is  equany 
protected  and  secure,  with  the  rich  man's  w^tb; 
where  the  $anie  punishments  dttach  io  the  (am^ 
crimes,  whatever  be  the  rank  of  those'  wh<J 
commit  them;  and  whene  justice  is  equally  and 
impartially  adpiinistered  i  in  so&h  a  ndtion  there 
is  no  need  of  casitles  to.  keep  the  peajrie  in 
obedience.  Obedience  to  the  law  beeoilies.'the 
interest  of  all  orders;  and  wten  it  k  the  g^e^ 
ral  interest;,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  the  general 
practice.  Such  i^  ^be  happy,  state  of  English- 
men; an^  suc^'inay  it  for  ever  be^  is  the  prayer 
of  one,  whx>  considers  the  era  since  the  refo« 
lution  and  the  accession  of  .the  housie  of  Bmus- 
wick,  as  the  most  glorious  and  distmgiiehed 
period  of  freedom  .  and  prosp^ity  recorded  in 
the  annals  of  Britain,  or  in  tiiose  of  any  other 
nation. 
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The  following  poems,  the  one  written  by 
Dr.  Drake,  in  his  younger  years;  the  other  by 
the  celebrated  Dr.  Langhorn,  on  the  varjous 
events  which  have  been  detailed  in  the  forego- 
ing pages,  are  deemed  too  interesting  to  be 
omitted. 

ON  POMFRET  CASTLE. 

O  Pon^tl  Pomfret!  O  thou  blootfy  priion! 
Fatal  and  ommmu  to  nobie  Peers. 
Within  the  gutlty  dotwre  qf  thy  watts, 
Richard  the  Second  here  tvas  hack'd  to  death; 
jfnd  for  more  slander  to  tf^  dismal  seat 
We  give  to  thee  our  guiltless  blood  to  drink. 

Sharesperb's  Rich.  III. 

"  Look  round  this  vast,  and  venerable  place. 
Whose  ruined  pile  still  shines  with  awful  grace. 

Yet  nobly  great,  'midst  all  its  faded  charms  : 
See  the  wide  waste  of  all-consuming  age. 
The  wreck  of  ruthless  wars,  and  hostile  rage. 

And  all  the  dire  effects  of  more  than  civil  wars.'' 

"  View  savage  time  with  cankVing  tooth  devour 
The  solid  fabric  of  yon  mouldering  tow'r. 

Which  now  in  undistinguished  chaos  lies ; 
Where  erst  the  noble  Lacej^s  Norman  line 
Piann'd  the  wide  work,  and  form*d  the  vast  design. 

And  bid  with  gothic  grace,  the  stately  structure  rise.'* 

"  MTben  lo !  on  high  the  vaulted  domes  suspend. 
On  lofty  columns  the  wide  arches  bend. 

And  massive  walls  the  vast  domain  inclose; 
In  vain  the  hostile  warriors  nervous  art 
With  missive  fire  directs  the  barbed  dart. 

Or  with  enormous  strength  the  ponderous  jav'lin  throws." 

"  For  many  an  age  the  Lacey's  noble  race, 
With  arms,  and  arts,  adom'd  the  sptenHid  place. 

As  heroes  triumphed,  or  as  patriots  shone; 
Till  with  the  great  Plantagenet's  fair  bricle. 
In  nuptial  dower  these  ancient  honors  glide. 

The  seat  of  future  kings  that  grac'd  the  British  throne." 
s  s  * 
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f*  On  yonder  hUl^  as  onrly  wml»  Ml 
The  holy  heit^,  v)d  the  martyr  fi^U, 

Which  still  ^reat  Lancaster  th);  menv'^y  l^ears. 
There  'midst  the  saints  enrdi'd  with  rites  diriae^ 
The  pious  pilgrim  toughl  the  sacred  shrin«» 

And  bath'dthy  hallow'd  toiobi  wUb  symptthiaui^tiiin.^ 
"  With  holy  zeal,  and  blameless  morals  arm'd. 
With  all  the  pow'r  of  conscious  virtue  warm'd, 

'Midst  deaths  sad  scenes,  (ho  pious  pa|rio|*9q[)iles; 
By  thee  proud  Mortimer  the  hoary  sage 
Bleeds  the  sad  victim  ot  thy  brutal  rage 

Lost  by  thy  lawless  love,  and  all  a  woman's  wiles.^ 
"  Look  there,  where  erst,  yon  mouldering  turret  stood. 
Whose  moss  grown  stones  atre  tincr^d  with  royal  blood; 

'Midst  civil  broils  the  hapless  Richard  bled. 
There  cruel  Exton's  vile  assassin  dart; 
With  bloody  treason  piorc'd  the  monarch's  heart. 

And  fi.K'd  the  toit'ring  crown  on  haughty  Henry's  head." 
"  Here  vaunting  Bolingbroke^  thy  feeble  foe. 
Felt  in  each  whispering  breese  the  fatal  blow. 

Or  heard  death's  herald  in  eaoh  guihy  «tono»-- 
Short  is  the  date  of  captive  monardi^s  dooa^ 
'Twixt  the  dark  prison,  and  the  yawning  tomb 

For  bold  ambition  bears  no  rival  to  the  thaone.*' 
"  See  yonder  towV  still  Uuib  witb  ciMPSon^fitmft* 
That  flow'd  in  plenteous  store  from  aoblei-veif^A 

Where  Vaughan,  and  Oreyj  by  Glo9ter^  i^ts  expirV'; 
Where  Rivers  fell,  who  wUh  his  l«tt4breiiUv 
These  moumfbl  mansions  dignified  iR.deiUhii 

With  love  of  letters  warm'd^  wA  (fe.wnipg  sd^KefinfL" 
**  'Midst  the  wide  fl^mes«  th»l  civil  di^oord  iprci^ 
When  by  base  arts  the  royal  martyr  bjed^ 

Still  loyal  Pomfret  spum'd  the  tyranUi  Mte* 
Last  in  these  northern  climes  that  scorn'd.to  pa/v 
A  servile  homage  to  his  lawless  away. 

And  in  inglorious  ease  survive  the  monarch's  fate/' 
"  Long  haughty  Lambert  did  thy  vet'raii  pow'rs 
With  iron  tempest  shake  these  solid  tow'rs, 

And  round  the  walls  the  missive  murder  sei\d; 
In  vain  brave  Morrice  did  (hy  martial  train 
With  loyal  arms  the  hostile  shocks  sustain. 
And  'gainst  rebellious  sons  these  loyal  donees  defend." 
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"  Hark !  iM  tod  mglhtt  fewr  ifaeirMUing  ttaik 
And  from  its  bite,  te  vMMve  fabric  MLs 

Andidiat oUCft'tfattsft  iacidit  lioiiors Me« 
These  lpfiy.Urtv«f%  «iid  •Hthesc  royal  spoilt. 
Sink  into  silence,  'jni(^st  intestine  broils 
In  prostrate  ruim  lost,  and  dark  oblivion  laid.'* 

Frawcib  I>&JkKc,  S,  T.  P. 
LecioMr  of  Podifret,  1750. 

PONTEFRAGT  CASTLE, 

Right  sung  tf«e  baid,  that alMtivdviil^ ^ge. 
With  hand  impsttlM  dedti  the  tdl!h!esk  l)k)<(r  • 

That  war,  Wide-^^Ming,  v^th  ^pelcrdtn  rage. 
Lays  the  talLiqiire^  Arid^sky'tro\4n'^4iinr€l  low* 

A  pile  ^tiipeiKiOtis,  4iViC6  t^TnttettbWtif 

Tlus  UiUEnd^wg  hjass  in  Nujperess  t\ati  *tbistt 
where  *  htxlditog  'h<!Jgiil!SHn '  ira^ttir'd  'Ct>hittins  AvyWii, 

And  birdsfriiiof  nci  v\%ir^*hqm^n  gtpose:    ; 
Oft  the  pale  tiMlM»t(n»tli»iHht«^^   Wall^ 

8Qi||cUip^  t>idi  Imt  Ibe^MIea  oiiilArtti  ily  ( 
Ofty  as  hft  ^ivfewld^neditiiteib  M^ 

FuUsw^y.i^t^BfM^^'^H^^P^Mantfay,;  : 

But  moi^tatpecdol'viewa  Hi'hHtdriciage^  ' 

Musings  thetew^fiil  f«iC8<qfd€Mai|y 
That  onbe  «>i«iiig<$  fetb/d  4«i  iMStib  ra|ge» 

In  Hei^y^a^fl.in  Edward's  dubious  day. 
He  penMve  oft  >revie«m  tfa^  oiighty  deiidi 

lint  ent  have  trod  (his  desolated  ground; 
Reflects  how  bere  Aohc^y  Sfl'sbur^  bled,     .      , 

When  faction  aim'd  the  death-dispensinsr  wouod*- « 
Rest,  getitlellWersl  and  ill-fated  Gray  V 

A  flow'r  or  tear  oft  strews  your  humble  grave,   , 
Whom  £nvy  slew,  to  p^ive  Ambition^'s  way,  . 

And  whom  a  monarch  wept  in  vain  to  save. 
Ah!  what  i^vailMtl^' alliance  of  a  throne? 

The  pomp  of  .titles  what,  ^or  pow'r  rever'd  ?  •  r 

Happier !  to  these  the  humble  life  imknown. 

With  virtue  honour'd,  and  by  peace  endear'd. 
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Had  thwi  the  sons  of  bleeding  Britain  thought^ 
When  hapless  here  inglorious  Richard  lay. 

Yet  many  a  prince,  whose  blood  fiill  dearly  bou|^ 
The  shamehil  triumph  of  theluDg«soiigfaiday^ 

,  Yet  many  a  hero,  whose  defeated  hand 
In  death  resign'd  the  well-contested  field. 
Had  in  his  offspring  sav'd  a  sinking  land. 
The  Tyrant's,  terror,  and  the  Nation's  shield. 

HI  could  the  muse  indignant  grief  forbear. 

Should  Mem'ry  trace  her  bleeding  Ooimtry's  woes ; 

III  could  she  count,  without  a  bursting  tear, 
Th'  inglorious  triumphs  of  t|ie  vswryM  Rose ! 

While  York,  with  conquest  and  revenge  elat^ 

Insulting,  triumphs  on  St  Aiban's  piain. 
Who  views^  nor  pities  Henry's  hapless  iate« 

Himself  a  captive,  and  bi»  leaders  slain  ^ 

Ah  priiKse !  unequAl  to  the  toib  of  war. 
To  stem  ambition.  Faction's  rage  to  <piell; 

Happier  1  ftom  these  had  Fortune  plac'd  tfaee  far. 
In  some  lope  cpnvent^  or^me  peacekil  cdl. 

For  what  avaiPd  that  thy  vktorious  queen 

Repaired  the  ruins  of  thali  dfeadfiil  day } 
That  vanquilh-d  York,  on  Wakefield's  purple  grasRy 

Prostrate  amidst  the  common  skMighler  lay  ^     . 

In  vain  fjur  Victory  beamed  the  gladd'niag  eye. 
And,  waving  b(t  her  golden  pinions,  smil'd  ; 

Full  soon  the  flatt'ring  goddess  meant  to  fly. 
Full  rigjitly  deem'd  unsteady  Fortune's  child* 

Let  Towton's  field — But  cease  the  dismal  tale : 
For  much  its  horrors  would  the  Muse  appal. 

In  sofler  strains  suffice  it  to  bewail 
The  Patriot's  exile,  or  the  Heroes  fall. 

Thus  silver  Wharf*,  whose  crystal  sparkling  urn 
Reflects  the  brilliance  of  his  blooming  shore. 

Still,  melancholy-mazing,  seems  to  mourn. 
But  roils,  confused,  a  crimson  wave  no  more. 

*  Dr.  Langhom  is  cvklemJy  incorrecti  in  referring  lo  tine  Wterf.  Tie 
battle  was  fought  at  too  g>eat  a.diitaiibe  fttm  that  fiv«r,  lor  it  to  be  tinged 
with  the  blood  of  U)e  slaiiu  it  ^ai  a  imall  river  caUed  the  €ocl(,  wbkh 
vat  near  the  scene  of  ac(ioiu 
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EXPLANATION  OF  THE  PLATE  OF  THE 

Ground  Plan  of  the  Siege ^ 

CASTLE,  Sec 

1  Round  Tower. 

2  Red  Tower. 

3  Treasurer's  or  Pix  Tower. 

4  Svvillington  Tower. 

5  Queerfs  Tower. 

6  King's  Tower. 

7  Conptable's  Tower. 

8  Ea$t  Gate  House* 

9  South  Gate. 

10  Main  Guard. 

11  Barbican. 

12  All  Saints'  Church. 

13  St  Nicholas*  Hospital. 

BESIEGERS  WORKS. 

14  Major  General  Lambert's  Fort  RoyaL 

15  Horse  Guard. 

16  Horn  Work, 

17  Pinfold  Guard. 

18  Main  Guard. 

19  School  House  Guard. 

20  Fairfax's  Royal  Horn  Work. 

21  North  Horn  Work. 

22  Colonel  Bright's.Fort 

23  Lieutenant  General  Cromwell's  Fort. 

24  Colonel  Dean's  Fort 

25  Tanalian  Guard. 

26  East  Gu^d. 

27  Baghill  Guard. 


^^  -"^  'T   " 


•> 
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PART    II. 

<:ONTAINING  AN  ACCOUNT 


or  TM 


PRIORY, 

RELIGIOUS-HOUSES, 
CHURCHES,  HOSPITALS,  CHARITIES,  &c. 


THE  PRIORY  OF  ST.  JOffN". 

In  taking  a  survey  qf  the  most  remaribible 
place9  which  are^  or  bavo  bfoo*  within  this 
borought  tba  priory  of  St,  JohD»  d^serres  omt 
first  attftntioQ.  Although  nothing  remains  to 
gi?e  a  complete  i^eai  oi  the  extent  or  beauty 
of  this  structure,  we  may  justly  conclude  from 
the  liberality  of  its  founder,  the  donations  con- 
ferred upon  it,  and  its  general  repatatioo,  that 
it  was  a  place  of  considerable  extent  and  im<- 
portance.  The  plot  of  ground,  now  called 
Monkhill,  and  which  oontinues  extra-parochial, 
clearly  ascertains  the  grange  and  the  homestead 
of  the  priory.  If  it  did  not  equal  the  abbies, 
in  the  Gothic  magnificence  of  ita  church>  and 
in  the  number  and  grapdeur  of  its  separate 
apartments  and  offices,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
but  It  was  built  on  «  similar  plan^    The  fol« 
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lowing  description  of  such  houses  may  lead  the 
reader  to  form  a  tolerably  correct  idea  of  what 
this  priory  once  was. 

The  first  appendage  of  these  houses  was  the 
clausum  or  close,  varying  in  dimensions,  accord- 
ing to  the  dignity  of  the  house,  surrounded  by 
a  high  wall,  entered  by  one  or  two  magniti- 
cent  gateways;  and  that  such  a  wall  once  sur- 
rounded the  ground  above  mentioned,  called 
Monkhill,  there  can  he  no  doubt.  Beyond  the 
inclosure  the  monks  were  not  permitted  to  walk 
or  ride,  but  on  the  necessary  business  of  the 
house.  .  ^ 

Within  the  close  were  included  all  the  ap- 
pendages of  a  large  domaiiir  occupied  by  the 
owners,  as  a  grange,  or  farm  house,  bams, 
stables,  mil],  &c.  The  reason  of  this  is  obvious, 
and  was  for  the  protection  of  their  property. 

Next  was  the  house  itself,  situated  generally 
in  the  lowest  and  warmest  part  of  the  iticlosure, 
consisting  ususdly  of  a  large  quadrangular  court, 
into  which  •  the  various  offices  and  apartments 
opened;  and  to  all  these  a  warm  and  sheltered 
access  in  every  season  was  provided,  by  means 
of  a  penthouse  cloister  surrounding  the  whole. 

The  north  side  of  this  quadrangle  was  formed 
by  the  nave  of  the  church,'  and  was  intended 
by  its  height  and  bulk  to  afford  shelter  fix)m 
the  north,  as  well  as  to  admit  sunshine  mto 
the  cells  of  the  nionks. 

Attached  to  the  end  of  the  south  transept, 
and  with  it  forming  in  part  the  east  side  of  the 
quadraivgle,  was  the  vestry,  and  in  the  large 
monasteries,  the  chapter  house.  .  The  chapter 
hopse-  was  ofleo  highly  ornamented,  and  consi- 
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dered  as  a  part  of  the  church.  Here  all  elec- 
tions were  made, — hence  commenced  all  proces* 
sions  after  elections,  and  here  all  arts  of  disci- 
pline were  performed. 

Opposite  to  the  church,  and  forming  the 
south  side  of  the  quadrangle,  were  universally 
placed;  the  refectory,  or  dining  room,  locntorium, 
or  parlour,  kitchen,  butteries,   sculleries,   &c. 

The  western  side  consisted  generally  of  the 
dormitory,  or  bed  rooms,  on  the  higher  story, 
often  supported  by  a  line  of  columns  beneath, 
which  branching  out  into  groined  arches  formed 
a  magnificent   and  gloomy  walk. 

This  part  was  immediately  connected  with 
the  south-west  corner  of  the  church,  in  order 
that  the  monks  might  pass  to  their  late  or 
early  devotions  with  the*  least  possible  exposure 
to  the  external  air*. 

Whether  this  description  will  altogether  apply 
to  this  priory  it  is  impossible  to  determine.  On 
examining  the  site,  in  the  field  called  the 
Grange,  the  rising  ground;  points  out  the  south 
side  of  the  quadrangle,  and  the  level  area  from 
thence  north  clearly  indicates  that  the  church 
and  different  apartments  were  extensive. 

The  priory  was  founded  by  Robert  de  Lacy, 
usually  called  Robert  de  Pontefract,  in  the  year 
1090,  during  the  reign  of  William  II.  for  the 
health  of  the  soul  of  King  William  the  Con- 
queror, and  also  for  the  souls  of  Ilbert  his 
fethec,  Hawise  his  rt>other,  and  of  all  his  an- 
cestors and   posterity. 

The  abby  of  Clugny,  in  France,  enjoyed  at 

♦  WRiTAKBR'sWhaltey,  andBuRTOu's  AbbyofFountaincs. 
T  t  * 
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Ihat  period  an  unrivalled  fame,  for  the  regularity 
of  the  house,  and  the  sanctity  of  its  discipline. 
The  monks  were  of  the  order  of  St.  Benedict; 
but  as  this  order,  by  the  influx  of  wealth,  bad 
considerably  relaxed  its  severity,  and  conformed 
too  much  to  the  spirit  of  the  world,  the  rule 
had  been  amended  and  the  order  reformed  by 
St.  Berno,  and  other  abbots  of  Clugny. 

The  rule  of  this  order  was  principally  founded 
on  silence,  solitude,  prayer,  humility  and  obedi- 
ence. The  monks  were  enjoined  a  total  absti- 
nence from  all  kinds  of  flesli-meat.  A  pound  and 
a  half  of  bread  was  allowed  to  each,  per  dayj 
and  wine  was  wholly  prohibited.  Seven  hours 
a  day  were  allotted  the  monks  for  manual  labour, 
and  two  for  pious  reading,  besides  meditation 
from  matins  till  break  of  day.  As  the  wealth 
of  particular  houses  increased,  manual  labour 
was  exchanged  for  sacred  studies*.  I 

The  habit  of  these  monks  was  a  black  loose    i 
coat,  or  a  gown  of  stuff  reaching  down  to  their 
heels,  with  a  cowl  or  hood  of  the  same,  and  a 
scapulary.     Under    the    long   black    gown   they 
wore  another  equally  as  large,  made  of  flannel,  | 
with  boots  on  their  legs.      From   the  colour  of  i 
their  outward  garment  they  were  generally  called 
black  monks  f. 

The  prior  and  monks  were  brought  here 
from  the  abby  La  Charity  sur  Loire;  and  the 
priory  generally  contained  more  French  than 
English.  This  convent  could  not  choose  the 
prior,  receive  the  profession  of  their  novices, 
nor  settle  any  differences    which  arose    asiong 

•  Tanner's  Not.      f  Butli&'i  life  of  St.  Benedict 
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themselves;  but  were  obliged  to  go  beyond  sea, 
to  the  abby  from  which  they  came,  on  all  such 
affairs;  and  a  considerable  part  of  their  revenue 
was  claimed  and  sent  to  their  superiors^.  In 
the  reign  of  Edward  III.  this  priory,  and  all 
others  of  the  same  order,  were  discharged  from 
all  manner  of  subjection  and  obedience  to  any 
foreign  abbyf. 

In   erecting    the  priory,    the   monks   had   to 
contend   with  various   difficulties.      Their    friend 
and  patron,  Robert  de  Lacy,   incurred   the  dis- 
pleasure of  Henry    I.  and   was  deprived    of  all 
his  possessions,    and   banished    the    realm.      Al- 
though   Hugh    Delaval,    his   successor,    renewed 
the  charter  granted   by  Robert,  and   gave  seve- 
ral churches  to  the  convent,  it  may  be  questioned 
whether  he  assisted  them  in  that  effectual  man- 
ner, which  might  have  been  expected  from  their 
patron  and  founder.      Little  was  done  after  the  re- 
storation of  Robert  de  Lacy  to  the  patrimony  of 
his  father,  till  the  time  of  Henry,  his  second  son. 
From    the    period    when    the    first    charter    was 
granted,    1090,  to  the  time  when  the  church  be^ 
longing   the  priory  was  finished,   and    solemnly 
dedicated   by    Archbishop    Rogers,     1159,    had 
elapsed  sixty  nine  years.     Considering  the   pro- 
perty conferred  on  this  house,   and  the  facilities 
the  monks  generally  enjoyed  to  accomplish  their 
designs;  and  from  their  industry  and  perseverance, 
we  may  form    some  conjecture  of  the    ancient 
grandeur  of  this  priory, 

*  The  house  of  Clugny  had  a  pension  out  of  every  house 
of  that  order  in  England^  called  apporlus ;  and  Cotton  Smith 
ays^  that  the  abbot  ot  Clugny  received  not  less  than  two  thou<« 
and  pounds  annually. 

t  Rbtnea^  App.  p.  192. 
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It  is  impossibly  to  give  any  account  ef  the 
number  of  which  tbis  convent  consistetii  of  the 
domestic  servants,  the  internal  economy  of  the 
house,  &c.  as  no  compotus  has  been  preserved. 
From  comparing  its  revenues  with  those  of 
other  houses,  a  full  detail  of  whose  expences 
has  been  given,  it  may  be  conjectured,  that 
it  contained  an  establishment  of  more  tbati 
two  hundred  persons*. 

One  part  of  the  annual  expences  of  these 
houses  consisted  in  presents  made  to  tbe  grieat, 
'^hose  favour  they  wished  to  concilisCte.  What- 
ever was  delicious  to  the  taste  or  fashion* 
bble  in  dress,  they  purchased  for  this  purpose. 
Another  paYt  consisted  in  their  hospitality  arid 
tebarity.  As  such  houses  were  furnished  with 
provisions  of  all  kinf?s  from  the  produce  of  their 
lands,  herds  and  flocks,  it  was  as  usual  then  for 
-gentlemen  and  travellers  to  go  to  siich  houses 
tas  it  is  now  for  them  to  go  to  an  inn.  ^Here 
also  the  poor,  the  sick,  the  aged  and  infirm 
resorted,  and  their  wants  were  regularly  sup- 
plied. 

Adam  -Fitz  'Swain,  who  was  a  considerable 
benefactor  to  the  priory,  founded  Lund,  dr 
Monk^Bretton,  dedicated  to  Mary  Magdalene, 
as  a  dependent  cell  to  itj  atid:  endowed  it 
with  all 'his  lands  there^  the  mills  of  Deme  and 
Lund,  and  ^whatever  he  possessed  .  between 
Deme  and  Meresbrack,  (now  Masbrough);  in 
Brampton,  the  churches  of  Newball  (now  New- 
hill),  Raynberg  and ,  Lynlwayte.  Also  he  gave 
the   diapel   of  St.   Andrew,    near    Ciitcoit,   (in 

*  Whjtaker,  on  Bolton  Priory. 
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Cumberland);  and  appointed  Adam,  Prior  of 
Pontefracti  to  be  Custos  thereof,  after  whose 
decease,  the  prior  and  monks  of  Pontefraot  were 
to  appoint  other  fit  ^persons  lo  the  governmeni, 
who  should  pay  yearly  one  mark  of  silver  to 
the  said  priory,  for  an  acknowledgment  of  its 
subjection. 

By   the  liberality   of    several   individuals  the 
revenues   of   this    cell  were   increased;    and  the 
brethren   soon  began   to  find   the  yoke  of  sub- 
jection galling,  and  to  aspire  after  complete  in- 
dependence.    On  the  demise  of  their  superior,  a 
dispute  arose  between  them   and  the  convent  of 
Pontcfract.     Whether  the  convent  of  Pontefract 
appointed     a    person     to     be     their     governor, 
whom    they    disapproved    of;    or   whether   they 
chose '  another   in   opposition,    does   not    appear. 
The    brethren    of   Bretton   sent    come   of    their 
number  to  the  abbies  of  Clugny  and  La  Charitd, 
to    state  their   grievances;    and    applied    to  the 
Pope  also  for  redress*     Their  interest  in  these 
abbies  was  not  equal  to  that  of  the  convent  of 
Pontefi'act,    as  the    persons  sent    were  detained 
there    as   prisoners.      It   should  seem    they  had 
better  success  at  Rome,  as  a  bull  was  obtained 
rather  in  favour  of  their  cause. 

After  having  incurred  immense  expence,  the 
business  was  finally  put  to  reference  by  the 
mutual  consent  of  both  parties;  and  a  judgment 
may  be  formed  of  the  importance  attaclud  to 
this  cause  from  the  rank  and  dignity  of  the 
persons  chosen  to  settle  it.  Their  decision  was, 
that  the  monks  of  Bretton  should  pay  annually 
nine  marks  to  the  priory  of  Pontefract;  and 
twenty  shillings  as  an  acknowledgment  x>f  their 
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subjection;  and  that  the  convent  oF  Bretton 
should  hereafter  enjoy  the  right  of  choosing 
their  own  superior,  who  was  to  be  installed  by 
the  prior  of  Pontefracti  within  three  days  after 
his  election.  It  was  also  agreed  that  those  bre- 
thren detained  in  the  abbies  of  La  Charity  and 
Clugny  should  be  liberated,  and  that  the  bre- 
thren should  hereafter  enjoy  the  whole  internal 
management  of  their  own   house  *. 

According  to  the  above  decision  the  convent 
of  Bretton  assigned  over  to  the  priory  of  Pon- 
tefract,  for  the  payment  of  the  nine  marks,  a 
mediety  of  the  tithe  of  corn,  and  the  whole 
tithe  of  hay  in  the  village  of  Nottona,  Also 
five  acres  of  meadow  in  Smyethall,  and  a  rent- 
charge  of  five  shillings  in  Pontefract. 

After  this  time  no  event  of  general  impor- 
tance occurred  respecting  the  priory.  It  con- 
tinued to  flourish  till  that  period,  when  the  re- 
vival of  literature  and  the  spirit  of  free  inquiry 
effected,  in  a  considerable  part  of  Europe,  one 
of  the  most  surprising,  and  happy  revolutions 
in  the  public  mind.  The  priory  was  surren- 
dered by  James  Twaytes,  the  prior,  and  the 
convent,  into  the  hands  of  the  king,  on  the 
S4th  of  November,  in  the  thirty-first  of  Henry 
VIII. 

It  appears  by  returns  into  the  Court  of 
Augmentation,  that  the  king  gave  the  prior  the 
deanry  of  St.  Clements,  in  the  castle,  with  all 
its  possessions,  rights,  tithes  and  emoluments, 
during    the    term  of  his  natural    life  5    and  the 


*  S.    C.   Monast.    N.    B.   For    a   more   particular   ap^ 
count  of  Lundj,  or  Monk  Brelton,  see  Burton's  Monasticon. 
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site  of  thepriory)  with  all  the  houses,  buildings^ 
gardens,  orchards,  and  the  demesne  lands  to  the 
same  belonging,  was  let  on  a  lease  to  Peter 
Mewtas,  Esq.  at  the  annual  rent  of  twenty* 
three  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eightpence*^ 

The  same  gentleman  held  on  lease  the  lands 
and  tenements,  in  the  town  of  Pontefract,  which 
belonged  to  the  said  priory,  at  the  annual  rent 
of  six  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  five  pence;  and 
eighteen  acres  of  arable  land  in  Ferry  field, 
(Ferrybridge  Field)  at  eighteen  shillings  f  per 
annum.  Also  Darrington  mill,  belonging  to  the 
deanry,  at  twenty  shillings  per  annum.  Amount 
of  the  whole  eight  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and 
fivepence. 

Also  for  one  messuage  at  Swineflete  forty 
shillings  per  annum ;  and  for  the  whole  of  the 
rectory  of  Pontefiact,  the  sum  of  thirty  two 
pounds  fourteen  shillings.  Also  for  four  ax-res 
and  two  roods  of  land,  in  Carlton,  twelvepence. 

Also  for  the  rents  and  farms  of  divers  lands 
in  Knottingley,  the  sum  of  one  pound  eighteen 
shillings  and  sevenpence. 

The   site   of  the  priory,  its  demesne,  tithes 

*  Retiutlji  in  the  Court  of  Augmentation. 

t  It  is  amusing  to  compare  the  nominal  value  of  propertj 
at  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  Land  which  was  then  rented  at  one  shil- 
ling per  acre,  is  now  worth  from  fifty  shillings  to  three  pounds. 
It  cannot  however  from  this  be  concluded  that  the  value  of 
property  has  risen  in  this  proportion.  The  value  of  land  de- 
pends equally  on  its  stat6  of  cultivation,  as  well  as  on  the 
worth  of  its  produce^  and  should  it  therefore  be  in  poor  con- 
dition, it  roust  be  of  less  value.  Allowing  for  this  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  nominal  value  of  land  has  increased  in  a  pro- 
portion of  twenty  to  one. 


929  mSTOItT  or  P01ITE9ItAG!n 

and*  emolufnents,  continued  to  be  farmed  ont 
on  leases  to  different  individuals,  till  the  seventh 
of  Edward  the  sixth;  when  a  grant  was  made 
of  all  the  property,  belonging  to  the  priory 
within  the  township  of  Pontefract,  to  George 
Lord  Talbot  *: 

Thus  that  property,  which  had'  been  accu- 
inulating  for  five  centuries,  and  hitherto  had  been 
deemed  so.  sacred,  that  almost-  to  touch  it  was 
considered  a  crime  of  such  magnitude,  as  to 
expose  the  delinquent  to  all  the  thunders  of  the 
church  and  all  the  miseries  of  hell,  was-  finally 
alienated. 

Tlie  following  is  an  imperfect  list  of  the 
lands,  tithes,  &c.  which  belonged  to  this  house; 
and  such  lands  as  are  marked  with  an  asterism,  un- 
der the  word  Pontefract,  are  what  were  conveyed 
to  Lord  Talbot,  and  which  have  descended  from 
him  to  the  present  possessor.   Lord  H^rewood  f. 

*  Grant  in  t})e  C^Mrl  of  Exchequer. 

t  In  the  grant  to  Lord  Talbot,  the  New-Hall  u  not 
mentioned;  and  from  this  circumstance  it  should  appear  it 
was  not  then  erected.  The  style  of  this  building;  is  dcx:idedlj 
tiiat  which  prevailed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  and  near  to 
that  period.  The  date  on  the  arms  is  159  \p  but  it  must  have 
been  erected  prioc.  to  that  time*  Th^re  can^  be  little  doubt 
but  it  was  erected  by  a  branch  of  the  Talbot  family,,  and 
designed  as  a  suilat^le  mansion  for  their  residence.  The 
principal  rooms  are  on  a  large  scale;  and  there  are  suitable 
offices  and  conveniences  for  a  considerable  establishment.  What- 
ever  was  the  ceason,  this  building  was  never  completely  finish- 
ed  within;  nor  does  it  appear  that  any  of  the  Talbot  family 
resided  in  it  4t  was  occupied  9^  a  farm  house«  by  different 
tenants,  till  within  a. late,  period. 

It  is  said,  that  the  last  branch  of  the  Talbot  &mily  was 
a  lady^  who  bequeathed  the  rectory  and  lands  in  Pontefiract  to 
the  late  Archbishop  Dawes,  whose  only  daughter  marrying 
Edwin,  late  Lord  Harewood,  the  whole  came  into  that  &mily> 
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ALTpFTS»  one  carucate  of  land  here  was  given  to  the 
prio7,  by  W*  Folioth,  and  confirmed  by  the  charter  of  Robert 
de  Lacy*. 

BARNSLEY.  This  (own  was  given  by  Radoiph  de 
Caeprecurix^  the  proprietor,  with  the  woodft,  meadows  intll> 
and  rights  belonging  to  the  same,  on  condition  tliat  the  convent 
should  appoint  one  monk  to  pray,  expressly  for  his  mother; 
another  for  his  sister,  and  a  third  for  himself  ailer  his  death. 
He  also  reserved  to  himself  the  privilege  of  being  admitted  a 
member  of  the  convent^  -  in  case  he  should  request  it ;  and 
according  to  the  spirit  of  the  age  he  pray^,  that  if  any  one 
should  attempt  to  deprive  the  monks  of  this  property,  "  God 
would  blot  him  out  of  the  book  of  life.''  His  son  confirmed 
the  above  grant,  for  which  the  convent  gave  him  ten  marks 
of  silver,  and  promised  to  give  annually  pelliceam  et  hota$ 
monchi,  u  e.  the  black  robe  and  the  boots  of  the  order  f. 

The  priory  of  Monk  Bretton  had  some  property  here.  In 
the  year  ]  469,  Richard  de  Leeds  the  prior,  and  tiie  convent 
granted  leave  to  those  oF  Pontefract,  to  make  a  new-mtlldam 
hr  a  com^mill,  in  the  close  caHed  Le  Manroid  and  Fageroid^ 
lying  on  the  south  east  part  of,  ahd  adjoining  to  the  bridge^ 
for  which  the  monks  of  Fcmtefract  were  to  pay  annually  a 
rose,  if  demanded^. 

BARNSETE,  now  called  Barnsed,  in  a  high  and  naked 
ntuation,  contiguous  to  the  moors  of  Yorkshire,  belonged  to 
this  priory;  a  circumstance  which  has  given  to  a  neighbouring 
bouse  the  name  of  Monkrode,  upon  the  sanoe  estate.  It  was  held 
under  the  priory  for  two  or  three  generations  by  the  Town}eys§« 

BEXALE,  oir  Beale,  Henry  de  Lacy  granted  the  fisliery 
heretl. 

BRACKENHILL.  Roger  de  Lacy  gave  all  bis  hnds 
here;  and  Hugh  Delaval  confirmed  the  saitie,  specifying  th^ 
Quantity  as  being  fourteen  acres. 

BRETTON.    See  Lund.  ' 

BROCTUNE,  in  the  county  of  Cumbertand.  Alice  de 
Romeley;  daughter  of  Robert  de  Romeley,  Lord  of  Skipion 
in  Craven,  gave  a  carucate  of  land  here ;  and  a  houie  in  the 
same  town,  where  the  monks  might  reside  occasionally,  when 
they  went  to  receive  their  rents  or  the  produje  of  the  land. 
She  also  granted  them,  or  those  who  held  the  land  under  thern^ 
alt  common  rights  and  privileges  which  the  town  enjoyed^ • 

P  C^,  Mod.       f  Ibid.     }BvRroN*s  Mon.  95.      §  Whit.  WbJIey. 
I  Ca,  Moo.  f  Ibid. 

U   U  * 
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BURNLEY.    Hugh  Delaval  gave  the  church  here. 

CATWYK,  or  Catwick.  By  the  advice  and  with  the 
consent  oF  Roger,  Archbishop  of  York,  who  was  a  great 
friend  to  the  monks,  Peter  de  Falkenberg  gave  the  mediety  of 
the  church  here,  on  the  condition  of  his  obit,  and  that  of  his 
wife,  being  annually  celebrated ;  and  that  himself  and  his  hein 
should  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  the  house*. 

CASTLEFORD.  Two  mills  were  given  here  by  Hugh 
Delaval;  which  Henry  de  Lacy  confirmed,  and  gave  in  ad- 
dition the  benefit  of  the  ferry.  W.  Folioth  gave  here  one 
carucate  of  land,  lying  before  the  castle. 

COLTHORN,  or  Cawthorn.     See  Silkstone. 

CLITHEROE.  The  church  within  the  castle  was  given 
to  tlie  priory,  as  well  as  the  churcli  of  St.  Mary  Magdalene, 
in  the  town,  by  the  charter  of  H.  Delaval;  with  the  tithes 
of  all  his  lands  there  f. 

COLNE.  The  church  here  with  whatever  belonged  to  it, 
the  above  Delaval  gave  to  this  house. 

CRAVEN.  In  the  first  of  Henry  IL  Alice  de  Romdey, 
daughter  of  Robert  de  Romeley,  Lord  of  Skipton  in  Craven, 
gave  to  these  monks  free  chase  in  all  her  lands  and  woods 
within  her  fee,  with  liberty  to  hunt  and  take  all  manner  of 
wild  beasts  there.  Furthermore,  she  bestowed  on  them  the 
tenth  of  all  the  deer  taken  within  her  own  lands  and  chase  in 
Craven.  Also  a  certain  piece  of  ground  in  each  of  her  lord- 
ships, to  make  a  grange  for  their  tithes,  with  common  of 
pasture  for  their  cattle,  together  with  her  own,  in  all  her  woods, 
moors  and  fields,  during  the  whole  time  of  autumn ;. 

DARDINGTON,  or  Darrington.  Robert  de  Lacy  gave 
the  church  with  all  its  privileges;  H,  Delaval,  during  his 
temporary  possession  of  the  estates  of  the  Lacies,  confirmed 
the  above  grant,  exempting  firom  the  authority  of  the  monks,, 
one  carucate  of  land,  and  an  ha<ipital  for  the  sick  and  aged. 
H.  de  Lacy,  by  his  charter,  confirmed  the  above,  with  the 
chapel  of  Stapleton  §. 

DOD WORTH.  The  founder  of  the  priory,  Robert  de  Lacy, 
gave  the  manor  and  aH  his  land  here,  reserving  to  himself  only 
the  spemarii  of  a  certain  water.    The  boundaries  are  accurately 

*  Ch.  Mon.  f  Ibid  }  Duod.  Baron. 

§  Supleton  roust  bavt  been,  at  this  early  period,  a  consiidenible  village. 
It  It  uncertain  at  what  time  the  chapel  was  dettroyed. '  The  village  itself 
has  given  place  to  aa  elegant  teat,  late  the  property  sod  resideoce  of  Lwd 
Sipurton,  who  baa  sold  it  to  £.  L.  Hodgson,  £f<|. 
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defined.  On  one  hand  a  certain  valley  separates  it  from  Thur* 
goland  and  Stainburgh;  and  on  another  a  stream  called  Mer« 
vinbrook,  which  fells  into  the  same  valley.  On  tlie  third  side 
it  is  bounded  by  a  place  called  Wolf-Hole,  and  by  another 
stream,  which  runs  through  Heliley,  and  foils  into  the  water 
which  comes  from  Siikstone ;  and  lastly  along  the  valley  beyond 
a  place  called  Huggesides,  and  following  the  watercourse  to- 
wards Barnsley,  tlien  turning  along  the  hill  called  Ravenslou, 
which  divides  Dodworth  from  Beck.  The  above  grant  was 
made  to  supply  food  for  their  horses,  and  those  of  their 
friends  *. 

Two  brothers  of  this  place,  Richafd  and  William,  aoni 
of  Ulf  de  Doddewrda,  gave  to  the  convent,  for  the  love  of 
God  and  the  salvation  of  their  own  souls,  all  the  men  they  had 
on  the  land,  with  their  houses  and  chattels  for  ever.  How 
degraded  was  the  state  of  these  men,  who  could  be  transferred 
like  cattle  from  one  proprietor  to  another!  The  love  of 
God  ought  to  have  prompted  these  devotees  rather  to  have 
given  liberty  to  their  villani,  than  to  have  transferred  them 
to  a  convent.  Such  was  then  tlie  state  of  society,  and  such 
then  the  spirit  of  the  age. 

FAIRBURN.  One  Ada  gave  half  an  oxgang  of  land 
here,  to  supply  the  monks  with  bread  and  wine  when  they 
celebrated  mass,  for  the  redemption  of  his  own  soul,  and 
those  of  his  wife,  parents  and  friends. 

FEREBY-SOUTH,  in  tl)e  county  of  Lincoln.  Gilbert,  tlie 
Earl  of  Lincoln,  gave  the  ferry  here,  and  three  and  a  half 
oxgangs  of  land,  together  with  fourteen  houses,  reserving  to 
himself  the  annual  payment  of  six  pounds.  In  a  contest  be- 
tween him  and  Henry  Lacy,  he  had  injured  the  monks,  and 
trampled  on  the  sacred  rights  of  the  church.  Conscious  that 
he  had  been  guilty  of  a  great  crime,  he  made  a  vow  to  be- 
stow the  above  mentioned  property,  eitlier  to  purchase  for 
them  a  lamp,  or  tq  si^pply  them  with  oil  to  keep  one  con- 
tinually burning. 

FERRYBRIDGE.  Jordan  de  Sancta  Maria  gave  a  mea- 
dow  here.  The  boundaries  are  defined,  but  owing  to  the  di- 
vision pf  fields,  it  is  perhaps  now  nearly  impossible  to  ascer- 
tain it.  One  head  was  above  Longlathes;  and  stretched  to 
the  Aire*  Another  towards  Hall  well,  was  beyond  the  stream 
which  com^s  from  Pontefract,  between  the  meadow  belonging 
to  theabbe^r  of  Fountaines  on  the  north,  and  Ferrybrid^  Field 

«Cii.  A.  M. 
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on  the  south.  Another  part  joined  tlie  meadow  belongiog  tht 
hospital  of  Fulsnaph,  and  die  last  a  field  belonging  to  Robert 
de  Hickleton, 

FRYSTONE.  Tlie  same  Jordan  gave  the  Forcdales/or 
headlands  of  a  meadow  here,  whicrh  joined  ti)e  stream  that  di« 
▼ides  tiiis  township  from  Ferrybridge  ♦• 

FOXHOLES*  H.  Delaval  gave  sixoxgangs  of  land  here.  1 
As  this  is  noticed  after  Dodworth,  it  is  probable  it  lay  there. 
See  Dodwortb  t* 

FEATHERSTONE.    See  Whitwood. 

INGOLVESMELES.  Alice  de  Gaunt  gave  one  carucale 
of  land  here,  whigh  had  been  given  to  her  as  her  dowry 
hy  Ilbcrt  de  Lacy.  It  was  confirmed  by  Roger  de  Malbrai, 
her  second  lfu.sband{. 

KESWICK,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland.  Simon  de 
Moliaut  gave  two  oxgangs  of  land  heie,  consisting  of  twenty 
Bcres,  together  with  a  toft  of  one  acre  in  the  same  town,  with 
all  lights  and  privileges  thereto  belonging,  on  condition  of 
enjoy incr  the  prayers  of  the  house«  and  liberty  to  become  a 
brother  when  he  should  demand  it§. 

KELLINGLEY.  f  lenry  de  Lacy  gave  tliis  whole  viHage, 
with  all  the  land  from  Knottingley  on  one  haod^'  aiid  Beeile 
9n  ti\e  other,  to  the  piiory.  The  boundary  on  the  side  of 
Knottingley  is  said  to  be  a  ditch  called  Post  Letesic||. 

KIPPIS.  H.  Delaval  granted  the  church  here,  the  tithes 
and  whatever  belonged  tlie  same.  Henry  de  Lacy  confirmed 
this  grant  f^. 

KIRKBY.    See  Pontefract. 

KlMBERWORTH,  near  '  Rotherham.  One  John  BouiDi 
gave  half  an  acre  and  a  tofl  here  **. 

XEDESHAM.  One  half  of  this  village  was  given  by 
Robert  de  Lacy,  togetjlier  with  the  church,  which  was  con*, 
firmed  by  the  charter,  of  H.  de  Lacy  ft • 

LEDSTON.  Robert  de  lacy  gave  Ihc  whole  of  his 
land  here,  which  grant  was  confirmed  by  H.  de  LacyJJ. 

LUND,  or  Monk-Bretton.  Lands  had  been  left  here  to 
the  priory. '  On  some  account  a  contest  arose  respecting  these 
lands  betvveen  the  priories  of  Pontefract  and  Bretton  $  and 
the  affair  was  put  to  reference.  A^^iiliam  Bradford  aiid  Robert 
Chaloner,  referees,  decided  that  the  convent  of  Monk-Breltoa 

*  Ch.  -Moo.  f  Ibid,      t  Ibid.      $  Ibid.      ||  Ibid,      f  Ibid 

♦*  Ibid.  tt  Tannir's  N,  j;  Ca._Mah 
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ihould  have  the  lands  in  question ;  they  paying  to  Rich.  Browo 
the  prior,  and  the  coniwnt  of  Pontefract,    fifty-five  marks*. 

MEER,  or  Maram.    See  Whit  wood. 

MINSTHORP.    See  Silkstone. 

NORTON.  Jordan  Folioth  ^ave  the  west  mill  hero, 
with  the  land  on  which  it  stood^  and  a  toft  of  one  acre, 
between  the  mill  and  a  garden  near  to  the  road,  on  the 
north,  with  the  soke  and  suit  of  the  said  mill,  paying  to  the 
chaplain  of  Norton  one  mark  of  silver  annually,  on  the  fea^t 
of  St.  Dionisiusf, 

PONTEFRACT.  Robert  de  Lacry  gave  the  ground  on 
whi:h  the  priory  was  erected,  and  the  closes  around,  which 
in  the  charter  of  Delaval  are  estimated  at  seven  acres.^. 

ALL-SAINTS'  CHURCH  was  granted  by  the  said  Roberta 

St.  MARY'S  CRURCH,  now  called  St  Giles',  in  the 
market-place,  was  also  granted  by  H.  Delaval.  One  half  of 
this  church  had  beea  given  by  Dbert  de  hftcy  to  the  canons 
of  SL  Oswald,  but  Archbishop  Thurston  granted  Delaval  per* 
mission  to  bestow  it  wholly   on  this  convent. 

*  Arable  lands  in  the  Common-Fields,  amounting  to  twenty« 
one  acres,  were  enjoyed  by  the  monks. 

*  BaghilL  One  cacucate  of  Iand§  lying  here  was  givea 
to  the  convent  by  W.  FoUoth,  and  afterwards  confirmed  by  faia 
ton  Jordan. 

*  Bayliff'Yard,  a  small  close  mentioned  among  the  lands 
granted  to  Lord  Talbot. 

*  Carter  Closes,  mentioned  in  the -same  grant,  and  estimated 
at  twenty-four  acres. 

'*^  East-Field,  and  a  part  of  Darrington  field,  also  me&< 
tioned,  estimated  at  sixty-two  acres  and  a  half, 

*  GaUows-HiH  Close,  of  which  no  estimation  is  given* 
»  HudercTfft,  containing  by  estimation  six  acres. 

*  jftf/Zi/zg/ry,  containing  by  estimation  twelve  acres, 
^  New-Close,  containing  six  acres. 

*  NoTth^kid,  containing  siisty-one  acres  «iid  a  half, 

*  Spittle-Close,  no  estimation  given  ^ 

*  Vestry 'Close,  containing  ten  acres. 

*  Wattjiat  and  Watfdl  Closes,  containing  six  acrea  and^  n 
half. 

*  BvftTON*s  Mon.  p.  id.  fM.  A.  '  J  Cart. 

,  \  This  carucaie  U  aiost  probably  .the  closes  called  in  Talbot's  grant, 
Basbittfield,  or  Burton  Fiat  and  Bene  Tlat,  and  BagbUI  aod'^%lua,  whict^ 
■re  ihere  c&timatod  at  filtj-four  acres. 


534-  HISTORY  OP  PONTEFRACT. 

*  JVdl'CIose,  near  MiUdam,  containing  one  acre  and  a  ha}£ 
St.  NICHOLAS*  HOSPITAL.    The  custody  of  this,  for 

the  uses  intended,  was  given  to  the  priory  by  its  founder,  Rob. 
de  Lacy,  and  confirmed  by  Delaval  and  Henry  de  Lacj. 

St.  CLEMENT'S  CHURCH,  in  the  castle.  Robert  de 
I^cy  gave  this  also  to  the  convent,  expressing  in  the  strongest 
terms  that  it  should  not  be  hereafter  given  to  any  other  house. 

WEST-MILL,  he  also  granted  for  the  use  of  the  priory. 

EAST-MILL  was  granted  by  Henry  de  Lacy*,  and 
uxty  shillings  annually  to  be  paid  by  bis  baili£f^  thirty  at 
Easter,  and  thirty  at  Michaelmas  f- 

The  convent  had  a  turvery  in  the  park.  Their  right  to  a 
road  here  seems  to  have  been  disputed,  and  to  settle  which 
they  entered  into  an  agreement  with  one  John  Scot,  to  have 
»  free  passage  to  the  said  turvery,  through  the  land  of  the  said 
John  Scot,  in  Hall  well  %, 

Houses  and  lands  in  this  town,  were  given  through  the 
piety  and  zeal  of  several  of  its  inhabitants  to  the  priory.  They 
enjoyed  •  twenty  acres  of  pasture  in  the  park,  which  were 
taken  from  them  about  the  1 0th  of  Edward  IV.  but  by  doe 
course  of  la.v,  had  them  restored  §. 

In  the  fines  of  Yorkshire,  they  paid  for  two  houses  and 
thirty-eight  acres  of  land  in  Ponteiract  ||. 

PECKFIELD.  The  convent  enjoyed  spme  land  here,  as 
ftn  agreement  was  entered  into  between  the  convent  and 
Hubertus  and  Gaufridus,  sons  q£  W.  de  Boelter,  concerning 
the  middle  part  of  Peckfield  f . 

QUELDALE,  or  Weldale.    See  Witwood. 

ROTHERHAM.  The  convent  enjoyed  some  land  here^ 
in  the  reign  of  Richard  II  ♦♦. 

#  They  are  called  the  East  and  West  Mills  in  reference  to  the  sHia- 
tlon  of  each  other,  and  not  with  respect  to  the  town.  The  East  Milt  ii 
that  usoaNy  taHed  Bondgate  Mill;  and  the  West  is  that  under  the  caitk. 
Kobert  gave  this  latter  in  his  first  charter,  and  it  was  contained  within  the 
dausura,  apdi.fqrAcd  the  boundry  of  the  aoutb  and  west  angle. 

f  Trifling  as  this  sum  may  nov  appear,  it  will  be  considerable  if  Ae 
comparative  value  of  money  be  recollected.  According  to  some  authors,  a 
•biUing  then,   was  worth  a  pound  now. 

X  Vid.  App.  ad  Stcventil,  vol.  2.  ^.  219.  This  appeals  to  warnot 
the  observation,  that  no  coal  mines  bad  been  opened  m  ibis  part  of  tbc 
country  as  late  as  the  iburteei)th  century,  but.lhat  turf  and  wood  were  the 
fuel  commonly  used. 

$  Vidl  Beb.  Harleiana.  mo,  433.  p.  121.  lo  Ta1bot*s  grant, '  the  J^^k 
Close  Is  estira  ted  at  twenty -two  acres. 

II  Tanner's  N.  *    ^  See  Tannee's  K; 

•^  Par,  13,  Trio.  Rot.  %^  Kkhud  lU 
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RUGHALA,  or  Raul.     Henry  de  Lacy  grasited  two  ox* 

gangs  of  land  here. 

RANGBROOKE.     See  Silkstone. 
STAPLETON.     See  Darrington. 

SLADEBURN,  in  Craven.  Delaval  gave  tlus  church,  wilh 
the  lands  and  chapels  thereto  belonging.  Henry  de  Lacy  con^ 
firmed  the  grant.  After  this  grant,  ihe  prior  and  convent  pre* 
sented  the  first  six  rectors;  and  enjoyed  undi.sturbed  whatever 
belonged  to  it.  John  of  Gant  deprived  the  house  of  this 
part  of  their  property,  nor  could  they  ever  recover  it.  The 
convent  however  made  the  attempt,  and  assigned  the  advow* 
son  of  the  church  to  Booth  and  Byron,  who  gave  it  to  the 
church  of  St  Catlierine  of  Eccles.  Though  this  gift  was  con* 
firmed  by  a  Papal  bull,  the  crown  disregarded  it  and  kepi 
possession  ♦. 

SILKSTONE.  Swain,  the  son  of  Alricus,  gave  the 
church  here,  with  six  oxgangs  of  land  lying  near  to  it,  and 
^  chapels,  'lands  and  tythes,  and  whatever  belonged  thereto. 
His  son,  Ada,  confirmed  the  above,  as  well  9a  the  grant  of 
the  chapel  of  Cawthom/  wHh  two  oxgangs  of  land  in  the 
same  village;  and  two  parts  of  the  tithes  of  all  his  demesnes^ 
in  Cawthorn,  Kexburght^  Gunultwayt,  Penyingstone.  Wyrke*-r 
burgh,  Carleton,  Newhall,  Brerely,  Walton,  Manesthorp, 
Wrangbruk,  Midleton,  Garbamm  et  cum  ommibtu  ad  eas  pet' 
tinemibus. 

SMITHELES,  or  Smithale.  John  Fitz  Adam  gave  thirteen 
acres  of  meadow  here,  and  two  oaks  in  his  wood  of  Byrkin; 
and  one  buck  annually,  out  of  his  park,  at  the  feast  of  St. 
John,  ente  partam  Latinam. 

STAINBURGA,  or  Stainburgh.  Adam  Fitz  Petre,  gave 
one  moiety  of  the  mill  here;. and  his  brother  John  gave  th«i 
odier. 

SWINEFLETE.  Here  was  a  house  belonging  the  priory, 
whidi  at  the -dissolution  was  let  tor  forty  shillings  per  annum  f. 

THORP.  Henry  de  Lacy  gave  two  oxgangs  of  land 
here. 

WITEWDE,  or  Wilwood.  Robert  de  Lacy  gave  all  his 
lands  here,  and  at  (Maram)  or  Meer  to  the  priory,  with  all 
common  r^hts  and  privileges.  Also,  the  fishery  from  Whit- 
wood,  to  (Queldala)  or  Weldale.    The  canons  of  St.  Oswald; 

♦  Whit.  Craven. 
f  Bctum  of  Renti  in  ihe  Court  of  Augmenlalioot. 
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OP  -  Noitel>  pos^ssed  in  Wit  wood  and  Meer^  thirty  acres  of 
arable  land;  and  (he  tithe  of  hay  in  other  fifleen  acres,  iwhidi 
they  exchanged  with  the  prior  and  convent  of  Pontefract,  sav- 
ing the  rights  of  the  churches  of  Feadierstone  and  Castleford, 
for  two  parts  of  their  com  titlies  in  Brerely,  Maynesthorp 
and  Wrangbruck*  which  they  enjoyed  from  ihe  grant  ot  Adam 
Ftt2(  Swain»  and  which  belonged  to  the  church  of  Silkstone. 
though'  within  the   parishes  of  Felkyrk  and  Southkyrkby. 

WHALLEY,  in  the  Hundred  of  Blackburn^  Lancashire. 
The  church  was  given  by  H.  D^Iaval,  but  was  not  confirm'^ 
ed  by  Robeit  de  Lacy,  or  .any  of  his  successors.  Being  a 
place  at  that  time  of  little  importance,  the  prior  and  convent 
bere  continued  to  enjoy  the  patronage,  and  su^^cessively  pre- 
wspikd  IbuF  vicars.  When  the  Lacy*  fee  came  to  the  Con* 
stables  of  Chester,  they  claimed  the  adyowspn  of  this  churchy 
and  afteiwards  conferred  it  on  the  abbey  of  Whalley.  Tht 
pri^r  and  convent  of  Pontefract  defended  their  nght,,  but  were 
altO){ether  uiuuccessful.  According  to  the  law  which  then  ob- 
tain^, any  gnmts  made  by  the  possessor  of  a  fee,  when  the 
lord  of  such  fee  was  undet  an  altaiiAer,  in  case  the  attainder 
was  reversed,  were  deemed  invallid,  unless  the  Jord  conftrmr 
ed  the  grant.  On  this  prmciple,  the  claio)  of  the  cqi^veiit  wa| 
v^eeted. 

LIST  OF  PRIORS. 

Temp.  Confirm.  Ptiorsloci,  V^caL 

Adam, 

Oliver  Daincourt^ 
126—    Godefridus, 
tid.  May,  ISll    Fumhardus  de  Cherl^^ 
145—    Nic.  Halle, 

Johannes  Ffynt\ 
R.  Brown, 
James  Twaytes. 

ALTAR  CONSECRATEP^ 

27th  Martii^  A.  Dv   1^2. 

A  comroissioiir  waa  granted  to  John  Qishofi  oC  I%il^|H,  It 

90QS9Gt^e  a   ce^am  Altar  within  this    coinventtMt  church  of 

the  priory  of  Pontefract,  lately  erected  on  the  south  side  thereof. 

•  MS.  loquu.  in  posseisioQ  of  J.  Smytb^  Ei^.  M.  P^    An.  UofeciiBi 
Hea.  Scptimi. 
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TESTAMENTARY  BURIALS, 

August  13,  1391.  William  de  Bayley  made  his  will,  (pro- 
Yed  Dec.  20,  1391,)  giving  his  soul  to  God  Almighty,  St 
Mary  and'  All-Saints,  and  his  body  to  be  buried  before  the 
altar  of  St  Benedict,  in  the  monastery  of  St  John,  apostle  and 
evangelist,  of  Ponteiract. 

Jan.  6,  1435.  John  Awtee,  rector  of  the  parish  church  of 
Castieford,  made  his  will  (proved  Jan.  20,  1445,)  giving  his 
soul  (ut  supra)  and  his  body  to  be  buried  in  the  monastery  of  St 
John,  the  apostle  and  evangelist,  of  Pontefract. 

Archbishop  Thurston,  who  had  intended  to  have  commen- 
ced a  mock  of  this  monastery,  was  buried  in  the  church  of 
St.  John  the  Evangelist,  in  February  1143.  Goodwin  informs 
us,  he  made  a  search  for  his  grave  near  a  place  in  the  wall, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  choir  of  this  church,  then  in  ruins; 
but  instead  of  the  prelate,'  found  a  vast  number  of  human 
skuMs  and  bones,  all  regularly  piled  up,  and  laid  in  admirable 
order.  A  pious  action  of  the  monks,  which  has  been  met 
with  in  the  ruins  of  several  monasteries  in  this  kingdotn,  Vvcll 
worthy  of  imitation  at  tfie'  present  day. 


i     X 
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BLACK,    DOMINICAN, 


PREACHING  FRIARS. 


1  HIS  ord^r  came  into  Efigland  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  III.  in  the  year  1221.  They  settled 
a  house  here,  which  is  said  to  have  been  found- 
ed by  one  Symon  Pyper.  Tlie  seat  of  this 
house  was  nearly  in  the  centre  ot  the  garden, 
now  called  Friar- Wood.  A  draw-well,  and  va- 
rious foundations  which  have  been  removed  in 
the  low  garden,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Mr. 
Halley,  ascertain  the  place  where  it  once  stood. 

A  more  delightful  spot  could  not  have  been 
well  selected.  Embosomed  in  a  wood,  screened 
from  the  cold  northern  and  w^esterly  winds«  by  high 
grounds,  the  brothers  enjoyed  all  the  advantages 
of  privacy  and  retirement,  in  a  warm  and  well 
sheltered  abode. 

This  order  was  founded  by  St.  Dominic,  a 
Spaniard,  who  was  raised  to  the  dignity  of  Bishop 
of  Osma.  Of  course  he  performed  numerous 
miracles  to  entitle  him  to  the  honour  of  a  Saint; 
and  it  would  not  be  esteemed  one  of  the  least, 
that  he  instituted  an  order,  whose  chief  object 
was,  to  convert  heretics  by  the  power  of  their 
eloquence,  and  to  support  the  Roman  hierarchy*. 

*  This  saint  was  chiefly  employed  in  converting  the  Al- 
bigenses  and  Waldeuses,  who  inhabited  Piedmont    The  bere^ 
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This  order  was  called  Dominicans  from  their 
founder;  preaching  friars,  from  their  office;  and 
black  friars  from  their  dress.  They  wore  a 
white  cassock  with  a  white  hood  over  it,  when 
within;  but  when  they  went  abroad,  they  wore 
a  black  hood  and  a  black  cloak  over  their  white 
vestments. 

The  rule  of  this  order  obliged  the  friars  to 
study  the  sacred  scriptures,  and  devote  them- 
selves to  prayer  continually.  It  allowed  them 
to  enjoy  property,  but  recommended  poverty 
as  most  favourable  to  devotion.  They  were 
enjoined  perpetual  abstinence  from  fleshmeat, 
and  obliged  to  live  on  the  coarsest  fare. 

This  austerity  procured  them  the  reputation 
of  sanctity,  and  gave  them  a  degree  of  powc;r 
and  influence  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  of 
the  other  religious  orders.  As  their  wealth  in- 
creased they  relaxed  in  discipline;  and  at  length 
became  odious  in  many  catholic  states. 

Thomas  de  Castleford  was  a  brother  in  this 
house.  He  wrote  the  history  of  it,  and  of  the 
other  religious  houses  in  the  town,  respecting 
which  Leland  remarks,  he  had  found  in  it  much 
more  than  he  expected. 

Edmund  de  Lacy,  constable  of  Chester,  gave 
to  these  friars  some  lands,  called  East-Crofts, 
which  adjoined  to  their  house  *. 

ties  of  these  consisted  in  (heir  denial  of  purgatory,  and  their 
rejection  of  praters  for  the  dead,  invocation  of  <aints,  venera- 
tion of  images  and  relics,  absolution,  exorcisms,  sureties  in 
baptism,  and  the  canon  of  the  mass.  The  success  of  St. 
Dominic,  numerous  as  his  miracles  were,  did  not  avail  to  ex« 
termin^e  these  heresies;  and  a  more  effectual  roetiioJ  was 
soon  found  necessary,  that  of  ei^terminating  by  fire  and 
sword  those  who  held  them. 

*  Memorandum  preserved  among  the  charters* 
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In  this  house  was  interred  Roger  de  Mow- 
bray, who  died  ia  the  fifty-first  of  Henry  III. 

On  the  suppression  of  the  lesser  religious 
houses,  in,  the  twenty-eighth  of  Henry  VIII. 
this,  house  was  surrendered  by  the  pripr,  se?ep 
friars  and  one.  novice.  ^ 

The  house  and  land  belonging  to  it  were 
granted  to  a  W.  Clifford  and  Michael  W(ldbore. 

TESTAMENTARY   BXJRIAI*. 

10.  March^  1448,  Thomas  Box,  gentleman, 
made  his  will,  proved  6  May  144,9»  giving  his 
soul  to  God  Almighty,  St.,  Mary  and  All  Saints^ 
and  his  body  to  be  buried  within  the  house  of 
the  friars,  preachers,  of  Pontefract, 

The  Carmelites,  or  White  Friars. 

This  order:  was  brojaght  intp  Eqgland  in  the 
same  reign  ai  the  preceding,  ^nd  Eclinun^  de 
Lacy,  constable  of  Chester^  bqiU.  a  hou»^  for 
them  here^  At  present  no,  v^tige  pf  this 
house  remains,  nor. any  tradition  of  t^p  place 
where  it  stood. 

This  order  took  its  rise  in  Moimt  Carmel, 
in  the  Holy  Landj,  and  is  said,  to  have  been 
founded  by  Almericu£i,  bishop  of  Antiocb,  ia 
the  year  1132.  As  this  mount  had  been  ho- 
noured by  the  residence  of  the  prophets  Elijah 
and  Elisha,  this  order  pretended  to  derive  its 
origin  from  them,  by  an  uninterrupted  succession 
of  brethren* 

From  thcfir  dress  they  were  called  Whit« 
*  Ca,  Mon. 
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friars;,  and  from  their  poverty  they  were  num^ 
bered  among  the  order  of  mendicants,  or  beg- 
gars. Their,  rules  were  given  them  by  St.  Albert, 
palriarch  q(  Jerusalem,   about  the  year  1205*^ 

They  practiced  the  greatest  austerities  as 
essentially  necessary  to  subdue  the  flesh  and  se- 
cure final  happiness.  They  rose  iit  four  o'clodc 
in  summer,  and  five  in  the  winter.  They  slept 
every  night  in  their  coffins  upon  straw,  and 
every  morning  dug  a  shovelful  of  earth  for 
thefr  graves.  They  walked,  or  rather  crept,  to 
their  devotion  on  their  knees.  They  imposed 
strict  silence  on  themselves  from  vespers  till 
the  tierce  next  day.  They  ate  twice  a  day, 
but  never  tasted  fleshmeat.  They  were  en* 
joined  confinement  to  their  cells,  and  to  conti* 
nue  in  prayer.  They  fasted  from  the  feast  of 
the  holy  cross  till  Easter. 

The  rigour  of  this  discipline  was  relaxed  by 
Innocent  the  4th.  and  the  pious  brothers,  who 
had  grown  weary  of  mortification,  were  permitted 
to  taste  again  the  flesh-pots  of  Egypt. 

Tfie  Austin  ^Friars. 

The  brethren  of  .this  order  had  a  house  herie; 
and  it  is  pjrobable,  their  house  was  the  one 
which  Edward  III.  granted  William  L,  Tabou- 
lere  leave  to  found  as  an  oratory  for  eight  indigent 
persons,  with  an  independent  chaplain  of  the 
order  of  St..  Augustine,  or  Austin.  There  can 
be  little  doubt,  that  the  hospital,  now  •  called 
Bede  houses,,  was  the  residence  of  these  brethren. 
The  name  3ede,  which  is  from  •  the  Saxon 
*  ByTLKR's  Lives  of  the  'faints.    - 
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(bidan)  td  pray,  is  synonimous  with  the  Latin 
term  oratory,  or  house  of  prayer. 

This  order  derives  its  origin  from  Augustine, 
the  celebrated  bishop  of  Hippo,  near  Carthage, 
in  Africa.  On  his  conversion  he  retired  to  his 
own  house,  in  the  country,  with  his  friends. 
Here  they  enjoyed  all  things  in  common,  and 
spent  their  time  in  devotional  e:feercises.  When 
he  was  raised  to  the  priesthood  his  friends  fol- 
lowed him  to  Hippo,  and  a  house  was  then 
erected  for  them. 

The  habit  of  these  monks  was  a  white  gar- 
ipent  and  scapulary,  when  they  were  in  tlie 
house,  but  when  in  the  choir  or  abroad  they 
had  over  the  former  a  caul  and  a  hood,  both 
black,  which  were  girt  with  a  black  leathern 
thong. 

This  order  was  one  of  the  mendicants,  and  their 
rules  were  sufficiently  precise  and  singular.  They 
enjoyed  all  things  in  common;  and  the  rich, 
•who  entered  this  order,  sold  their  possession? 
and  gave  the  money  to  be  equally  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  brethren.  They  were  not 
allowed  to  receive  alms  without  delivering  the 
whole  up  to  their  superior.  They  employed  the 
iirst  part  of  the  day  in  labour,  and  the  re- 
mainder in  reading  and  devotion.  Saturday  was 
allowed  to  provide  necessaries,  and  on  the  Sab- 
bath they  were  permittefl  to  drink  wine. 

When  they  went  abroad  they  were  always 
obliged  to  go  two  together;  nor  were  they  per- 
mitted to  eat  out  of  their  convent,  let  the  calls 
of  nature  be  ever  so  urgent.  The  least  sexual 
desire  was  deemed  a  mortal  sin»  and  the  strictest 
chastity  was  enjoined. 
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ALL-SAINTS*   CHURCH, 

OR 

ALLHALLOWS. 


1  HAT  a  church  existed  here  long  anterior  to 
the  conquest  has  already  been  rendered  probable, 
if  not  certain  J  and  the  doomsday  survey  esta- 
blishes the  fact,  that  one  did  exist  at  that 
period.  The  present  church  of  All-Saints  cannot, 
however,  be  referred  to  a  period  so  rertote. 
The  style  of  its  architecture  is  wholly  what  is 
generally  denominated  Gothic;  and  though  it 
is  probable  that  it  has  been  erected  at  different 
times,  there  is  no  appearance  of  the  Saxon 
style  in  any  part  of  it. 

It  is  altogether  uncertain  by  whom  the 
church  was  built*.  The  present  structure,  most 
probably,  may  be  referred  to  the  reign  of  Henry 
III.  a  period  in  which  most  of  our  Gothic 
parish  churches  were  erected. 

This  chui-ch  is  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  with 

*  A  late  writer  (sec  Miller's  Doncaster)  informs  the  public 
iKat  this  church  was  founded  by  Robert  de  Lacy,  who  gave 
it  to  Kirkstail  Abbey.  In  his  researches  the  editor  has  met 
with  nothing  to  support  suqh  an  opinion ;  but  from '  the 
fonner  part  of  this  history  it  will  appear,  that  Kirkstail 
Abbey  was  not  fpunded  till  tlie  time  of  Henry  de  Lacy,  the 
second  son  of  Robert,  'wiio  was  the  only  person  of  the  fa- 
mily interr^  there.  Tlic  gentleman  above  referred  to,  it  is 
pnjiabiefell  into  .this  mistake  through  inadvertence,  confbond- 
ing  the. church  of  the  priory  of  St.  John  with  the  church  of 
AU-Saints. 
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a  handsome  tower  in  the  .middle,  which  was 
crowned  with  a  magnificent  lantern,  enriched 
with  sculpture.  -Gent  informs  us,  on  the  au- 
thority of  other  writers,  that  the  four  outward 
corners  of  the  belfry  (in  which  there  were  twelve 
^  bells)  were  adorned -with  four  images  of  the 
Evangelists.  The  lantern  is  said  to  have  been 
ornamented  with  the  effigies  of  the  eight  apostles 
8tandii^g..,Q.n  pedestals  joined  to  4he  sever?!  cor* 
ners. 

The,  ground,  plan  will  g|vc  the  best  idea  of 
the  interior*  The,,  length  from  east  to-  vvest  is 
fifty^ree  yards,  ai)d  Srofn  north  to  south  twenty- 
seven  yards.  This  place  is  remarkable  for  the 
two.  entrances  , of  a  double  staircase  ascending 
to  the  belfry,,  and  .from  thence  tp  the  top  of 
the  .^eqond  battlement..  The  staircase  (is  in  the 
northwest  cqrner^  adjoming  the  column,  but 
not  within  it.  Both  gradations  turn  Tound  on 
one  centrp,  s^nd  are^both  circumscribed  withia 
the  ;same  .space. 

Thevphancel..,w^s  double,  .extendin|;  ^farther 
liorth,  and  a  little  iarthpr  south,  than  the  easters 
parts.  A  cross  ile,  froai.,tV[Q  oppofita  apd  pro- 
portionable j^oprs,  equally  I  divide  it,-  an^  run 
the  whole  length  of  its  boundaries,  ^bove 
the  doors  are  tw,o. large  Gothic  wiqdows.. 
_  'jr^e  .'w(3sterD..part  was  not  .sa. broad  n  the 
eastern^  .<The  roof  o^  the  sidei^ileiT  wbb  much 
lower 'than  that  of  the  ribve  oi^  bbdy,  forni- 
ing '  a  kind,  of  penthouse  to  ihe*  Xfwe,  like 
pany  of/ our. .old  ;$)«risb.M chqrches.  •  rFrom  the 
arcbeax){  tha  colunms;  'Wdieb  fonUi  the)  sidfe  iie^ 
a  wall  was  carried' up,  and  a^rang^i  wPi^ihdojrs 
was  made,  to  give  light  to  the  nave  or  body. 
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A  parapet  wall  was  carried  round  the  nave  of 
the  western  part,  so  that  any  person  might 
walk  upon  the  roof  with  safety. 

The  windows  in  the  east  and  west  afford  a 
£ne  specimen'  of  the  magnificence  and  peculiar 
effect  of  the  Gothic  style  of  architecture.  They 
are  of  large  dimensions,  and  the  stone  mulions 
exceedingly  slender.  These  windows  must  have 
thrown  a  flood  of  light  along  the  whole  body 
of  the  church. 

The  cross  iles  and  chancel  only  seem  to 
have  been  furnished  with  pews  and  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  parishioners.  The  whole  wes- 
tern part,  with  its  beautiful  pointed  arches^ 
formed  only  a  magnificent  entrance  to  the  part 
employed  in  divine  service.  In  this  respect 
this  fine  parish  church  strongly  resembles  our 
cathedrals  and  minsters. 

An  intelligent  Roman  catholic  gentleman,  on 
viewing  the  remains  of  this  venerable  structure, 
immediately  pointed  out  the  southeast  part,  as 
having  been  what  is  called,  in  the  churches 
abroad,  the  crypL  This  part  evidently  appears  to 
have  been  lower  than  the  chancel  and  the  crosd 
iles ;  and  was  separated  from  the  chancel  and  high 
altar  by  a  range  of  columns.  In  this  part  there 
was  also  a  small  altar,  with  a  fine  sculptured  figure 
above  it,  in  a  devotional  attitude.  Nothing 
now  remains  of  the  figure  but  the  leg;  but 
even  this  specimen  does  such  honour  to  thj? 
sculptor  as  to  excite  regret,  that  the  misguided 
zeal  of  the  reformers,  or  the  fatal  effects  of 
the  civil  war,  should  have  mutilated  and  nearly 
destroyed  one  of  the  best  proofs  of  the  state 
•f  the  fine  arts. 

y    y  « 
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>  The  ctypti  as  iti  none  imports^  was  a  kind 
of  church  under  grodnd ;  and  here  some  ioipor- 
tant  cerenionies  wete  fjerfcrtned.  The  design 
of  the  catholic  ehttrch  s^ems  always  to  have 
bf^en  to  dlt^zfe  and  cbftrtn  the  rniaginatioa,  by 
the  ponlp  hnd  itidgnificenCe  of  ii^  ceremonies. 
Hence  those  events,  Whieh  the  Etangdiits  have 
ifiarrated  with  so  tntfcb  simplicity  arid  pachos^ 
this  church  ha^  cCitiverted  Intc^  lieeriic  represen- 
tations. The  passion  of  the  Saviou^  has  emf4oy« 
ed  the  pebcii  of  the  best  arti^s;  and  to  ren- 
der this  event  Iflord  strtkibg  tod  iftipresstVe,  the 
crypi  in  churches  Wite  devis^rcti  Oii  Goo^Frkiay, 
tlie  sijpposed  day  oh  which  tli6.  Saviour  died, 
the  host,  the  etoblefn  tif  his  person  arid  silcrifioe, 
ivas  solemnly  carried  into  the  etypt^  whidi  on  that 
occasion  Was  covered  with  black,  and  laid  oa 
the  small  altar,  to  repr^setit  bis  body  laid  in 
the  tomb.  From  Good-Friday  till  Easter  sab- 
bath ftionning  alt  wasl  silent  as  de^tb.  No 
tfiassei^  were  Celebrated.  The  priests  performed 
their  devo^io^ns  In  iect^t. 

On  Edsta^  day  the  siben^  was  changed. 
The  Itost  wtis  brought  freiAi  the  cryjEX^i  and  pomp^ 
6trs<y  cotiteyed  to  the  high  aftar,  ta  represebt 
the  resurrection.  To  give  effect  to  this  cere- 
I66ny,  the  priests  wore  peeuliai*  dresses;  high 
mass  was  performed  9  and  gazing  crowds  were 
charmed  With  the  scetre,  and  leaded  with  the 
-vibrating  notes  of  the  lo«d  soundivg  orgdn. 

During  the  sieg6  thkt  ohurch  deceived  inch 
injuries  ds  oo^fd  fk>t  eftsily  be  re^paired^    Its  fine 
lantern  veas  bitttered  down,  tti?  iltterfor  destroyed, 
and  the  whole  roof  60niideftfbly  damagexl.     A) 
though  the  parliament  allotted  a  t^JoasflOil  poimdi^ 
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out  of  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  mas- 
terials  belonging  to  the  castle,  towards  its  re- 
pairs, little  appears  to  have  been  done.  Above 
the  top  of  the  square  tower  an  octagon  wa* 
raised,  with  spires  at  each  angle,  instead  of  the 
ancient  lantern;  and  this  seems  all  that  was 
then  effected. 

It  woirf(J  not  be  generous  to  charge  the 
parishioners  with  negligence  and  inattention  to 
this  magnificent  church.  It  is  more  consonant 
to  charity  to  believe,  that  they  found  themselves 
incompetent  to  restore /it  to  its  former  grandeur; 
and  at  length  reluctantly  resigned  it  to  the  cank- 
ering tooth  of  all  devouring  tim6.  After  the  re- 
storation one  effort  more  was  however  made  to 
save  it  from  ruin.  A  brief  w^s  granted  within  the 
county,  and  the  sum  of  fifteen;  hundred  pounds 
was  raised;  which  was  unfortunately  entrusted 
to  a  man,  whose  name  as  an  antiquarian  deserves 
respect,  but  whose  conduct  in  this  instance  will 
cover  it  with  reproach:  for  he  embezsiled  the 
whole  *sum*y 

It  has  been  above  observed,  that  this  church 
had  once  no  fewer  than  twelve  bells.  One  of  these 
only  now  remains;  and  some  of  the  parishioners 
once  wished  to  have  it  removed,  and  conveyed 
to  the  church  of  St.  Giles,  which  at  that  period 
was  withiout*  The  viccir  who  seeips  to  have  beei^ 
partial  to  this  venerable  structure,  .  though  in 
ruins,  called  the  whole  of  the  parishioners  toge- 
ther,   to  deteripine   whether  tiie  bell  should  re- 

*  A  contract  deed  is  now  in  the  pofsxension  of  the  author, 
between  certain  workmen,  oVi.  the  one  part,  and  Dr.  Nathaniel 
Johnson,  the  gentleman  above  referred  to,  on  the  other  part, 
for  the  repairs  of  the  said  church. 
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main  or  be  removed.  The  inhabitants  of  Knot- 
tingley,  who  belong  to  the  parish,  came  in  con- 
siderable numbers,  and  a  great  majority  decided 
in  favour  of  the  bell  remaining. 

The  following  inscriptions,  in  old  English 
letters,  are  cast  round  the  bottom  of  the  bell. 
Hac  campana  beata  sacra  Trinitaii  ,fiai.  May 
this  blessed  bell  be  sacred  to  the  Trinity,  ffac 
est  tuba  Dei.  This  is  the  trump  of  God.  I  H  £ 
namen  ei^.  The  date  is  1598.  Various  coats 
of  arms  are  also  cast  on  the  bell. 

On  the  termination  of  the  siege,  the  lantern 
of  the  church  had  been  injured  so  much,  that  it 
is  probable  some  of  the  bells  had  been  destroyed, 
and  others  taken  down.  There  is  a  tradition  that 
Col.  Bright,  who  was  a  distinguished  officer  in 
Lambert's  army,  and  who  was  deputed  to  treat  for 
the  surrender  of  the  castle,  availed  himself  of  his 
interest  vwith  the  general  tp  obtain  some  of 
these  bells,  for  his  own  parish  church  of  Bads- 
worth,  where  they  now  remain  f. 

The  church  of  All-Saints  was  given  to  the 
priory  by  its  founder,  Robert  de  Lacy.  The 
brethren  of  this  house  performed  divine  services, 
and  enjoyed  all  the  tithes,  firstfruits  and  obla- 
tions of  the  parish,     Thq  rectory  continued  in 

*  The  author  leaves  it  to  the  learned  reader  to  make  out 
this  part  of  the  inscription.  Had  the  last  letter  been  an  S, 
as  we  generally  find  I.  H.  S.  the  initials  of  Jesus  hooiinum 
Salvator^  the  sense  would  have  been,  "  May  Jesus  the  Saviour 
of  men  be  the  name  given  to  it/'  But  as  it  stands  the  author 
readily  acknowledges  his  inability  to  explain  it. 

t  Having  examined  these  belKs  it  does  not  appear  f.om 
the  dates  that  more  than  one  bell  could  have  been  removed, 
unless  they  have  been  recast.  The  tenor  is  dated  1582^  and 
the  three  others  date  after  the  restoration. 
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their  possession  till  the  surrender  of  the  house 
to  the  king;  when  it  went  as  part  of  their 
property,  to  the  augmentation  of  the  king's 
revenue. 

It  was  leased  off  to  Peter  Mewtas,  Esq.  at 
the  annual  rent  of  twenty  two  pounds  fourteen 
shillings.  It  now  makes  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  pounds  nineteen  shillings,  although  some 
parts  of  it  have  been  sold  to  other  persons. 

In  the  forty-third  of  Queen  Elizabeth  there 
was  a  suit  instituted  in  the  court  of  Exchequer, 
about  the  reparation  of  the  chancel  of  the 
church  of  Pontefract;  and  by  the  proceedings 
in  the  suit  it  appears,  that  the  different  parts 
of  the  rectory  were  still  in  the  possession  of 
the  crOwn,  but  under  lease  in  separate  parcels  to 
the  following  gentlemen,  Baron  Saville,  Edward 
Talbot,  Esq.  Thomas  Beverley  %  Esq,  Thomas 
Kiccard,  gent«  Robert  Frank,  gent,  and  William 
Stables,   gent.  . 

The  whole  rectory  continued  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  crown,  till  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  James  I.  when  the  following  portions 
of  it  were  alienated. 

The  tithes  of  grain  in  Hardwick  Roods, 
value  six  shillings  and  eightpence,  and  the  tithes 
of  grain  in  Pontefract,  value  eight  pounds,  were 
granted  to  Lawrence  Baskerville,  John  Styles, 
Humphrey  Buuhel,  ip  f^e  by  letters  patent, 
dated   the  29th  Oct.  the  second   of  James  I. 

The  following  abstract  of  leases  of  various 
parts  of  the  rectory,  now  remaining  in  the 
Augmentation  office,  will  shew  what  tithes  then 
formed  the  rectory. 
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Lessees.     Rent. 
£.  s.  i. 
I56«,  Til*ies  of  hay  de  VilUde 

Pontefract,  /(?//«  Bathe,  I  18  8 

1567,  Ditto  of  grain,  do.     Fran.  Kempe,  8    0  0 
1669,  Do.  of  hay  and  grain  of 

Ferrybridge,  Jolin  Beverley^  5  13  4 

157«,  Do.  of  grain,  Knottingley, 

.  Rob.  Arthingteny  9  0  0 
1591 ,  Do.  of  hay,  East-Ings,  do.  /•  Belhouse,  1 1  4 
6  Eliz.Do.  hemp  and  flax  do.     Rob.  Cooke,  I     g  ^ 

Do.  hay  West-f  ngs,  do.     do.  y 

1565,  Do.  of  grain,  Hardwidc 

Roods',  R.  Erringtony       6  8 

6EIiz.Do.    corn    and   iiay    of 

South-Hardwick,  Rob.  Cooke,  4    6  8 

1594,  Do.  of  corn  and  hay^  Spit- 

tle^ardwick,  Wm.  Stables,  g  10  0 

^.30T5  8 

Whether  the  monks,  who  enjoyed  the  rectory, 
became'  negligent  in  the  discharge  of  their  spi- 
ritual fii  net  ions,  or  whether  it  was  deemed 
more  proper  for  one  of  the  secular  clergy  to 
discharge  such  duties,  we  find  a  vicar  appointed 
as  early   as  Edward  III. 

John,  Archbishop,  ordained  Nov.  20,  1461, 
that  the  prior  and  convent  of  Pojitefract,  and 
their  successors,  should  for  ever  entirely  receive 
all  and  singular  the  fruits,  rents,  profits,  tithes, 
oblations  and  emoluments,  of  this  church  of 
AII-Saint9, 

And  pay  to  M.  Adam  de  Scargill,  then  vicar 
of  that  church,  and  to  his  successors,  thirty 
marks  per  annum  quarterly  in  the  same  church. 
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in  the  name  of  the  whole  aiid  entire  portion  ctf 
his  vicarage; 

And  shall  bear  all  burdens  ordinarj  and  ex- 
traordinary incumbent  on  the  same,  excepting 
sjmodals  only,  which  the  yk^ar  shail  pay  fo^ 
the  time  being. 

August  1,  1453,  th6  archbishop  made  this 
new  ordination  of  the  vicarage  of  All  Saints^ 
of  Pontefract,  viz.  That  John  White,  tbeil 
vicar^  and  his  successors,  should  have  for  their 
habitation  One  house  situate  nigh  the  said  churchy 
called  vulgarly  Balay-Place,  with  the  garden  to 
the   same  adjoining, 

And  that  the  prior  and  convent  of  Pontes 
fract  should  receive  all  the  fruits,  profits  and 
tithes  thereof  I  ftc,  and  pay  to  the  said  vica^^ 
and  his  successorSi  twehty  marks,  iti  English 
money,  per  annum,  quarterly  in  the  said  church 
of  All-Saintd, 

And  bear  all  burdens  ordin^y  and  extraor^ 
dinary^  whatsoevef  incumbent  on  the  said  ohorcfa« 

Fn  the  year  1533,  an  agreement  was  madd 
between  the  majror  and  commonalty  on  one 
parti  Knd  the  pHof  and  convent  on  the  othe^^ 
respecting  the  finding  and  sustaining  certain 
chaplains  within  the  church  of  All-Saints,  who 
should  celebrate  divine  ofTices  therein,  and  ad*^ 
minister  the  sacrsiment  to  the  parishioners.  In 
consequence  of  this  the  archbishop  oitlained  that 
there  should  h€  within  this  parish  church  of 
All-Saints,  two  chaplains  perpetually  fbund  and 
sustained  by  the  said  prior  bnd  convent.  Onfe 
of  which  should  .celebrate  in  thd  chapel  of  St. 
Giles,  at  the  cost  of  the  said  prior  and  convent, 
and  the   other  should  celebrate  and   administer 
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the    sacrament    and    sacramentals    in    the    said 
church  of  All-Saints,   &c. 

Are  we  to  consider  this  as  evidence  that 
the  vicarage  now  ceased?  Or  is  the  vicar  to 
be  considered  as  one  of  the  chaplains^  This 
latter  supposition  seems  most   probable. 

On  the  suppression  of  the  monastery  the  vicar- 
age was  suffered  to  remain,  but  without  any  aug- 
mentation or  fresh  endowment.  The  only  change 
the  vicarage  underwent  was,  that  the  crown,  in 
lieu  of  the  sum  of  thirteen  pounds  six  and 
eightpence,  permitted  the  vicar  to  receive  the 
small  tithes.  Although  this  fact  is  unsupported 
by  any  express  grant  of  the  crown,  it  cannot 
be  questioned.  In  the  accounts  of  the  rents  of 
the  rectory,  there  is  nothing  deducted  for  the 
vicar,  as  there  would  have  been  had  any  sum 
been  paid;  and  in  the  leases  of  tithes,  there  is 
no  mention  whatever  of  the  small  tithes,  which 
undoubtedly  belonged  to  the  rectory,  as  well 
as  those  of  grain  and  hay.  From  this  it  may 
be  inferred  that  on  the  suppression  of  the  pri- 
ory, and  the  impropriation  of  the  rectory  by 
the  crown,  the  vicar  received  the  small  tithes  in 
lieu  of  what  had  before  been  allowed. 

This  vicarage  was  so  poorly  endowed,  that 
when  the  commission  of  enquiry  into  the  true 
value  of  all  ecclesiastical  benefices  was  executed, 
it  was  discharged  for  ever  from  the  payment  of 
tenths  and  firstfruits, 'and  at  that  period  could 
not  be  above  the  value  of  fifty  pounds  per  ano. 
In  Bacon's  Liber'  Regis  it  is  stated  at  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  ninety  pounds. 
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Vicars  of  AU-Sainti  Churchy  dawn  to  the  Restoratinu 


Temp,  lose 

1267. 
l6kaIJulii,I302. 
ekal.Aug.  1316. 
4kal.Maii,  1329. 
16kal.  Sep.  1538. 
2  Feb.  1349. 

16  Mar.  1349. 

24  Jan.  1350. 

2  Jan.  1355. 

17  Nov.  1361. 

25  Nov.  136U 
15  Apr.  1364. 

5  Mail,  1437. 

23  Feb.  1438. 
20julii.  1465. 

3  Aug.  1483. 

15  Sq>.  1483. 

24  Mar.  1485. 
7Juni]»  I486. 
3Junii,  1489. 
7  Mar.  1490. 
12  Feb.  1503. 
20  Nov.  1506L 
12  Apr.  1438. 

16  Juliv  1568. 
12  Dec.  1588. 
24Junii,  1595. 
2lJu]iL',  1597. 
3  Mar.  1624. 


Vicarii. 


Potroni. 


Vacat. 


lidem. 

lidem. 

lidem.      p.  restg. 

lidem.      p.  resig. 

Rex.  &c.  p.  mort. 

Rex.  &c.  p.  resig. 

E.  3  Rex. 


resig. 
resig. 


Dns.HugodeBirke8biir£h.  P.&C.deP.  p.itiQrt. 

Dns.  Tho.  Beks,  CI.     v 

Dns.  Adam  Polit,  Pr. 

Dns.  Nic.  de  Erghes,  Pr. 

Dm.  Will,  de  Sutton,  Cap. 

Dns.  Rog.  Paxton,  Cap. 

M.  AdamdeScargill,  Diac. 

Dns.  WilL  de  St.  Albano. 

Dns.  Hugo  deSaxton,  Cap.  Rex.  &c. 

Dns.  Job.  del  Becks,  Cap.  Rex.  &c. 

Hugo  de  Saxton. 

M.  Adam  de  Scargill  O.C.E.  lidem. 

Dns.  Ric.  Douks.  lidem. 

Dns.  Will.  Danke,  Cap;       lidem. 

Dns.  Job.  Thornton.  lidem. 

Dns.  Job.  Cudworth,  Pr.      lidem. 

Dns.  Job.  White.  lidem. 

Mr.  Tho.  Challoner,  Cap.  J.Latbu^h.v.p.mort. 

Dns.  Ric.  Beryman,  Cap.     P.&C.deP.p.  resig. 


p.  resig.. 
p.  resig. 


mort. 
resig. 
mort. 


Dns.  Job.  Stodfolde,  Cap.  lidem. 
Dns.  X'topber  Bargh,  Cap.  lidem. 
M.  Tho.Harryson,  M. A.Pr.  lidem. 


p.  mort. 
p.  mort 
p.  mort. 
p.  resig, 
p.  mort. 
p.  mort. 
p.  mort. 
p.  mort. 


Dns.  Peter  Beke,  Cap.  /idem. 

M.  Rob.  Cutteler.  lidem. 

M.  Tho.  Bromflete,  M.  A.  lidem. 

M.Rob.Wombersley,M.A.  lidem. 

Dns..  Job.  Barkar;  Pr.  lidem. 

R  ic.  A  sheton,  CI •  J .  Botenian,  &c, 

Tho.  Haman,  CI.  Eliz.Reg.  p.  resig. 

Laur.  Barkar,  CI.  M.  A.  Eadem.      p.  resig. 

T.PuIIeyne,Cl.M. A.ob. l627.Eadem.     p,  resig. 

Will.  Stiks,  CI.  B.  A.  Rex.  Jac. 

Joseph  Ferret  p.  resig. 


z  z 
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Chantry. 

.  Ill  this  church  there  was  one  or  more  chan- 
tries*. In  an  account  of  the  tithes  belonging 
to  the  deanry  of  St.  Clement,  in  the  Augmenta- 
tion office,  this  chantry  is  mentioned  as  founded 
by  Rob.  Risbworth,  who  endowed  it  with  land» 
within  the  parish  of  Pontefract.  This  appears  to 
have  been  on  the  north  side  of  the  east  part  of  the 
church,  where  the  place  for  the  altar  still  remains. 

Testamentary  Burials,  from  Torre's  Manuscript. 

Die  Jovis  prox.  poat  festu  St.  Nioi,  1387j 
Joh.  de  Gayton.  of  Pontefract,  made  his  will, 
(proved  )  giving  his  soul  to  God  Al- 

mighty, St.  Mary  and  All-Saints,  and  his  body 
to  be  buried  within  the  church  of  All-Saints,  in 
Pontefract. 

Die  Lunee  prox.  post  festu  St.  Petri  ad  via* 
cula,  1390,  Rob.  de  Beghall,  of  Pontefract, 
made  his  will  (proved  Feb.  1390,)  giving  his 
s^oul  to  God  Almighty,  and  his  body  to  be  ba« 
ried  in   the  church  of  AlUSaints,  of  Pontefract. 

Die  Jovis  in  festo  St.  Matthei,  April,  1391, 
Roger  Silkston,    of    Pontefract,    n^ade   his    will, 

*  These  foundations  were. posisessed  of  great  wealth,  de- 
rived from  the  pious  pretence  of  saying  m%<(ses  tor  depan«i 
souls.  The  chantries  were  generally  annexed  to  churches^  and 
\ve  are  told  that  there  were  no  less  than  lbrty«sevcn  witlita 
St-  Paul's  Cathedral :  each  of  these  had  a  separate^  generally 
landtxi,  estate.  They  were  given  to  the  king  by  the  parlia^ 
ment,  in  December  1547^  though  not  without  i^ucb  opposi* 
tlopj  as  well  from  Protestants  as  Papists;  ^and  thus  went  the 
last  remnant  of  that  immense  mass  of  property,  which  had 
been  wrested  from  the  Romish  clergy  in  tlie  course  of  the  last 
fifteen  years*  -     - 
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(praVed  Oct*  15,  IS&l,)  giving  his  8oil  to  God 
Almfghey^    St.    Mary   and    All-Saints,    and    his 
body  to  be  buried   in   the  church  of  AIl-Saint9>. 
in  the  town  of  Pbntefract. 

Die  Jovis  ante  festiim  St.  Nici  Epi,  I427> 
Willfa^  CarWI,  of  PontefraCt,  made  his  will, 
(proved  Jan.  3i,  1437,)  giving  his  soul  (ut  supra,) 
and  \n^  body  to  be  buried  in  the  parish  church 
of  All-Saints,  in  Pontefract, 

Dec.  7,  1434,  William  Cawdray  Physitian, 
made  his  will,  (proved  Feb.  15,  1434,)  giving 
bis  soul  (ut  supra,)  and  his  body  to  be  buried 
in  the  parish  cbarch  of  Alf-Saints,  Pontefract, 

November  \7i  1455,  John  Saxton,  of  Pon- 
tefract, made  his  will,  (proted  Dec.  5,  1435,) 
giving  his  soul  (ut  supra,)  amd  his  body  to  be 
buried  in  the  church  of  All^aints,  Pontefract. 

April  29*  1437,  John  Thornton,  Vicar  of  Pon- 
tefract, made  im  will,  (proved  May  5,  1438,) 
giving  bis  soul  («it  supra,)  and  his  body  to  be 
bmed  in  the  ptirish  church  of  All-Saints,  Pon*^ 
tefract. 

April  12,  1443,  Rob.  Metbley,  of  Pontefract, 
Fisher,  made  bis  will,  (proved  May  8,  1443,) 
givmg  his  s^ul  {tii  supra,)  at>d  his  body  to  be 
buried  in  the  parish  church  of  All-Saints,  of 
Pottt^finct. 

Oct  14,  1443.  John  Sharp,  of  Pontefract, 
made  Ws  will,  (proved  Dec.  10,  1443,)  giving 
bis  soul  td  God  Almighty,  St.  Mary  and  AH- 
Saims,  aivd  his  body  to  buried  in  the  parish 
church  of  Pontefract, 

June  10,  1445,  John  Devyas,  of  Pontefract, 
made  his  wi»  (proved  June  19,  1445,)  giving 
bis  fiool  to  God  Almighty,  Si.  Mary  »nd  AlU 
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Saints,  and  bis  body  to  be  buried  in  tbe  churdi 
of  All-Saints,  of  Pontefract,  before  the  image 
of  St.  John,  the  Baptist. 

August  23,  1446,  John  Finney,  of  Pontefract, 
made  his  will,  (proved  Oct.  10,  1446,)  giving 
his  soul  (ut  supra,)  and  his  body  to  be  buried 
in  the  parish  church  of  AU-Sainls,  of  Pontefract. 

December  24,  1446,  John  Thomlynson,  of 
Pontefract,  made  his  will,  (proved  Feb.  11,  1446,) 
giving  his  soul  (ut  supra,)  and  his  body  to  be 
buried  in  th^  parish  church  of  All-Saints,  of 
Pontefract. 

November  14,  1447,  Joanna,  wife  of  Tho. 
More,  of  Pontefract,  made  her  will,  (proved 
March  22,  1448,)  giving  her  soul  to  God  Al- 
mighty, and  her  body  to  be  buried  in  tbe 
church  of  All-Hallows,  of  Pontefract.. 

February  1,  14.52,  Richard  More,  of  Ponte- 
fract, made  his  will,  (proved  March  8,  1452,) 
giving  his  soul  to  God  Almighty,  St.  Mary  and 
All-Saints,  and  his  body  to  buried  in  the  parisli 
church  of  All-Saints,  of  Pontefract. 

May  3,  1454.  William  Danby,  of  Pontefract, 
made  his  will,  (proved  Aug.  7,  1454,)  giving 
hiis  soul  (ut  supra,)  and  his  body  to  be  buried 
in  his  parish  church  of  All-Saints. 

Jan.  9,  1461,  Robert  Roper,  of  Pontefract, 
made  bis  will,  (proved  Jan.  14,  1461,)  giving 
his  soul  (ut  supra,)  and  his  body  to  be  buried 
in  the  parish  church  of  All-Saints,  of  Pontefract, 

June  8,  1462,  John  Medlay,  of  Pontefract, 
made  his  will,  (proved  Aug.  14,  1462.)  giving 
his  soul  (ut  supra,)  and  his  body  to  be  buried 
in  the  church  of  All-Saints,  Pontefract. 

John  B^Ine,  of  Pontefract,   made  his  willi 
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(proved  May  8,  1464,)  giving  bis  soul  to  God 
Almighty,  St.  Mary  ^nd  All-Saints,  and  his 
body  to  be  buried  in  the  parish  church  of  All- 
Saints,  Pontefract. 

July  24,  1471,  John  Swillington,  of  Ponte- 
fract,  made  his  will,  (proved  Sep.  5,  1471,)  giv- 
ing his  soul  (ut  supra,)  and  his  body  to  be 
baried  in  the  church  of  All-Saints,  Pontefract. 

May  20,  1482,  Tho.  Challoner,  vicar  of  All- 
Saints,  Pontefract,  made  bis  will  (proved  July 
29,  1482,)  giving  his  soul  (ut  supra,)  and  his 
body  to  be  buried  in  the  chancel  of  the  said 
church. 

May    29,    1489,     Tho.    Harryson,    M.    A. 
vicar  of  the  church  of  All-Saints,  Pontefract,  made  ^ 
his  will,  (proved  June  6,  1489,)  giving  his  soul 
(ui  supra,)  and  his  body  to  be  buried  according 
to  the  custom. 

July  15,  1407,  Roger  Hartop,  of  Pontefract, 
made  his  will,  (proved  June  38,  I499«)  giving 
his  soul  to  God  Almighty,  St.  Mary  and  All- 
Saints,  and  his  body  to  be  buried  in  the  church 
of  All-Saints,  before  the  image  of  St.  Peter. 

Ult.  March.  1647,  Ric.  Thwaytes,  of  Pon- 
tefract, made  his  will,  (proved  July  21,  1.547,) 
giving  his  soul  to  God  Almighty,  St.  Mary 
and  All-Saints,  and  his  body  to  be  buried  iii 
the  church  of  All-Hallows,  in   Pontefract. 

July  18,  1548,  William  Arthyngton,  of 
Knottingley,  gent,  made  his  will,  (proved  May 
8,  1549,)  giving  his  soul  (ut  supra,)  and  his  bo- 
dy to  be  buried  in  the  high  quere,  before  his 
stall,  within  the  church  of  All-Hallows,  of  Pon-. 
tefiract. 

July  27,  1600,  Bridget  Eltofts,  of  Brother- 
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tbn>  gentlewoman,  made  ber  will,  (praved  FA. 
96,  1600,)  giving  her  soul  to  God  Almtgbty, 
h^r  Creator  and  Redeemer,  &c.  and  her  body  to 
be  buried  in  the  parish  church  of  All-HaHows, 
in  Pontefract. 

March  4,  1600.  Leonard  Healaigbe,  of  Pon- 
tefract, gent,  made  his  wiJl,  (proved  April  30, 
1601,)  giving  his  soul  to  God  Almighty  his 
Creator,  and  to  Jesus  Christ  his  Redeemer,  and 
hi«i  body  to  be  buried  in  the  parish  church  of 
Pontefract,  nigh  his  wife. 

January  15.  1 606,  Henry  Kaye^  of  Knot* 
tingley,  gent,  made  his  will,  (proved  April  91, 
1607,)  giving  his  so\i\  to  God  Almighty,  and 
kis  body  to  be*  buried  in  the  parish  church  of 
]Vintefract« 

September  7,  1613,  Christopher  Sands,  of 
Pontefract,  gent,  made  his  will,  (f>roved  Dec. 
lt«  1615,)  giving  bis  soul  (ut  supra,)  and  his 
Vody  to  be  buried  in  tbe  pori^  church  of  Pon^ 
ttfract.  ' 
^  January  8,  1616,  William  Stables,  of  Pontes 
fract,  nmde  his  will,  (proved  May  8,  1617,)  giv- 
ing his  soul  to  God  Almighty,  his  Crealor  and 
Redeemer,  and  his  body  to  be  buried  kt  the 
parish  churchyard  of  All*Hallows,  in  Pontefir&cC. 

January  16,  1618,  John  Frank  of  Ponte- 
fract, alderman,  made  his  wiB,  (proved  July  fi, 
ld22))  giving  his  soul  (nt  supra,)  and  his  body 
to  be  buried  in  the  parish  church  of  AB-Hai* 
lows,  Pontefi-act. 

1619.  William  Holgate,  of  Pontefract,  gent, 
made  his  will;  (proved  May  4,  16*0,)  giving 
his  soul  (nt  supra,)  and  his  body  to  be  buried 
in  the  parish  church  of  AH-Hallo^s,  in  Ptote- 
fracty  near  his  father.  * 
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May  9»  1620,  Richard  Twaites»  of  Pontefract, 
gent,  made  his  will,  (proved  June  15,  I620,) 
giving  his  soul  to  God  Ahnighty,  and  hoping 
through  Jet;us  Ciirist  to  be  saved,  and  his  body 
to  be  buried  in  the  parish  church  of  All-Hal** 
lows,   in   Pontefract. 

December  19,  lfi2l,  Allen  Aire,  of  Ponte* 
fract,  gent,  made  his  will,  (proved  May  9,  1622,) 
giving  hi$  soul  (ut  supra,)  and  his  body  to  be 
buried  in  the  parish  church  of  AUSaiats,  ia 
Pontefract. 

January  17,  1626,  Henry  Franke,  of  Pon» 
tefract,  made  his  will,  (proved  April  J3,  1627,) 
giving  his  soul  (ut  supra,)  Ad  his.  body  to  be 
buried  in  the  south  alley  of  Hhe  church  of  All- 
Hallows,   in  Pontefract,  near  liis  sister  Twaites. 

July  27,  1627,  Administration  of  the  goods 
%{  Tho.  Pulleyn,  late  vicar  of  Pontefract,  de« 
ceased>  was  granted  to  Francis  Pulleyn,  his  soo«. 

April  18,  1638,  John  Grymesditch,  of  New- 
hall,  Esq.  made  his  will,  (proved  )  givingi 
his  soul  (ut  supra,)  and  bis  body  to  be  buried 
iu  the  parish  church  of  Pontefract,  neajr  biff 
&ther.  . 

December  12,  1672,  John  Ayscough,  of  Pon- 
tefract, gent,  made  his  will,  (proved  Oct.  8, 
1679o  giving  h's  8^"1  t^  ^^d  Almighty,  hia 
Creator  and  Redeemer,  and  his  body  to  be 
buried  in  the  parish  church  of  Pontefract. 

4$?.   Clement's  Chapel,  within  the  Castle. 

This  chapel  was  built  by  Ilbert  de  Lacy, 
in  the  reigu  of  William  Rufus,  and  was  doubt- 
less designed  as  a  place  of  worship  for  himself 
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and  his  attendants,  including  those  who  dwelt 
in  ^  thie  park  and  St.  Nicholas'  hospital  *,  It 
appears  from  the  foundation  which  still  remains, 
to  have  been  on  a  small  scale,  and  not  capable 
of  containing  more  than  three  hundred  people. 
Situated  close  to  Constable  Tower,  and  extend- 
ing towards  the  King's  Tower,  it  was  securely 
protected  from  the  hostile  attacks  of  an  enemy. 

This  chapel  was  amply  endowed  by  its 
founder*  He  gave  two  parts  of  the  tithes  of 
the  demesne  lands  of  Camaselle  f,  Kodewell  J, 
Barwica§,  I'arlington,  Chipsey  cum  Arleton, 
and  Ledston,  for  which  the  said  church  had 
one  mill  in  NewsoAe. 

Also  the  tithes  df  his  demesnes  in  Octon  |,  and 
Wolmersley;  Chamsale  and  Emesale,  in  Linsey, 
Lincolnshire.  Also  in  Cherisbery,  and  Frisbery, 
in  the  county  of  Nottingham ;  and  in  Hickleton, 
Stainton,  and  Lusham,  in  the  county  of  Oxford. 

Also  the  tithes  of  his  own  herds,  and  of 
his  fishery  of  Knottingley,  together  with  five 
oxgangs  of  land  there.  Also  the  tithes  of  ap- 
ples in  Rodewell,  Cherwist,  and  Went  if,  and 
of  one  mill  in  Burgo**. 

Robert  de  Lacy  gave  in  Knottingley  the 
siixth  part  of  an  oxgang  of  land,  in  lieu  of 
which,  he  afterwards  gave  two  parts  of  the  tithes 
of  Norton,  great  Emsal^,  and  Hemelswurd. 

•  In  the  certificafe  or  colleges,  first  of  Edward  VL  it  li 
•aid  that  in  St.  Nicholas'  hospital  was  made  all  their  offerings 
and  privy  tithes  to  the  dean. 

t  Campsall.       *  Roth  well,.       §  Barwick,  in  Elmet. 

n  Houghton,  now  called  Glass-Houghton. 

f  Probably  the  village  now  called  Wentbridge* 

**  Now  called  Burghwallis. 
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He  also  gave  two  oxgangs  of  land  in  Feria, 
(or  Ferrybridge;)  and  Roger  Pictavus  gave  two 
parts  of  the  tithe  of  grain  in  Altofts.  Ilbert 
de  Ramosvilla  gave  two  parts  of  the  tithes  of 
grain,  of  his  own  land,   in  Chamsala. 

Ernulphus  gave  also  two  parts  of  the  tithe 
of  grain  in  Prestona,  (or  Purston  Jaglin;)  and 
the  same  in  Rovedena. 

Gilbert,  the  son  of  Dama,  gave  two  parts  of 
the  tithe  of  grain  in  Stapiltona,  and  Rodulphus, 
the  same  in  Thorpe-Audlin,  and  the  tithe  oif 
the  mill   there.  *^l 

RadulphuS,  the  son  of  Edelina  de  Stubs,  near 
£necelam,  gave  two  parts  of  the  tithe  of  grain; 
and  one  Chemi  the  same  out  of  his  demesne. 

Henry  de  Lacy  gave  one  half  of  the  tithe 
of  Scelbroke. 

William  Pictavus  gave  two  parts  of  the  tithe 
of  grain  in  Scaliella. 

Ansgotus  Ruffus  gave  the  same  in  Hanpole, 
and  Girardus  de  Ramosvilla  gave  the  half  part 
of  his  own  tithe  in  Smeadetona;  and  Gerbadus 
two  parts  of  the  tithe  of  one  carucate  in  Fry- 
stona. 

Umfrid  de  Villeio  also  gave  two  parts  of 
the  tithe  of  the  corn  in  Snetela,  and  Newtonia*. 

Robert  de  Somerville  gave  the  third  part  of 
one  carucate  of  land  in  Seacroftf. 

*  The  villages  oi  Smithals  and  Newton. 

t  It  appears  from  these  grants  that  the  proprietors  of  land 
considered  tithes  as  personal  property,  and  gave  them  in  what 
proportion  '  and  to  what  place  they  thought  proper.  At  this 
period  it  is  evident  parish  churches  only  received  such  tithes  > 
as  were  freely  granted^  and  had  no  claim  to  any  portion  of 
tithes  arising  from  other  lands  within  the  parish.  In  process 
^  time  the  church  extended  her  claims^  and  by  degrees  siic- 

A  a  a  * 
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Hiis  chapel  was  coltegmte  and  ttee*^  and 
governed  hy  a  dean.  It  is  said  to  have  bad 
three  prebends.  In  the  charter  of  Ilbert,  the 
son  of  Kobert  de  Lacy,  two  persons  are  only 
mentioned,  Jtanulphos  Grammaticus  and  God- 
fridus,  the  presbiter ;  and  in  the  rental  no  prebend 
is  mentioned,  bnt  that  of  the  son  of  Theobald 
de  Luce.  This  chapel  was  given  by  the  founder 
to  the  priory. 

Ai  the  dtsolution  of  the  priory,  an  inrentory 
was  taken  of  the  goods,  ornaments  and  plate, 
belonging  to  this  chapel.  The  goods  were  va- 
lued at  two  pounds  eight  sbtlltngs  and  tenpence; 
and  the  plate  used  in  oetebrating  divine  service, 
at  four  pounds  fourteen  shillings  and  eightpeoee. 

The  rental  of  the  deanry  is  stated  to  have 
been  twenty-two  pounds  twelve  shillings  and  seven- 
pence  f.  A  part  of  the  tithes  which  belonged 
to  the  deanry,  within  the  parish  of  Pontcfract, 
are  now  in  the  possession  of  fiacon  Frank,  Esq. 
and  covered  by  a  modus. 

This  chapel,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  was  in 
such  a  delapidated  state  tliat  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  rebuild  it.  Queen  Elizabeth  had  the 
honour  of  this  woric.  She  completely  rebuilt  it, 
but  snfiered  it  to  retain  the  name  given  at  its 
dedication. 

ceeded  in  obtaining  the  tithes  of  the  whole  parish.  Without 
any  positive  law,  usage  has  /oundcd  a  rights  on  which  the 
incumbent  oi*  every  parish  now  demands  his  tenths. 

•  Free  cliapels  were  places  of  reKgious  worship  exempt 
from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ordinary.  They  were  mostly  built 
upon  the  manors  and  ancient  demesnes  of  the  crown,  whilst 
in  tlic  hands  of  the  king,  for  the  use  of  himself  and  retinue, 
wlien  he  came  to  reside  there.  When  the  crown  parted  with 
these  estates  the  chapels  went  along  with  them»  and  retain^ 
their  first  freedom.  » 

t  Certificate  in  the  Augmentation  office. 
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At  the  suiTender  of  the  castle,  this  diapel 
suffered  the  same  fate  with  that  fortress,  and 
nothing  now  remaiois  but  the  foundation. 

A  Catabgue  qf  the  Deans  of  this  Chapel. 

TEMP.  D£CANI    CAPgLLE. 

142,  Dns  Tho.  Wj^kersley. 

142.  M.  John  de  Wayneflete. 

143.  M.  Job*  Thorneton. 

144.  M,  Joh.  Lathom. 

15.,        lac.  Thwaytes,   (obiit  Oct.   1545.) 

As  the  dennry  of  PontefracC  forms  one  of 
the  ecclesiastical  divisions  of  the  county,  it 
is  deemed  necessary  to  give  the  follovring  list 
of  the  churches  included  within  it^. 

The  Names  qf  the  Parishes  and  Chapebies  tvilhin 
JPofUqfract  Deanry^ 

Ackworth,  Cumberworth  Chap. 

Adlingfleet,  Castleford, 

Almondbury,  Calverley, 

Armin  Chapelry,  Crofton, 

Batley,  Coley   Chap. 

Birstall,  Crostone  Chap. 

Bradford^  Chapelthorp  Chap. 

Briars  Chapelry,  Carlton  Chap. 

Cleckheaton  Chap.  Darrington, 

*  Visitations  are  held  annually  within  each  deanry  in  the 
county;  and  at  these  visitations  the  clergy  witliin  the  division 
are  bound  to  attend.  These  visitations  were  formeri^  held 
here,  but«  to  suit  tiie  cQttveaiencd  of  the  clergy,  ate  now  held 
at  Wakefield. 
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Dewsbury, 
East  Ardsley, 
Emley, 
Elland  Chap. 
Featherston, 
Flockton  Chap. 
Ferry-Fryston, 
Goole  Chap. 
Honley  Chap. 
Haworth  Chap. 
Hartishead'  Chap. 
Huddersfield^ 
Halifax, 

Holy  Trinity,  Halifax, 
Heptonstali  Chap. 
Holmfirtb  Chap. 
Hooke  Chap. 
Horbury  Chap. 
Idle  Chap. 
Illingworth  Chap. 
Kirkburton, 
Kirkheaton, 
Kellington, 
Knottingley  Chap. 
LightclifFe  Chap. 
Luddenden  Chap. 
Longwood  Chap. 
Marsden  Chap. 
Meltham  Chap. 


Morley  Chap. 

Methley, 

Mirfield, 

Normanton, 

Osset  Chap. 

Pudsey  Chap. 

Pontefract, 

Rastrick  Chap. 

Kippondea  Chap. 

Rothwell, 

Roecliffe  Chap. 

Scanrniondea  Chap^ 

Slaithwaiie  Chap. 

Sowerby-Bridge  Chap. 

Sowerby  Chap. 

Sandal  Magna. 

Snaitb, 

Swinfleet  Chap. 

Tong  Chap. 

Thornhill, 

Thornton  Chap. 

Wibsey  Chap. 

Womersley, 

Warmfield, 

Wragby^ 

Woodkirk, 

Wakefield, 

St.  John's,  Wakefield, 

Whitgift. 


The  Church  of  St.  Giles, 

This  church  is  mentioned  as  early  as  the 
time  of  Henry  I.  in  the  charter  of  Hugh  Dela- 
val;    and   from    circumstances    noticed    in   the 
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charter,  it  must  have  been  built  some  time  befoi*e. 
A  part  of  it  is  said  to  have  belonged  to  the 
canons  of  St.  Oswald,  but  he,  by  the  hand  of 
Archbishop  Thurston,  deprived  the  canons  of 
their  part,  and  gave  the  whole  to  the  priory  of 
St.  John  here. 

It  is  singular  that  the  name  gi\'en  to  this 
church  in  the  above  mentioned  charter,  is  that 
of  St.  Mary.  The  same  name  is  given  to  it 
in  the  will  of  William  Hagwyk,  as  late  as  the 
beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century.  As  there 
was  a  chantry  to  ^the  blessed  virgin,  is  this  the 
reason  why  it  is  called  by  her  name^  Or  is 
this  the  original  name,  and  tliat  of  St.  Giles 
only  given  to  it,  because  situated  near  the 
ground  where  the  annual  fair  was  kept  on  St« 
Giles'  day? 

Leiand  informs  us  that  it  was  called  St.  Leo- 
nard's  *  in  the  frith,  or  wood;  from  which  it  may 
be  inferred  that  at  the  time  of  its  erection,  the 
town  lay  around  the  church  of  All-Saints.  This 
must  have  been  long  anterior  to  the  time  of 
Leiand^  as  he  informs  us  that  the  fairest  part 
of  the  town  was  here.  In  Delaval's  charter  it 
is  called  St.  Mary  de  foro ;  from  which  it  fol- 
lows, that  the  markets  and  fairs  were  then  held 
there. 

This  church  appears  to  have  been  originally 
of  very  small  dimensions.  It  has  been  enlarged 
both  in  breadth  and  length.  The  south  ile  as 
well  as  the  present  chancel,  seem  to  have  been 
added  to '  the  original  structul-e.  The  length  of 
the  church,  from  east  to  west,  is  forty-two  yards 

*  As  no  other  writer  has  mentioned  Ihis  name>  it  b  pro* 
kbljT  an  error,  and  ought  to  have  been  SU  Mark's* 
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and  three  quarters;  and  the  breadth^  from  north 
lo  south)  is  eighteen  yards  and  two  feet.  The 
old  steeple  was  about  seven  yards  square,  aud 
thirty-six  yards  high   to    the  top  of  the  spire. 

After  the  siege  the  rained  condition  of  the 
parish  church  of  All-Saints,  rendered  it  nece&sary 
to  perform  divine  service  in  this  of  St.  Giles; 
and  from  that  period  this  church  has  undergone 
various  alterations  and  improvements.  It  had 
only  a  small  broach  steeple  without  any  beiis, 
previous  to  the  year  1707.  At  that  period  Sir 
Tho.  Bland,  of  Ktppax  Park,  the  member  for 
this  borough,  gratified  his  constituents  by  build* 
ing,  at  his  own  expence  *»  the  steqple,  which 
on  account  of  its  shattered  state,  was  lately 
pulled  down  and  the  present  erected. 

This  church  is  now  in  excellent  repair>  and 
its  interior  yields  to  few  in  neatness.  The 
chancel  has  been  lately  ornamented  with  a  fine 
]»ainting  by  John  Standish,  a  native  of  the 
town,  and  a  self  taught  artist  of  eminent  merit 
The  subject  is  the  crucifixion;  and  as  far  as 
the  pencil  can  realize  the  awful  scene»  it  is 
here  realized.  The  attitude  of  the  Saviour,  when 
lie  had  yielded  up  the  ghost,  is  finely  conceived 
and  well  expressed.  The  groop  of  pious  women, 
who  stand  around  the  cross,  among  whom  Mary, 
our  Ldr4's  mother,  is  distinguished  by  her  looks, 
and  the  poignancy  of  her  sorrow,  adds  consi- 
derably  to  the  effect,  and  the  whole  lives  ou 
the  canvas. 

With  all  the  improvements  this  church  has 
received,  it  cannot  bear  a  comparison  with  what 
the  mother  church  of  All-Saints  once  was.  Con- 
•  It  cost  him  one  hH&(ted  pounds. 
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tracted  in  its  dimensions,  and  built  without  re- 
gard to  any  order  of  architecture,  it  bears, 
the  steeple  excepted,  a  strong  resemblance  to 
wliat  a  modem  reverend  author,  in  the  abundance 
of  his  charity,  calls  a  conventicle.  The  artist, 
or  the  man.  of  taste,  will  find  none  of  those  sub- 
lime and  awful  impressions  while  contemplating 
this  church,  which  he  cannot  fail  to  experience 
while  beholding  even  the  ruins  of  that  of  AHSaintsu 

The  ordination  of  the  vicarage  has  been  no- 
ticed; and  a  list  of  the  vicars  down  to  the 
restoration  of  Charles  II.  has  been  given.  Cir- 
cumstances which  have  occurred  since  that  period^ 
and  which  more  properly  regard  this  than  the 
mother  church,   are  now  to  be  detailed. 

The  church  of  All-Saints  being  deserted  as 
a  place  of  worship,  and  only  used  as  a  part  of 
the  burying  ground,  and  this  of  St.  Giles  being 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  parish,  was  gene^* 
rally  considered  as  a  parish  church,  and  as  en- 
joying all  the  rights  of  one.  It  had  been  usual 
for  the  ditTerent  townships,  within  the  parish,  to 
contribute  a  proportionate  sum  annually,  as  a 
church  assessment.  Owing  to  some  extraordinary 
expaioes,  the  towasbip  of  Knottingley  refused 
to  pay  this  assessment,  and  a  suit  commenced 
between  that  township  and  Pontefract  After 
considerable  sums  of  money  had  been  spent  by 
both  parties,  and  much  ill  will  excited,  it  waa 
found  that  the  assessment  in  dispute,  though 
purporting  on  the  face  of  it  to  be  for  repairing 
the  parish  church,  was  actually  applied  to  re- 
pair that  of  St.  Giles;  but  as  such  application 
oould  DOt  be  supported  by  law,  the  contend- 
ing  parties  entered  into  an  agreement,  in  wbicfa 
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it  was  Stipulated  that  the  township  of  Knot- 
tingley  should  for  ever  hereafter  pay  the  sum 
of  twelve  pounds  annually,  to  the  churchwardens 
of  Pontefract,  and  that  this  sum  should  never 
be   increased. 

This  trial  discovered  to  thd  partsii  its  humi- 
liating condition.  Its  parish  church  was  in  ruins, 
and  never  likely  to  be  restored.  It  had  a  church, 
but  it  was  not  the  parish  church;  and  could 
not  enjoy  the  same  sanctity,  rights  and  privi- 
vileges.  The  parishioners  could  not  be  compelled 
to  pay  the  assessment  for  the  repairs  and  sup- 
port of  the  church.  It  was  happy  for  the 
parishioners  that  the  parliament  possesses  that 
plenitude  of  power,  that  it  can,  by  its  sole  act, 
consecrate  or  desecrate;  can  raise  a  church  from 
a  state  of  insignificance  and  dependence,  to  the 
privilege  and  honour  of  being  the  head  of  a 
parish.  To  this  power  application  was  made, 
and  the  poor  despised  church  of  St,  Giles*  in 
the  wood,  was  by  act  of  parliament,  the  29th 
George  III,  constituted  the  parish  church  of 
Pontefract. 

The  uncertainty  of  the  law  has  become  pro- 
verbial, but  in  no  case  is  the  uncertainty  *  of  it 
more  apparent  than  in  respect  to  tithes.  As 
the  right  to  tithes  is  founded  on  usage  and 
prescription,  which  are  in  some  things  contra- 
dictory, in  others  obscure,  and  in  many  uncer- 
tain, hence  have  arisen  those  feuds  and  litiga- 
tions respecting  tithes  between  a  parish  and  the 
incumbent,  which  often  continue  for  years,  and 
at  last  are  terminated  without  satisfaction  to 
either  party.  When  the  usage  is  best  established, 
the  desire  of  the  incumbent,  on  the  one  part» 
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and  a  spirit  of  resistance^  on  the  otber^  which 
the  parish  displays,  produce  the  same  unhappy 
effects.  In  some  cases  rather  than  enter  into 
a  contest  the  parish  submits,  and  thus  new 
customs  and  usages  arise  and  become  established. 

The  above  reflections  naturally  arise,  on 
considering  the  claims  which  have  been  made 
by  successive  vicars  of  this  parish. 

la  a  statement  given  in  at  the  visitation  by 
the  most  reverend  Father  in  God  John,  by  di- 
vine providence.  Lord  Archbishop  of  York,  and 
Primate  of  England  and  Metropolitan,  Oct.  10, 
1684,  the  churchwardens  of  this  parish  describe 
the  property  of  th^j  vicar,  and  the  dues  which  he 
had  a  right  to  claim,  in  the  following  manner. 

"  Our  present  vicar,  Mr.  Francis  Drake, 
hath  a  good  convenient  Vicarage,  with  gardens 
and  orchards  at  the  back  of  it.  Also  one  acre 
close,  more  or  less  according  to  our  estimation, 
called  the  vicarage  close.  Also  an  house  ad* 
joining  the  chapel  of  St.  Giles,  and  fronting 
the  cross.  Also  a  stable  fronting  the  chancel 
door." 

**  As  oblations  twopence  a  communicant,  and 
all  above  sixteen  years  old.  Our  vicar  hath 
twopence  for  every  pound  wage  a  servant  hath^ 
and  for  a 

Messuage,  3d.  Pigeons,  every  tenth, 

s.  Cottage,  2^.  Dove  manure,  every  tenth 
Garden,   Id.  met. 

Reek,  ob.  Plow,  6d. 

BeeS)  inkind  or  con)p.  Wool,   in  kind, 

Foles,   6d.  Lambs,  in  kind, 

Cows^  Id.  eacby  Ducks,  in  kind, 

B  b  b  * 
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Calves,  ob.  Orchards,  in   kind, 

Pigs,  in  kind.  Licorice,  in  kind  if  not 

Line,  in  kind,  compounded  with  du- 

Rape,  in  kind^  ring  his  time, 

HenSj  3d.  Hemp,  in  kind. 

Sui'plice  Fees. 

BURIALS.  MARRIAGES. 

The  Cross  He,   Qs.  8d.    With     bans     published, 
The  Chancel,   10^.  2s.  6rf. 

In.  the  Churchyard,  9^/.    With  Licence,  5s. 
Body  of  the  church,  2^.6</.  Churchings    of  Women, 
All   Mortuaries  accord-      their  offerings." 
ing  to  statute. 

**  Twenty  shillings  per  annum  for  preaching 
two  sermons  on  Mayday  and  All-Samts,  ac- 
cording to  the  will   of  Mr.  Robert   Moore." 

"  He  doth  and  may  receive  all  other  tithes, 
dues  and  oblations,  as  licorice,  rape,  &c,  in 
kind,  or  if  he  please  compound  during  his  time, 
except  hay  and  corn  only.'* 

Signed  by 
Matthew  Sefton^  Ferry-  F.  Drake,  Vicar, 

bridge,  Sam.  Willan,^ 

Thomas   Jackson,  Tho,Taylor,f  ^j^^^^^^^^^ 

John  Lee,  Jar.  Shillito,  f 

Roger  Jesop,  Knotting.  Jam.  Hurst, ) 

In  the  statements  given  in  by  the  diurch* 
wardens,  at  the  visitations  of  the  primate,  from 
the  above  date  down  to  a  late  period,  there  is 
observable  a  variation  and  a  gradual  increase  in 
the  claims  of  the  vicars.  By  a  claim  delivered 
to  the  parish,  dated  vestry  April  26,  1796,  ibe 
present  vicar  claimed  the  following  dues. 
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For  every  messuage,  6rf.  Gardens,  per  acre  10^. 
For  each  person  above  NuFsery  and  seed  ground, 

sixteen  years  old,  8rf.       per  acre  10^. 
For  each  pouud  in  ser-  Cabbages,     for     feeding 

vants'  wages,   2rf.  cattle,  per  acre  7^*  6d. 

For  each  pigeon  cote,  6s.  Rapes,    each    pound    in 

7^.  6rf.  or  lOy.  accord-      price,  I.?.  6rf. 

ing  to  value.  Do.  when  eaten,  p.  acreS^. 

For  each  cow,  dd.  Hempandline,peracre5T. 

Eor  each  calf,  Id.  Potatoes,  per  acre  6s. 

For  each  litter  of  pigs.  Clover  Seed  and  wood,each 

Qf.  6rf.  pound  in  price,  Is.  6d. 

For  each  foal,   l^^.  Turnipsaccordingtovalue 

For  each  turkey,   Irf.  or  per  acre  3^. 

Goose,  Id.  For  each  Lamb,  6d. 

Duck,  Irf.  Foreachfleeceofwool,2rf. 

For  each  plow,  6rf.  For  each  acre  of  pasture, 

Orchards     \s.     in     the      allowing  for  the  suste- 

pound,  price  or  value,       nance     of     profitable 
Licorice  1^.  in  the  pound,      stock.  3s. 
price  or  value^ 

On  presenting  the  above  statement  a  consi-* 
derable  degree  of  irritation  was  excited.  It  was 
obvious  that  some  of  the  dues  claimed  were 
wholly  unsupported  by  previous  usage  and  cus^ 
torn,  such  as  agistment  tithe,  clover  seed,  nur- 
sery and  seed  ground;  and  that  others  were 
considerably  augmented,  as  houses,  closes,  gar^ 
dens  and  turnips.  It  is  not  surprising  that  the 
parishioners  should  feel  inclined  to  resist  such 
claims;  but  considering  the  expence  and  uncer- 
tainty of  litigations  of  this  nature,  the  leading 
gentlemen  deemed  it  most  prudent  to  adopt 
conciliatory  measures;  and  finally  to  determine 
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all  disputes,  it  was  agreed  to  obtain  lui  act  of 
parliament,  by  which  the  claims  of  the  rectory, 
deanry  and  vicarage  should  be  regulated  in  fu- 
ture. Accordingly  the  different  parties  agreed 
to  receive  certain  sums  of  money  in  lieu  of 
their  respective  claims;  which  sums  are  always  to 
be  regulated  by  the  average  price  of  corn  for 
the  last  seven  years^  as  will  appear  by  the  follow* 
ing  extract  from  the  act,  entitled 

An  Act  for  Dividingy  Allotting^  and  Inclosing 
certain  Open  and  intermixed  Lands  and  Grounds, 
zvitbbi  the  Township  (f  Pontefract,  in  the  West 
Riding  qf  the  County  of  York,  and  making  Com- 
pensation  for  the  Great  Tithes  cf  the  said 
Lands  and  other  Lands  in  the  Toztnships  of 
Pontefract,  Tanshelf  and  Carleton,  within  the 
Parish  of  Pontefract^  and  also  for  the  Vicarial 
tithes  qf  the  said  Parish. 

''  It  was  enacted  that  the  tithes  of  corn, 
grain,  and  hay,  and  tithes  of  every  denomi- 
nation whatsoever,  moduses  or  other  pay- 
mqnts  in  lieu  of  tithes,  arising  within  the  town- 
ships of  Pontefract,  Tanbhelf,  and  Carjeton, 
due  and  payable  to  Lord  Harewood,  should 
cease  and  be  for  ever  extinguished,  and  that  in 
lieu  thereof  there  should  be  paid  to  him,  in 
the  nature  of  corn  rents^  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  per  annum;  also  that  the 
tithes  of  corn  and  grain,  and  tithes  of  every 
denomination  whatsoever,  belonging  to  Lord 
Harewood  and  Bacon  Frank,  Esq.  arising  from 
and  within  a  certain  disputed  district  of  land, 
should  also  cease  and  be  for  "ever  extinguished. 
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and  that  in  iieu  thereof  there  should  be  paid 
such  yearly  sum  of  money  per  acre,  in  the  na^ 
ture  of  corn  rents,  as  should  be  equal  upon  an 
average  to  the  other  rents  payable  to  the  said 
Lord  Harewood  in  lieu  of  tithes  within  the  said 
Townships  of  Pontefract  and  Tanshelf,  and  that 
for    the   purpose   of  ascertaining    such   sums   of 
money  or   corn  rents>  the  commissioners  should 
value  all  lands  and    grounds   within   the  town- 
ships of  Pontefract,  Tanshelf,  and  Carleton^  and 
by    their    award    declare    what    proportion    the 
lands  and  grounds  within  each  of  the  said  town- 
ships .  of    Pontefract,    Tansbelf,    aqd    Carleton^ 
should  raise  and  pay  in  a  gross  sum  ^  and  then 
rate  such  lands  and  grounds   according  to  the 
proportion   of  the  said  annual  sums  which  the 
township   whei*ein  such  lands    and    grounds  are 
situate  should    be   declared  to    raise    and  pay; 
and    should  in  their  ssud    award  ascertain    and 
set  ^  forth  wliat  quantity  of  wheat  would  amount 
and  be  equal  to  the  said  yearly  sums  distinguish- 
ing the  quantity  of  such  wheat  payable  by  each 
township ',  and  then  apportion,  settle,  and  ascer- 
tain the    respective  annual  sums  of   money   or 
corn  rents  at  the  rate  per  acre,  which  each  and 
every    proprietor  of  lands  and    grounds    should 
or  ought,  upon  such   valuation,  to   be  charged 
and  chargeable  with:    And  that  an  annual  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  seventy   pounds,  free  fnom 
all  taxes  and   deductions  whatsoever,  should  be 
assessed  and  raised  in  like  manner,   and  paid  to 
the  vicar  of  the  said  parish  for  the  time  being, 
in  lieu  of  and   as  a  full   compensation  for   the 
vicarial  or   small  tithes,  of  every   denomination, 
belonging   to  the   vicar,    and    Easter   olTerings; 
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and  that  the  said  commissioners  should  make  a 
valuation  of  all  houses  and  lands  in  Pontefract, 
Tanshelf,  Carleton,  Knottingley,  East  Hardwick, 
Spittle  Hardwick,  and  Monkhill,  and  in  such 
part  of  Ferrybridge  as  lies  within  the  said  parish 
of  Pontefract,  and  should  apportion,  settle,  ascer- 
tain, and  assess  the  respective  annual  sums  of 
money  which  each  owner  and  proprietor  of  such 
houses,  and  lands  ought  to  be  charged  with,  and 
should  then  ascertain  and  f^eclare  what  quantity 
of  wheat  should  be  equivalent  to  the  proportion 
of  the  said  annual  sum  which  each  respective 
owner  and  proprietor  of  houses  and  lands  should 
by  such  award  be  assessed  to  pay,  in  lieu  and 
full  satisfaction  and.  compensation  of  all  vicarial 
or  small  tithes,  and  Easter  offerings  thereby  ex- 
tinguished." 

According  to  the  purport  and  intention  of 
the  above  act  commissioners  were  appointed, 
a  valuation  of  the  parish  was  made,  and  the 
following  award  rendered  final; 

The  commissioners,  on  inquiry,  found  that 
the  average  price  of  wheatj  for  the  fourteen 
years  preceding  the  passing  of  this  act,  was  six 
shillings  and  three  halfpence  per  bushel,  and 
that  AQObiis.  Ip.  5\qts.  would  be  equal  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  the  sum  to  be  paid 
to  Lord  Harewood,  in  lien  of  his  rectorial  tithes, 
which  they  proportioned  amongst  the  several 
townships  in  the  parish   as  follows. 

Bus.  p.     qt$.  <£•      «•      <f. 

Pontefract,     -      -    203  0     H    or    62     2    4 
Monkhill,       -      -  3    6i    ov  ^9 
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Btu.    p. 

qli. 

£.     s.     d. 

Tanshelf, 

-      -    76    2 

6 

or    23     9    0 

Carleton, 

-      -    209  3 

1 

or    64    3    0 

490  1     5j       ^150     0     0 

They  also  settled  that  the  said  disputed  dis- 
trict should  raise  eighty  three  bushels  and  seven 
quarts,  equal  in  value,  at  the  rate  aforesaid,  to 
twenty-five  pounds  eight  shillings  and  ninepence, 
which  they  awarded  as  follows. 

Bus,  p.  qis. 

To   Lord  Harewood,     71  3  1* 
To  Bac6n  Frank,   Esq,  11  1  5i 

83  0  7 


£. 

t.  d. 

or 

21 

19  0 

or 

3 

9  9 

£'^5  8  9 

These  commissioners  also  awarded  that  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-three  bushels  one  peck 
and  three  pints  of  wheat  would  be  equal  to 
two  hundred  and  seventy  pounds,  the  sum 
agreed  to  be  paid  to  the  vicar,  in  lieu  of  his 
vicarial  tithes  and  JSaster  offerings,  whicl)  they 
spread  over  all  the  houses  and  lands  in  the  pa- 
ri^, each  township  bearing  the  following  pro- 
portions, 

^itf.    jr. 

Pontefract,   -      -  401  0 

Tanshelf,      -      -  79  1 

Carleton,      -      -  \60 .0 

Knottinghy,       -  ^86^3 

Eas*  Har*vick,  -  51  2 

Spittle  Hard  wide,  33  0 
Part  of  Ferybridge,    17  I 

Monkeill,  .  -      -        3  3  

•  873  l"  2*        £^70    0    0 


qU. 

£.    t. 

d. 

74 

or. 

124  10 

11 

21 

or 

24     9 

2 

4i 

or 

30  17 

6 

Si 

or 

57  12 

2 

4 

or 

15  18 

2 

0 

or 

10     1 

9 

21 

or 

4     6 

10 

2« 

or 

1     3 

6 
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A  Lisl  of  Vicars  shice  the  Restoration^ 

Temp.  Jnstit.                        Vicarii.  Patrooi.  Vaat. 

12  Junii,  1661.  Sam.  Drake,  CI.  Rex.C.  2.  p.mort 

22  Jan.  1673.  Francis  Drake,  A.  M.  Idem.  p.mort 

19  Oct.  1719.  John  Drake.  S.  T.  B.  Rex.  G.  1.  p.  moit. 

6  Dec,  1742.  Timolhy  Lee,  A.  M,  Rex.  G.  2.  p.recig. 

10  Jan.  1744.  John  Sturdy,  A,  B,  Rex.  G.  2.  p.  mat 

11  Julii,  1777.  Thomas  Heron.  Rex.  G.  S. 

Chantry y  or  Church  oj  St.  TTiomas. 

This  church  was  erected  on  the  yerj  spot 
where  the  Earl  of  Laocaster  was  beheaded. 
No  part  of  the  building  remains.  The  site  may 
yet  however  be  dtstingnished  in  the  close,  through 
which  a  footpath  leads  to  Frystone>  on  the  hiil 
which  siili  retains  the  aame  of  the  saint,  and 
which  will  most  probably  convey  it  down  to 
the  latest  posterity. 

Judging  from  the  site,  this  church  appears  to 
have  been  of  small  dimensions;  but  from  the 
oputeifice  of  the  family  to  whose  honour  it  was 
raised,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  etegance 
and  interior  decorations. 

The  chantry  was  founded  on  the  20th  of 
November,  1361.  in  memory  of  Thomas  Earl 
of  Lancaster,  who  had  been  a  considenMe  be- 
nefactor to  the  priory,  by  thct  archbishop  of 
York;  who  ordained  that  the  prior  add  coBvent 
should  find  a  secidar  chaplain  to  cdefarale  in 
tbc  chapel,  newly  erected  on  the  mouM  of 
Pontefract,  ev^y  day  for  the  soul  of  St.  l^hooMs, 
which  chaplain  should  in  future  be  presented  by 
the  said  religious,  a  month  after  the  first  notice 
of  any    vacation,    and    that  the    said   chafdain 


shoHld  hhve  hr  his  M))|K>rl  the  stun  bf  tone 
handfed  tshilliogs  per  ftnnmn,  paid  by  the  Mid 
prior  l]MMefly. 

Aiid  on  the  24th  May,  1373,  John  Atth- 
bii^op  of  York  bonfilmied  the  ordination  of  the 
chantry,  in  the  chapel  upon  the-  hiii^  agttitl^t 
Pontefract,  founded  by  Symon  Symeon,  by  con- 
sent of  the  priory  and  convent  of  Pontefract, 
&c.  which  said  Symon  appointed  this  perpetual 
chantry.  Consisting  of  one  monk  to  celebrate  in 
the  said  Chapel  upon  the  hill,  whereon  Thomas^ 
late  Earl  of  Lancaster,  was  beheiaded,  fo^ 
his  soul  and  the  souls  of  Elizabeth ,  bis  wifei 
and  of  John  and  Henry,  Dukes  of  Lancaster, 
which  should  be  called  the  chantry  of  Symon 
Symeon,  and  wherein  there  shall  be  one  monk 
of  the  said  priory,  assigned  by  the  prior  and 
convent,  to  celebrate  masses  and  divine  office^ 
in  the  same,  kc. 

Vot  whose  stistentatioti  he  gave  in  frank 
atmoigne,  to  the  said  priory  and  convent  all 
his  messuages,  tenements,  land  and  rents,  which 
he  had  in  the  town  of  Kothwell,  Viz.  onC  mes- 
suage and  tiventy-ibur  acres  of  land.  At\d  in 
Oultdn  one  messuage  and  tt^etity  acres  of  land. 

And  in  augmentation  thereunto,  John  Duke 
o(  Lancaster,  &c.  gave  five  messuages  and  sixteen 
oxgangs  of  land  in  Midelton,  juxta  Rothwell. 

All  ifrhich  was  likewise  confirmed  by  the 
chapter  of  York,  May  25,   1373. 

The  religious  (as  the  monks  were  called)  do 
^ot  appear  to  have  been  satisfied  with  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  secular  priest  to  celebrate  in  this 
chapel,  nor  with  the  ordination  which  im- 
posed <m  tfaem  the  sum  specified  for  his  sup- 
c  c  c  * 
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port.  On  the  12th  January,  1418,  a  new  ordi- 
nation was  made,  that  instead  of  a  secular  priest 
a  monk  of  the  said  monastery  should  be  placed 
here  to  celebrate,  and  who  should  only  receive 
the  sum  of  forty  shillings  per  annum  finom  the 
same  house'*'. 

4  Catalogue  of  the  Chantry  Priests. 

Temp.  laitit  CappellaDi  Canit  P^tnoni.        Vaot 

7  Dec.  1361.  Dns.  Job.  Ryther,  Cap.  P&CdeP.p.Rsig. 

1 3  Mar. !  867.  Dns.  Job.  Thorpard^,  Pr.  lidem. 

1  Mail,  1381.  Dns.  Tho.  Spellar  de  Acom  Cap.  lidem.  p.mort 
6  Julii,  1409.  Dns.  Will.  Sunning,  Pr.  lidem.      p.resig. 

16Maii,l412.  Dns.  Rob.  Killeston.  lidem. 

St.  Nicholas'  Hospital. 

This  hoipital  existed  before  the  conquest, 
but  by  whom  built  or  endowed  does  not  appearf. 

Robert  de  Lacy,  or,  as  he  is  also  called, 
Robert  de  Pontefract,  was  a  considerable  bene- 
factor to  the  hospital,  in  the  time  of  Henry  L 
and  has  by  some  writers  been  considered  the 
founder  of  it;  but  it  is  clear  that  it  was 
built  before  this  period,  as  the  Cluniac  monb, 
who  were  brought  here  in  the  preceeding  reign, 
resided  in  it  till  their  own  house  was  fit  for  their 
reception.  He  gave  to  the  monks  the  warden- 
ship  of  this  hospital. 

Henry  de  Lacy,  son  of  Robert,  confirmed 
the  grant  of  the  hospital  to  the  priory,  for  the 
use  of  the  poor;  and  granted  to  the  monk, 
who  should  have  the  custody  of  it,  one  mark 
of  silver,  twelve  hopes  of  bread  com,  and  twenty- 
four  of  oats,   on  the  feast  of  St.  Martin,  year!/. 

«  ToRKs's  MSS.  Collect  t  Lkland's  Itln. 


HISTORY  OP  PONTEPRACT.  379 

In  the  eighth  of  Edward  I.  the  king  granted 
free  warren  to  Robert  Woodhouse,  the  keeper 
of  this  hospital,  in  certain  lands  within  the  ter- 
ritory of  Castleford,  which  privilege  was  after- 
wards given  to  the  canons  of  Nostall. 

In  the  thirtieth  of  Edward  HI.  Henry  Duke 
of  Lancaster  granted  the  gift  of  a  certain  livery 
to  the  two  recluses  in  the  house  of  St.  Helen^ 
in  Pontefract,  called  the  Blanch  X^iveries,  which 
belonged  to  his  doqs^tion,  as  lord  of  the  honour 
of  Pontefract,  to  be  paid  eVery  day  out  of  this 
hospital,  for  the  finding  of  a  priest  to  celebrate 
divine  service  in  the  chapel  of  St,  Helea  for' 
ever*. 

Ip  the  eighteenth  of  Henry  VJ.  1438,  the' 
king,  by  letters  patent  which  were  confirined  by 
the  whol^  of  the  parliament,  gave  (his  hospitat 
to  the  prior  of  Nostall,  with  the  advowson 
and  all  the  estates  thereto  belonging,  amounting^ 
to  riibety-seven  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  tea* 
pence  per  annum^i  to  be  converted  to  their  own 
use,  the  canons  paying  out  of  the  profits  thereof, 
to  the  king  and  *  his  heirs,  as  Dukes  of  LancaS'p 
ter,  twenty  marks  per  annum.  They  maintaine4 
here  till  the  dissolution  a  chaplain   and  thirteen 

*  DuDO.  Bar.  It  appears  from  what  Dugdale  has  related^ 
that  the  hoiue  dedicated  to  St.  Helen  was  only  the  'habitation ' 
of  two  reduses.  Tiadition  has  not  even  eonve>ed  the  name 
of  this  house,  much  less  the  particular  spot  wher^  it  stood« 
down  to  posterity.  Two  clos^es,  in  the  comoiission  of  enquiry 
respecting  the  tithes  belonging  to  the  deanry,  made  in  the 
leign  of  Henry  VIII.  are  cblled  St.  Helen's  Flats,  and  ap- 
pear,  from  the  hmndaries  specified,  to  join  the  township  of 
parrington.  W^s  tlie  habitation  of  these  recluses  situated 
here?  This  is  not  improbable,  and  will  account  for  the  naiQe 
imposed  on  these  fiats. 
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ppor  p^ple;     Their  reveoiie  is  slated  BJL  that 
time  tQ  be  tlie  ^^m^^  as  above  meiuiojijied. 

J  Catalogue  of  the  Wardens  of  this  Hospital. 

Temp.  iMtit.  Mapri.  JSm*  ?¥"«•  Y*"*- 

Dn^  TbQ.  Tawton.  P.&C.ae?.  D.^BOit 

10  Mau,  U35.  Dns.  WUI.  Bothe,  CL  Rex.  H.  4- 

Dns.  Tho.  Toveton. 
M.  WiU.  Botbe 

j^,^er  fjbe  diissohition  of  thet  religipus  bouses 
by  Kijng  H,ewy  VIIJL  this  place  seems  to 
h^,Ye  been  entirely  neglected^  and  it;s  purpose$ 
apd  institution  i^iuch  perverted  and  abused^ 
which  caused  the  corporation  to  endeavouf  to 
obtain,  ppjivei^  for  its  better  governin,ent  andr  re- 

filiation^,  apd  in  the  chartei:  granted  by  Kjpg 
ames^  in  the  year  1605,  there  is  ai  clause  for 
vesting  it  in  tjie  corporation*. 

5y  a  de^d,  dated?  Sep^  19,,  1650,  made  be- 
twepi^,  Thomas  Cook  and  tw,enJ[y-four  Qt^iei; 
eentlemen^  appointed.  tnu;l^e^.  by  ai^  aqt  of  par*, 
hament  ^asjsed.  for  selling  the  fee  farn^  rentt  be* 
longing  to  the  commonwealth  of  England^  for- 
iperly  payable  \f>  the  crown  of  England^  dpcby 
of  Lancaster  and  duchy  of  Cornwall^,  or  any 
five  or  more  of  them,  on  the  one  part,  and 
^fatthew  Frank,  K^obert  Frank,  John  Scqit  and 
ptJt^Sj  cQipbnrgesses  of  the  borough  <tf  Pttnte* 
fract^  on^  the-  other  part.  In  considerafeion  of 
eight  hundred  and  twelve  poundf^  seventeen 
shillings  and  threepence  halfpenny  paid  to  tbe 
said  trustee  by  the  said  comburgQssas»  thoi  scud 
trusilees  granted  several*  sums  of  money  to  h9 
paid  yearly  for  ever,  to  such  persons  a&  were. 
•  See  Charter, 
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therein  n^ned^  out  of  cUvers  fee  &rm  reiita,  pay-, 
able  for  divers  boii$eii  and  lands,  in  Winterset, 
Grafton^  and  West  Hardwick;  and  all  tbak 
ten^eBQient  called  Saintiogley  Grange,  &c«  and 
aU  other  lands,  teneiiient9k  meadow-fields,  and 
psMstiices  belonging  or  appertaining  to  tbe  later 
monkery  of  St.  Oswald,  at  Nostel,  &g.  Also 
all  U^  rectory  of  Cii&on,  with  all  the  titbea 
^  h^y*  graifl^  pHUets,  eggs,  bens,  and  ducks;  iq 
Cliftoa  aforesaid.  Also  aU  the  tithe  of  grain  of 
ilast  Hardwick  Koods,  ba«g  a  parcel  of  the 
rwlrOiry  of  Pontefract^  &c.  vis.  (a«ioDgst  otbers)^ 

£.  s.  d. 

To  the  corate  of  this  hospital,    -    -      6    0  9 

To  eleven  poor  people  ^1 .  65'.  8rf.  a  year,  14  19  4 

To  two  servants  to  attend  the  poor  people,  4    0  0 

Mr.  Edward  Holcoto  gave  the  annual  sum  of 
twenlgr  ^ilUngs,  to<  be  paid  out  of  the  reatat 
and  profits  of  a  dose  in  Bailygato,  late  Mn 
SjqJi^  Saltonstalls^  this  twenty  shillings  is  paid 
w&^  old  Christmas  day. 

The  fi^Uowing  lands  abo  bdong.  to.  this  boih 
pital. 

Eight  half  acres  of  land  lying  in  Ferrybridge 
Field,  with  a  stone  at  the  end  of  each  marked 
N»  Hi  qpw  rented  by  Niis.  fetm  Bitnbill. 

A  grndqn  at  the  bacfc  oC  this  ho^ital^.  ami 
two^  otfaei;  P9l€e^s  of  land  lying  east  of  the 
brewery,  n^ar  the  casUe,.  lata  in  the  ocoupation 
fijk  Wilbam.  Needbam. 

PMemb^r:  39i  1671>  &fr.  Ntcbolas  Stables^ 
by  his  wilit  gave  to  the  poor  of  this  hospital 
llbirty  st»Uingp  yearly,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
titb^  of  Blind  Hardwick^  Qn>  every.  Christmas- 
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eve  for  ever;  and  on  the  lltH  Feb.  1704,  Mr. 
William  Stables^  by  his  will  also,  gave  a  farther 
siflzi  of  twenty  shillings  out  of  the  above  tithes. 

April  4,  1748,  Mr.  William  Stables,  having 
sold  the  said  tithes  to  Lord  Gallway  free  from 
the  above  incumbrances,  he  by  deed  in  lieu  of 
and  in  full  .satisfaction  for  the  said  fifty  shillings^ 
granted  and  conveyed  to  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  a  yearly 
rent  of  fifty  shillings,  issuing  and  payable 
out  of  certain  closes,  called  Baghill  Closes,  in 
Pontefract,  free  from  all  Deductions  whatsoever, 
in  trust  nevertheless  for  the  poor  of  St.  Nicho- 
las' hospital^  to  be  paid  yearly  at  Christmas, 
with  power  to  distrain  on  nonpayment. 

Also  a  re&erved  rent  of  fifteen  shillings  per 
annum,  paid  by  the  vicar  out  of  the  rents  and 
profits  of  a  close  at  Darrington,  exchanged  with 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Drake  for  a  house  near  St* 
Giles*  church,  now  pulled  down. 

June  8,  1673.  Mr.  Thomas  Sayle,  of  Pon* 
tefract,  chandler,  by  his  will  gave  one  hundred 
pounds  towards  rebuilding  and  reedifying  this 
hospital,  which  was  done  soon  afler. 

Lazar  House. 

In  the  fourteenth  of  Edward  I.  1986,  Henry 
de  Lacy  bqilt  -  a  -  Lazar  House  here,  and  dedi- 
cated it  to  ^.  Mary  Magdalene.  The  order 
of  St  Lazarus,  of  Jer-usalem,  seems  to  have 
been  founded  for  the  relief  and  support  of  lepers 
and  impotent  persons  of  the  nHlita'ry  order. 

Archbishop  John '  Romain  granted  an  indul- 
gence to  all  those  who  contributed  to  the  relief 
•f  the  lepers  therein. 
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It  appears  probable  that  the  hospital  called 
Frank's  Hospital  is  either  the  Lazar  House,  or 
has  been  built  oq  the  site  of  it  The  figure  of 
a  knight,  cut  in  stone,  in  the  wall,  nearly  as 
big  as  life,  seems  to  justify  this  conclusion. 
This  figure  is  now  much  defaced;  the  arms  have 
been  brokea  off  and  the  head  nearly  destroyed. 

Knolks\  or  Trimly^  Hospital  and  College. 

This  hospital  and  college  was  founded  iti 
the  reign  of  the  unfortunate  Richard  II.  by  Sir 
Robert  KnoUes^  a  gentleman  as  illustrious  for 
his  valour  and  military  achievements,  as  for  his 
liberaliiy  to  the  indigent,  and  his  regard  to  the 
claims  of  piety  ^.     According  to  Iceland,  he  had 

*  This  family  Is  of  Saxon  ongin,  and  the  name  derived 
from  the  term  Knoll,  a  hill»  where  some  of  the  race  resided. 
In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  Robert  Knolles  was  considered 
as  one  of  the  best  generals  of  the  aG:e,  and  the  honour  and 
glory  of  the  country.  In  1350,  he  was  sent  into  France  with 
an  army,  where  he  drove  the  French  before  him  like  sheep^ 
overwhelming  their  towns  and  dttes  in  such  numbers,  that 
years  after  the  sharp  points,  and  gable  ends  of  overthrown 
houses,  cloven  asunder  with  instruments  of  war,  were  com* 
inonly  called  Knolles*  mitres.  The  French  styled  him  Le  veri* 
table  Demon  de  Guerre,  or  the  true  thunderbolt  of  war.  Ho 
was  made  Senescal  of  Guienne,  by  Edward,  and  commissioned 
to  assist  John  de  Monttbrt,  in.  the  duchy  of  Bretogne,  in 
which  service  he  was  completely  successful:  and  was  ap- 
poined  Lieutenant  of  Bretagne,  and  lewarded  with  a  fine  estate 
in  the  duchy  by  Mont'ort.  He  assisted  the  Black  Prince  in 
the  conquest  of  Aquitain.  He  afterwards  joined  the  Prince  of 
Angaulesme,  and  drove  the  French  to  the  gates  of  Paris. 

In  the  midst  of  all  his  suc<.*esses,  a  combination  of  yoiing 
noblemen,  who  envied  his  reno\vn  and  talent.^  was  formed 
against  him ;  and  all  the  arts  of  intrigue,  calumn)  and  misre- 
presentation, were  made  use  of  to  withdraw  tiie  favour  of  the 
priDoe  &oaK  him*     f  also  nccusatioas  were  biought  against  him 
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intended  to  erect  it  on  his  manor  of  Scottlthorp, 
three  miles  from  Walsinghatn,  bot  influenced 
by  the  desire  of  his  lady,  he  changed  his  inten* 
tion,  and  to  do  her  the  greater  honour^  erected 
it  on  the  very  spot  where  she  was  born. 

Whatever  might  be  the  respect  and  honour 
Sir  Robert  intended^  to  confer  on  his  lady  by 
this  act  of  piety,  the  above  mentioned  historian 
has  left  a  stain  on  her  memory,  by  describing 
her  as  a  woman  of  mean  birth,  of  loose  morals, 
of  unchaste  and  dissolute  conduct.  Meanness  of 
birth  is  not  imputable  to  any  one  as  a  cnme;  Hor 
can  descent  from  respectable  ancestors  be  con^ 
sidered  as  a  virtue;  it  can  only  properly  be 
accounted  a  blessing.  A  lady  destitute  of  tb^ 
virtues  of  modesty,  chastity  and  rectitude,  justly 
fi>rfeics  the  respect  due  to  her  sex;  and  how- 
ever elevated  her  rank,  her  vices  will  cover  her 
name  with  reproach.  Let  us  hope  the  historian 
has  "^retailed  scandal,  and  that  the  meanness  of 
Lady  Robert  Knolles'  birth,  gave  occasion  to 
a  censorious  world  to  charge  her  witb  erldies 
of  which  she  never  was  guilty. 

The  charier  of  the  foundation  of  this  house 

for  embezzling  tfie  pubKc  property,  and  Vhkh^  fay  Ae  mquirj 
iMtkMted,  teAcM  matt  to  his  tele  and  hb  hcMir,  flian  fo 
hii  diagface. 

After  befing  covered  witb  glory  m  a  oonqpKror,  be  xt&tti 
to  hk  fiunily  wstd^tce,  and  on  Ae  aooessioii  6f  RIcbaid  II. 
be  was  honoured  with  the  order  of  the  garter.  Irt  Che  tnrnuk 
excited  by  Watt  Tyler,  which  threatened  to  sobvert  iht  p- 
vernnient.  Sir  Robert  was  one  of  those,  whose  tirudeiiee^  coa- 
rage,  and  good  eonduety  contributed  essentk^  t6  |Maerre 
the  king,  and  to  subdue  and  disperse  the  eAraged  p^idKe. 
The  city  of  London  enfranchised  him  a  member  thereof,  ia 
eiipveMioA  of  their  gratitadt  fer  the  service  ho  ha4  ft^istti 
oa.  this  occasion,  KmsaaV  ~ 


mSTORY  OP  P<»rrE11UCT.  U5 

was  granted  on  the  SOtb  April,  1385.  It  is 
called  a  chantry  or  college,  and  intended  to 
contain  seven  chaplains  or  fellows,  one  of  which 
to  be  appointed  warden.  Also  an  almshouse  or 
hospital  adjoining,  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity 
and  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  "  for  two  clerks  and 
thirteen  poor  persons,  so  made  by  mischance  or 
scarcity,  and  two  serviturs  to  attend  them." 

In  consequence  of  the  charter  and  licence  of 
King  Richard  II.  Sir  Robert  KnoUes  and  Con- 
stance his  wife,  obtained  a  like  licence  of  John, 
King  of  Castile,  and  Duke  of  Lancaster,  Lord 
of  the  Soil,  to  purchase  of  Thomas  Shirwood  one 
messuage  in  Pontefract,  on  the  site  of  which 
this  collegiate  house  was  built,  and  dedicated 
to   the  honour  of  the  Holy  Trinity. 

The  founders  liberally  endowed  the  college 
and  the  hospital.  They  granted  to  the  custos, 
master,  or  warden,  the  sum  of  twenty  marks 
per  annum,  ten  to  each  of  the  seven  chaplains, 
and  five  to  each  of  the  clerks,  for  their  main- 
tenance and  support.  The  sum  of  thirty-four 
pounds  four  shillings  and  fourpence  halfpenny 
was  allotted  to  the  thirteen  poor  persons,  and 
the  two  servitors  in  the  hospital;  and  it  was 
ordered  that  every  one  should  receive  out  of 
this  sum  three  halfpence  per  day^  for  his  sup« 
port.  They  also  appointed  fourpence  to  be 
paid  to  each  of  the  said  poor,  and  their  ser- 
vitors, on  each  of  the  ten  principal  f,sasts. — ^The 
feasts  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  Christmas,  Easter, 
Pentecost,  All-Saints,  and  the  five  feasts  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin. 

The  founders,  not  satisfied  with  providing  for 
the  comfortable  subsistence  of  the  poor,  granted 
i)dd  * 
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ten  marks  per  anbum,  lor  their  clothing  and 
other  necesisaries,  to  be  equall)r  divided  among 
them.  They  allo^red  to  the  Vko  servants,  far 
their  attendance^  the  sum  of  tweiitj^£ve  shittsngv 
and  etghtpence  per  annnan. 

They  assigned  for  the  aidowmenfc  dL  this 
bouse,  after  the  decease  of .  either  of.tbe  said 
founders,  one  hundred  and  two  poanids.  t^n  shil- 
lings, issuing  out. of.  their  lands  and  teneanents 
in  London;  appointing  ilie  residoe./Of  ^the  Talue 
of  these  lands  and!  tenements;,  to.  be  yearly  ap- 
propriated to  the^use'ofltbia  hpttise»  in  repairs 
and  buildings.  ... 

They*  also  ordained,  that  tbe  master^  cha^ 
lains,  clerks,  the  poor  and.theii  aehrants  should 
receive  a  pittance  of  ;ix' shillings  and  eightpeucej 
on  tbe  day  of  either  of  their  aoniwrsaries. 

Also  they  willed  that  the  prioc  and  canons 
of  Nostal,  and  their  successors,  shoold,  enjoy 
the  right  of  presentation  to  the  wardenship  o{ 
this  college;  and  that  they  should  present  on 
every  vacation  a.  fit  chaplain  within  tbe  space  of 
fifteen  days.  '    . . 

It  was  Ukewisp  appointed  tliaft  the.  naster 
diould  have  d  seal  appropriated  to  his  office, 
whereon  should  be  engraven  a.  rose,  ahd  the 
image  of  the  Holy  Trinity*  This .  ordiftaliod 
was  confirmed  by  Richard^  Archbishop,  of  York, 
on  the,  5th  Oct,   U04.  :       .     ' 

This  coQege  and  hospital  was  built  in  a. style 
suitable  to  .the /purposes  for  which  it  was  in* 
tended.  A  considerable  p^  of  the  buiklings 
still  remain,  and  give  some  faint  idea,  of  wbat 
tt  once  was^  The  place  now, called  the  galle- 
ries was  the  residence  of  the' jaaster  of  the  cdr 
lege  and  tbe  six  chaplaiiis.  ■  Each  had  his  sepa- 
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fftle  diambfef  ^r  ceil,  where  he  couW  i^tire  for 
the  purpose  of  Jfevotibh;  and  like,  oth^  reli- 
gioau  houses,'  it  is'  probable  therie  was  a  com- 
men  refectory,  or  dining  room,  where  they 
all  met  together: 

What  are  now  called  the  brother  and  sister 
houses  must  have  been  the  hospital,  where  the 
poor  ii^ere  provided  with  every  {comfort,  and  the 
sorrows  of,  old  age  were  lilleviaited  by  the  kind 
hani'lof  dharlty.^'''   '       ,^ ;  "^  ' 

The 'church  \^as  oii  a'sfn^ll  scale^^  tut  ap* 
p^^ars-to  haiM  been  a  neai^  if  ml  an  elegant 
stnictlire.  '  D^ictfbed  to  the  Holy^"  Trinity,  it 
wais  ^^steeitied  -pecnlijafly  sacred;  and  here  tb6 
wardens,  'chaplainsar,"cl(efksji  ari<3(  poor,  united  iu 
their  daily  devotions.  What  was  once  hallowed 
is  now  become  profane;  and  the  place  where 
the  sacrifice  of  the  liciass  Was  offered,  and  where 
the  Hojy  Virgin  was  worshipped,  where  the  reli- 
gious,  by  their'  interest  with,  heaven,  delivered. 
K)uTs  frohi  purgatory,  is  .'now  degraded  to  a  shed 
fcf  *pattle.      J"       '^ 

*  ' 'At  the  suppression  qf  religious  houses,  the 
revenue  V)f  this  house,  according  to  Speed,  was 
one  hundred  and  eighty-two  pounds  thirteen  shil- 
lings aiitf'l^ireiipafiee*^    ^    Sancroft,   M.    S. 

*.It  was.endqwed  by  Ihe^antof  ,a  manor  in  Bumham- 
Overy ;  the  LprdsWp  of  Diinton  and  Dpketon,  and  the  advow- 
Bon  bflthe  Vicara^ ;  of  IJanvtfles  roajaor,  in  Kellestop^;  of  the 
manor  and  advbwspn  of  the.;rectQry  .of^Sdulthqrp;  o?  a  water- 
nnlf  arti  lands  in.Sheerwood|  yfthe^  maiior  of  Tatterlord,  and 
of  fahds  in  TattekVile','  all  in  the  county  ot'l^orfoliu  3i«ooM<r 
rrrtxA  Norfbllc.  *'    ' 

In  londott  thirty-four  shops,  in  the  parjsh  of  Stl  Mary 
on  the' hill,  belonged  also,  to.  this  hospital,  as  well  as  land 
in  Pontefract  ^nd  Darritigton.    Ta^.  ^jT. 

In  Pontefract  six  acres  o(  nieadoWj 'in  totweHs,  belonged 
to  tbis  house. 


SSS  HIST0R7  OF  POMTBFRACT. 

Valor,  saith  there  were  at  that  time  a  master, 
six  brethren,  and  a  sacrist.  Willis  asserts,  that 
the  master  and   five  fellows  enjoyed  pensions. 

A  Catalogue  of  the  Masters  of  this  Hospital 

Temp.  Xnatit*  Custodei  Domiit.  FktrooL  VaflfC. 

Dns.  Joh.  de  New^orp,  sKas  P.&C.deN.p.Beag. 
Sfudemfta. 

17  Mail,  1410.  Dns.  Joh.  de  Stretton,  Pr.       lidem.        ponort. 

18  [unii,  1418.  Dns.  ^ex.  Rawden,  Cap.  C.A.p.Iap.p.mort 
18  Dec.  1419.    Dns.  Joh.  Cud  worth.  P.&C.deN. 

10  Mar.  1 447.    M,  Joh.  Lathome,  lidem.  p.resi|^. 

28  Jan.  1467.    Das.  Jac.  CIapeh(im>  Cap.  lidem.  p.moit 

17  Junii,  1494.  Dns.  Rob.  Cookq,  Cap.  ^  lidem.  p.mort 

utt.  Apr.  1513.  l5ns,Tbo,  Baghill,  Pr.  *  lidem.  p.mort. 

4  Jan.  1524.     M.  Tho.  Huchon/ L.  B.  lidem.  p.resig. 

fcHAWTRIE^. 

Besides  the  masler  there  wer^  six  chantries 
of  seven  chaplains  in  this  hospital,  each  pre- 
ventable by  the  founder  Sir  Robert  KnoUes,  and 
after  his  decease  by  the  master  of  the  college^ 
for  the  time  being,  and  brethren  thereof. 

A  Catalogue  of  the  Jlrst  (!hapUiins^ 

Temp.  Instit.  Capellani  Iml  Patroiu.  Vacat. 

20  Aug.  1397.  Dns.  Will.  Spycer,  Cap.  D.R.N.MiLpj»ort. 

20  Mar.  U2 1 .    Dns.  Joh.  Sad)  Iworlh,  Pr,  M.  &  C.  D. 

5  Dec.  i419.  Dns.  Job.  Wyles,  Pr.  lidem.  p.mort. 
7  Apr.  1462.  Dns.  Rjc.  Blackburn,  Cap.  lidem.  p.roort. 
10  Nor.  1407.  Dns.  Joh.  Bota}),  Cap.  lidem.  ponort, 
9  Junii^  1486.  Dns.  T^o.  Baghili,  Pr.  Jidem.  p.disnui 
}S  Mail,  1513.  Diis.  Will.  Cubberd.  Pr.  lidem.  p.resig, 
15  Mar.  1515.  Dns.  Jac.  Tutyll,  Cap.  lidem*  p.re$i{« 
2  Julii,  1517,      Pns.  Johi  Parkyn,  Cap. 
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The  Second. 

Temp.  Initit  Capellani  Sdi.  Patrcmi.        Vactt 

JO  Aug;  1397.   Dns.  Joh.  Parlyngton.  D.R.N.Mil. 

14  Oct  1423.    Dns.  Joh.  Pounfefrejt,  Pr.  M.&CCol. 

2S  Junii,  1464.  Dns.  Jac.  Clapham,  Pr.  Iidero.         p.resig. 

18Feb.  1467^     Dns.  Joh.  Sokbum,  Cap.  lidem.       p.dismis. 

^  Maiij  1484.  Dns.  Robert  Cooke,  Pr.  lidem.*       piresig. 

27  Julii,  1494.     Dns,  Tho.  Grone,  Cap.  lidem. 

M.  Tho.  Hochon.  lidem.         p^resig, 

13  Jan.  1524.     Dns.  Rog.  Marshall,  Pr.  lidem^ 

The  Third. 


Temp  Instit 
«0  Nov.  1398. 
28  Junii,  1418. 
20  Dec.  1419. 
16  Feb.  1447. 

20  Jan.  1483: 
26jalii/.i48I.' 
22  Dec«  152& 
19  Mai^  l^g9. 


Temp.  iMdC 
12  Nov.,  1392, 
4  Feb.  1446. 
18  Dec.  1453. 
4  Mail,  1468. 
16  Oct  l4aa. 


Temp.'  Iiittit. 
IS  Nov.  1398. 
1^  Junii.  1444. 
SJunii,  1479. 
f  Jan.  1511. 


Capellani  3tii. 
Dns.  Alex.  Rawden. 
Dns.  Joh.  Cudewortb,  Pr. 
Dns.  Joh.  White,  Pr. 
M.  Joi).  Lathum. 
Dns.  WiU.  Foster. 
Dns.  Joh,  Sokebum,  Cap. 
Dns.  Joh.  Burton,  Pr. 
Dns.  Walt  Bnown,  Pk:. 
Dns  Edm.  GAisoD^  Pr^ 

Thf  Fourth. 


Patroni. 

R.K.Mil. 

M.&C. 

lidem. 

lidem. 

lidem. 

lidem. 

lidem; 

iidesk 


Vacat. 
p.resigv 


p.mort» 
p.resig. 
-  p.mort. 
p^mig. 


GapeHaol  4cU"  Patnni..      Vacnw 

Divt.  WiU.  HaU.      .  D.R.K.' 

Dns.  Joh.  Cooke,  Pr.  M.  &  F.  &c. 

Dns.  Robert  Falne,  Cap.  lidem.       p.resig. 
Dns.  Joh.  Leyes  vel  Lete,  Cap.  lidem .       p.mort. 

Dns.  Joh.  Blake,  Cap.  Col.p.Lap. 

Dns.  Robert  Mpxoq.  M.&C&c.p.mort 

Dns.  Tho.  Howthon,  Pr.  |i4^« 


T/i€  Fifth. 

Capdlanl  Sd. 
Dns.  Robert  Freston,  Cap, 
Dns.  Robert  Benet,  Cap. 
Dns.  Joh.  Carver,  Cap. 
Dns.  Rad.  Dicson^  Cap. 


P»ifooi.       Vacat 
P.R.K.MU. 
M.3jF.&9.p.mort. 
lidem.         p.mort 
lidem. 
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The  Sixth. 

Te^.  Instit. .  Capellan^  6ii.  Patront.        Yaa^ 

8  Mail,  1403,     I>nB.  Robert de  Hill,,  Pr.    .    P.fL.fiMW. 
2  Jan.  14.f«.    .  Dns.  Tho.  Melsamby,  Cap.   M.&.F.^^c. 

.  ,.Dns.  Joh^Xale.  ,.      lidem^,  ^    ^ji,ie%* 

4 Mar.  1468.      Dns.  Job.  Sbarfs  Fl;.    ..    .  .lidem,.   ./^jnort. 
5  .Mar.  1228...     Dps.  Jofaif  Co)vkepa|Bep  JPr.    lideip^        .p.resig. 

9  Apr.  1537..      Dn^.  Job.  Dyksoiij  Cap.       lidem, 

October  2^,   15^3/ Queen  ClLzabeth,  in  the 
sixth  year  of  her  reign,  by  grant  under  seal  of 
her  duchy  of  Lancerstei^  aftl^r  reciting  that  her 
commissioners  appointed  for  the  ontinuance  of 
grammar  schools,  fresh  appeals  and  4>ther  things, 
had  apppioied  to.cpptinue  op.e  9iipshoi]SQ3^4:^ed 
Knolles'   AJitoshouse,  an  : which  were  miftintained 
fifteen  ag^   people,    whereof   two    of  the  said 
fifteen  were  servants  to  the  rest,  and  that^  every 
one  of  thQ,  said  fifteen  .sl^p^ld  hay<3  yec^^ly   two 
pounds  thivteM  shilliAg3'«ni^  ft>urpeaoe»  did  aittfao* 
rize  the  rtttyor  and' fc<j«fAJu?gws€S>- or  <:htef  bur- 
gesses,  for  the  time  being,  .fi*om  time  to  time, 
as  the  rooms  of  the  dlm^  pe6ple  should  happen 
table  vaoanC,  to  place  .'Other- aged,  impotent  and 
needy  raiS^t-  |3(ersons  in  t-he  sattie  -fooms/  accord* 
ing  ro  ili^^aucient  fopiidaitld^  tberebf,  ^^  Mhould 
fee  t^hpugfit.  mostjcxpedient.  ^ 

May.  iJO,  1574,  .(^.,  John  Mercer,  by  his 
Witt;  gave"  to  this  hosprt^tl-  half  the  rents  arising 
from  a  hous^,  orchAnrf,'*  garden;  edifices'  and 
buildings  at  Whitechap^l,  ii^  London;  and  the 
other  half  was  given  to  the  poor  of  Whitechapel. 
The  'churchwardens  and  overeefers  of  Whitochapel 
are  appointed  trustee^ 'for  the  same.  Tlie  money 
received  "is  divided  equally  amongst  tbe  poor 
people  in  the;  said  hospital. 
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'By  the  deed  mentioned  under  St.  Nicholas* 
b<»pitaU  dated  Sept.  19)  1650,  js  also  granted  ihe 
yearly  sum  of  forty-one  pounds  five  shiNtngs^ 
which  is  paid  to  the  poor  pe<^e  in  this  hospttak 
This  sam,  which  has  since  beeri  advanced. to 
the  annual  stua  of  sixty:  poinds,  is  usually  paid 
by  the  king's  receiver  to  the.  mayor,  for  the 
time  beings  at  Michaelmas,  who  givetai  treat  to 
him  aod  such  of  the  aldenhen,  &c.  as  he  thrnk$f 
proper,  si  which  entertainment  .  are  providei 
some*  fine  red  applet' and  Dnts;i  as  it  has  been 
an  aneient  custom  to  ^present  some  iof  them  to 
the  duchy  of  Lancaster,,  this  has  given  ride  to 
an  erroneous  idea  that  the  corporation  hold  their 
charter  by  this  service. 

The  mayor  immediately  distributes  this  sum 
of  sixty  pounds,  in  equal  shares,  amongst  the 
poor  people  in'  the  hospital. 

This  hospital   will,    in  the  course  of  a  few 
years,  receive  an  addition  to  its  revenues.     John 
Whiteman,  brickmaker,  has  bequeathed  the  rents 
of  certain  houses,    and  the   interests  of  certain 
monies    to  this  hospital   for  ever,  after  the  de- 
cease of  his  widow,  brother  and  sister;   who  are 
to  enjoy  the   profits    thereof^    during    the  term 
of    their    natural    I?ves,     The  following    is   the 
clause  of  his  will,  in  which  this  bequest  is  made« 
"  And  lastly  at  my  said  wife's  death,  I  give 
tnd  bequeath   all  reots    and    interests,     to    be 
paid  in   haltyearly  payments  by  my   executors, 
or  their  hqirs,   as  before  named,   to  the  Trinity 
Hospital  in  Pontelract,  to  be  distributed  to  th^ 
brothers  and   sisters   of  the  said   hospital^  share 
and  share  alike  for  evjer,  sut^ect  only  to  tb^user 
ful  and  necessary  repairs  of  my  aforesaid  houses^'' 
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From  the  provisions  of  the  will  of  the  said 
John  Whiteman*,  it  appears  that  on  the  demise 
pf  bis  widow,  the  rents  are  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  hospital, 
paying  out  thereof  the  sum  of  two  shillings 
per  week  to  his  sister,  and  the  like  sum  to  his 
brother,  if  living. 

The  poor  of  this  hospital  will,  from  this  be- 
quest, gain  a  clear  income  of  twenty  pounds 
and  upwards  per  annum ;  a  sum  which,  added 
to  their  other  resources,  will  contribute  much 
to  alleviated  the  anxiety  of  old  age,  and  to  ren- 
der the  winter  of  life  more  serene  and  peaceful. 

Bead-House  Hospital. 

This  hospital    is  situated   at  the    bottom    of 
Micklegate,  and  has  eight   rooms,  in  which  are 
placed  sixteen   poor  people. 
There  is  a  small  parcel  of  ground  at  the  back 
of  this  hospital  belonging  thereto. 

Also  Mrs.  Favel  gave  a  garden  at  the  bottom 
of  Slutwell  Lane,  called  Favel  Garden,  which 
is  now  part  of  Mr.  Seaton's  grounds,  and  for 
which  he  pays  the  poor  of  this  hospital  four 
pounds  per  annum.  This  payment  is  paid  io 
the  vicar,  who  distributes  the  same  amongst 
the  widows,  who  are  exclusively  entitled  thereto. 

•  John  Whiteman  was  a  native  of  Pontefract,  and  had 
by  diligence  and  labour  acquired  the  property  specified. 
Having  no  children,  nor  any  relatives  likely  to  preserve  wkat 
he  had  industriously  acquired,  he  was  induced  to  leave  all  to 
the  hospital,  in  which  two  of  his  uncles  and  his  brother  bad 
found  an  assylum ;  and  he  hoped  should  any  of  his  remote  ref 
lations  be  reduced  to  want,  the  town  would  provide  for  them 
Iq  the  same  house. 
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Tkwaitcs*  Hospital,  in  Newgate. 

May  30,  1620,  Mr.  Richard  TWaites^  by 
his  will^  gave  two  cottages,  divided  into  foiir 
rooms,  and  also  two  gardens  tbrereto  belonging 
and  iKijointbg^  for  an  hospitid  tot  foor  ancient 
poor  women,  who  shall  be  sbgle  women,  ia 
dwell  ceveralfy  hi  the  said  foar  rooms,  and  bave 
«qaal  shares  and  profits  of  the  two  gardens^ 
AUo  an  mDoal  rent,  to  be  paid  by  Ym  bdrs» 
oat  ci  the  reals  und  profits  of  a  close,  called 
Tanshdf  Well  Close,  adjoining  to  Pontefi'act 
Pa^  of  twelve  horse  loads  of  coals  to  each  poor 
woaiaa  in  the  said  bosp^al,  fi>r  their  fire,  yearly^ 
and  also  forty  shillings  a  year,  to  be  paid  quar« 
terty,  on  the  feast  of  St.  John  tbd  Baptist,  %L 
Michael  the  archangel,  St.  Thomas  the  apostle, 
and  the  annunciation  of  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary, 
to  them  and  their  siitcessOTs  fbr  ever,  towards 
their  relief  and  maintenance.  Three  of  the  said 
poor  people  to  be  placed  in  this  said  rooms  to 
he  tsdosn  dat  of  the  town  of  Pontefi'wt,  and 
the  foortb  of  them  out  of  TadsheU;.  at  all  times 
for  ever.  And  in  case  the  said  coals  should  boI 
be  brodgbt  regiriarly  to  the  poor  people  by  his 
heirs,  or  the  purchaser  of  his  cbpyhold  estate, 
then  the  trustees  therein  after  mentioned  should 
icceive  three  poaads  every  year,  out  of  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  said  Tansbdf  Well  Close,  and 
therewith  procure  the  said  coals  for  them  for 
evisn  Tlie  trustees  appointed  by  the  said  will 
were  his  heies  and  their  successors,  so  long^  as 
there  shook!  be  any  of  them  remaining.  And 
ia  case  of  a  fiukwe  therein^  then  the  mayor  and 
Ticar  of  Pontefi*act,  for  the  tittie  being,  and 
see  * 
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Henry  Frank,  bis  brother  in  law,  and  two  senior 
aldermen,  during  the  life  of  the  said  Henry 
Friank;  and  the  three  senior  aldermen,  after 
his  death,  to  have  the  sole  direction  of  the  said 
hospital* 

It  was  decreed  by  the  commissioners  of 
pious  useS)  by  an  inquisition  taken  at  Snaith, 
April  10,  1674,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Ward,  the 
then  possessor  of  Tanshelf  Well  Cloie,  his  heirs 
and  iissigns,  arid  the  owner  and  occupier  of  the 
said  close,  sliall  for  ever  thereafter  pay  and 
stand  charged  with  the  payment  of  three  pounds 
yearly,  to  the  poor  women  of  the  said  hospital; 
and  the  mayor  and  vicar  of  Pontefract,  tor  the 
time  being,  and  three  senior  aldermen,  or  the 
greater  number  of  them,  be  perpetual  trustees 
for  the  said  hospital. 

Frank's  Hospital: 

<  This  hospital  is  situated  at  tlie  bottom  of 
Micklegate,  and  formerly  contained  only  cue 
apartment,  in  which  were  placed  two  poor 
women. 

It  is  supposed  to  have  been  left  by  Mr 
Matthew  Frank,  formerly  an  alderman  of  this 
borough,  and  the  donations  of  it  are— One 
garth  at  the  back  thei-eof;  a  iiquorice  garden, 
near  St.  Nicholas'.hospital,. called  the  BoU  Garth; 
and  an  house  at  the  bottom  of  Micklegate. 

There  is  aiso  another  hospital  adjoining  to 
the  above,  supposed  to  have  been  built  fay  Mr. 
Robert  Frank,  upon  part  of  the  ground  left  by 
Mr.  Matthew  Frank,  above  sientioned,  and  is 
endowed  as  foUows.  ... 
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November   16,   162&,   By  a  deed  made  be- 
tween Leonard  Ward,  of  Pontefract,  on  the  one 
part,  and  Robert  Moor,  gentleman,  then  mayor, 
Matthew   Kay,  of   Begball,  Richard    Frank,   of 
Cannpsall,    gentlemen,    and   Dorothy    Frank,    of 
Pontefract,  widow,   on   the  other   part,   reciting 
that   Mr.   John   Frank,  alderman,   deceased,   by 
bis   last  will,   in  writing,   bearing  date   January 
16,    1618,   did  give  to  the  poor  of  Pontefract 
fifty  pounds,  to  be  paid  by  his  son,  Mr.  Rich. 
Frank,  within  two  years  after  his  death,  out  of 
lands  in   Fenwick  and  Norton,  to  the  church- 
wardens of  the  town  of  Pontefract,  for  the  time 
being,   to  be  bestowed  in  lands  or  otherwise,  to 
and    for    the  use  aforesaid,    by    the   mayor   of 
Pontefract,  for  the  time  being,  and  by  Matthew 
Kay,  of  Brotherton,  and  by  Henry  Frank,   his 
brother,  and   Richard  Frank,  his  son,  or  by  so 
many  of  them  as  should   be  then  living.    And 
his  will  was  that  the  said  fifty  pounds,  or  lands 
and  profits  thereof,  should  yearly  remain  to  the 
use  aforesaid  for  ever,  to  be  distributed  by  the 
consent  of  the  said  mayor,  and  his  heirs.     And 
farther   reciting    that    the    said    Riohard    Frank 
had  already  paid  the  said  fifty  pounds  into  the 
bands  of  the  said  Dorothy,  his  mother,   by  the 
consent  of  the  said  churchwardens  $  and  that  she, 
of   her  own   free  will,    had    given    ten    pounds 
more    to  the   use    aforesaid,    which    said    sums 
made  together  sixty;  with  which  the  said  mayor, 
Mr,   Kay,  and  Richard  Frank,   with .  the  assist* 
ance  of  the  said  Dorothy,  had  agreed  with  the 
said    Leonard    Ward    for    the    purchase    of    the 
lauds  thereafter   mentioned.     The   said    Leonard 
Ward^  in  consideratipi)  p.f  (he  said  sixty  pounds. 
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did  conviey  one  acre  of  arable  land  at  Beddiill» 
and  twD  acres  of  inclofied  land,  called  lAmg 
Close,  in  St.  Thomas'  Hill  Field,  abutting  npon 
Monkhill  Lane,  to  the  only  use  and  behoof  of 
the  said  Robert  Moore,  Matthew  Kay,  and 
Aichard  Frank,  and  their  heirs  for  oyer,  npon 
trust,  that  they  and  the  survivor  or  survivors 
of  them  should  stand  and  be  seised  as  feoffees 
in  trust,  to  the  only  proper  use  of  the  poor 
people  in  Pontefract,  for  the  time  being,  for  ever, 
to  be  distributed  by  the  mayor,  for  the  time  be^ 
ing,  and  by  the  heirs  of  the  said  John  I^rank. 

Although  the  above  donation  is  to  the  poor 
of  the  town  generally,  the  rents  of  the  land 
have  been  distributed  to  the  poor  people  in  this 
hospital,  out  of  respect  to  the  donor. 

Robert  Frank,  Esq,  by  his  will,  dated  Dec 
26,  1737,  devises  to  bis  daughter. Margaret  and 
her  heirs,  the  above  mentioned  cottage  or  tene- 
ment, which  he  had  lately  built  in  Micklegate^ 
in  Pontefract,  for  an  almshouse,  wherdn  he  had 
placed  or  put  Susanna  Firth  and  Ann  Porter, 
two  poor  widows,  for  their  lives.  And  also  all 
his,  the  said  testator's  trust,  estate  and  interest 
of  and  in  the  closes  of  land  above  mentioned,  to 
have  been  purchased  with  the  said  sixty  pounds^; 
for  the  use,  and  in  trust,  and  to  the  intent 
that  the  said  Margaret  Frank,  her  heirs  and  as* 
signs,  should  pay  and  distribute  the  rents,  issues, 
and  profits  thereof,  to  the  said  Susanna  Firth 
and  Ann  Porter,  for  their  lives;  and  after  their 
decease  to  such  widows  as  should  thereafter  be 
placed  in  the  said  almshouse,  in  the  room  and 

*  By  what  right  had  he  the  disposal  of  this  faoid.  See 
the  before  mentioned  deedj  Nov.  16,  1629. 
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pface  of  her  or  them  so  dying,*  for  ever,  such 
rents  to  be  paid  balfyearly,  at  Whitsuntide  and 
Martinmas.  The  electing,  placing,  and  dis« 
placing  of  the  said  widows  for  misdemeanors,  to 
be  io  the  said  Margaret  Frank,  her  heirs  and 
assigns,  the  mayor  and  three  senior  aldermen, 
or  comburgesses,  of  Pontefract,  resident  in  the 
Slid  town,  for  the  time  being,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, or  the  major  part  of  them. 

The  testator  also  appoints  (he  same  persons 
mi  the  vicar  of  Pontefract,  and  his  successors, 
to  elect  and  place  the  poor  widows,  upon  vacan** 
des,  into  the  almshouse  io  Micklegate  aforesaid, 
founded  by  his  great  grandfather  or  great  uncle^ 
or  one  of  them,  as  also,  in  the  almshouses  in 
Naut  Market,  in  Pontefract,  founded  by  Mn 
Cowper. 

And  he  also  declares  that  if  the  rents  and 
profits  of  his  close,  called  Rancal  Pits,  should  be 
let  for  four  pounds  a  year,  then  he  charges 
the  same  with  the  payment  of  ten  shillings  a 
year,  to  the  said  poor  widows,  in  the  said  alms* 
house  for  ever,  to  be  paid  by  his  said  daughter, 
Margaret  Frank,  her  heirs  and  assigns,  out  qf 
the  rents,  issues,   and  profits  of  the  same  close. 

Cauper^s,  or  Butt's,  HospitaL 

Mr,  Robert  Owper,  of  Darrington,  by  his 
will,  dated  May  20,  1668,  gitve  two  cottages  or 
tenements,  in  Pontefract,  for  the  use  of  four  poor 
widows  of  the  town  of -Pontefract,  and  appointed 
Samuel  Drake,  D.  D.  John  Ramsden,  John 
Frank,  and  Robert  Tatham,  gentlemen,  feoffees, 
to  elect  poor  widows,  of  the  town  of  Pontefract, 
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when  and  as  often  as  vacancies  should  happen  in 
either  of  the  said  two  tenements;  and  did  like- 
ivise  desire  and  appoint  that  when  any  of  the 
said  feoffees  die,  that  the  surviving  number  shall 
have  power  to  elect  another  to  act  in  his  stead. 

And  he  also  gave  unto  the  said  four  poor 
widows  for  ever,  twenty  shillings  each  yearly,  to 
be  paid  by  his  heirs,  out  of  his  close  at  Purs- 
ton  Jacklin,  for  the  repairs  of  the  said  cottages, 
and   their  relief  for  ever. 

N.  B.  This  twenty  shillings  each  to  the 
above  poor  widows,  is  now  paid  out  of  the  rents 
and  profits  of  a  close,  ia  Bailygate,  in  lieu  of 
the  above  lands  in  Purston,  every  Christmas-Eve. 

Mr.  Robert  Frank,  son  of  John  Frank, 
by  his  will*,  appointed  the  following  persons 
trustees  for  the  above  hospital,  (but  query 
by  what  power) — viz.  Mrs.  Margaret  Frank, 
his  daughter,  the  mayor,  for  the  time  being, 
the  three  senior  aldermen,  and  the  vicar,  for  the 
time   being,   of  Pontefract, 

This  hospital  was  situated  at  a  place  for- 
merly  called  Boner  Hill,  in  the  middle  of  the 
Beast  Fair,  where  the  Corn  Market  is  now  held, 
but  being  in  a  very  ruinous  state,  as  well  as 
inconvenient  in  point  of  situation,  in  the  year 
1765  it  was  pulled  down,  and  a  new  hospital 
erected  at  the  Butts,  at  the  expence  of  the 
town,  in  lieu  of  the  old  one,  which  cost  the 
sum  of  ninety  pounds. 

Perfect's  Hospital. 

This  hospital  is  situated  at  the  bottom  of 
Micklegate,  and  was  built  in  the  year  1667, 
'       *  See  the  clause  of  his  will  under  Fnmk'»  Hospital. 
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at  the  joint  expence  of  the  town  and  the  cor- 
poration. 

It  is.  called  Perfects  Hospital  from  the  endow-* 
ment  thereof  by  the  late  Alderman  Wm.  Perfect, 
who  by  a  deed  gave  to  the  corporation  several 
houses  and  gardens  thereto,  situate  near  to  the 
said  hospital,  in  trust  for  the  poor  persons  ia 
the  same  hospital;  who  were  to  be  three  poor 
antient  decayed  housekeepers  belonging  to  the 
town  of  Pdntefract,  and  their  wives. 

The  placing  and  displacing  the  said  poor 
persons  in  the  said  hospital  was  vested  in  the  said 
William  Perfect,  during  his  life,  and  after  his 
death  in  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Pontefract^ 
for  the  time  being,  for  ever^  who  were  made 
perpetual   trustees  for  the  same. 

It  is  the  custom  when  any  of  the  poor  peo« 
pie  in  this  hospital  die,  to  remoi'e  the  sur« 
vivar  into  KnoIIes',  or  Triqity,  Hospital,  upoii 
the  first  vacancy  that  shall  happen  there^  in  or<< 
der  to  make  room  here  for  .another  poor  knarried 
couple,  and  so  from  time  to  time,  in  order  that 
it  may  be  always:  ef^yed  by  three  poor  ancient 
decayed  housekeepers  .  and  (heit  wiv^s. 
'■•»►»  '  .  ' 

DA  WatkmerCs  Hospitaly 

t 

The  iate  Edward  Waikinson,  of  Aokworth, 
M.  D.  by  his  wfilli  dated  April  J  765|  gave  (aP 
ter  payment  of  some  .tetallr  legacies)  :aU. the  re* 
sidue  of  his  personal  estate,  after  the  death  of 
his  wife,  unto  the*  rectoF  of  Ack worth,  the  rector 
of  Hemswb/tb,  and  'the  vicar  of  Pontefrart,  for 
the  time  being;  th6  mayor,  recorder,  and  two 
senior  aldermen,   of  the   borough  qf  Pontefract, 
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for  the  time  beiag»  upon  trasi,  that  tiiey  add 
his  friend  Mr.  Alderman  Samuel  Saitoottali 
should  put  the  same  out  at  interest,  and  pay 
and  apply  the  produce  thereof  (after  payment 
of  some  annuities)  for  the  maintenance,  support 
and  comfortable  living  and  subsistenoe  of  nioe 
poor  unmarried  persons,  of  the  protestaot  reli* 
gion,  for  ever;  to  be  nominated,  chosen  and 
elected  as  follows,  viz.  the  said  trustees  to  doibw 
nate  and  cbuse  two  poor  men  and  two  poot 
women,  who  should  live  in  Ackworth,  and  two 
poor  men  and  two  poor  women,  who  sboidd 
live  in  Pontefract,  and  also  one  other  women^ 
who  should  live  in  either  of  the  said  townships^ 
to  be  the  servant  of  the  said  eight  poor  persons^ 
and  to  wait  and  attend  upon  tbem  as  socb; 
and  whichr  said  eight  poor  persons,  and  their 
servant,  should  from  time  to  time  have  the  said 
interest,  produce  and  dividends,  paid  eqnally 
amongst  them,  share  and  share  alike. 

And  the  said  testator  wills  and  declares  that 
no  married  person  shall  be  capable  of  being 
elected  one  of  the  said  nine  person,  and  that 
if  any  of  them  do  aflerwaixfe  marry,  that  socb 
person  shall  cease  to  have  any  share  in  the 
said  produce  and  dt^idenids^  and  be  displaced 
from  having  any  benefits  or  advantage. 

And  he  also  gives  the  said  trustees  power 
to  displace  any  of  the  said  persons  guilty  of 
any  immorality,  misconduct  or  bad  befaa«ionr. 
Aind  also  to  fill  up  vacancies,  so  as  these  sbaU 
always  be  therein  two  poor  men  and  two 
poor  women,  belongmg  to  emh  of  the  said 
townships  of  Ackworth  and  Pontefract,  and  a 
maid  servant* 
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And  he  pVes  the  Bdid  trustees  a  discretionary 
power  ai  to  the  best  method  of  perpetuating 
and  peffohniDg  the  trusts  of  bis  will^  and  all 
matters  and  things  relating  thereto. 

On  Febi  9^  177S,  the  trustees  held  their 
flust  meeting,  to  pilt  the  said  will  in  execution, 
and  sooti  afterwards  purchased  a  piece  of  ground 
in  Northgate^  and  built  a  handsome  house  thereon» 
udderr  the  direction  of  the  said  Mr.  Saltonstall. 

On  Oct.  25,  1779,  the  teid  hospital  being 
feady  for  the  receptimi  of  Its  intended  inhabi-* 
teiMS,  the  trustees  nominated  eight  poor  persons 
and  a  servant  to  dwell  therein,  according  to 
the  said  with  dnd  ordered  them  to  be  t>aid  ten 
Aiilliogs  each  every  calendar  month. 

The  V^k^moies  arising  by  death  or  otherwisd 
bate  been  regularly  filled  up  iVom  time  to  time, 
and  the  trustees  have  laid  out  the  testator's 
estate  in  the  pdrchAse  of  South  Sea  annuities, 
the  dividends  of  which  are  paid  monthly  to  the 
poor  people  of  this  hospital,  now  amounting  td 
fifteen  shillings  each  person;  and  the  trusteed 
take  care  to  keep  their  respective  apartments 
dean  and  in  good  repair,  rendering  this  place 
a  desirable  and  oomfbrtable  retreat  to  old  age 
and  infirmity* 

The  King's  Free  Grammar  School 

Few  of  our  kings  deserve  so  much  the  grate- 
fiil  remembrance  of  the  nation  as  young  £d- 
trard  VI.  If  the  importftnce  of  a  reign  be  es- 
timated from  the  general  good  that  results  from 
H,  hfe  reign,  though  short,  is  one  of  the  most 
hniMrtAnt  in  the  annals  of  Bfit^.    It  is  true 

Fff  * 


403  rn^oKY  OP  v6^m.ifkkcf. 

it  was  not  distinguished  by  splendid  conqntets; 
by  tlie  enlargement  of  the  national  territory, 
at  the  expence  of  thousands  of  its  inhabitants; 
but  it  is  rendered  remarkable  by  the  progress 
of  the  reformation.;  by  the  piety  and  benevo- 
lence uniformly  displayed  $  by  the  wisdom  of 
those  establishments,  which  yet  continue  to  in- 
struct and  bless  the  rising  generation. 

His  father,  Harry,  capricious  and  inconstant, 
acted  rather  from  the  impulse  of  passion,  than 
from  the  cool  and  delibeiate  dictates  of  wisdom; 
and  though  he  threw  off  the  yoke  of  the  pope's 
supremacy,  he  assumed  it  hinf$elf»  and  unmercifully 
shed  the  blood  of  those  subjects  who  veio^tured 
in  the  least  to  deviate  from  the  creed  which  he 
prescribed.  The  spoils  of  the  Catholic  Church 
filled  his  coffers;  and  the  patronage  he  enjoyed^ 
as  head  of  the  church  he  established,  gave  him 
additional  power,  and  every  thing  in  church 
and  state  was  subject  to  his  despotic  wilh  Ed^ 
ward,  in  every  thing  the  reverse  of  his  father, 
temperate,  phaste,  humble  and  pious,  bad  the 
wisdom  to,  follow  the  advice,  of  his  counsellors, 
and  the  inclination  to  execute  the  .plans  which 
they  formed.  Hence  arose  tl)ose,  excellent  instir 
tutions,  Free  Grammar  Schools ;  and  few  were  the 
towns  of  any  importance,  but  what  had  in  this 
reign  such  schools  erected  and  endowed.  One 
was  erected  here,  in  the  second  year  of  his 
reign,  and  various  others  wiU)in  the  Honour  of 
Pontefract.  * 

The  endowment  of  this  school  was  smdl;  the 
sum  of  fifty-nine  shillings  only  being  annually  al- 
lowed to  the  schoolmaster.  It  continued  without 
any  alteration  till  the  Hfth  of  Elizabeth,  when  com- 
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plaint  was  made  of  the  inattention  and  negligence 
of  the  schoolmaster,  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Dut- 
chy,  and  in  consequence  the  right  to  present  a 
suitable  maj^ter  was  vested  in  the  mayor  and  alder- 
men.    The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  grant» 

*'  And  forasmuch  as  we  are  crediWy  in- 
formed that  the  schoolmaster,  which  now  sen- 
veth  in  the  same,  does  not  his  endeavour  and 
diligence  in  the  due  eddcation  and  bringing  up 
of  young  children  there,  according  to  the  trust 
committed  to  him.  We  therefore  considering 
the  same,  minding  reformation  thereof,  and  also 
good  education  and  bringing  up  of  young  chil- 
dren in  virtue  and  godly  learning.  And  having 
a  trnst  and  confidence  in  bur  mayor  and  com*^ 
burgesses,  or  chief  burgesses,  of  the  said  town, 
now  for  the  time  being,  and  which  hereafter 
shall  be.  Do  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  saccesscrs,  by  the  advice  and  consent  of  our 
chancellor  and  council  of  our  said  dutchy, 
anthot^iae  our  said  mayor  and  comburgesses 
of  our  said  town,  for  tjie.  tim6  being, 
and  which  hereafter  shall  bd,  tlmt  they  from 
time  to  time  from  henceforth  shall  by  their  di^ 
rection  and  wisdom  appoint  such  a  sober, 
discreet,  learned,  able  person  to  serve  and 
be  a  schoolmaster  in  the  said  town,  as  to  them 
shall  seem  good  and  best  for  the  education  and 
bringing  np  of  young  children  there  from  time 
to  time,  in  virtue  and  godly  learning  and  edu- 
cation, as  they  will  answer  for  him  from  time  to 
time  at  their  peril." 

No  addition  was  made  to  the  endowment 
till  the  twenty-fifth  of  Elizabeth,  when  on  the 
.petition  of  ^oniface  ^Savage  and  others,  several 
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small  endowmefit^  of  schools^  wbioh  htA  been 
wholly  negleQtedf  were  appropriated  to  this,  that 
a  roaster  Q?ery  way  qualified  to  t?sioh  apd  ia^ 
struct  the  risiog  gworatioo  might  be  obtainecU 
Thia  grant  is  too  ourioua  to  be  oqiittedi  as  it 
contains  some  interesting  particulars  respecting 
the  town  and  eastle.  After  reoiting  what  bad 
been  done  by  Edward,  and  noticing  the  small 
salary  allowed  to  the  master,  it  goes;  on, 

<^  Whereupon  the  chancellor  and  ooubc9  of 

this   court   persuading   themaelves    that    if  thf 

amall  stip^ncd  were  collected  and  put  together, 

the  same  would  maintain  a  meet,  learned  and 

mflgQient  schoolmaster  and    usher,  whicb   wera 

not  only  a  matter  very  laudable,   but   also  a 

great  benefit  to  the  eountfy»  and  weighing  and 

considering    how    the    Queen's    most    excellent 

M^esty  is.  and  always  hath  been,  of  her  princely 

disposition  naturaUy  inclined,  and  ready  to  nQ^ 

ture  and   further   the    edneatton   of    youth    In 

learning,  virtue  and  godly  lifieu     And  for  that 

the  said    borougl^  and   town  of  Pontehmet,    i> 

9W  of  th€  greatest  and  moH  populow  batottgki 

qf  her  Majesty's  said  dutchy  in  those  parts,  in 

which    tmm    there    is    the    uast    statdy    castk 

and   meetest  house  for  her  Majesty,    her  hmi 

and  successors,  to  resort  unto  in  those  northern 

parts  ot  Eng^nd,  and  yet  the  said  toMPo  of  kte 

is  very  poor  and  most  decayed,  being  the  moit 

meet  and  convenient  place    in   those   parts  to 

have  and  maintain  a  Free  Grammar  School,  whirk 

shall  greatly  tend  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of 

her  Majesty.     And  that  hereby  her  Majesty's 

lenity   there  shall  in  respect  thereof  daily  hare 

mo$t  occasion  to  remember  her  highness'a  godty. 
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diantnUe,  virtuous   rod  princrfy  acts,    and  be 
daily  ^orad  up  and  stirred  continuiJly  to  pray 
for  the  long  and  happy  continuance  of  her  most 
royal    person.      In    consideration    wbei'eof    the 
chancdlor  and  council  of  this  honourable  court, 
having  well  and   deliberately  considered  of   tlie 
premises,    and   thinking  it  very  meet  and  con- 
venient as  well  for  the  maintenance  and  augmeo** 
tation  of  the  said  Free  Grammar  School  in  Pour 
tefraot,  as  for  the  causes  and  considerations  afore** 
said,  at  the  humble  suit  of  Boniface  Savage  and . 
others,  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Pour 
tefract.    And  forasmuch  as  the  said  Boniface  Sa^ 
vage,  as  well  for  himself  as  in  the  name  of  all 
others   the  inhabitants  of    Pontefract    aforesaid, 
hath   undertaken   and   faithfully   promised    unto 
the    said    chancellor    and    council    at    his    or 
their    own    cost    to   make   and    furnish    a   fair 
sdiooUhouse  within  the  said  town  of  Pontefractt 
which  shall  be  a  sufficient,  meet  and  able  place 
for  that  purpose;  and  the  said  sphooUhouse  so 
furnished  fi-om  time  to  time  to  maintain,  repair 
and  continue  for  ever;  Do  in  this  present  term 
of  Easter  in  the  five  and  twentieth  year  of  bar 
Majesty's    reign,    order  and    decree  in  manner 
and  form  following,  first  that   there  shall  be  a 
Free  Grammar  School  continued  witjiin  the  said 
town  of  Pontefraot,  and  a  godly  learned  school* 
master  and  oshei*   to  be  chosen  from    time  to 
time  to  teach  and  instruct  the  youth  there,  and 
that   the  same  Grammar  School  for  the  better 
memorial  of  her  Majesty's   most  gracious,    vir« 
tuous    and  princely    disposition  for    the  careful 
bringing   up   of  youth   in   learning,    piety  and 
godly  life,  shall  be  called  by  the  name,  of  Tha 
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most  excellent  Princess  Queen  Elizabeth's  Free 
School  in  Pontefract.     And  that  the  said  yearly 
fitipend  and  pension^  amounting  to  the   sum  of 
twenty-five  pounds  seven  shillings  and   twopence 
of  lawful  money  of  England,  shall  hereafter  du- 
ring   the    continuance    of   the    said    Grammar 
School  be  yearly  paid  and  allowed  to  the  mas- 
ter and  usher  of  the  said  school  and   their  suc- 
cessors there  for  the  time  being,  in  manner  and 
form  as  hereafter  by  this  present  decree  is  set 
down  and  declared.     Also  that  The  Right  Ho- 
nourable Sir   Ralph  Sadler,    Knight,  now .  chan- 
cellor  and    all  others    which    hereafter    shall   be 
chancellors  of  the   said  dutchy   shall  from  time 
to    time    nominate   and    appoint    one    suflBcieat 
meet   and  able    man  to   be    schoolmaster  there, 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  Queen's  Majesty  her 
heirs  and    successors,    who    for   his  stipend    and 
wages  shall  have  twenty  pounds   parcel   of    the 
said  twenty-five  pounds  seven  shillings  and  two- 
pence, to  be  paid  unto  the  said  schoolmaster  by 
the  hands  of  the  particular  receiver  of  the  Honour 
of  Pontefract  for  the  time  being,   at  two  usual 
terms  in  the  year,   that  is  to  say,  at  the  feast 
of  St.  Michael  the  archangel  and  the  annuncia- 
tion   of  our    blessed    Virgin    Mary,    or    within 
fifty    day^  next  after   either   of  the  said    feasts 
by  even   portions,  and  that  the  residue  of  the 
said  sum  of  twenty<rfive  pounds  seven  shillings  and 
twopence  be  paid  in  manner  and  form    aforesaid 
to  one    meet    and   sufficient  man   to    be  usher 
there,  to  be  from  time  to  time  elected  and  chosen 
by  the  mayor  and  brethren  of  the  town  of  Pon- 
tefract, with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  school- 
master there  for  the  time  being.    An<}  that  this 
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order  Md  decree  shall  be  a  sufficient  warrant  and« 
discharge  a^  well  to  the  said  particular  receiver 
of  our  said  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen's  Majesty 
her  heirs  and  successors  of  her  and  their  pos- 
sessions^  parcel  of  her  Highnesses  dutchy  of  Lan- 
caster in  the  said  county  of  York  for  the  time  ' 
being,  both  for  the  true  payment  yearly  to  the 
said  schoolmaster  of  and  in  the  said  towa 
of  Pontefract  and  bis  and  their  successors  for 
the  time  being,  being  schoolmaster  of  the  said 
Grammar  School  for  the  said  sum  of  twenty- 
pounds,  during  so  long  time  as  he  or  they  or 
any  of  them  shall  continue  schoolmaster  or 
schoolmasters  of  the  said  Grammar  School.  And 
also  to  the  usher  there  for  the  time  being  for 
the  true  payoient  yiearly  of  the  said  sum  of  five 
pounds  seven  shillings  and  twopence,  during  so 
long  a  time  as  the  said  uslier  shall  continue 
there.  And  also  to  the  auditor  of  the  posses* 
sions  of  the  dutchy  in  the  north  parts  for  the 
time  being,  U>  make  unto  the  receiver  due  and 
reasonable  allowance  yearly  of  and  for  the  pay-* 
ment  of  the  said  sums  or  yearly  pensions  ac« 
cordiogly.  Provided  always  that  if  at  ahy  time 
hereafter  it  shall  be  thought  good  to  her  Ma- 
jesty her  heirs  and  successors  to  determine  afler« 
wards  to  withdraw  or  diminish  this  her  Majesty's 
most  gracious  gift,  or  that  the  said  mayor  or 
brethren  shall  be  negligent  or  remiss  in  the 
well  repairing  or  maintenance  of  the  said 
school-house,  or  in  furnishing  of  the  same  as 
is  before  premised  and  appointed,  that  then  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  chancellor  and 
council  of  the  said  dutchy  for  the  time  being 
either  to  s^  the  saaie  redressed  and  reformed^ 
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or  etas  tx>  call  iis  and  make  fritttnite  tbis'  pra» 
^nt  order  and  decree,  My  thing  herem  eon* 
tamed  or  specified  to  the  contrary  nottvtthstatid- 
ing*  We  have  given  and  specified  by  theae  pre- 
sents  the  ibrm  of  the  aforesaid  decree  and  or« 
der,  at  the  request  of  the  aforesaid  Boniface 
Savage  and  otlier  inhabitants  of  Pontefract*  In 
witness  of  whi^^h  we  have  made  these  our  leU 
ters  patent.  Given  at  onr  palace  at  Westmimter, 
under  the  seal  of  our  dutchy  of  Lancaiter^  the 
last  day  of  April  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  our 
feign." 

From  this  period  the  school  continued  te 
flourish,  or  otherwise,  according  to  the  talentt 
and  indostry,  or  inattention  and  neglect,  of  the 
tarioud  masters  appointed.  The  above  grant  or 
cliarter  took  from  the  mayor  and  eomburgense^ 
the  right  of  appointing  the  schoohnarter)  and 
soch  right  reniained  with  the  diancellor  of  the 
distchy«  The  trchoolmaster  was  only  to  be  pro^ 
perly  qualified  for  his  office  i  noi^  was  he  in 
the  leai^t  bound  or  resttricted  to  any  partacalar 
branches  of  instroetioi}. 

In  the.  lapse  of  a  centnry  tlie  school  again 
lierll  into  decay^  and  for  some  years  no  iobAiI* 
maater  applied  for  the  appointment.  The  Inba* 
bitants,  desirons  to  restore  thfs  foundation^  and 
to  render  it  permanently  nsefuU  again  petitioned 
the  dutchy  court,  and  engaged  to  rebnild  thd 
icbool  and  to  purchase  or  erect  a  house  for  the 
residence  of  the  schoolma^er.  The  petition  of 
the  inhabitants  was  graclon^ly  received^  and  ia 
the  thirty-second  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  tte 
school  was  refounded;  and  a  charter  was  granted 
containing  rules  and  regulation  fyf  ita  better 
government  in  future. 


%  Urn  cbari^  the  mayor^  tqoorder,  riden* 
meiiK  mid  tluft  vu;ar  are  appointed  curators;  aad 
tboir  office  is  to  sup^piotend  the  &aid  scbool,. 
ud  to-  aee  that  the  rujas  and  regulatioos^  ao*^ 
Msi^d  tQ  the  said  charter  are  strict^  observed* 

The  appointment  of  the  schooliQaster  is  v^ 
aorved  to  tt^  cbanqfllor  of  th^  datcby^   Hmt  jas 
a  necessary  qualificatioa  for  $ucb  appoiiatnoei^t}  > 
he  must  have  taken  the  3tate>  aod^  degree  of  im^ 
tap  oi  arta  or  baohelor  of  lativa  ia  one  ofi  the 

Tim  wm\m  of :  boys  on  this  fonndatbn  is 
ftuwteen^  -one  of  which  ki  to^  be  taken 
firqwilbe  Charity  Scbool,  aof]  edtiea^  free  from 
itt  e^pencei^  the  remainder  are  t^  pay  one 
geineai  :per  ammm  fy^  beii^  taught  the  Greek 
a«4  i^tin  lai^agesi  aiMi  s«^  at  learn  writinf 
and  aritbm^ie  aie  tOi  pay  we  guineai  inorei 
The  :adkDisiioa  oC  vueb  liM^a  k  made  bgr  bt4kt 
amoiig  the  oiiralors^  and  the  boy  that  baf  a 
iMliorHy  is<  eieeiad.  Bab  m  bioy  can  be.'OhoaM 
MkM  the  pAMttts  ar«  kgaUy  settled  in  the 
tomiships  of  Pontefract  pr  Tanshelf. 

The  schoolmaster  i$  no'l  permitted  to  te^cb 

^Tht»  clauM  af  ttiQ  dharttr;  h^  IMliiig  tb?  ol^jedi  of 
^Mea^  Mat  wiCmily  opimiii  ugainn.  tke  proiporky.  of  te 
b$liiuUo|i*  TImm)  ^gynmn  wk>  bivo  bceq  troiiw^  Hp  ia 
lb%  habit  of  iMChing,  «iid  to  wbmo.  the  iostnwtion  of  youtk 
hu:  bfffaiiH)  Ae  ehkif  object  of  «ttontu>ii,  ar«  gcnerallj  mueb 
hiMiin  ^liiilifarf  for  sttah  an  ofiieo  than  graduates  in  the  unir 
wnkju  ShoiiM  fiueh  graduates  have  devoted  their  time  to  the 
aMdjr<of.  tiw/  dasaief^  aai  dwiiU  they  haive  attemed  geiwviil 
koowMget'  tteir  inexperiefice  in  the  art  of  teachiag  will  reiir 
de^'  \k  en  irksonie  taf k^  in  ^hicb  they  engage  with  reluctancei* 
and  from  Mrbiok  they  di^mit  wttfi  pleamro.  Whoever  fiamed  thif 
(AarfteiUif  tbey.  had  cQMdted  the  interest  oi  the  town,  should  have 
iflioiaMeoy  do'Kiriottn^  pieiiedy  quaUfed^eligiUotQthftoCcc 

egg  * 
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the  English  Grammar,  Writing  and  Arithmetic, 
separate  from  the  learned  languages*;  but  is 
obliged  to  take  any  other  boys,  besides  those 
On  the  foundation,  belonging  to  the  towns  of 
Pontefract  and  Tanshelf,  for  the  additional  sum 
of  otie  guinea. 

AH  the  children  are  to  be  instructed  in  the 
Protestant  i^ligion,  accordirijg  to  the  rites  and 
ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England. 

John  Friestohf,  Of  Altofts,  in  this  county, 
gave  some  lands  in  this  town  to  the  University 
College,  Oxfordj  fer  thii  m^nlenance  of  one 
fellow  or  exiiibittoner,  to  receive  out  of  them 
ten  pounds^  si  year;  bSsidfes  the  use  of  a  chaitlber 
and  exemptions  from  all  d^r^lvient^.  He  built 
and  enddwed  A  Free  'S&Ik>oI  at  NoHmamton. 
He  left  five  hundred  pouridd  to  'f^urchiise  l#eiily 
five  pounds  a  yeav,  for  ihh  maintenam^  of  one 
fellow  ^nd  tt^o  scholarly  in  Eih^nw^rs  CMIege, 
Cambridge;  the  said  fellow  lirid  ^holak-$;to  be 
itent  out  of  NornoantOny  ^nd  '<of  want  0f  sach 
there^  then  out  of  the  Fi<ee  Schools  of  Fcmte- 

*.  This  rule  narrows  find  confjnes  the  advantages  -of  this 
school.  Many  in  the  town  might  wish  to  have  their  diildren 
taught  Engli!^,  writing  and  aUitMmetid;  withoM  bdng  put  to 
tlie  ekpence  of  a  das^ical  edncalidn/i  'By  thb  rale  #ie  diildieii 
of  the  greatest  part  of  the  inbabitantji  are  whofl^  d^ved  of 
any  benefit  from  this  Grammar  School.  Would  it  not  be  a 
general  advantage  to  this  school  if  such  clauses  Were  disannul^ 
led?  Would  it  not  be  wise  and  prudent  in  the  ifthabfianfi 
to  apply  to  the-Dutchy  Courts  that  sueh^  other  fegu^mtt 
might  be  adopted  as  would  render  tlie  Free  Gramitiar  Schoal 
an  institution  of  general  utility?'  While  this  charter  remains, 
and  the  limitations  it  contains  are  in  practice  regarded,  k 
will  never  be  of  any  essential  advantage  to  the  town.    ' 

f  He  was  descended  from  an  ancient  family^  tbe  Loitis  of 
Mendbam>  in  SuflUk,  and  died  the  ^Tth  of  filieabedir,  1594w 


fi^act,  Wakefield,  ILe^flnd  Aot^erbaoEi^  pr  any 
part  of  the  county.      i. 

the  Charity  School. 

It  is  not  certain  .when»  or  by  wfaom,  thig 
ficbodl  wast  first  ereeted.  There  is  .no  mentioti 
of  sudi  a  school  prior  to  the  year  1709.  Wil-» 
liam.  Earl  of  Straiibrd^  by  wiH,  dated  the  9th 
of  September,  ^695,  oiit  of  bis  favourable  and 
charilable  disposition,  to  this  toWn,  gave  and 
devised  unto  the  mayor  and  aldermen  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  pounds/  tovrards  the  repairs  of 
the  great  church,  if  the  trustees,  named  in  bis 
will,  should  be  well  assured  on  payment  tha^eof 
that  the  said  church  would  be  repaired,  and 
constantly  used  as  other  churches  were  .for  the 
performance  of  divine  service.     . 

In  the  year-  M/b%'  there  being  no  likelihood 
of  this  church  b^g  repaired,  the  Honourable 
Thomas  Wentworth,  the  residuary  legatee  of  the 
said  Earl  of  Strafford,  iii  regard  to  the  memory 
and  pious  intentions  of  the  said  Earl,  and  wash** 
ing  that  the  said  two  hundred  poimds  might 
be  employed  for  charitable  purposes,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  of  Pontefract,  instead 
of  applying  it  to  bis  own  use,  as  he  certainly 
might  have  done,  paid  this  sum  to  the  cor- 
poration, on  their  giving  a  proper  indem- 
hity,  to  the  intent  that  the  interest  thereof 
might  be  annually  employed  in  and  about 
some  good  charitable  undertaking  within  the 
said  town,  either  in  setting  up  a  school  or  a 
ivorkhouse. 

In  cousequence  thereof  the  corporatioin,  by 
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de^  dfttedl  the  d5th  August,  1709»  «fttr  iKcHwg 
the  above  particulars,  did  graot  th«  three  cloea^ 
called  Town's  Closes,  to  the  said  HoDoorable 
Thomas  Wentiforth»  and  his  legal  representar 
tives,  as  an  indemnity  for  the  payment  of  the 
said  8MB;  and  it  was  by  ibe  saoie  deed  de- 
clared that  the  mayor,  recorder,  vicar  •nd  4he 
two  senior  aldermen  of  Poolefracl»  for  tb^  tidie 
heidg,  should  be  trostees  t^  nMtnage^  expend 
and  lay  oat  the  said  mtef^st  monies  for  the 
benefit  of  sach  Charity  Schnel  or  Wockfaowe. 

The  said  timstees  were  diso  impowered  to 
lay  oat  tthe  said  two  htindred  ponnda  in  X\m 
purchase  of  land,  «Bd  4ilpp1y  the  fente  to  the 
purposes  aforesMd^  atid  m  ciae  the  laid  cfauroh 
tbonld  be  cebuik.  the  lands  en  pnrchaaed  wem 
dedamd  faMe  to  the  pajnnent  of  4he  aaid  twn 
hundred  pounds. 

This  bequest  appears  t0  fev^e  Jaid  4he  A>un* 
dation  fof  the  Chnrifty  .School,  it  «nnnot  be 
doubted  bnt  the  pessons  mentioned  l«d  ^ettt 
the  money  in  land,  fcr  l^hioh  4and  they  of 
oOnrse  beoamt  tnislees.  The  Mlowiaf  it  a 
Kst  of  the  donfiiUon^  inokisire  of  the  4d>0¥e, 
irhich  hswe  loeen  miKle  to  this  echoel^  and 
Hrfwtever  lands  nrete  purchased  with  such  ^ona*- 
tifons  tbey  must  haw  been  anveated  in  4fae  Mine 
trust  *. 


*  Though  there  can  lie  no  doubt  that  the  persons 
tToned  in  (he  deed  of  release  are  tlie  legal  tnisteH  <S  Ihe 
UEnds  belonging  tb  this  charity^  It  is  singular  ^ihat  tkty  nre  mfk 
ia  posftessiofi  of  any  oae  AmI  of  iciNivejaiioe.  it  ik  n«l  )N» 
bMe,  that  -da  the  death  of  Recorder  Ffaak*  whea  |be  ifioa 
which  he  had  kept  here  was  given  up,  and  all  the  wati^gs 
in  his  possession  were  conveyed  to  CampsaUj  aidi  deeds  wen 
conveyed  also? 
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Hott.  Tbo.'WentwKmi),  Aug.  S5,  1790,  SOO 

P«iertrt«  Ward,  Esq.  Feb.  7,  1711, 

Mr.  Wm.  Stctbles,  Alderman, 

Mr.  Jtmeph  Lo(}ge,  Sep.  d,  1712, 

Mm.  Elizabeth  Adams,  Dec.  12,  1713, 

MadamSaTH,Wiieof  J.Savil,  Esq.  J«m. 

Mr&&nRihSlntrpass,Widow,A»g.  1716, 

fteiemias  Ward,  -Esq.  to  put  out  ap-)^     ^    #    #» 

pMotioes,  Aug.  %  171/7,  J      a    x    o 

BatieBtius  WaiMl,  Esq.  for  the  saiae)      a    «    » 

fwrpose,  Ai^.  2,  171ft,  J      a   18    « 

Mrs.  •CallKrine  FaviU  172^ 

Mrs.  Anae  Viokers,  bgr  wtU,  May  2<l,) 

1722.  J 

Mr.  itickard  ShiHitae,  late  cf  SbarlO 

st«a,  Sep.  21,  1724,  j 

PaUeslias  Ward,  Esq.  Oct.  1, 1725, 

Mrs.  Sarah  Cayley,  Nov.  26«  1725, 

Mr.  John  Staveley,  Nor.  26, 1728, 

From  an  unkaowa  persoq,  Dec  1^) 

1728,  J 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Frank,  by  will,  May  3, ) 

1728.  ) 

Xtrs.  Anije  Lowther,  AprillS,  1729, 

Mr.  Wilson,  July  2, 1729, 

John  Lowther,  Esq.  by  will,  Oct.  IB,") 

1731,  3 

Mrs.  "Elizabeth  Perfect^  Jan.  5, 1731, 

Mr.  Solomon  Bapeir,  June  4, 1732, 

Mrs.  Mary  Kellam,  Dec.  28, 1 732, 

From   an  unknown  person.  May  27,  ">     an    n    « 

1736,  S 

Mr.  Scholey,  educated  as  a  Charity )    loo    o    ^ 

Bby,  §    , 

£m8  14    tt 
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This'  Charity  School,  besides  the  donations 
made  to  it,  has  receive  considerable  ^ppoll 
from  annual  subscribers;  and  every  annual  suIh 
scriber  of  one  guinea,  has  acted  in  conjunction 
with  tlie  proper  trustees,  in  the  regulation  and 
management  of  the  said  school.  The  conduct 
of  the  trustees,  in  relinquishing  their  exclusive 
right  of  manageynent,  deserves  conmiendation. 
They  have  acted  on  the  obvious  principle^  that 
ivhen  men  voluntarily  give  their  money  for  any 
pharitable  purpose,  they  have  a  right  to  see  that 
it  be  propei4y  applied.  By  this  conduct  annual 
subscriptions  are  encouraged,  as  the  subscribers 
have  full  liberty  to  recommend  the  children  of 
the  poor  to  the  benefit  of  this  charity. 

After  the  establishment  of  this  institution,  for 
some  time  the  children  of  the  poor  were  only 
instructed  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic, 
free  from  all  expenoe;  but  the  donations  and 
private  subscriptions  at  length  enabled  the  trus- 
tees, not  only  to  educate,  but  to  clothe  the 
boys  and  girls  admitted  on  this  charity. 

A  house,    situate   in    Micklegate,    was   pur-    i 
chased  for  the  xpaster  of .  this    school ;    and   m    i 
the  year  1779  the  present  spacious  school-room 
was  erected  on   the  ground  behind  it« 

When  i\\e  King's  Grammar  School  was  re- 
funded, the  trustees  of  thi^  charity  appropriated 
one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  from  its  fund^ 
towards  the  erection  of  the  said  Grammar  School. 
The  numbef  of  boys  and  girls  admitted  on 
this  foundation  is  regulated  by  the  state  of  its 
finances.  It  is  usual  for  the  children  adniitted 
to  receive  their  coats  and  gowns,  and  one  pair 
«f  shoes  on  St.  Thomas*  days  their  shifts,  sbirU 
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and  another  pair  of  shoes  at  Midsuqcim^r;  the 
girls  th^ir  aprons,  handkerchief^  and  •  caps  at 
Easter;  and  the  two  ol^dest  girls  alternately  at- 
tend in  the  house  of  the  master,  in  order  to 
learn   the  necessary  work.         .     .  , 

Children  are  admitte(|  into  this  school  at 
the  age  of  eight  yeaTjS,.  and  remain  until  they 
are  fourteen;  and  if  l;hen  put  out  apprentice  it 
is  the'  custom  to  give  one  guinea  along  with 
theni.  .       . 

The  following  is  fin  account  of  lands,  &ci 
now  belonging  to  this  Charity  School^  exclusive 
of  the  annual  subscriptions. 


LANDS,    &C, 

A  .close  in  Purstori  Row, 

Do.    '  do.     '      .    . 

Do.  and  piece  in  ftqniietlngs, 

Do/atBaghiU;       '     ;/;      \     * 

Do.  in  Darrington  Lane, 

Do.  in  Upper  Taythes,^ 

A  Garden  in  Bailey-gafe, 

Do.  -nprlhward,  

Three  iiigjits  of  a  close  at  Dar-V 

nnMqn,  le\,  for  ^d.  per  ann») 
A  ciWje  at  Darrington,  ^ 
Do,  under  Wenthill. 
Do.  at  <pu;tsyke, 
Ladjf  Betty  Hasting,  annually. 
An  antiij^i  payment  out  of  land  ) 

atFerryb.  by  Dr.  Jefferson,) 
Do.  hy  Mr.  Popplewell,  out  of » 


land  at  Spittle*Gap, 
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BEQUESTS  AND  DONATIONS. 

Talbot's  Charity. 

In  the  thirty-second  of  EKzalieth,  (1590,) 
George  Talbot,  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  by  his  will 
of  this  dUte,  appointed  the  sum  of  two  bun* 
dred  pounds,  to  be  yearly  employed  for  ever 
tinto  the  benefit  of  the  poorest  artificers  in  the 
town  of  Pontefract,  for  the  increase  ot  trade  and 
occupations  there,  that  is  to  say,  that  the  mayor 
of  the  said  town  and  his  brethren,  or  the  major 
part  of  them  with  the  mayor,  by  the  assent  of 
the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  tor  the  time  being, 
shall  upon  Monday  in  Whitsun  week,  pay  and 
lend  to  every  poor  artificer  of  the  same  town, 
so  far  as  the  said  money  will  extend,  fivf 
pounds  for  the  term  of  three  years  next  folr 
lowing^  putting  in  good  and  sumqient  security 
for  tlit  repayment  thereof*. 

Sayk^s  Dole. 

Mr.  Thomas  Sayle»  mentioned  as  a  beuefitctor 
Ip  St;.  Nicholas'  Hospital,  by  his  said  wiH^  Jtane 
8,  1673,  gave  one  hundred  pounds  to  the  poor  of 
Pontefhact,  the  interest  of  which  to  be  dEstributed 

*  DugpaIpb's  Baron.  WheUier  Uiis  bcquerti  cf  tfce  GiH 
of  Shrewsbury  was  ever  paid  to  Uie  ma)  or,  and,  diiyxMad  ^ 
ih  tlie  manner  directed,  h  not  known.  There  H  n^  a  word 
fdating^to  the  above  bequest  in  any  of- the  boolu  b6w  belong 
ing  to  the  corporation ;  and  if  the  two  hundred  poitnda  ba^cver 
been  appropriated  accerdtng  ,lo  the.  will  of  the  taid  Iad»  it 
hat  been  lost  eidier  for  want  of  suiScieBt  MPirily  for  tbi^  i^ 
payment  thereof  when  lent  to  poor  artificers,  'or  unjustly  <p 
plied  to  some  other  purpose. 
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amongst  tbem  by  the  mayor  and  vicar,  ror  the 
time  being,  every  Christmas  for  ever. 

The  said  Thomas  Sayle  omitted  to  appoint 
trustees  to  receive  the  said  one  hundred  pounds, 
on  ^hicb  account  a  commission  for  pious  uses 
was  held  at  Snaith,  and  an  inquisition  taken  the 
I8th  April,  1674,  and  it  was  decreed  that  John 
Franks  Esq.  then  mayor,  Samuel  Drake,  D.  D. 
and  William  Wilkinson,  should  stand  and  be 
trustees  to  receive  the  same,  and  that  it  should 
remain  a  stock  for  ever,  and  the  income  and 
profits  thereof  be  distributed  yearly,  by  the 
mayor  and  the  minister  of  the  town,  for  the 
time  being,  and  their  successors  for  ever. 

Some  years  afterwards  the  trustees  applied 
the  money  to  different  purposes  than  those  in^ 
tended  by  the  donor,  and  another  commission 
for  pious  uses  was  held  at  Barnsley,  on  the  2nd 
June,  1678,  and  a  decreetal  order  was  then 
made  that  the  said  one  hundred  pounds  should 
be  paid  to  Mr.  Thomas  Jackson,  then  mayor, 
Mr.  Drake,  then  vicar,  Rk^hard  Lyle,  Hastings 
Sayle  and  Thomas  Sayle,  who  soon  after  the 
receipt  thereof  should  purchase  land  of  inherit- 
ance of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  six  pounds, 
to  the  use  of  the  said  Richard  Lyte,  Hastings 
Sayle  and  Thomas  Sayle,  the  mayor  and  vicar 
of  Pbntefract,  duriqg  the  natural  lives  of  Richard 
Lyle,  Hastings  Sayle  and  Thomas  Sayle,  and 
after  their  decease  to  the  use  of  the  said  mayor 
and  vicar  for  the  time  being,  and  their  succes- 
sors for  ever,  in  trust,  nevertheless  to  and  for 
the  charitable  use  aforesaid. 

The  said  one  hundred  pounds  was  afterwards 
received  by  the  said   Hastings  Sayle,   who  pur- 
H  h  h  * 
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chased  the  dose  hereafter  mentioned  therewith, 
and  by  his  will,  dated  July  23,  17^1,  did  give 
and  devise  unto  the  poor  of  Pontefract,  one 
close  in  Purston  Jackiin,  called  Lady  Close, 
then  in  the  possession  of  Robert  Lorryman,  in 
lieu  and  consideration  of  and  satisfaction  for 
the  said  one  hundred  pounds,  so  received  by 
the  testator,  Hastings  Sayle,  and  given  by  the 
/said  Thomas  Sajfle  as  aforesaid. 

To  the  intent  and  purpose  that  the  mayor 
and  vicar  of  Pontefract,  for  the  time  being, 
and  their  successors  for  ever,  might  annually  re- 
ceive the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  then  about 
six  pounds,  and  distribute  the  same  yearly  at 
Christmas^ 

September  11,  1722,  Mr.  WUliam  Kitching- 
ham,  by  deed,  confirmed  the  title  of  the  above 
close  to  the  said  mayor  and  vicar,  and  their 
successors  for  ever,  in  trust  for  the  uses  before 
mentioned. 

Tlw  Corporation's  Request. 

The  corporation  of  Pontefract  purchased  eight 
acres  and  a  hs^lf  of  land,  (query  if  not  a  close 
at  Purston-Row  of  six  acres  two  rood  and  ten 
perches,  and  a  close  in  West  Field,  of  two  acres 
one  rood  and  twelve  perches,)  in  the  West  Field, 
of  William  York,  Esq.  and  Mrs.  HeptinstaOi 
for  the  use  of  the  poor  for  ever. 

Mr.  John  Acasler^s  Bequest 

Mr.  John  Acaster,  by  his  will,  gave  three 
bushels  of  wheat,  to  be  paid  annually  out  of  the 


HISTORY  OF  PONTEFHACT.  Al9 

rents  and  profits  of  his  house  and  garden  in 
Micklegate,  (now  the  eastern  part  of  Mr.  Sea- 
ton's  house  and  yard,)  to  be  distributed  every 
Christmas^  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  for  ever, 
to  as  many  poor  widows  in  Micklegate  as  they 
shall  think  mpst  needfuK 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Frank* s  Bequests 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Frank,  by  her  will  dated  the 
29th  of  March,  1728,  gave  one  hundred  pounds 
to  be  laid  out  in  land,  the  rents  and  profits 
thereof  to  be  distributed  as  follows,  thirty  shil- 
lings to  the  Charity  School  of  Pontefract,  and 
the  remainder  to  be  annually  distributed  to  the 
poor  people  of  tba  towtj  of  Pontefract,  at  Christ- 
mas, at  the  discretion  of  Robert  Frank,  V^, 
Nicholas  Torre,  Esq.-  and  the  vicar  of  Ponte- 
fract, for  the  time  being,  who  are  appointed 
trustees  fbr  the  same. 

A  close  at  Darrington  was  purchased  of 
Joshua  Wilson,  Esq,  with  the  above  one  hun- 
dred pounds,  and  thirty  shillings  is  paid  to  the 
Charity  School,  and  the  remainder  of  the  rent, 
it  18  presumed,  is  distributed  yearly  at  the  dis? 
cretion  of  Mr,  Frank. 

Mr.  tother^irs  Donation  for  the  Appointment  of 
a  Catechist  or  Lecturer. 

The  Reverend  Maninaduke  Fothergil,  the 
proprietor  of  the  land  called  Frier  Wood,  not 
having  any  children,  and  considering  the 
duty  of  the  parish  too  great  to  be  discharged 
by  the  vicar,  conveyed  the  land  above  mentioned 
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to  the  Ardibishop  of  York,  Sir  Wm.  Dawes, 
ia  trust  for  tbe  support  and  maintenauce  of  a 
catecbist  to  serve  in  the  church  of  St.  Giles. 

By  deed,   bearing  date  Jan.  3,    1716,  after 
specifying  the  reasons  which  ,had  influenced  him 
to  make  the  bequest,  and  pointing  out  the  pro- 
perty,   he  then  adds,    "  To   have  and  to   hold 
the  said  messuages  or  tenements  and  cottages, 
garths,  gardens,  lands,  tenements,   and  premises 
above  mentioned,  with  all  their  rights  and   ap- 
purtenances whatsoever  to  the  sakl  Sir  William 
JDawes,  and  his  successors  in  the  see  of  York, 
to  and  for  the  only  proper  use,  benefit  and  be- 
boof,  of  him  the  said  Marmaduke  Fotbergil  and 
Dorothy  his  now  wife  for  and  during  their  na- 
tural  lives,  and  from  and  immediately  after  the 
deaths  of  them   the  wid  Marmaduke  Fothergil 
and  Dorothy,  then  to  and  ior  the  several  uses 
bereofter  mentioiied  and  declared,  of  and  concern- 
ing  the  same  (that  is  to  say)  U>  and  for   the 
lise  of  his  Grace  the  Ixird  Archbishop  of /York 
and  his  successors  for  ever,  in  trast,  that  ^  never- 
.tbeless  all  the  ^ents,  issues  and   profits  thereaf 
may  half  yearly  be  paid  to  for  and  towards,  the 
support  andnutinteaiance  of  a  chatechist  in  the 
chapel  of  St.   Giles  within  the  town  of  Ponle^ 
fract  aforesaid,  or  in  the  parish  Church  of  Pod- 
tefract  when  rebuilt,  whom  the  said  Archbishop 
of  York  and  his  successors,  from  time  to  time, 
shall  and  may  always  nominate  after  the  deaths 
of  the  said  Maitnaduke  Fothergil  and   Dorothy 
bis  wife;  pravide^l  that  ,tbe  faid  arcbbishop  and 
bis  successors,  shall; and  may  impose  such  further 
obligation   of  duty  as  in  Jiis  wisdom    be  shaiJ 
think  most  reasonable  ^r  the  catecbist  .to  do 


<and  pepfiirm  jn  4be  ^^ificb^rge  of  his  office,  and 
for  fiegiect  or  omissioa  of  suoh  dmyof  Ihe^aid 
4»techist,  the  said  ancbbisbop  find  h\$  ^noce^mtB 
shall  and  may  from  time  to  time  pnoeeed  agaiiutt 
socli  catechist  and  catechi$ts  1^ -what;  eoeieiia$ticid 
censure,  even  to  deprivation,  as  lie  or  tbey  in 
their  great  wisdom  shall  thpnk  mofit  '^xpedtent* 
provided  alway^^  and  it  is  the.  true  intent  and 
maaning  of  the  said  Mannaduke  Fottergil, 
that  the  said  Frier  Woodland  the* bouses, rgUP^ 
gardens,  orchards,  lands,  tenements  and  pffemifle^ 
and  all  their  appurtenances  shall  from  time  to 
time  and  at  aJI  4imes  be  let  and  disposed  of 
without  any  foregift  at  the  utmost  and'  fnJl 
inaproved  extended  yearly  rent  and  ineomer  by 
hia  Grace  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  York  for  the 
time  being.  And  whcfeas  the  padsh  of  Ppnto- 
fract  aforesaid  is  too  great  for  the  sole  disebarge 
ot  the  vicar  thereof,  rtherefore  the  rsaid  vicar  ff 
Pont^ract  shall  not  at.  qmf:  time'  be  .catae^da^ 
neither  at  the  same  time  shall  the  cateehi^t  be 
vicar  of*  Poni^fract  aforesaid^  but  the  respettive 
discharge  of  their  duties  sbali  akvajfs  be  dkHnel 
and  executed  by  two  different  persons.  And  the 
said  Mormaduke  Fothergir  for  himself  and  his 
heirs  doth  hereby  covenant,  grant  and  agree  to 
and  with  the  said  Sir  WilMam  'Daw^  Arehbishoip^ 
and  his  successors,  that  the  *  said  Maonaduke 
Fothergil,  at  the  time  of  sealing  and  executing 
of  these  presents,  is  and  staodetb  JawfoUy. seized 
of  a  good  estate  ot  inheritance  of  and  in  the 
houses,  garths,  gardens,  orchards,'  hinds,  tene- 
ments and  premises  thereunto  belonging,  with 
their  afld-^ewry- of  their  ^ppuTtewawces;  and  hath 
in  himself  good  right  and  full  power  and  Jawfill 
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anchority  to  convey,  assure  and  dispose  of  the 
same^  and  every  part  thereof,  in  trust  as  afore> 
said,  to  and  for  the  several  uses  and  under  the 
several  provisoes,  conditions,  restrictions,  and 
limitations  above  mentioned,  for  and  notwith- 
standing any  former  or  other  act  or  thing 
whatsoever  by  him  the  said  Marmaduke  Fothergil 
or  his  assigns  done  or  acted  to  the  contrary. 
In  witness  whereof  the  parties  to  these  presents 
interchangeably  have  set  their  hands  and  seals 
first  above  written/' 

"  Also  a  lease  for  a  year,  bearing  date  the 
S2nd  of  January  aforesaid,  made  between  the 
said  Marmaduke  Fothergil  of  the  one  part,  and 
the  said  Sir  William  Dawes,  Archbishop  of  York, 
of  the  other  part,  of  the  said  messuages  or 
tenements,  cottages,  garths,  gardens,  orchards, 
lands,  tenements  and  premises.  Which  said  in- 
denture of  lease  and  release  are  witnessed  by 
Arthur  Gargrave,  Nathaniel  Stavely,  Matthew 
Wilkinson,  John  Dickson,  and  Robert  Staveley, 
gentlemen,  all  of  Pontefract  aforesaid*." 

MARMADUKE  FOTHERGIL. 

Signed  and  sealed  by  the  above  named  Marma- 
duke Fothergil  in  the  presence  of  us, 
M.  WILKINSON, 
JOHN  DICKSON, 
NATH.  STAVELEY,  Jun. 

*  The  two  lecturen,  which  have  been  appobted  on  tbii 
toiation,  are  noticed  in  the  prakes'  pedigree^  pase  15^.     . 
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THE  PARK. 

Uocivilized  man,  impelled  rather  by  his  wants 
than  allured  by  pleasure,  ardently  pursues  the 
beasts  of  the  forest*  Hunting  may  be  consider* 
ed  as  his  necessary  employment;  and  the  game 
caught  by  his  agility,  dexterity  and  cunning, 
as  being  the  chief  part  of  his  sobsistanoe.  This 
employment,  toilsome  as  it  is,  yields  however 
but  a  precarious  and  uncertain  support;  and 
when  man  has  been  taught  to  supply  his  wants 
by  the  cultivation  of  the  ground,  if  it  be  not 
wholly  relinquished,  it  will  only  be  pursued  as 
an   amusement,  or  as  an  healthful   exercise* 

The  Normans  were  passionately  devoted  to 
the  sports  of  the  field ;  and  nothing  can  more 
strongly  establish  the  lact,  than  the  conduct 
of  William,  who  laid  waste  the  county  t>f  Hamp- 
shire, and  made  it  a  forest  for  wild  beasts* 
The  nobles,  like  their  leader,  within  their  do- 
mains inclosed  extensive  districts  to  preserve 
the  fer<t  natura,  to  afford  them  the  pleasures 
of  the  chase. 

Parks  have  been  defined  forests  enclosed*, 
and  were  called  Haise  dominicales.  This  word 
Haia  appears  in  the^  composition  of  a  variety 
of  local  names,  under  its  dialectical  differences 
of  hejfy  hay^  how^  haigh.  It  is  the  Saxon  Hag^ 
and  means  an  hedge.  Hence  parks  were  called 
haighs,  on  account  of  being  inclosed  with 
hedges,  as  Rothwell  Haigh,  which  was  the  park 
belonging  to  the  Manor  House  of  the  Lacies. 
Hence  Houghton,  the  village  now  called  Glass 
•  Sec  WuiTAiLs&'s  Wholley. 
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Hoaghton,  seems  to  derive  its  natne»  as  being 
origioally  withia  the  inelosope  ef  the  baigh  or 
park. 

To  our  royal  and  baronial  castfes  nsaafly  be- 
kmged  two  parks,  one  inclosed  with  a  wall  for 
fiiHow  decNr,  the  other  for  red  deer,  fenced  arouod 
with  an  hedge. 

To  the  parks  as  well  as  the  forests  were 
appointed  keepers,  and  the  game  .was  secured 
1^  the  forest  laws.  A  family  of  the  name  of 
Hi^pdn  ^, '  whicfi  came  in  with  the  Cooqneror, 
were  bereditaTy  keepers  of  Pontefiract  Park. 
This  famrily  resided  at  Featberstone,  and  con- 
trnned  in  •  their  office  under  the  Lacies  and 
Plantagenets,  down  to  the  time  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, when  an  account  was  taken  of  the  deer 
and  wood  in  the  park. 

Pafks  were  usually  driven  twice  in  the  year, 
once  before  fence  months  and  secondly  about 
Hotyrood  Day.  Fifleen  days  before  Midsummer, 
and  fifteen  after  were  called  fence  month,  in  which 
iill'  hunting  was  strictly  forbidden,  the  hinds 
being  then  either  big  with  young,  or  having 
calved.  On  Holyrood  Day  the  agisters  began 
to  take  in  cattle,  and  all  who  had  common 
right,  came  to  the  poands,  where  a  rob  of  tbe 
gates  they  were  entitled  to  was  kept 

It  appears  that  however  tenacious  tbe  barons 
were  of  their  game,  they  allowed  their  tenants 
the  advantage  of  common  right  for  their  cattle, 
as  well   within    their    parks    as   in  ihdir  waste 

*  This  ^aarieat  hmfyf  tbongh  ill  hflMdhaiy  otfos:  «« 
nettlMs  bonqiu»bIe  nor  lucmtir^  for  agei  ooatioufld;  ta  he  re- 
tpectable.  It  it  now  become  eictixict  in  this  neighbourbood; 
and  tbe  only  braoch  of  it  remaintng  '  lefldes  at  Dewibui^. 
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lands.  From  this  custom  has  originated  the 
claims  of  freeholders  to  a  proportionate  slmre  of 
waste  lands  in  a  manor,  and  of  landholders  to 
gaits  for  their  cattle  in  common  lands. 

In  the  thirtieth  of  Elizabeth  a  commission 
was  issued  to  inspect  and  survey  this  park,  as 
part  of  her  Majesty's  inheritance  of  the  Dutchy 
of  Lancaster,  within  the  county  of  York.  The 
following  gentlemen  were  appointed  Commis- 
sioners, Anthony  Thorney,  John  Ridial,  £d- 
mond  Tyas,  Thomas  Austwick,  Thomas  Ether- 
ington,  John  Leatham,  Willam  Dillock,  Stephen 
Crosby,  John  Milner,  William  Holgate,  Ralph 
Airy,  and  Allen  Andrews.  Certain  articles  of 
inquiry  were  given  to  these  commissioners,  to 
which  they  returned  the  following  answers. 

*^  To  the  first  article,  the  said  park  is  distant 
from  Pontefract  Castle  half  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
but  how  long  the  same  hath  been  a  park  we 
cannot  tell,  but  so  far  we  have  heard  said,  it 
was  sometime  called  Pontefract  Moor*." 

^'  To  the  second  article,  the  same  rout  within 
the  whole  circuit  of  the  pales,  seven  hundred 
acres,  whereof  we  think  there  is  none  may  be 
employed  for  meadow  f,  one  hundred  acres  for 
arable  ground,  and  ail  the  rest  for  pasture.'' 

**  To  the  third  article,  we  say  that  every  of 

^  It  should  seem  from  this,  that  the  extensive  tract  of 
land  called  the  park,  prior  to  the  conquest,  was  fenny  and 
waste;  and  most  probably  depastured  by  the  cattle  of  the 
burgesses.  When  the  Lacies  became  the  proprietors  of  the 
burgh,  this  district  was  then  surrounded  by  a  foss  and  paled. 

f  Such  were  the  sentiments  of  gentlemen  and  formers  in 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth?  This  land  now  produces  as  good 
crops  of  grass  and  hay  as  any  land  in  the  neighbourhood. 

I  i  i  * 
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the  one  hundred  acres  of  btM^  Und  and  everj 
acre  of  pasture  is  worth  hy  year  twelvepence." 
**  To  the  fourth  article,  tbeie  jsl  in  tte  pales 
about  the  said .  perk,  and  within  the  prea)ises  of 
the  same,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy 
timber  trees,  whereof  we  think  four  hundred  of 
the  best  are  worth  tea  shiUings  a.  piece,  other 
four  hundred  of  the  next  sort  worth  six  shillings 
and  eight{>eRce  a  piece,  and  the  resfe  at  five 
shillings  a  piece.  In  fuel  trees  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty,  whereof  five  hundred 
of  the  best  are  worth  to  be  sold  at  six  shillings 
and  eightpence  a  piece,,  of  thq  secopd  sort 
other  five  hundred  at  five  sliillingii  a  piece,  and 
the  rest  at  three  shillings. and  fourpence  a  piece. 
Also  four  hundred  saplings  worth  sixteen  pence 
a  piece,  one  hundred  ash  at  sixteen  pence  a 
piece*,".  .     » 

:  "  To  the  fifth  article,  there  is  no  manner  of 
mines  to  our  knowledge  f." 

♦  At  this  period'  the  best  timber  trees  were  onTjr  worfR 
tJbn  shSlmgs;  at  presenC  thej  are  not  worth  lest  than  ten 
pouftds.  Wood  was  then  pleitdful;  nor  did  the  navy»  the 
pride  of  Britain,  though  then  strong  enough  to  dt^feat  the 
Armada,  consume  one  thousand  part  of  this  timber  which  is 
now  found  requisite.  An  increased  popuTi&ion  has  turned  de- 
serts into  fruitfiil  fields;  and  though  the  country  is  shorn  of 
its  stately  oaks,  other  countries  are  ready  to  qut  down  their 
forests,  and  exchange  them  for  the  produce  of  British  industry. 

f  It  is  evident  that  these,  commissioners  were  not  com- 
petent judges  on  the  Subject. '  Tliefr  answer  however  implies, 
that  hitherto  no  mine^  had  tieen  fdnxied:  Since  then  c^l  bss 
been  gotten,  and  there  i<  no' doubt,  but  a  bed  of  coal  nms 
nearly  through  tHe  whole  extent  of  ^e  pkrk.  ft  is  prcibsbfe 
the  whol^  might  be'  got  by  the  mean  of  one  steatti  engmc. 
iAy  the  act  for  ^vidHtg  ^e  ipa^kv  the..inhabit8]itf  are  debarred 
'4rom  working  an)r  mmes;  and  thd  coai  tan  oiily  be  got  by  a 
grant  firom.thQ  dutcby  of  Lancaster. 
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*'*Td  the  sixth  article,  there  is  growing  Within 
the  precinct  of  thfe  said  park  certain  underwoods, 
thorn,  maples,  ha^les,  alters,  and  Other  brush- 
ihent,  biit  what  acres  the  same  be  or  wh^t  age 
the  same  be  of/  we  know*  not,  but  we  say  that 
they  are  worth  to  be  sold  at  sixty  pounds." 

*^  To  the  seventh  article,  there  was  in  the 
park  in  anno  primo  of  the  Queens  Majesty's 
reign  three  hiindred  deer,  and  at  this  present 
five  hundred  fourscoi*e  and  fifteen  viewed  by 
William  Mallet,  JohnTindal  and  Robert  Hip- 
pon,   keepers  and  others."' 

**  To  the  eighth  article,  we  say  that  George 
Lord  Talbot  hath  the  said  park  by  indenture^ 
under  the  seal  of  the  Dutchy  of  Lancaster,  pay- 
ing therefore  by  year  four  pounds  three  shillings 
and  fourpence.    And  further  saith,  that  the  toztm 
and  inhdbitahts'qf 'P&ntefract  and  Tanshelf  h^ve 
by    custom    coi](imoii    in    th^    |iark,    with    their 
horses  an^  kiti^  yearly  time  oiit  of  man's  mind, 
fi-om  the  feast 'of  St.  ♦Ellen,    called   the    inven- 
tion of  the  cross,  unto  the  feast  of  St.  Michael, 
and  so  hath  this  present,  paying  therefore  yearly 
unto '  the  herbage  or,  farmer  of  the    said    park 
for  every  cow  one  shilling,   and  for  every  horse 
or    mare  two   sTiiHings   for  the  whole  jist,  and 
for  a*  coW  iif  she  lies  in  the   park   nightly  one 
shilling  and  fourpence.     For  a'  circle  for  brackens 
twopence,    for   a   swine  in   pannage    time  four- 
pence.     And  fiirther  saith  the  King  and  Queen's 
Majesty's   tenants,   or  copyholders  of    Carleton, 
Hardwick  and  Tanshelf,  have  common  in  a  close 
called  Carleton  close  in  the  said  park,  with  their 
draughts,    Oxen  or  cattle  yearly  from   the  said 
feast  cff   St;   Ellen   unto   the    said  feast  of  St. 
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Michael,  paying  therefore  yearly  for  every  beast 
fourpence,  for  which  custom  and  common    the 
said   tenants  are  bound  by  the  tenure  of  their 
lands  to  carry  the  queen's  timber  and  others  to 
their  highness's  castle  or  mills,   having  therefore 
for  every  carriage  according  to  the  custom  paid 
by  the  receiver  there,  which  said  close  has  been 
so  used  and  occupied  until  four  years  last  past, 
and  since  then  the  pales    there    taken    by   the 
keepers  and  the  ground  laid  into  the  new  close 
adjoining  to  the  same,  whereby  the  same  tenants 
are  not  able  to  serve  the  Queen's  Majesty   as 
they  have   done    in    times   past.      And  further 
saith,    that   the    farmer   of  the    said    manor   of 
of  Hardwick  hath  had  time  out  of  man's  mind 
common  in  the  park  yearly,  as  well   in  winter 
as  in  summer,  for  sixty  beasts  and  ten  horses 
or  mares.    Also  in  pannage  time  swine  without 
number,    for  which    custom  the  late   priory  of 
St.  Oswald,  before  the  dissolution  of  the  house, 
hath  paid  to  the  keepers  of  the  said  park  six 
quarters  of  wheat  and  to  the  palace  four  quarters, 
and    since    the  dissolution  thereof,  the    receiver 
here  has  paid  yearly  iu  respect  to  the  said  wheat 
three  pounds  six  shillings  and  eightpence  until 
now  of  late.     And  also  says    that   the  farmer 
of  the   capital    messuage  of  Houghton,    called 
Houghton  Hall,   have   had    time   out  of  man's 
mind,    and   also  since  thence  the  first  year  of 
her  Majesty's  reign   in   the   said  park  common 
for  sixteen  beasts  and  four  horses  from  the  feast 
of  St.  Ellen  until  Michaelmas  yearly,  and  also 
hath  had  one  key  of  custom  delivered  unto  him 
by   the  keeper   of   the  said  park   at    the   said 
feast  of  St.    Ellen  VQtil    Micfai^hnas^    of  on? 
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gate,  called  Houghton  Carr  Gate,  for  the  dri- 
ving out  of  their  cattle,  paying  yearly  unto  the 
said  keeper  at  the  delivering  of  the  said  key 
fourpence,  and  in  pannage  time  swine  without 
number.  And  further  says  that  the  queen's 
Majesty  is  charged  with  certain  fees  payable 
forth  out  of  the  said  park,  that  is  tc  say,  to 
the  keeper  for  his  fee  one  pound  six  and  eight- 
pence  for  carriage  of  pale  and  rail,  and  making 
pales  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence." 

^'  To  the  ninth  article,  there  is  built  in  the 
said  park  three  lodges  or  houses,  whereof  two 
of  them  are  in  good  reparation  and  the  third 
partly  in  decay,  but  who  is  charged  with  the 
reparation  thereof  we  know  not.  Also  there  is 
a  bam  built  in  the  said  park  to  lye  hay  in  that 
is  gotten  for  the  deer,  the  reparation  whereof  js 
at  the  queen's  charge." 

"  To  the  tenth  article  we  cannot  depose.** 
**  To  the  eleventh  article,  there  is  in  the 
said  park  one  close  called  the  New  Close,  ano- 
ther called  Viqar's  Ck)se,  the  most  part  thereof 
of  the  pales  are  in  good  reparation  and  also  of 
the  said  park.  Also  there  is  another  close  in 
the  said  park  called  the  Carr,  granted  by  inden- 
ture to  William  Mallet,  Esq.  forth  out  of  the 
exchequer  and  before  belonging  to  the  late  dis> 
solved  monastery  of  St.  John,  in  Pontefract. 
And  further  saith  that  there  arc  fifteen  acres 
pf  meadow  in  AUerton  Ings  belonging  to  the 
said  park  for  the  deer,  gotten  yearly  at  the 
Queen's  charge.  Every  acre  worth  by  year 
three  shillings  and  fourpence." 

"  To  the  twelfth  article  we  can  say  nothing." 

'*  To  the  thirteenth  article,  the  same  is  a  prince^ 

ly  park  and  meet  before  any  other  to  be  preserved." 
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It  does  not  appear,  notwithstanding  the  re- 
eomnendatioQ  of  the  qommissioners,  that  mach 
attention'  was  paid  .to  .the  park  after  this  period. 
When  the  wood  was  cut  down  and  the  deer 
sold,  the  author  has  not  been  able  io  ascenain. 
It  19  however  most  probable,  that  this  was 
dene  during  the  civil  war.  For  after  this  time, 
as  the  "oastle  was  (}estroyed»  the  park  was  in 
9  great  nneasare  negleeted,  and  a  considerable 
part  left  to  the  operlttions  of  nature^  unaided 
by  the  hand  of  man. 

In  the  i  park,  there* were  three  houses  erected 
and  occapied  by  the  keeper  and  his  servants. 
One  iWas  oalled  the>  Upper  Park-House,  now  in* 
habited  by  Mr.  Jones;  the  other  the  Lower 
Rurk-'Hotise,  now  that  which  M.  D.  Denison 
•coopies}'  and.th^  third  was  the  lodge.  Where 
the  keeper  resided,  and  in  which  Mr.  Mumforth 
noiv  dhvells.  It  is>  probable  it  was  at  the  Upper 
Park-'House  a  scene  of  cruelty  and  plunder  wa<$  ex* 
bibited,-not  often  equalled  in  the  annals  of  New* 
gate.  TheAeverend  Leonard  Scurr,  who  had  been 
Reeled  by  the  Act  of  Uniformity  from  Beeston 
Ghttrch»^  where  he  had  assistied  the  ^ev.  Mn 
Ctidworth,  lived  in.  the  above-mentioned  house, 
with  bis  au>ther  and  a  maidservant.  He  enjoyed 
a  considerable  estate  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
it  is  probable,  ,  that,  the  respectability  of  the 
finnily  ded.. his  neighbours  to  permit  him  to  re- 
side then^  though  oontrary^  to  Uie  fivennile  act; 
Whether  he  became  the  object  of  resentment 
on  accounts. of  bis  nonconformity,  or  whether 
he  fell  a  victim  to  a  lawless  banditti,  who 
dianely  wished  ta  secure  his  property,  it  is  im- 
possible to  cletermioe.    Whatever  oMght  he  the 
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motives  of  the  actors  in  this  tragedy^  they  en* 
tered  the  house,  in  the  night  of  the  SI2nd  of 
January,  1680,  murdered  Mr.  Scurr,  his  mother, 
and  the  maidservant,  then  plundered  (he  'house> 
aad  on  departing  set  it  on  fire^. 

The  Upper  Park-House  being  so  near  to  the 
town  of  Pontefract,  this  horrid  transaction  could 
not  be  long  unknoivn.  An  active  search  waa 
made  after  the  murderers;  add  circnmstattces 
occuring  which  Itid  to  suspect  a  party  at  Hoi- 
beck,  near  Leeds,  they  fled  to  Ireland.  They 
were  however  pursued,  and  two  of  them  taken; 
and  being  tried  at  the  next  assises,  weee>  found 
guilty.  One  was  executed  and  hung  in  chains 
on  riolbeck-Gr^en  t  i  the  other  was  reprieved, 
in  hope  that  he  would  make  a  further  discovery^ 


*  See  Palmer's  Non.  Mem.  Vol.  3.  page  424. 

f  A  narrathre  of  this  tragedy  was  printed.  The  editor 
regrets  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  meet  with  it,  as  it  might 
have  thrown  some  light  on  the  transaction.'  On  repeatedly 
penisifig  Palnier,  the  edBtor  doubts  whether  tUs  transaotion' 
took  placfe  in  Pontefract  Park,  or  in  some  place  called  the 
park»  near  Beeston;  TM  following  is  the  accounl  Palmer 
gives. 

"  Mr.  Scur^,  Of  Sidliey  Co!.  Cambw  Bom  in  Pontefract; 
He  had  a-  gbod  e^te  inr  tfais'neigfabourhood.*  Some  tiibe  after 
being  silenced  here  (where  he  assisted  Mr.  Cudworth)  he  and^ 
his  mother,  with  a  iiiaidservaiit»  lived  retired  at  a  house  in 
the  park^  where  thieves  broke  in,  robbed  and  murdered  them» 
set  the  house  bn  fire.  Jan.  t22,  1680,  and  then  fled  into  Ire- 
land,  thither  they  were  pursued.  Two  of  them  were  taken* 
and  oondemued;  oner  wa»  hanged  In  chains,  on  Holbeck' 
Greeo ;  the  other  was  reprieved,  in  hopesof  a«iuitber  discovery^ 
whidi  he  oould  never  be  brought  to  madoe.  A  ^amative  of' 
this  tragedy  was  priiited.  It  was  said  that  Mr.  Scurr,  though' 
a  gikxl  preacher,  was  a*^  man  of  a  bad  ofaaracter,  aadar  scandal  < 
IQ  hn  pjK^sibi}'.'' 
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but  he  resisted    every  attempt   to    obtain  any 
informatioQ  from  him^. 


*  A  few  years  ago  an  atrocious  murder  was  committed 
in  the  forenoon  of  the  day,  at  a  newly  erected  hrm-haatt 
ill  the  park,  accupied  by  Mr.  Denison.  A  servant  lad  re- 
turning home  with  his  cart,  near  noon,  and  hit  foot  bdng 
hurt  by  a  nail,  which  came  tlirough  the  heel  of  his  shoe, 
went  into  the  house  to  find  a  hammer  to  knock  it  down. 
In  searching  for  the  hammt-r,  he  discovered  bloOd  in  different 
places,  and  at  last  turning  his  head  to  the  cellar  door,  de- 
scried  tlie  body  of  Mrs.  Denison  in  tlie  cellar,  which  was 
then  half  full  of  water.  He  drew  her  out  of  the  water,  and 
laid  her  near  the  fire,  and  then  ran  and  called  his  mas- 
ter, who  was  plowing  in  a  close  at  some  little  distance,  with 
a  servant  mam  On  the  alarm  being  given,  that  Mrs.  D. 
was  killed,  Mr.  D.  hastened  to  his  habitation.  Mr  T. 
Oxiey,  Surgeon,  was  sent  for,  and  considerably  within  an  hour 
lirom  the  body  being  found  he  examined  it,  but  could  not 
discover  an)  signs  of  life,  nor  so  much  as  the  least  animal 
heat  remaining.  It  appeared  that  the  murder  had  been  per- 
petrated by  a  stroke  witli  the  crow  end  of  a  hammer,  by 
which  a  deep  wound  was  made  in  the  forehead,  and  the 
body  afterwards  thrown  into  the  cellar. 

The  coroner's  inquest  was  taken,  and  every  circumstance 
minutely  examined,  in  order  to  fix  the  guilt  of  this  foul  mur- 
der on  its  real  auUior.  Nothing  however,  occurred  decisive. 
The  servant  lad,  who  found  the  body,  was  suspected,  taken 
up  and  tried;  but  the  evidence  of  the  surgeon  saved  his  hk. 
He  considered  it  impossible  for  the  body  to  become  cold  in 
ao  short  a  space  of  time  as  had  eUpsed  h-om  the  lad  be- 
ing seen  to  enter  the  house,  and  his  examination  of  the  corpse. 
It  was  his  opinion  that  the  murder  had  been  committed  much 
earlier. 

Suspicion  arose,  from  other  circumstances,  that  the  perpe- 
petrator  of  this  nefarious  deed,  must  have  been  either  a  branch 
of  the  family,  or  some  one  intimate  with  it.  There  was  a 
mastiff  in  the  house,  which  would  suffer  no  Granger  to  enter, 
unless  checked  by  someone  acquainted  with  him;  and  as  Mrs. 
Denison  was  the'  only  person  left  in  the  house,  it  is  not  pro- 
bable, that  this  dog  should  permit  a  strai^ger  to  attadc  her, 
without  making   a  strenuous  defence^     As  the  dog  was  unin- 
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After  the  revolotioa  the  park  was  leased 
off  to  the  MoDCton  family,  with  a  reservation 
of  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough 
of  Pontefract,  and  of  th^  township  of  Tanshelf, 
to  their  usual  gates  and  strays.  It  wholly  r^ 
mained  in  the  possession  of  this  family  till  an 
act  of  Parliament  was  obtained  in  the  year 
17805  for  dividing  and  improving  this  extensive 
district  of  land*  By  this  act  three  hundred  and 
twenty*five  acres  were  allotted  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Pontefract  and  Tanshelf,  in  iieu  of  all  their 
rights;  and  provision  was  made  for  its  cultivation 
and  management.  In  the  preamble  to  the  act,  the 
reasons  f<n*  passing  it,  and  the  agreement  en- 
tered into  by  the  parties  interested,  are  men* 
tioned:  then  follows  the  enacting  clauses,  in 
which  trustees  are  appointed  for  that  portion 
of  the  park  allotted  to  the  inhabitants  of  Pon- 
tefract and  Tanshelf.  The  following  are  the 
words  of  the  act. 

*'  And  to  the  end  and  intent  the  said  portion 
or   allotment  of  three  hundred  and   twenty*five 

jured,  and  m  the  house  when  the  body  was  founds  it  is 
natural  to  infer^  that  some  person,  who  had  an  equal  com- 
mand over  the  dog  with  Mrs.  D.,  was  the  murderer. 

Had  the  muider  been  committed  for  the  sake  of 
plunder,  whatever  could  have  been  secretly  conveyed  away, 
the  murderer  or  murderers,  would  not  have  left  behind. 
On  examining  the  house,  the  goods  were  found  unmo- 
lested. No  drawers  had  been  opened;  no  search  had  been 
made    after  any   vahiables,    the   bouse  might  contain. 

The  lad,  Uiough  acquitted  of  the  heinous  crime,  has  since 
manifested  a  depravity  which  renders  the  suspicion  stronger, 
that  he  perpetrated  the  deed.  He  has  been  guilty  of  theft, 
for  which  he  was  tried  and  sentenced  to  transportation.  It 
is  singular  also,  that  the  vessel  in  which  he  sailed  was  lost, 
and  every  person  on  board  perished. 

K  k  k  * 
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aict«»  hen&tnbefore  as<jigned  to  dfld  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  s^id   inhabitant,  hoUseholdets  resiant 
in  the  said  township  of  Pontefract  atid  Taitehelf, 
may  be  afypropriat^d  and  converted  to  the  bat 
advantagip,  and  thfe  pastnrage  thereof  taken  and 
enjoyed  in  the  most  beneficial  manher,  and  ofr 
der    pmjDcr  regulations   and    restrictions;    Be  It 
fnrihet   enacledi   That   thirty-three  mate  ii^bi- 
tants    of   ifce    township    of   Pontefract    for   the 
time  b^ing,   of  the  age  of  twenty  one  y^ft  ot 
npward»,    whose  respective  estates  shall   be  the 
higliest  a^sesis^   to    tlie  {So^or  rati^is,   wkbin  the 
Mme  town^bi^^  atld  folir  male  inhabitiUH^  ^  the 
fiaid  townshljv   of  Tattdielf  for  the   tteie  being, 
of  the    age    aforesaid)    whbse    estates    shaH    be 
highest  assessed    1^    the    poor  rates  within  the 
same  toWnsftiip  of  Tansbelf,    siich  estates  being 
freehold    or    copyhold,    or    being  leasehbld,    for 
«inety-nine  y^re   or    a  longer  term,    and  held 
in  the  person's  own  or  his  wife'^  rigtit,  shall  be 
and   are  hereby  con^itnted  ahd   appointed  per- 
petual trustees  for  the  cultivation,   itttprovement 
and  future  management   of  the  said  portion   or 
allotment;  itld  that  such  trustees,  or  any  seven 
or  hrbre  of  them,  assembled   at  the   times   and 
places  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  have  the  full 
exercise  of  the  powers   hereinafter  ccmtained." 

*^  And  be  it  furtk€t  eitacted.  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  tod  for  a  mtijdr  pafrt  of 
the  trustees,  who  shall  be  present  at  any  meet; 
ing  to  be  held  under  the  authority  of  Ibis  act, 
to  elect  a  chairman  to  pi^side  at  imch  AMKfttn^^ 
so  as  such  election  be  made  previous  to  th^ 
|>roceeding  in  or  discussing  all  other  business: 
And  in  case  at  any  lOiBeting  wh^re  a  chwrmaa 


AaU  have  keen  so  eleeted  %o  pP0si4fe  there 
shall  happen  to  be  an  equal  njumber  of  voices 
for  and  agatfist  any  queslipn  t^hen  put  to  the 
vote,  ibe  said  chatrmao  shall  haye  a  secpnd  or 
oastmg  vote,  for  th@  pur|)9S^  .of  deciding  such 
question." 

«'  Jnd  be  it  further  macfedy   That  ,the    said 
trustees  stiall  meet  at  the  town's  hall  in  Poute* 
fract  on  the  ttventieth  day  of  A|»il  in  every  year, 
from   and  after  the  paswng  of  this  act,   at  ten 
of  the  clod;   in    the  &>renoon,   ;and   shall   theo 
aod  there  decide  what  number  of  cattle  oaay  h^ 
proper  to  be.iaken  into  (the  aaid  portion  or  aK 
k^xoent  the   then  ensuing  si)n)nier;    whiph   de^ 
eision    shall,    within   three   d^ys    aft^r    the  $ai4 
twentieth  day  of  April,  he  (pi^Iioly  made  known 
in  the  aakd   towns,  of  Potntefract    and  Tanshelf 
by  the  oommon  cryer  or  bellman,  and  by  notice 
to  be  .affidced  on  the  4por  <rf  the  upper  clmroh 
in  PoDtefract  aforesaid:    And  the  said  trtistees 
3ball  ako   on  ibe  said   tw^^tieth   day  of  Aprtt 
in  ereiy   yem^  choose  a  prciper   person  to  lie 
elerh  or  treasurar,  and  also  aiuHher  proper  per?* 
son  to  ^e  the    Herdso^w  for  the  several  p«r*» 
poees  beteinafter  oa^ntdoned ;  and  sbair  aiUo  tfaea 
settie  what  isabury,    not   esceedirig  five   pcmnds 
per.  anoom,  ishaU  be. paid  to  the  said  cbstk  mi 
treasoner,  asid  wihait  salary,  not  lexceedrng  tw«nty>* 
five  pcMtfid^  .per  annum  for  !the  «first  fifteen  years 
from  tke  pasaing  of  this  :adt,  and  not  exceeding 
twenty    poicnds    per    anitiim    frMi    thenoeforfch^ 
sfasdl  die  :paid  ito  the  said  tierdsman;  and  ah^l 
9lsfO  on  the  said  fawentieilh  day  of  April  in  every 
year  iaspeot  and  settle,  the  aoeounts  of  the  cleric 
or  ;AraaflMer  jud  ..hesdiman   £ir  (the  '>pfcceding 
year." 
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''  And  be  it  further  enacted.   That  the  said 
Trustees  shall   meet  again  on   the  first  day  of 
May  in  every  year,  at  the  town's  hall  aforesaid, 
by  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  when  such 
of  the  said  inhabitants  as  are  desirous  of  put^ 
ting  cattle    into   the  said    portion  or    allntment 
shall   appear  at  the  said   town's  hall   by   them- 
selves or  proxies ;  and  in  case  a  greater  number 
of  persons    shall    appear   and    apply    for   cattle 
gates  in  the  said  portion  or  allotment  than  the 
number    of  cattle   decided    to   be   taken    in    as 
above-mentioned,    that    then    the    said    persona 
shall  write,  or  cause  to  be  written,  their  names 
on  scrolls  of  paper,  add  deliver  the  same,  wrap- 
ped   up,    to    the    said    clerk   or  treasurer,  who 
shall    put    them   into  a  box  provided    for  that 
purpose;  and  after  all  the  said  scrolls  of  paper 
shall   be  put  into   the  said   box,  the  same  shall 
be  drawn  out  by  any  two  of  the  said  trustees; 
and   the   first  drawn   scrolls,   to  the  amount  of 
the  number  of  cattle  decided  to  be  taken  io, 
shall  have  the  right  to  stock  the  said  portion  or 
allotment  with  one  gelding,  mare  or  cow  each 
the   then    ensuing  summer;   and   in  case  there 
shall  not  be  so   great  a  number  of  persons  ap- 
plying for  cattle  gat<ss  as  the  number  oi  cattle 
decided  to   be  taken  in  as   aforesaid,  that  then 
all  the  persons  so  applying  shall  every  one  re- 
ceive a  ticket  to  put  in  one  gelding,  mare  or 
cow,  and  a   ballot    shall    be   taken   in    manner 
above  mentioned    which   of  them    shall   have   a 
right  to  turn  in  a  second  head,  and  so  on  in  like 
manner  for  a  thirds   fourth,   or  greater  number, 
until   the   whole  number  decided  to  be  taken  in 
'  shall  be  completed;:. and  from  atid  iiamediateiy 


HISTOBY  OF  FONTEFRACT.  431 

after  it  shall  bare  been  decided  who  shall  have; 
a  right  to  put  in  cattle  as  aforesaid,  every •  per-i 
son  so  decided  to  have  a  right  shall  declare 
the  species  of  cattle  he  or  she  proposes  to  put 
into  the  said  portion  or  allotment;  and  each 
such  pei*son  shall,  for  every  gelding  or  mare, 
immediately  pay  down  to  the  said  clerk  or  trea- 
surer the  sum  of  ten  shillings,  and  for  every 
cow  the  ^um  of  eight  shillings,  for  the  herbage 
or  elitage  for  that  season;  and  that  the  like 
rates  or  sums  shall  be>  paid  in  ev^ty  future  year 
by  the  persons  who*  shall  be  decided  to  have  a 
right  to  turn  on  any  gelding,  mare  or  cow  for 
each  season  respectively,  until  the  end  and  ex- 
.piration  of  the  term  of  fifteen  years  from  the 
passing  of  this  act,  and  afterwards  such  sum  or 
sums,  not  exceeding  the  sums  above  mentioned, 
as  the  said  trustees  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
order  and  direct;  and  in  case  any  person  or 
persons  shall  neglect  to  pay  such  money  as  afore* 
said  at  the  time  aforesaid,  then  the  person  or 
persons  so  neglecting  shall  have  no  right  to 
stock,  but  the  vacancy  or  vacancies  occasioned 
thereby  shall  be  immediately  filled  up  by  ballot 
in  manner  aforesaid  out  of  the  persons  there  ap^ 
pearrog,  who  shall  not  hav^  obtained  a  right  to 
stock,  or-  have  obtained  a  right  of  stocking  with 
the  flibaile^t  number.'' 

'^  And^  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  persons 
who  .sbaUihave  oirtained  a  right  of  stocking  in 
roaoner  aforesaid  shall  and  msiy  put  their  cattld 
into  the 'said  portion  or  allotment  on  or  after 
the  twelfth  day  of  May  in  every  year,  and  con« 
tbue  them  there  until  the  tenth  day  of  October 
next  Mowing,  but  not  longer;  and  in  case  the 
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voiding,  mare,  or  o^w  of  any  person  «faail  hap-* 
pen  to  die,  or  he  sold  -or  exchanged^  or  if  it 
flhali  happen  to  be  convenient  to  any  such  per- 
mn  to  take  out  aiich  geldings  mare  or  covr^ 
that  then  be  or  she  shall  have  a  right  to  pat  in 
^notber  gelding,  mare  or  cow  in  tbe  stead  <£ 
snob  gelding,  mare  or  cow,  so  dying,  sold,  eesr 
changed,  or  taken  out/' 

<^  Jnd  be  it  furiber  enacted^  That  another 
meeting  of  tbe  said  trustees  shall  be  heUat  the 
awd  town's  *  hall,  on  tbe  twentieih  dagF  of  Sep* 
tember  in  every  year,  at  ten  of  the  clodk  in 
tJne  forenoon,  in  order  to  decide  what  number  of 
dteep  only  shall  he  put  into  the  said  portion  or 
aUotment  firuni  the  tenth  day  of  October  to  tlie. 
thirteenth  day  of  February  in  every  year,  mA 
in  order  to  give  such  directions  to  the  berdsmaa 
respocting  the  manner  of  stocking  the  said 
portion  or  allotmetit  with  sheep  during  tibe  time 
aforesaid  as  they  nay  think  proper  and  neces* 
aary.;  and  no  person  ivhatsoever  shall  have  a 
right  to  pqt  any  kind  of  stock  into  the  said 
fiartion  of  allotment,  from  llm  said  thirteenth 
day  of  February  to  the  said  iwelfth  day  of 
May." 

"  Provided  alwai/Sj  and  be  it  further  pmcUd^ 
That  fiio  pemom  shall  be  pesmitted  to  ballot  ibr 
or  have  a  cattle  gate  in  the  said  poitiiMi  or 
aliotaient,  who  is  nmt,  at  the  time  of  his  or  her 
appearing  to  claim  the  ^ame,  an  inhabitant, 
booaeholder  resiaot  within  one  of  the  aaki  tovn- 
ships  of  Pontefraci  and  Tanahelf;  and  that  all 
iiffesii  cattle  put  into  tthe  said  portion  or  allot- 
meitt  shall  be  shewn  to  ithi»  beidamott  at  the 
time  of  their  l)eipg  ^at   pat  in^  ;and  :that  no 
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cattle  Bball  be  pa%  into  or  contixrae  in  the  said 
{lortilifi  or  aHotment  except  mares  and  geidihg« 
three  years  old  aod  upwards,  and  cow»  in  milk 
or  with  calfi  intiended  to  be  kept  milch  cows 
ibr  the  owners  own  uBe>  and  not  intended  U> 
be  fattened  for  sale  or  slaugliter;  and  that  no 
person  shall  take  oat  of  the  said  portion  or  al^^ 
lotmefit  bis  or  her  gelding,  mare  or  cow,  aiiS 
put  in  another  in  the  stead  thereof,  oflenef 
than  twice  in  ^  summer,  (except  in  the  case 
of  the  death  of  such  gelding,  mare  or  cow) 
and  that  no  exchange  $hall  be  made,  except  for 
one  of  the  same  species;  and  that  no  scabbed^ 
infectious,  or  other  uncommonable  cattle,  shall 
be  put  or  cootinued  in  the  said  portion  or  allot* 
metit  on  any  accouilt  whatsoever,  nor  any  cat^ 
tie  whjeh  are  hot  bona  ,fide  the  property  of  th^ 
persona  appearing  or  pretending  to  be  the 
owners  thereof,  nor  any  mare  having  a  sucking 
foal." 

In  icase  any  person  is  convicted  of  putting 
into  the  park  scabbed)  infectious,  or  other  un^ 
commonable  cattle,  or  such  as  are  not  bona,fi(i& 
his,  or  her  own,  such  person  becomes  liable  to 
a  pen^ty  of  five  pounds. 

The  trustees  have  a  powet  to  grant  Bhoft 
for  four  or  seven  years,  of  certain  parcels 
of  the  park,  for  the  improvement  thereof,  sudk 
parcels  not  exceeding  one  hundred  acres.  They 
kave  also  a  right  to  make  brick;  but  are  wholly 
nestrained  from  diggifig  mines,  or  getting  coals. 
The  whole  of  the  above  mentioned  parcelk 
of  land  have  been  cleared,  and  after  producing 
large  crops  of  grain,  converted  into  excellent 
pasture^gfoand.  The  trustees  have  this  year  ad-» 
mitted  three  hundred  head  of  cattle. 
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A  few  years  ago,  the  innkeepers,  joined  by 
a  considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  set  on  foot  annnal  races.  Numbers  of 
sporting  gentlemen^  residing  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, encouraged  the  scheme,  and  it  has  been 
carried  into  execution.  The  ground  of  tlie  park 
is  considered  highly  eligible  as  a  course;  and 
flie  ridge  above  the  course  as  affording  one  of 
the  finest  prospects  for  an  immense  concourse 
of  spectators.  A  grand  stand  has  also  been 
erected;  and  hitherto  the  races  have  been  well 
attended,   and  the  stand  filled  with  fashionables. 

That  part  of  the  park  which  continues  to 
belong  to  his  Majesty,  as  parcel  of  bis  dntcby 
of  Lancaster,  was,  by  the  above  mentioned  act, 
made  a  new  district,  to  be  called  Pontefract 
Park  District,  for  which  constables,  overseers, 
&c.  are  appointed,  and  assessments  made  and 
levied  as  in  other  townships.  This  has  been  in- 
closed and  formed  into  several  good   farms. 

The  entire  park  consisted  of  one  thousand 
three  hundred  and  sixty-one  acres  three  roods 
and  thirty-seven  perches,  and  is  divided  and  held 
as  under. 

A.     R.  p. 
Allotment  belonging  to  the  inhabitants!  ^o^     n    a 

resiant  of  Pontefract  and  Tanshelf,   f^ 
Rt.  Hon.  Earl  of  Gallway,  on  lease,     871     0  39 
Mr.  Appletree,  do.     -      -      62     «  36 

Mr.  Thistlewaite,  do.     -      -      32    0  20 

J.  Leatham,  Esq.  do.    -      -      33     2    0 

Koads  and  drains, 17IS3 

Amount  of  the  whole,   -      -      .      .  1361     3  37 
His  Majesty's  portion,        .      -     -  1036    3  37 


Slump  Cross, 

Is  on  th^  road  kcm  Eerrybridge^tpiBMitefract. 
The  shaft  of  this  cross  has  perished  lung  ago, 
and  nothing  but  the  b«se  now^remains*  At  what 
period  it  was  erected,  or  for  what  particular 
purpoi^  is  uncertain.  Bl*owne,  m  ancient  sculp- 
ture and  painting,  obsenres,  ^  that  the  seulptureB 
which  were  on  the  shaft  of  this  cnoss,  bespeak 
it  Roman".  •  These  consisted  cf  a  circnlar-h^ed 
recess  with  an  eagle;  ibjiagey  twisted  band% 
patersB,  6oc*. 

It  is  not  probable  that  this  cross  was  enscted 
$o  early  as  the  time  of  the  RooMns.  The  shaft 
indeed  might  be  Roman,  and  ereoC^  by  that 
peofrfe,  as  a  monument  of  some  victory  obtakied; 
and  ^ler  the  introduction  of  Christianity,  it 
might  be  dbosen  i6  ferm  part  of  the  cross,  on 
account  of  its  sinti^finty  and  the  elegance  of  its 
workmanrfiip. 

The  veneriltion  paid  to  the  cioss  soon  con^ 
verted  it  from  its  original  design;  and  it  was 
made  to  answer  a  variety  id  'Civil  purposes. 
The  Romans  had  their  Terminus^  the  god  who 
presided  o^^er  bounderies  and  land-marks,  and  in 
honour  of  this  god  they  kept  the  feast  termi- 
naKa.  The  Christians  rejecting  this  pro&ne  idol^ 
substituted  the  cross  in  its  places  and  hence 
crosses  were  erected  to  mark  the  boundaries  of 
township  and  parishes.    The  St»mp*Cross  now 

•  Vid.  Qentlem.  Mag,  Marcb,  1306«  In  Gaigb's  editiao 
sf  CamdeD^s  Britannia,  tke  figures  oa  three  sjdes  of  this  cross 
are  given,  but  nothing  is  said  from  whence  they  are  taken. 
They  are,  most  [Probably,  engraven  firom  Mime  drawings  m 
the  possession  ct  tiie  Aatiquarian  society, 

L  1  1  * 
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answers  this  end»  and. was  probably  erected  for 
this  purpose^  as  it  is  a  boundary-stone  between 
the  towaslMps  of  Ferryffyaloa  and  PontefraCt. 

Market-Cross. 

Gough  ireprobates  tbe  removal  of  St«  Os- 
wald's cross,  and  the  erection  of  the  present. 
He  says,  '<  and,  as  if  Pontefraet  was  to  shew  no 
ievidence  of  its  former  splendor,  St.  Oswald's 
x:ross  gave  place,  witbiti  these  thirty  years,  to 
an  unmeaning  market-house."  The  inhabitant! 
.of  the  town  and  country  are  of  a  yery  different 
opinion  to  this  celehr^ed  antiquary.  They 
enjoy  essential  benefit  from  tbe  latter,  while  the 
/ormer,  if  it  had  beea  suffered  to  remain,  would 
be  wholly  useless. 

The  plate  will  furnish  the  reader  with  a^ 
idea  of  this,  .structure;  aud  tlie  only  circum- 
stance which  merits  notice^  is  some  account  of 
the  man  by  whose  mumifioenGe  it  was  erected. 
The  following  is  the  inscription.  "  Erected  by 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dupier,  relict  of  Solomon  Du? 
pier,  gentleman,  in  a  .cheerful  and  generous 
compliance  with  his  benevolent  intention,  1734. 

SolomoQ  Dupier  is  said  to  have  been  on^ 
of  the  garrison  of  Gibralter,  at  the  time  it  wa$ 
taken  by  Sir  G.  Rooke.  It  is  probable  that 
there  had  been  some  good  understanding  between 
the  admiral  and  this  gentlemaoi  pr^evious  to  the 
attack  made  on  that  place;  and  the  success  of 
the  attack  might  in  part  be  owing  to  the  ser- 
vices which  he  rendered.  Whatever  truth  there 
may  be  in  this  conjecture,  he  came  over  to 
England,  and  together  with  a  Capt  Lay,   who 
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had  beeti  with  Kooke,  came  and  resided  here. 
Tradition  makes  him  a  pensioner;  and  CQDsiderw 
ing  all  things,  it  is  not  improbable. 

On  the  first  erection  of  the  cross,  the  roof 
was  flat,  and  surrounded  with  a  balustrade;  but 
the  roof  decaying  it  was  new  roofed  in  the  style 
ifi  whicb'it.  is  aow  oeen. 

Tezon'9  Hall. 

Tliis' is  ah  elegaat  mbdei^n  structure.  On 
entering  the  market  pJaoe  from  the  \VQst,  this 
building  catches  the.  eye  and  arrerts'tbe  attention. 
The  lower  part  is  in  the  antique  style,  and 
gives  to  it  the  appearance  of 'great  strength. 
In  this  part  are  two  rooms  for  prisoners.  The 
pillasters  which  grace  the  front  are  of  the 
Doric  Order,  and  the  coriiice  of  the  Ionic. 

It  was'  erected  oil  the  site 'of 'the  oW 
Mote-Hall,  pkrtly  at  th^  lexpence  of  the  corpo- 
ration, and  partly  of  fhe  county.  The  quarter 
sessions  for  the  wapentake  of  OsgoTdorpss  are 
held  here.  The  business  done  at  this  sessions 
exceeds  that  of  any  other  within  the  Riding. 
Here  the  cloth  searchers  are  examined  and  ap- 
pointed; the  accompts  of  the  Riding  audited  and 
settled.  The  sessions  'usually  continue  four  or 
five  days. 

Tlieatre, 

Anxlctis  to  render  the  town  equal  to  others 
in  the  amusements ,  of  the  age,  a  number  of 
gentlemen  built  by  subscription  the  theatre.  It 
is  small  but  neat.    The  York  company  of  comet 
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diadg  Tidit  the*  |rface  animaUy;  and  sinoe  (he 
races  have  bcfea  enablished,  thej  littcnd  al  that 
season. 

Ancient  Cave. 

In  a  garden  belonging  to  Mr  J. 'Leatfatm, 

Banker,  is  an  ancient  cave,  which  has  been, 
with  great  labour,,  ettt  out  of  a  fine  and  sohd 
rock. 

Thete  W«S  anete&tly  o1«r  the  door  the  word 
Ditis.  It  is  nbuf' whbHy  b^literal«d,  ahd  not  the 
least  trace  kX  ft  remains/  Thii  word  .  bsa  led 
j^ome  of  our  antiquaries  to  suppose,  ^f  that  this 
cave  is  dntidfc^If  and  was  fioroied  to  'be « a  plade 
of  worship,  where  the  old  Britons .  iavoked  Dui 
whom  they  believed  to  rule  m  the  towr  places/' 
This  opinion  approaches .  tbe  :e^travagapoe  of 
fiition.  Wliat  has  the  term'  Ditis;  to  do  with 
the  Du  Of  the  Druids?  r  If  this  t^rm  bad  any 
nneaning,  wfiy  not  affix  .  X^  itj,  its  usual  ioiport  ?  * 

On  entering  the  first,  thing  which  is  observ- 
able is  the  oavp,  extending  three  yards  for^^^is^ 
and  fqf  r  frpm^  the  right  side  to  the  loft.  From 
thi3  roon)  djrectly  fprward  is  a  descent  of 
Ihirteien  slops; .  and  from  tl^encp  there  is  a  de- 
scent of  fiftynaine  steps,  regularly  turiiing  roood 
a  center,  and  which  terminates  in  a  sm^H  bason 
containing  'excellent  water.  On  one  side  the 
rock,  out  of  which  the  whole  is  cut,  a  fisure 
is  observable,   which'   de^Cebds  to    the    bottom. 

* .  As  the  word  is  in  the  gcoitivt  ca^p,  it  is  evident  some 
^ther  term  must  have  been  connected  with  itl  '  ti  is  nOt  im* 
probable  that  the'wbrd  DoinUd  oiight  to  be  t^dMSiA,  m^  the 
idnse  will  be  ^'^  bbtini  of  Plulo;*  iad  iiSibri{lfion  «riiicft 
pttftetly  aiitf  aDf.civt  or  dark  re^ss.         :  ; 
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It  is  doubtful  for  what  purpose  this  place 
was  formed.  Some  have  <^onjectured  that  it  was 
intended  to  be  a  mansion  for  the  dead.  The 
least  reflection  will  convince  any  man,  that  this 
conjecture  is  wide  of  probability.  Is  it  not 
more  natural  to  suppose,  ^'  that  as  this  cave  is 
so  near  the  place  wJbere  iW  house  ^f  the  Black 
Friers  once  stood,  it  was  formed  by  the  brother- 
hood, either  as  a  penetettttary  exercise,  or  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  water?  The  one  or 
the  lather  \^  these,  seems  tte  xam^  pObeiM 
conjecture  whidh  cai^Vte  fermad. . 


■  <*, 
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THE 


CORPORATION. 


■  f>0>*» 


The  Privileges;  Customs,  and  interesting  Occur* 
rences  relattTig  to  it.    " 

X*ROM  the  earliest  records  the  burgesses  en* 
joyed  many,  and,  at  that  period,  very  valuable 
privileges;  but  they  possessed  no  corporate 
rights.  The  grant  of  Roger  de  Lacy  *,  while 
it  confirms  the  privileges  of  the  burgesses,  clearly 
evinces  that  they  possessed  no  authority,  bat 
what  he  condescended  to  bestow.  The  office  of 
head  borough  or  praetor,  a  burgess  might  hold, 
provided  he  would  give  as  much  for  it  as  any 
other  person;  but  any  other  person  was  eligible^ 
in   case  he   was  the  highest   bidder. 

In  this  dependent  state  the  burgesses  con« 
tinned  till  t|ie  honour  of  Pontefract  became 
the  property  of  the  Dukes  of  Lancaster,  and 
the  Dukes  of  Lancaster  lost  their  names  in  that 
of  Kings  of  England.  Richard  III.  in  the  first 
of  his  reign,  granted  to  this  borough  a  charter, 
to  be  governed  by  a  mayor,  recorder,  and 
thirteen  comburgesses,  or  aldermen;  and  before 
the  conclusion  of  the  year,  a  charter  of  oonfir- 
BiQtion.  The  charters  are  in  the  usual  style, 
*  Yi<i«  Ca*  No.  1.  Appendix. 
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and  define  and  confer  the  rights  and  immunities 
of  a  corporate  body  on  the  burgesses. 

Whether  the  burgesses  had  aided  and  assisted 
Richard  in  accomplishing  his  design  on  the 
crown,  or  whether  he  bestowed  this  boon  to 
attach  them  to  his  interest,  is  not  easy  to  de- 
cide. The  latter  conjecture  is  most  probable^ 
as  Richard  saw  the  storm  tioW  gathering,  which 
at  last  burst  upoii  him»  and  put  an  end  to  his 
cruelties  and  his  life. 

An  it  was  Usual  fdr  our  kings  to  resume 
the  charters  of  corporate  bodies,  in  order  to 
raise  money  for  granting  new  oUes,  it  is  not  im- 
probable that  Henry  VlL  resorted  to  this  mea- 
sure, in  regard  to  this  borough.  In  the  fourth 
of  his  rcfign  he  gratut^  a  charter,  expressed  in 
the  same  terms  as  that  of  Richard,  but  without 
noticing  or  referring  to  it  in  any  way. 

In  the  above  charter  it  is  ordained,  that  the 
mayor  shall  be  chosen  by  the  votes  of  the  bur- 
gesses}  and  the  mode  that  obtained  was  to  give 
these  votes  openly  \ri  the  Mole-Hall.  This 
mode  of  choosing  the  mayor  became  a  soured 
of  strife  and  contention  among  the  burgesses; 
and  the  quarrels  and  differences  which  arose  from 
one  election  scarcely  subsided  before  another 
took  place,  which  id  like  manner  gave  birth  to 
others.  Thus  the  town  was  rent  by  factions; 
peace  was  banished  and  good  neighbourhood 
destroyed. 

To  terminate  these  differences,  and  restori 
peace  and  harmony  to  the  town,  the  burgesses 
appear  tb  have  petitioned  James  I.  to  grant  a 
new  charter,  to  regulate  the  mode  of  choosing 
the  mayor  in  future.    Accordingly,  in  the  fourth 


pf  bis  reigif,  a  char^r  was  gr^nti^  ^liffHHQtillff 
that  mode  of  c))oo^g.  the  maypr  w.b)i^  ha^ 
f^ver  since  o])tai\iQd^  The  Vfiodg  is  tbi«,  each 
burgess  yrrite3  oii  a  gcroU  of  paper,  "Q^  the 
fourteenth  ^^y,  of  Soptember,  iq  ih^.  year  of 
our  Lord  (meqfiouing  the  curreqt  y^ar),  such  $ 
persoD  is  elected  m^qr  of  this  towq  or  bproogb." 
Tha  name  of  the  burgess  is  no%  sigi^,  but 
tlie  ^roll  of  each  is  p)it  into  a  bp^»  tbpn  takea 
out  by  the  town  clerk,  and  tt^  a)d€iniiail»  ff^W^ 
|)ame  is  wrote  on  th^  greater  number  nf  i<rolls, 
is  declared  duly  elected;  and  the.  «croUs  are 
burnedy  that  the  h»nfjwriMpg  ipay  n^t  b»  ftm- 
tinized,  least  it  sbomld  be  kiRown  for  wban*  or 
against  whoin  apy  burgesn  vo(e4». 

In  the  cliarter  q(  Cliarles  IL  4he  aamt 
rights  a^d  privileges  are  conferred^  as  in.  Iboie 
before  graqM;  pnp  dpuse  esxceplied.  Tbe  towa 
clerk  and  recorder  ha^  bitb^rto  been  cbtstsi  by 
the  mayor;  bnt  by  tbfs  charter  tbe  right  ef 
appoiotiag  these  be  res^es  tp  biinseUT  a^d  sm> 
cessors.  Tbe  Domioatjo^  is  left  to  the  mayor, 
but  they  are  not  allowed  to  eotpr  into  office 
withoat  a  warrant  in  that  behalf,  uodw  the 
King's  sigi)  mapual, 

James  IL  eager  to  introdoce  poperiys  availed 
himself  of  bis  prerogatire  (o  gr«ot  qbait^,  to 
accomplish  this  object.  Id  his  (d)arti6r  to  tbii 
borough,  he  reserves  to  bigiself,  bis.beira  and 
successors,  the  right  of  removing  at .  pleasurei 
the  mayor  or  any  of  tbe  aldermen.  It  is  easy 
to  perceive  his  design^  in.  inserting  snob  a  daass 
in  his  charters.  It  was»  that  corporate  bodies 
might  feel  their  4ependence  on  the.  cioami  and 
be  1^  to  support  9}}  Uil  pretensionfy  qtM  ^ 
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priTtd  of  all  Iheir  privileges,  and  others  more 
obseqoioas  and  obedient  be  substituted  in  their 
place. 

Previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  civil 
.war  the  corporation  appear  to  have  been  much 
alarmed,  and  to  have,  felt  themselves  incapable 
of  perfbrmtog  their  do^  as  liege  subjects,  in 
maiutainiog  the  peace  of  the  town.  They 
diose  out  of  the  burgesses  sixteen,  and  asso- 
ciated them  with  themselves,  for  the  better  mar 
nagement  6f  the  town's  affairs. 

During  the  civil  war,  and  the  siege  of  the 
castle,  the  authority  ofiitbe  mayor  was  superseded 
by  the  chief  commaildMig  officer  in  the  town.  In 
this  turbulent  period,  corporate  privileges  were 
disregarded;  and  no  other  law.  was  admitted  to 
be  valid  than  that  oi  the  sword. 

On  the  restorati^  of  Charles  IL  commis- 
sioners were  appointedr.for  regulating  corporations^ 
by  his  letters  patent,  dated  Sept.  10,  1663,  at 
which  time  the  following  persons  were  removed 
irom  their  office  of  aldermen,  Leonard  Ward, 
John. Cooper,  Richard  Wildman,  John  Drake, 
and  Jarvis  Cooper;  and  these  six  gentlemen 
were  placed  in  the  office  of  aldermen,,  the  said 
places  being  void  as  aforesaid,  Wm  Wilkinson, 
Jun«  Robert  Tatbani,  Jun.  Richard  Austwick, 
G.  Shillitoe,  Jun.  Leonard  Stables^  Jun.  and 
Thomas  Jackson,  Jun. 

The  reason  of  the  removal  of  the  above 
gentlemen,  was  their  attachment  to  the  interests 
of  the  late  parliament.  Those  who  had  enjoy- 
ed power  and  authority  under  the  auspices  of 
Cromwell  were  ousted;  and  the  friends  of 
th(>se  high  prerogative  nptiOQs  which  now  obr 
tainedj  were  substituted  in  their  place. 

M  m  m  * 


The  6ttp»me  Hdd?,  Nvin^  A  tight  to  mske 
bv4avy«,  «e^dw^   thi^  r\^t    ttnd  setwal   soch 
laws  were  made,   which   as  they   strongly    iliark 
ibe  ifti\itt^t:t4A  ffmiaft»  llftd  ispir'ii  of  the  times, 
iiB  wHI  as  |[>rt>t«i  the  ejti^lfnee  of  thcr  9dmn  Oufklfl^ 
deserve  to  b^  m^mi4ii*d.     By   one   of   tbrte, 
^  no  mtti  wa«  »(ii&t%d  M^  set  ii|l>  'tml  follow  his 
business  «ry<f'entf$lbyMent  ffhtiin  tte  borovffh,  im- 
kf^n  hb  had  wtv^'^ m  Mppe^iMiWyp  iA  the  Mid 
bositi«^   Wfimn  tde  Mid   to«brfgh/'r    lo   Ootfse- 
quenee  of  this  lafi^  tlft  t>iffg^teeii'intt>ilibftbitafit6 
Who  foitotrbd  liAy  flftrtieirliir  -  OOKuptttidti^.  iddlired 
to  th(Mh$e)<re9  Hit  tm-  tMi^  Of  tttb  p\ut^',  they 
Ibrmed  e6ifyf)^fitef^,  IHfoi^jiihtoh  tiO'  oilt  ooald  b« 
Sdmitied,   bot^  M  the  tooditiofl   iipMMedi    Bf 
fthoth^h  by^lan^,  tti«i  cofiUtlioifr  M  npfirMiffGeahi^ 
was  changed  for  ft  p^OUfoiahy  «lfttsid0Mtibtt<^  and 
^hy  |$6rson,  wllo  d^siMd  i#i1ie  ilfliliitt«0  ii>  Aem* 
ber  of  any  cx^mpAny  fnighi^oibtttitf  the  prMic^e, 
bn  paying  to  tbe  ninyois  ^t)d  w  tbo  ooiiipaoy» 
eertain  large  sutn^  of  ttMti«y. 

There  ^en?^  within  th€l  borough^  th»  rtferoers', 
th^  d^ape^^'  and  tttyloi^s'  ^eMarpihiefti  ilo.  aod  As 
it  may  gratify  ctiflo^Hy^  th^  fet)ovri0|f  b  the 
Ibrfti  of  admisiMdi^  iMo  tb6  Idllfer. 

florodgbof*  iSrd  Miiy,  I7S«* 

Pbntefrabt.  |  Tbkhab  Hii^  Tay4dr,  wan  theta  ad- 
mitted free  of  the  Company  of  Ditepera  atad 
Taylors  tMitH(iii   the  Mid  fiorotoghi 

Wifcttfesi 
B.  HepMrohh;  Cltrk  tb  tb«  MM  CamipAby* 

The  eompttnii^  eontin«u»4'to  be  kept  \if,  A    I 
flppedrs  from  Ule  IMVA  6opf^  tiMMIgtt  tbe/ M     , 


hem  afaaliAed  i^  a>)^tisir,  p^sod^jfi  iftir  Mpte- 
Hall,  Feb,  1.  1736.  itis:*i(*,  ^*  tblit  restri©* 
tions  laid  on  trade,  by  preuantiqg  I  he,  spirit  of 
eorapetkioo,  tended  greatly ;  U>  the  iqjury  «f 
trade,  and  was  found  to  be  destrnctiv4?  irf  tine 
poaperJAjr^  of  the  tomi.;  and  in  ooofivsquenoe,  all 
orders,  .mt^timtioM  and  l>y^\Mf»y  ^r^tpCbra 
made,  are  nepealed,  rei^oberi,  disapnutled,  and 
made  4ibs(il4itely  void,  and  ih^  all  penacins  whatr 
ever  m^y  have  iH-ee. liber ^y^  rigfat  and  aAhority 
to  >mse  and  ej^eroi^e  their  jcaspeotive  trane*',  bu? 
sinesses  or  «nipl9jaiieals<  vvikbin  ibe  said  borough 
from  hencelbrttb/' 

I'he  .  carfKu^atioii  are  tpoofMrietaars  of  about 
fonrteen  acnes  of  land  withm  tbe  boroiija^^  and 
a  house  in  th§  Shoe^Markeit,  qnd  a  CoFjiF<Wind» 
mill,  situate  in  the  township  of  Tanshelf. 

The  coFporaAion  are  also  entkled  to  the  fol- 
lowing remg  and  >(olU«    : 

Gertain  burgage  feapfann  rents,  issnmg  out 
of  cenain< 'houses  and^iaods  ivrithio  the  borough, 
amounting  annualJif  ;to  £S0. 

Ate^rtsk  renrt  paid  by  the  King's  Receiver. 

A  ioN  of  wool,  sold  in  4he  market,  at  th^ 
Mteof  4d  per  tttoae.    ' 

of  fruits  and  vegetables.  Ice. 

*■  ■  ■  ^-  ^f  homes  sold  at  9d  each,  imd  for 
one  exchanged  6d. 

— : of  sheep  sold  at  4d   per  scpre. 

■  ?d  for  every  hawker,  pedlar,  &c.  seU 

ling  goods  within  the  borough, 

of  boats  passing  upon  the  river  Air, 

betwixt  Temple  Hurst  and  Kootlingley  Mills, 
for  «very  boot  mth  a  cockboat  4d,  an4  £>r  overy 
boat  without  a  cockboat  Sd. 
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A  tofl  from  the  butchers  and  other  atalk 
every  market  day  *d  each. 

On  the  first  market-day  after  Michaelmas, 
each  butcher  pays  6d  for  his  stand,  called  book- 
ing-money. 

From  butchers  and  others,  at  St.  Andrew's 
Fair,  Twenty-Day  Fair,  Candlemas  Fair,  Palm- 
Sunday  Fair,  Liw-Sunday  Fair,  Trinity  Fair, 
and  St.  Giles'  Fair,  for  their  stand  4d  each. 

Oi^lhe  market^ay  before  Christmas,  called 
Castle-Farm,  each  butcher  pays  6d  for  his  stand. 

Every  butcher  that  has  only  a  stall  in  the 
market  on  Christmas- Eve  pays   1 2d  each. 

If  any  person  come  on  St.  Giles'  Monday, 
who  was  not  there  on  Saturday,  he  pays  4d,  Init 
alt  persons  that  paid  on  Saturday  are  exempt 
on  Monday. 

If  any  butcher  die,  or  neglect  to  make  use 
of  his  stall  for  six  months,  the  corporation  has 
the  disposal  thereof. 

A  toll,  railed  Gate  Law  Toll,  of  one  Id  for 
every  waggon  or  wain  bound  with  iron,  and  one 
halfnenuy  for  every  bare  wain. 

Out  of  these  rents  and  tolls,  the  corporation 
pay  a  reserved  rent  of  jf  49.  ISSi  formerly  be- 
longing to  the  crown,  but  now  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Loi'd  Elliot. 

They  also  pay  various  small  sailaries  to  their 
officers. 

Since  the  incorporation  of  the  borough,  the 
following  is  the  list  of  the  mayors  down  to  the 
present  time. 

RICHARD  OL  HENRY  VH. 

1  John  Hill,     .    •    1484«     2  Nicholas  Green,      1485. 
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.3  William  Sadler,     1486. 

4  Richard  Jackflon,  7. 

5  William  Stiotber,  8. 

6  Robert  Austwick,  9. 

7  Jos.  Spriiigali,        1490. 

8  Robert  Gellis,  1. 

9  JohD  Adams,    .»  2. 

10  Richaid  White,  3. 

1 1  Thomas  Butler,  4. 

12  John  Hill,    -    •  5. 

13  John  Hill,    -  ^  6. 

14  John  Hill,    «    «  7. 

15  Jo!m  Watson,  8. 

16  John  Hodgson,  9. 

17  Rob3rtMoor,         1500. 

18  Richard  Grave,  1. 

19  Tbo.  Huntingden,  2. 

20  Wm.  Wakefield,  S. 

2 1  Henry  Austwick,  4. 

22  Thomas  Smitli,  5. 

23  William  Purser,  6. 

24  Robert  Ward,  7, 

25  Dionis  Austwick,  8. 

HENRY  Vm. 

26  Thomas  Cook,  9. 

27  Thomas  Ellisley,  10. 

28  Robert  GibiK>n,  11. 

29  John  Hodgson,  12. 

30  Henry  Butler,  13. 

31  John  Strother,  14. 

32  Thomas  Ynce^  15. 

33  Wilham  Purser,  16. 

34  John  Illingwortby  17. 

35  Thomas  Smith,  18» 

36  Wilham  Hodgson,     19. 

37  Roger  Chapman,  20. 

38  John  Graye,  1521. 

39  William  Nelson,         2. 

40  William  Puiser,         ?. 


41  Bob.  HarriA)n,      1524. 

4^  Roger  Jackson,  5. 

43  John  Wakefield,  €• 

44  Thomas  Hodgson,  7. 

45  Lionel  Koulston,  8. 

46  William  Hodgson,  9. 

47  Wdliam  Thwaits,  l5Sa 

48  William  Norton,  I. 

49  RogerWeddcnon,  2. 

50  Robert  Harrison,  3. 

51  Urn.  Wilbore,  4. 

52  Peter  Wakefield,  5. 

53  Lionel  Roulsion,  6. 

54  Wm.  Hodgson,  7. 

55  Richard  Wiibore,  8. 

56  Robert  Farnell,  9. 

57  Edmund  Tyas,      1540« 

58  John  Skipton,  1. 

59  Tho.  Austwick,  2. 

60  John  Wakefield  -> 
and  Rob.  Farmer,  I 

61  Allen  Airey,      «  4. 

62  William  Hodgson,  5.. 

63  John  Atkinson,  6. 

64  John  Hodgson,  7. 
a5  Richard  Wiibore,  8. 

66  Tho.  Wakefield,  9« 

67  William  Norton,    1550. 

68  Allen  Airey,     -  i. 

69  Robert  Robinson,  2. 

70  Thomas  Holgate,  3* 

71  Ricliard  Wiibore,  4. 

72  Tho.  Edrington,  5* 
79  John  Oidfieid,  6. 

74  Boniface  Savage,  7* 

QUE^N  ELIZABETH. 

75  Richard  Wiibore,  8. 

76  Tho.  Austwick,  9. 

77  Stephen  Eldsley,  1560. 


3. 


4iS^ 


or  fOMfavuer. 


.78  Riclv  WiltNire,  )561. 
79  Royf lupd  &V9gf,  9. 
.90  J9IMI  Skip^oiif  9. 

.81  Thp,  Hp)g»(e,  4. 

.12  Lm.  HQ«}>i|gbt  ^. 
33  p.  Etbwngl^Ot  9. 
J4  Jo^H  Skiplon,  7. 

.86  Bojwjbee  i$»vitge>  i9. 
,J7  Tho,WakefieWp  157fl. 
A8  P.  Ethwwgton,  J.^ 

.89  P.  ^heriiPf^jton,  2. 
.90  W.  Cplebieek^  3. 

81  PqlerSk^kon.  4.. 

^2  BonifitoeS$kr^$^  ^. 
.9J  p.  E^b«rkigt«Na^  6i 
.94  Ralph  Airily  .  7. 

.85  Joho  Skiptoo,  8. 

96  JobaEld^ey,  9. 

97  W#n.  €olebeck,  1580. 
.88  Thomas  CnigbV)  i- 
89  Ei^ward  4l<i9by,  S. 

100  Robert  Cooky  8. 

101  Henry /Fataell,  4. 
182  Ripib.  Tbwaits,  5. 

103  Wqi.  Savage,  6. 

104  Heniy  FarneU,  7* 

105  Boniface  fiava^y  ^« 
1.06  Allen  Ausuridc,  )». 
107  RjpbardmMvaits,  1590. 
103  Jp^  fiiamball,  1. 

109  Thp.  Bobinscmy  8. 

110  Wm.  SlaUey  81 
1;!  1  AUen  Austwiek^  4. 

112  W.  By  water,  5. 

113  Henpy  Famell,  6. 
H4  Ri^cb.  Thwailii,  7, 
115  Wn^.  Sayag^  <8» 
1J6  AMfiuJSm^^  9. 


U9:  /obQjimiiit,        1«00« 

its  JaquiaMooiBy  h 

U9  Jo^finmbaiL  2. 

lezo  Tho.  jQfaatiel,  8. 

181  Josb.  WakefieU,  4. 
122  Johiii  BkiptOBy  i5. 
1^3  Tho,  fitaiUe,  6. 

124  Peter  Ko4gerB»  7. 

125  William  Tatbam,  8. 
l.:6  Allan  Au^tinck,  8. 

127  Wm.  JBywater,  10. 

128  Ricb-Tbwaits,  11. 

129  Rich.  MkKk,  12. 
UO  Josh.  Wakefiek^  18. 
131  JoboAaok,  14. 

182  Wip.  Tadian,  15. 
L83  Jobo 'fiastarood,  16. 
iU  LonM  Wa«i,  17. 

185  Wm.  Wilkimon^  18. 

186  Peter^SkiptoR,  19. 

187  Tho.  Aus^wick,  20. 

138  Tho.  Raisin,  1. 

139  William  Gates,  2. 
IM)  Stephen  Covi^ry  8. 
>4I  ThQ.  Hitehin,  4. 
142  Ma^WR.  Adamay  ^. 

CHAHLES  I. 

lAQ  Rich<  CSementy  ^6. 

U4  Edw^  Rusby,  7. 

l4B  RoheitMaore,  8. 

146  M«itt.  liardwick,  9. 

147  Rob. Moore 8c  1  ,.^ 
Maiciai.  Adams,    )  ^^^' 

1<48  W^.Tetfaain,  1. 

\A9  (Wm.  Oales,  «. 

1^50  LftgrnKAWagdy  8. 

Ul  ThQ.iiit€hio,  4. 
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1 53  Maxiiti.  Addm^,  '  6. 

154  Aobeit  PVank,  •  1. 
\55  Tho.  WilkiitsOtt,  i: 
1*6  Tho.  AustWicfe,  ^: 

157  Jdlin  T&tbatrt,  l6f4a 

158  Johrt  WHWnson,  •     1. 

159  l^thtLti  Okies,  6. 
leo  Jarvis  8hiUlto^  *. 

161  DitW,    -       -  '4. 

162  John  Sktiit,  5; 

163  Johfi  Ilartisdfert,  tf. 

164  Edward  F'ield,  7. 

165  Mktt.  Ffafik,  S. 

cttARLM  h.     *    _ 
186  John  Cowner,       *   '  9, 

167  Lcotiafd  Wd^  16.St(T, 

168  Robeft%nk;'.  *  I. 
IB9  Christ.  i;6ng,  '     '    '  H. 

170  Willldtti.OaK       ;  », 

171  Christ,  toflft,  ;  ;  4. 
1^2  Rf(?«Sifd  Oates7        ^ 

aft'd  ftob:  Mobl-o,  I       ^ 

173  Jobrt  ftitrtdsden/       ^. 

174  Rlib^ft  Cdwp^,       '  T. 

h^  Ricfh.WiidiMdVi,,;    &: 

176  John  pWnfk; '  Y     '  ^• 

177  NicH;  Stdbte,  '    lifrO. 

178  Rich.  Sfljith,  1. 

1Y9  Wm.  Wilkipsoii,.  '  % 
180  Rich.  AaHt^^ick^f  ,  .  S. 


1»l  Rob.  TatKam,     1664; 

.182  Ditto,     -      -  5. 

183  Geo.  Shillitd,  6. 

184  ThD.  Jacksbtt,  T. 

185  John  Rusby,  S: 
1*6  Fmncis  Kellaril,  '  9. 
1*87  Johrt  Johnson,  1670. 
li8  Samuel  Taylor,  I. 

189  Jdhfi  Frank,  2. 

190  Ed«rafd  Hblcdtt,  3. 

191  Christ.  Hay  ford,  4. 

192  William  OateS,  5. 
1^93  Fr&ncis  Farrer,  €. 

194  Rich.  Austwick,  7.. 

195  Rbb.  Tatham,  8^ 
156  George  Shillito,  .  9. 
197  Th6.  Jackson,  1680, 
1^8  Wriliam  Gates,  '  1, 
r99  John  Rusby,  2, 

200  Ditto,     -       -      .      3t 

201  JbhnKnowles,  .  4^ 

JAMES  n. 

.202  William  Coates,  5. 

203  Francis  kellam,  6. 

204  Hastings  Sayje.  7. 
2Q5  John   Johnson  )  , 
•   tind  Sani.  Taylor,  J 


8; 


.    WILLIAM  AND  MAftV. 
20j6  Peter TVI^son,  9. 

207  William  Stables,  1690* 

208  Thomas  Taylor,         1, 


•  Oh  t)ie  commenoement  o(  the  civil  war,  Jarvjs  GbiUito^ 
ttie  mayor,  fied  to  lh«  paslle;  an()  It  appears  he  continued  in 
ofice  during  the  year  164lS  and  1644.  Though  some  one  of 
the  aldermen  was  regularly  chos^l)  maybr,  yet  their  civil  au^ 
thority  v^tn'  the  borough,  during  the  different  sieges  of 
tiMe  teali^,  inri»  ^Hidlly  amiulled  by  that  of  the  miliUry. 
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209  Jairis  SbiUiCo^      i692. 

210  Wm.    Bufgessl        ^ 
and  John  Frank,  3 

211  Thomas  Sayle,  4. 

212  Wiiliam  Braine^  5. 
1^13  Banho.  Bateman,  6. 
?  14  .Thomas  Routh,         7. 

215  Hastings  Sayle,         8, 

216  William  Coatesy  9» 
117  William  Subles,  17CX). 

QUEEN   ANNE. 

218  Thomas  Taylor,  1. 

219  Sir  J.  Bland,  Bart.  2. 

220  Hastings  Sayle,  3. 

221  Gtorge  Holcott,  4. 

222  Thomas  Sa^le,        .   5. 

223  Richard  Routh,  6, 

224  Thomas  Taylor,  7. 

225  John  Kellam,  8. 

226  George  Skipton,  9. 

227  Mich.Waterhouse,  10. 

228  Thomas  Taylor,       11. 

229  Rob.    Sharpassl. 
and  Wm.  Coates,  3 

GEORGE  t. 

2S0  Robert  Lowther,  13. 

.231  William  Lee,  14. 

232  HastingsSayje,  7   ,  ^ 
and  Lavv.Fgx,      J  ^^• 

233  William  Lee,  .     !  16. 

234  George  Skipton,  17. 

235  Thomas  Mason,  18. 

236  Geprge  Skipton,  19. 

237  Wm  Kitchingman,  20. 

238  Lawrence  Fox,  1. 

239  George  Jenings,  2. 

240  John  Kellam,  3. 

241  George  Jenings,  4* 


GEORGE  H. 

242  W.  Kitchingman,  1725. 

243  William  Lee,  6. 

244  W.  Kitchingman,      7. 
'i45  John  Kellam,  8. 

246  Lawrence  Fox,  9. 

247  ;W.  Harvey,  E^.  1730. 

248  JosephKitchiognuD,  1. 

249  JohuKitchinginan,     2. 

250  John  Lee,  3. 

25 1  Joshua  Wilson,  4. 
1252  John  Perfect,             5. 

253  Lawrence  Fox  7        - 
and  John  Kellam,  3 

254  John  Stephenson.     ?• 

255  William  Crewe,         8. 

256  Ld.  Vic.  Gallway,      9. 

257  John  Bruce,  1740. 

258  John  Stephenson,       !• 

359  Tho.  Whiteroan,       2. 

360  Joshua  Wilson,  3. 

361  William  Lee,  4- 

262  William  Drake,  5. 

263  J.  Kitchjngman,        6. 

264  John  Kitchingman,    7* 

265  Joshua  Wilson,,  8. 

266  Sam.  Sahonstal],        9. 

267  Joshua  Wilson,    1750. 

268  \^illiani  Crewe^         1* 

269  John  Perfect,  3. 

270  John  Bruce,  3- 

271  Richard  Sug^en,       4 
i^72  John  Bright,  5* 

273  Biitler  Lucas,  6. 

274  Lawrence  FoXy  7. 

275  George  Swiney,        8, 

276  William  Perfect,      9. 

GEORGE  in. 

277  J.  Kitchiogmasi  176Cf 
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GEORGE  m. 

278  William  Lamb*   1763. 

279  Thomas  Taylor,        4. 

280  Joshua  Wilson, 
2S1   Sam.  Saltonstali, 

282  T  lo.  Popplewell, 

283  William  Ci^ewe, 

284  R'chard  Sugden, 

285  Thomas  Taylor,  1770 
236   William  Cockell,       1. 

287  John  Perfect, 

288  Thomas  Taylor,  • 

289  William  Cockell, 

290  William  Perfect, 

291  Butler  Lucas, 

292  Law.  Fox,  and  *) 
Sam.  Saltonstali,  j 

293  Rob.  DavfsoD, . 

294  William  Perfect, 

295  William  Cockell,  1780. 
696  John  Seaton,  1. 

297  Wm.  Tomlinson,       2. 

298  John  Seaton,  3. 

299  William  Cockell,       4. 


5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 


2. 
3. 
4, 
5. 
6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 


300  Wm.  Tomlinson,  1785. 

301  John  Perfect,  6. 

302  Tbomas  Taylor,  7. 

303  John  Seaton,  8. 

304  Wm.  Tomlinson,  9. 

305  John  Willott,        1790. 

306  Thomas  Taylor,  1. 

307  William  Cockell,  2. 

308  John  Perfect,  3, 

309  John  Seaton,  4. 

310  John  Uepworth,  5. 

311  Wm.  Tomlinson,  6. 

312  John  Willott,    .  7. 

313  Grosvenor  Perfect,  8» 

314  George  Alderson,  9. 

3 15  Joseph  Marshall,  1800« 

316  Thomas  Taylor, 

317  Wm.  Cockell,  I 
and  John  Seaton, ) 

318  Wm,  Tomlinson, 

319  Robert  Seaton, 

320  John  Willot, 

321  Joseph  Marshall, 


1. 

2. 

3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 


*  In  printing  from  another  copy  of  the  list  of  'mayors^ 
and  on  comparing  it  with  the  old  corporation  book,  it  was 
found  that  an  error  oi  two  years  had  been  admitted.  In  the 
old  corporation  book«  no  mayors  are  specified  for  the  years 
1688  and  1689,  thb  period  of  the  glorious  revolution ;  so  that 
the  reader  is  desired  to  observe,  that  the  mayoralty  of  John 
Johnson  and  Samuel  Taylor  was  ia  the  year  1690,  and  that 
•f  the  rest  in  regular  succession. 
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_^ .  »   ^  .  ... 

Partianientary  aistory  qf  the  BtfTottgL 

From  the  era  of  the  6onq»est,  the  oppl^ 
sions  of  the  crown  qompelled'  the  barons  to 
unite  in  defence  of  tteir  own  order  and  privi- 
leges; and  to  give  9uccesi»  to  their  efforts,  they 
associated  tiieir  cMrit,  cause  with  that  pf  (be 
people.  .  HesGe  Ihay  obtain/^  tl)e  Magn^  Charts, 
the  foundation  oi  British* 'liberty*  Thei  people 
however  had  no^  secm^rty  -for  the  pmirtMi  exe« 
ctition  of  this  charter,  while  they  were  -destitirfe 
of  any  legislative  authority.  During  the  long 
reign  of  Henry  III.,  the  cjiarter  was  neglected^ 
and  the  barons  and .  the  people  bad  no  ^tbec 
way  left  to  enforce  the  obserraoce  of  it,  than 
by  drawin'g^  the  si«^ordv  Henry,  always  m  Med 
of  supplies,  coticeded  to  their  wishes  in  appear- 
ance, till  he  had  obtairied  what  he  wanted, 
and  then  reverted  again  to  his  usual  tyranny 
and  oppresstoik  At  ;l^gt|^  the  bargna  took  the 
chief  part  of  the  executive  .power  kom  tbt 
crown,  and  lodged  it  in  the  hands  of  a  council^ 
£bn»ed  of  f wentyfotir  of  tbar  oIvq  h^iy. ' 

Thus,  after  a  consideraMe  struggte,  the  ari- 
stocracy seem  to  have  triumphgd,,  and  the  croi<ra 
was  suflpiciently  buoiJbled.  The  avistocTracy  bad 
pr«taile4  ibroug^  tbe  iaswtanoe  of  th«  fieAple; 
and  tbe  .g^reat  Earl  of  Leicester,*  ss*  w^il  t»  se* 
cure  his  own  power  a^r  to  gratify  the  nation, 
adopted  the  expedient  of  summoning  to  parlia« 
ment,  two  knights  of  each  shire,  and  two  bur- 
gesses for  each  borough. 

Edward  I.  had  seen  the  kingdom  rent  by 
the  weakness  and  profligacy  of  his  father's  reign. 
Prudent  to  discern  defects^  and  prompt  to  ap- 
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ply  proper  remedies,  hi  liis  rfeijgn  ntifneroufe  and 
excellent  laws  were  enacted;  laws  which  ga\re 
to  the  Hou^e  of  Cottimons  its  legal  brigin,  and 
which  have  heen  justly  considerfed  fis  the  bul- 
warlcs  of  liberty.  Hie  Magna  Chkrt^  seclired 
the  persons  of  Englishmen,  and  the  few  of  the 
twenty.fuUtth  of  lidwatd  t?nact5,  •^  That  no  tax 
should  be  laid,  no  impost  levied,  without  the 
joint  consent  of  lords  aihd   commons." 

Fiom  this  period,  kinglits  of  shifes  and  bur- 
gesses were  rfegularly  summoned  to  parliament. 
The  journals  of  the  house  Intontestably  prove, 
that  as  early  as  this  reign,  tiiis  borough  returned 
members. 

The  contests  between  the  houses  of  Lancas- 
ter and  Yi)vk\  a^id  the  part  the  burgesses  took 
in  tbem,  rt^duced  them  to  such  poverty,  rhat 
they  were  Unable  to  support  their  representa- 
tives; and  for  some  reigns  ceased  to  send  any*. 
In  the  tenlh  and  eleventh  of  Henry  Vf.  writs 
were  sent  to  the  mayor,  but  the  return  made 
was,  that  ihej*  could  not  send  burgesses  by 
reason  of  their  poverty.  The  borough  continued 
without  represent atives  till  the  rei^n  of  James  !• 
who   gr.mteil    them    •*  all    their    former    liberties 

*  Olanville^  who  i%  probably  more  accurate,  though  his 
account  i<  of  less  technical  autl.orily,  says,  •'  Tliat  Pontefract 
discontinued  b  ing  a  parliamentary  borough  from  I  he  time  of 
King  Edward  I."  and  he  adds,  '*  Tiiat  by  reason  of  the  long 
discontitmance  of  the  borough,  there  did  not  appear  ,  any- 
known  u<a<re  or  pr'*<:cription  by  whom  the  election  should  be 
made.''  Glan.  p.  14-1.  Is  it  not  more  probabV,  tliat  the  bot-ough 
sent  members  ({f/cr  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  tiian  that  it  should 
discontinue  trom  that  period?  Indeed,  it  would  be  more. pro* 
per  to  say,  that  it  never  sent  any,  than  to  maintain  it  dis* 
continued  to  send  burgesses  to  parliament,  as  the  HfHjse  of 
Commons  was  only  tlien  regularly  formed  and  assembled. 
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and    customs,    notwithstanding    they    had  heea 
forfeited  or  lost." 

By  whom  were  the  burgesses  or  representa- 
tives chosen?     None  of  the  charters  regulate  or 
even    mention   by    whom    or  in   what    manner, 
the    members  of    parliament   should   be   chosen. 
Different  customs  prevail  in  different  places.    In 
some  boroughs,   the  members  are  chosen  by  the 
freemen;   in   others  by    burgesses,    in   possession 
of  burgage   tenure   freehold;    and   in   others  by 
the  inhabitants  resiant.     By  the  charters  of  the 
Lacies,  a  person  who  possessed  a  toft,  and  paid 
one  shilling  to   the   lord   as  a  fee-farm    rent,  is 
styled   a  burgess;   and   the   toft   thus  held,    was 
held  by  burgage   tenure.     In  these  charters,  he 
who  held   half  a   toft,   or  any  part  of  a  toft,  is 
declared  to  be  free  as  if  he  held  a  whole  toft. 
He  who  dwells  in  a  mansion  house,  is  declared 
to  be   as  free  as  if  he  were  a   burgess  *. 

In  the  charter  of  incorporation,  the  burgesses 
only  who  were  in  possession  of  a  burgage  ten- 
ure, are  invested  with  corporate  privileges.  But 
as  this  merely  relates  to  the  internal  govern- 
ment of  the  borough,  it  does  not  determine  who 
had  the  right  to  vote  for  members  to  serve  in 
parliament.  Is  it  improbable,  that  as  members 
of  parliament,  at  that  period,  received  wages 
from    their    constituents,    the    burgesses  allowed 


*  •  Does  this  clause  justify  the  inference,  that  any  respect- 
able person,  who  rented  a  house  of  a  burgess,  was  treated  »s 
if  he  held  a  burgage  freehold' — that  he  enjoyed  the  same  pri- 
vileges and  rights  ?  Such  appears  to  be  the  sense  of  the  pas- 
sage; and  should  it  be  admitted,  it  will  follow,  that  every 
free  person,  every*  person  who  was  not  in  slavery,  who  had  ^ 
ivill  of  his  own,  became  by  residence  a  burgess. 
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the    inhabitants   at   large   to  vote,    in   order  to 
throw  a  part   of  the  expence  on  them  *  ? 

In  the  eighteenth  of  James    I.   Geo.   Skillet 
and    Edmund    Sandys,    Jnn.    were    returned    the 
first   members   after   the    borough   was    restored. 
There  is  no   account   on   record    of  any  opposi* 
tion  to  these  gentlemen,  nor  how  or   by  whom 
they  were  elected.     In  the  general   election  the 
twenty-first   of   James    I.    the    old   members   de- 
clined,  and  Sir  Thomas  Wentworth    and  Sir  H. 
Holcroft  were   returned.      The   latter   gentleman 
had  the  honour  to  be  elected  the  representative 
of  another    borough;    and   as   being   doubly    re- 
turned, he  was  under  the  necessity  of  choosing 
for    which  of  the    boroughs    he    would   sit.      He 
waved    Pontefract,    in    consequence   of  which   a 
new  writ  was  issued,  and  iwo  candidates  offered. 
These   were  Sir  John  Jackson,  and  Sir  Richard 
Beaumont.     The  sheriff  made  this  return  to  the 
house,    **  Two   days  after   the    writ,   the   mayor 
and  aldermen  told  him  they  had   cho^^en  Sir   J. 
Jackson.      Afterwards,   the    11th  of  March,  di-^ 
vers   other  aldermen   told   him   they   had   chosen 
Sir  Richard    Beaumont."      The    hheriff   returned 

^  For  more  than  a  century  the  wages  of  the  commons 
were  sometimes  higher  and  sometimes  lower;  but  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  IJI.  they  were  fixed  (or  knights  of  the  shiie  at 
four  shillings  per  d<iy,  and  two  shillings  for  a  citizen  or  bur-  | 
gesH.  They  thought  tliis  reasonable,  that  as  they  served  the 
public,  the  public  ought  to  pay  them ;  nor  had  they  any  notion 
that  this  custom  would  ever  be  considered  dishonourable  and 
abolished.  It  was  attended  with  one  good  effect,  as  it  secured 
the  attendance  of  members  of  the  House  of  Commons;  be- 
cause those  who  did  not  attend  from  the  first  to  the  last  day 
received  no  wages.  The  celebrated  Andrew  Marvel,  member 
for  Hull,  was  the  last  person  who  received  wages  from  his 
constituents*    Hen.  Hist. 
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two  ifldetitttres.  That  for  Sir  John  Jaclcson  was 
signed  by  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  burgesses. 
That  for  Sir  Riciiard  Beaunnont  by  four  or  five 
aldermen,   and  upwards  of  twenty  fenrgesses. 

Sir    John    Jackson,    thongli    the    returns   of 
the  sheriff  were  irregular,  was  permitted,  if  he 
chose,   to   take  his  seat   in  the  house;    and  Sir 
Kichard    Beaumont    and   his    friends    petitioned. 
Sir  Tliomas  Wentworth,  the  sitting*  member,  pre- 
sented  the  petition;  and  it   appears  from   what 
was   stated  in    the  petition,    that    there  was  as 
much  animosity,  intrigue,  and  party  spirit,  dis- 
played  then   at  elections  as  now.      The  mayor, 
before  any  writ  came,  undertook  to  secure  the 
return  of  Sir  John  Jackson.    A  number  of  recu- 
sants and   Papists  were  brought  into  the  town; 
and  about  forty  of  them  were  made   burgesiies, 
in  order  to  carry  the  election.     From   this  fact 
it    appears,    that    the  practice   of  making   sham 
conveyances   of    burgage    tenures,    which  after* 
wards   prevailed  in   this   borough,  was  then  re- 
sorted  to;  and  the  number  of  burgage   tenures 
possessed  by  persons  who  were  not  inhabitants, 
exceeded  that  of  the  resident  burgesses. 

Wiiea  the  day  of  election  came,'  the  mayor, 
and  those  in  his  interest,  treated  tneir  opponents 
with  insult.  .They  would  not  permit  thq  friends 
of  Sir  Righard  Beaumont^  to  enter  tl^e  Mote- 
Hallv  but  shut  .the  i'oors  against  il^em.  Sir  fi. 
Beaumont,  bad  ground  to  petition  against  such 
outrageous  and  arbitrary  proceedings.  The  peti- 
tion was  referred  tp  tlie  qommittee  of  privileges; 
md  Mr,  GiapviUe,  on  tlie  SSth  of  May^-  16U, 
reported  for  Pontefract  two  points.  *•  First;  who 
the  electors.     Resolved  by  the  committee,  there 
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befng  no  eharter^  nor  prescription  far  choke,  tke 
election  is  Po^  he  mack  b\f>  the  inliabifahfs,  houses 
holder!^,  resianlfj^  Secondly,  the  committee  te^ 
salved,  that  no  burgess  duly  chosen,  and  a  ne^r 
warrant  sl>oiiId  issue  for  a.  new  cboiee !" 

This  decision  must  have  been  sanctioned 
by  the  house,  as  nothing  if)  said  to  the  eontraiy; 
According  to  Glanville,  Sir  R.  Beaumont  pre- 
tenckd  that  the  right  of  electrcH)  was  in  the  free* 
holiiers  re«iaeit  in  the  bbrongh  vnbg.  From  this  il 
should  <ieea>,  that  the  resiant  burgesses  claimed 
the  right  in  exclusion  of  out-dwdlters.  The  deci* 
aion  of  the  bouse  against  both  parties,  siiews  a^ 
leasts 'that  *  thore  was  then  no  prescriptive  right 
or  usages  either  for  the  resiaat  biirgesses^  or  for 
persons  in  the  possesion  of  a  burgage  freehold^ 
to  choose  the  HEiembei^  to  serve  in  parliament.' 
But  whether  the  iohabitaots  at  large  did  acta* 
aUy  vote,  according  to  this '  decision,  is  unoer* 
tain.  .  It  is  also  uncdrtain  who  was  retnrned,  in' 
consequence  of  a  new  writ  being  issued.  In  the 
first  of  Charles  J.  Sir  John  Jackson  and  Sir  R. 
Beaumont  wereTCtuvned'withoiii  opposition;  hot 
the  latter  g^ttemao  dyiog  in  thid  ^buae  ,}rear» 
Francis  Foljamb  Was  chosen  in   his  place.  ' 

F^^m  tt>is  p^iod  a  few  neighbouring  gentle- 
men dividei)  the  horouf^h, .  and  there  liras  no 
contest  previous  to  the  civil  wars.  Henry  Ar- 
tbingtoo  aiMl  William  White,  were  the  repre* 
seotativm  ^  the  borough  in  the  lotig  parlia*' 
ment.  On  Crohiv\'<^ll  be(*on)irig  Protector,  Joha 
Lord  I^mbert  amt'  Sir  John  HeWley  were  re*. 
turned^  In*  < 1 660  th^e  was  a  warm  contest^ 
and  three  memberHi- were  returned;  they  were 
however  r^tiiriMd  <tt  the  Jburgaga  tenure  interest^ . 
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and  the  right  of  election  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  in  litigation.  On  the  l6th  of  May  the 
Gommitte  reported,  "  That  upon  examrnation  of 
the  fact.  It  appeared,  that  Sir  George  Saville 
and  William  Lowther,  Esq.  had  the  greatest 
number  of  voices,  and  ought  to  sit;"  and  the 
bouse  resolved  accordingly. 

In  the  year  1695  a  similar  contest  arose, 
on  the  same  interest.  Sir  William  Lowther, 
Mr.  Moncton  and  Sir  John  Bland  stood  can- 
didates. The  two  first  gentlemen  were  returned, 
and  Sir  John  Bland  petitioned,  stating,  *'  That 
several  undue  practices  were  used  by  the  mayor 
and  others,  in  threatening  several  that  would 
have  voted  for  the  petitioner;  and  denying  others; 
and  by  setting  down  several  for  the  ^tting  mem- 
bers, who  were  not  qualified  to  vote."  Whe- 
ther the  parties  came  to  an  agreement,  or  whe- 
ther Sir  John  Bland,  on  examination,  found  that 
be  bad  not  sufficient  ground  to  proceed  on,  be 
withdrew  his  petition^ 

In  the  year  1698  a  warm  contest  took 
place  between  John  Bright,  Esq.  Sir  John 
Bland,  and  Robert  Moncton,  Esq.  Sir  John 
Bland  was  supported  by  the  Lowther  interest, 
and  the  contest  lay  between  Sir  John  Bright 
and  Robert  Moncton.  The  i^^o  parties  seem  to 
have  been  nearly  eqaal  in  strength;  J.  Bright 
leaving  seventy-two  votes  and  R.  Moncton  seventy. 
The  members  returned  of  course  were  Sir  John 
Bland  and  J.  Bright,  Esq.  R.  Monctoii,  Esq, 
petitioned;  and  it  appeared  from  evidencfe  pro- 
duced in  the  committee,'  that  one  burgage  had 
been  split  into  four  by  sham  conveyances,  and 
that  on  both  sides  the  most  scandalous  and  illegal 


practices  had  been  us^.  It  was  resolved  by 
tbis  cdmmitt'ee,  **  That  the  nght  of  election  was 
agreed  to  be  in  such  persons  as  have  inherit- 
ance, or  freehold  of  burgage  tenure  within  the 
said  borough."  I'he  House,  on  the  report  of  the 
committee,  considered,  that  neither  J.  Bright 
nor  U.  Moftcton  had  been  duly  elected,  and  a 
nevir  writ  was  ordered  to  be  issued. 

The  same  candidates  again  offered,  the  same 
persons  voted  as  before.  J.  Bright  was  agaiti 
returned,  and  R.  Moncton  again  petitioned* 
Before  the  petition  was  investigated  the  parliar 
ment  was  dissolved,  and  at  the  general  election^ 
1701,  Sir  W.  Lowther  and  Sir  John  Bland  were 
returned  without  opposition. 

These  gentlemefa  were  chosen  in  three  fiiott 
successive  parliaments,  and  no  contest  arose  till 
17 is,  whkn  four  candidates  ofFered  for  the  bo^ 
rough.  These  were  Mr.  Dawney,  Mr.  Franfr, 
Sir  W.  Lowther  and  Mr.  Bethel.  The  two  lat- 
ter opposed  the  two  former.  After  a  long  and 
violent  contest,  Dawney  and  Frank  were  re* 
turned,  and  the  other  ttvb  petitioned.  Wheii 
the  petition  came  to  be  examined^  it  appeared^ 
**  that  Robert  Lowther,  the  mayor,  and  Mr. 
Frank,  Who  was  the  recorder  of  the  borough, 
and  Mr.  Abbot,  the  towrfs  clerk,  had  refused 
to  admit  many  legal  votes  fof  the  petitioners; 
and  had  admitted  many  illegal  ones  for  the  sit- 
ting members.  Abbot,  who  as  town's  clerk 
had  the  making  up  of  the  fee-farm  book  every 
year  for  the*  mayor,  wherein  the  different  tenured 
were  distinguished,  and  all  the  burgages  truly 
entered,  had  marked  several  as  burgage  tenants 
who  were  not  so  3  and  omitted  others  who  were. 

000  * 
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The  committee  came  to  the  resolution,  that  the 
two  sitting  members  were  not  duly  elected, 
and  that  the  petitioners  were;  which  the  house 
agreed   to. 

From  this  period  the  burgage  freeholds 
were  chiefly  engrossed  by  one  or  two  families] 
and  these  either  sat  for  the  borough  them- 
selves,  or  sent  whom  they  pleased.  The  Low* 
ther  family  had  the  greatest  number,  and 
ef  course  the  greatest  interest.  Sir  William 
Lowther  about  the  year  1734  sold  bis  burgage 
tenures  and  property  to  William  Moncton, 
Lord  Gall^ay,  in  whose  family  they  have  con- 
tinued. 

At  the  general  election,  1768,  several  bur* 
gesses  resiant  in  the  borough,  began  to  question 
the  right  of  persons  who  did  not .  dwell  in  the 
said  borough,  though  in  possession  of  a  bur- 
gage freehold,  to  vote  for  members  to  serve  in 
parliament.  The  burgesses  re3iant  were  highly 
dissatisfied  with  the  prevailing  practice  of  making 
sham  conveyances,  and  bringing  men  from  a 
distance,  who  had  no  connection  with  the  town, 
to  vote.  They  stated  their  yiews  and  wishes 
to  a  worthy  neighbouring  baronet,  Sir  R.  Winn; 
and  he  generously  undertook  to  try  the  merits 
of  the  cause.  He  appeared  in  the  town,  and 
was  hailed  as  a  deliverer. 

As  the  cause  of  freedom  is  generally  the 
cause  the  people  ardently  espouse,  this  gentle- 
man received  all  the  popular  support  which 
gould  be  expected.  Possessed  of  an  ample  for- 
tune,  and  naturally  liberal  and  generous,  be 
spared  no  expence.  Before  the  Lion  Inn  a 
^^eep  was  roasted  whole^  balls  were  given,  and 
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the  spirit  of  the  party  kept  up  by  the  methods' 
generally  adopted  on  such  occasions.  To  in- 
dicate the  downfall  and  political  death  of  the 
Sham  interest^  the  bells  were  muffled,  and  the' 
dumb  peal  rung.  The  other  candidates  were' 
W.  Moncton,  Lord  Gallway,  and  H.  Strachey. 

When  the  poll  commenced,  the  most  violent 
and  unjustifiable  measures  were  pursued  by  the 
populace.  Many  out- voters  were  prevented 
from  appearing  and  exercising  what  they  judged 
their  right.  Numbers  of  sailors  and  others  from 
Knottingley  came  to  the  town,  and  In  connec- 
tion with  some  of  the  inhabitants,  disturbed  the 
peace,  and  raised  a  fbrious  riot.  The  houses  of 
the  mayor  and  recorder  were  assaulted;  and  all 
the  windows  in  front  wholly  destroyed.  Much 
damage  was  done,  and  the  personaf  safety  of 
those  in  the  $ham  interest  endangered.  The 
mayor  was  compelled  to  return  Lord  Gallway 
end  Sir  R.  Winn, 

An  action  was  brought  against  several  of 
the  more  active  rioters;  and  at  the  next  assizes 
they  were  tried  and  Convicted.  Lord  Gallway 
and  H.  Strachey,  Esq.  petitioned,  stating  "  that 
the  returning  officer  had  been  compelled  by  force 
to  return  Sir  R.  Winn  with  Lord  Gallway ;  and 
that  a  great  majority  of  legal  voters  would  have 
presented  themselves,  and  voted  for  Mr.  Stra- 
chey, if  they  bad  not  been  intimidated  by  the 
violence  of '  several  hundred  rioters,  armed  with 
bludgeons  and  other  offensive  weapons."  When 
the  matter  of  these  petitions  came  to  be  tried 
at  the  bar  of  the  house,  the  house  resolved, 
<*  That  the  counsel  be  confined  to  proceed  only 
upon  the  allegations  of  the  said  petitions^  which 
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Qomplaia  of  the  freedom  of  the  said  election 
being  disturbed  by  rioters."  After  hearing  coun- 
sel and  examining  witnesses,  the  election  was 
declared  to  be  void;  and  a^  wvf  writ  wa3  or^ 
dered  to  be  issued. 

On  this  determination  of  the  bouse,  a 
gentleman  in  the  lobby,  who  had  been  searobing 
the  journals  of  the . house,  and  had  met  with 
QlanviJle's  report  concerning  Pontefract  in  the 
year  16^,  said,  '^  That  the  right  to  vote  was 
neither  in  the  burjE^sses  resident,  nor  noonre- 
aident;  btit  in  the  inhabittMits,  householders  re- 
juant."  Some  gentlemen,  warm  in  supporting 
Sir  A.  Winn's  interest,  on  hearing  this,  took 
new  spirit;  the  journals  were  examined,  and  the 
report  (bund  to  he  as  stated. 

Having  taken  the  opinion  of  counsel  and  of 
friends,  the  worthy  baronet  posted  down;  and, 
together  with  his  brother  Mr.  Edward  Winn, 
offered  himself  a  candidate  to  represent  the  bo* 
rough,  on  the  right  of  the  inhabitants.  Lord 
Gallway  and  H.  Strachey,  Esq.  again  $tpod  on 
the  burgage  tenure  interest;  and  were  of  course 
returned,  as  the  mayor,  the  returning  officer, 
was  obliged  to  make  the  return  in  the  usual 
manner  ^.  Sir  K.  Winn  and  his  brother  now 
became  the  petitioners,  together  with  certain  in- 

•  By  7  and  8  Will.  III.  cap.  7.  §  I.  3t  is  enacted, 
^That,  in  case  any  person  or  pencms  shflll  return  my  math 
ber  to  serve  in  parliament  fi^r  any  coualy,  city, .  boiougfa, 
cinque*port,  or  place,  contrary  to  the  last  delemin^ion  in  tbe 
House  of^Commons  of  the  right  of  election  in  such  couotyj 
city,  &c.  such  return  so  made  shall  be  adjudged  to  be  a  false 
fetuni.** 

This  made  the  last  deteminatiori  of  the  bouse  bindiiig  on 
returning  officers. 
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habitants,  boujsebolders,  in  their  interest,  ,Dea 
14,  1768,  on  the  ground  of  the  resolution  in 
the  year  1624. 

At  this  period  election  causes  were  referred 
to  a  committee  of  privileges  and  elections;  and 
rejected  or  confirmed  by  the  whole  bouse.  From 
this  it  is  evident,  that  whatever  might  be  the 
merits  of  the  cause,  the  candidate  who  l)ad  n 
majority  of  the  house  in  his  fevour,  would  be 
triumphant.  In  most  election  litigations  the 
bouse  did  not  so  much  consider  the  justice  of 
the  claims  as  to  what  party  the  candidates  be- 
longed. If  the  sitting  members  were  in  the  in« 
terest  of  the  ministers  their  right  was  almost  uni- 
formly established;  and  the  claims  of  the  peti- 
tioners disregarded.  If,  on  the  other  band,  the 
petitioners  were  on  the  side  of  the  ministry, 
their  claims  were .  established^  and  the  sitting 
members  rejected.  In  short,  to  bring  in  the 
favourite  candidate,  and  strengthen  the  majority 
by  a  new  voice,  every  fence  of  law,  justice^ 
and    even  decency   was    broken   down. 

Sir  R.  Winn  waited  on  the  Duke  of  Grafton, 
the  minister,  who  referred  the  case  to  the  law 
officers,  and  was  favourably  inclined  to  it;  but  the 
duke  .going  out  of  office.  Lord  North  succeeded 
as  Chancellor  of  the  Excbequor.  Sir  R.  Wina 
waited  on  this  gentleman,  wbo  assured  him  that 
be  was  also  favourable  to  the  claim  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Pontefract,  but  observed*  that  be 
could  not  take  it  up  as  a  ministerial  measure. 
He  recommended  .  to  this  gentleman  to  make 
what  interest  he  could  by  personal  application 
to  the  members  of  the  house,  that  when  the 
petition  came  to  be  considered  they  mi^ht  un- 
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derstand  the  grounds  of  it.  The  worthy  haronet 
not  having  been  in  the  hou:^,  his  personal  inte* 
rest  with  the  members  was  inconsiderable;  nor 
could  he,  after  every  possible  exertion,  succeed 
in  procuring  that  attention  to  his  cause  which 
its  merit  deserved.  The  hearing  of  the  petitions 
was  by  repeated  adjournments  put  off  to  Feb. 
6,   1770. 

By  an  act  of  the  second  of  George  11.  the 
last  defermination  of  the  house  respecting  contro- 
verted  elections  was  rendered  final*.  When  the 
petition  came  to  be  considered,  a  doubt  arose  how 
far  the  entries  hi  the  two  journals  of  May  23,  1624, 
were  to  be  considered  as  the  last  determination 
of  the  house,  within  the  ipeaning  of  the  act  of 
George  II.  counsel  was  heard  to  that  point, 
after  which,  "  A  motion  was  made,  and  the 
question  being  put,  the  two  entries  of  the  28th 
clay  of  May  1624  of  resolutions  concerning  the 
right  of  election  for  the  borough  of  Pontefract, 
appearing  in  two  several  journals,  be  admitted 
to  be  read  to  the  counsel  at  the  bar,  as  the 
last  determination  of  the  house,  touching  the 
legality  of  votes  for  members  to  serve  in  par- 
liament for  that  borough;  the  house  divide^l,  and 
it  passed  in  the  negative,  l6l  to  32."  On  this 
the  counsel  for  the  petitioners  desired  that  leave 
might  be  given  to  withdraw  their  petitions,  but 
this  was  objected  to  by  the  counsel  on  the 
other    side,    who    desired    to    offer    evidence    to 

•  The  clause  of  the  statute  runs  thiis,  "That  such  votes 
Ml  be  deemed  to  be  legal  which  have  been  so  declared  by 
the  last  determiimtion  to  the  House  of  Commoas  which  last 
deternunation  concefning  any  .county,  shire,  city,,  borough* 
cinque-port,  or  plac?.  shall  be  final  to  all  iruenu  and  purposct 
%DhaUoecer,  any  usage  to  tlie  contrary  notwithstandipg.** 
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establish  the  right  of  election.  The  house  re^ 
solved.  That  the  petitions  should  not  be  with* 
drawn.  The  counsel  for  the  petitioners  declined 
giving  the  house  further  trouble.  The  counsel 
on  the  other  side  examined  a  witness  to  prove 
the  right  to  be  in  the  freeholders  of  burgage 
tenure;  and  produced  several  returns  to  shew 
that  the  elections  were  made  by  the  mayor 
and  burgesses.  They  then  read  the  entries  in 
the  Journals  of  17th  Jan*  1699—1700,  and  of 
24th  of  March  171^ — 16,  on  which  the  bouse 
came  to  a  resolution  determining  the  right  as 
follows : 

6  February,  1770.  Resolved,  "  That  the 
right  of  election  for  members  to  serve  in  par* 
liament  for  the  borough  of  Pontefract,  in  the 
county  of  York,  is  in  persons  having  within  the 
said  borough  a  freehold  of  burgage  tenure,  pay- 
ing a  burgage  rent/'    , 

Thus  after  an  arduous  struggle,  and  after 
having  spent  a  stim  of  money  equal  to  what 
might  have  supported  a  contest  for  the  county, 
the  burgage  interest  appeared  to  be  more  firmly 
established,  by  the  efforts  which  had  been  made 
to  overturn  it.  It  did  not  seem  probable 
that  any  future  attempt  would  be  made  on  the 
right  of  the  inhabitants.  Their  cause  appeared 
now  to  be  hopeless  and  desperate;  nor  was 
there  the  least  probability  that  it  would  ever 
be  established. 

In  the  year  1770  the  Grenville  act  was  pas* 
sed.  ?iy  this  act  a  committee  is  appointed  by 
ballot,  to  consist  of  fifteen  mem(>ers,  to  settle 
controverted  elections,  two  of  which  are  nomi- 
nees.    This  committee  has  power  to   examine 
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witnenies  on  oath;  to  bear  counsel;  and  its  de- 
cision t»  final.  The  committee  being  choaen  by 
ballot,  the  mffristdr  eatmot  avail  himself  of  his 
tRajority  to  snpport  the  candidate  in  his  inte- 
test.  As  the  appeal  to  the  Iioase,  hitherto  al- 
lowed, is  taken  away,  no  nndne  influence  can 
be  used ;  for  the  committee,  it  is  probable,  wiR 
ODBsist  of  men  of  different  parties;  and  the  me- 
fits  of  the  eause^  it  may  be  presumed,  and  not 
tke  men,  will  regulate  its  determination. 

At  the  general  dection  in  1774  Sir  R.  Whin, 
though  strongly  soliched  •  by  the  tnbabitant^, 
and  by  his  friend,  the  Hon.  C.  Fox,  declined 
ofibring  himself  as  a  candidate,  on  the  right  of 
the  inhabitants.  The  expences  he  had  already  in- 
curred,  and  the  probability  that  he  wonM  not  suc- 
ceed, appear  to  have  inAiced  him  to  adopt  thf^ 
determ^ination.  The  Hon.  C.  Fox  and  his  friend 
James  Hare^  Esq.  then  oflfered  themselves  on 
that  right.  The  other  candidates,  on  the  bur- 
gage interest,  were  Sir  J.  Goodricke  and  C. 
Mellish,  Esq.  These  were  of  course  returned, 
and  the  other  genttemen,  with  aome  of  the  in- 
habitants, petitioned.  Thetr  petitions  were  refi*r- 
red  to  a  committee  under  the*  GremriJIe  act; 
which  met  and  took  the  petitions  mto  consider- 
ation, on  the  1st  of  March,  177*. 

The  two  petitions  being  read,  it  appeared, 
tliat  the  only  question  in  the  case  was  the  rrght 
of  election  in  the  borough  of  Pontefract;  aod 
whether  a  resolution  of  1624,  or  one  of  1770, 
was  to  be  considered  as  the  last  det^nmnatron 
hi  the  House  of  Commons,  witbm  the '  iiieaniojf 
of  the  statute  of  George  IF.  *  ' 

After  some  dispute  among  the  counsel  wh^ 
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tber  anyy  or  whtcb>  of  those  two  resoltetions 
«fa€>iild  be  rebdy  the  committee  agreed^  that  both 
sfaouM  be  read;  and  the  counsel  of  the  peti- 
tiooers  ixmintaiwd  that  as  the  resolution  of  1624 
was  the  last  detcrminatwn  of  the  house  in  1739» 
when  the  statute  of  George  II.  passed,  no 
subsii^pieBt  act  of  the  house  can  annul  ]t^ 
for  that  statute  is  bindii^  oo  the  House  of 
Coiiun6ns»  and  every  lart  determioation  is  to 
be  cxNisiderad  as  iacorpdratod  withy  and  making 
part  of,  the  Statal^t  as  much  as  if  it  was 
therein  recited* 

By  ^Tin^  a  history  of  all  the  contests,  the 
counsel  contended  that  there,  had  been  no  re- 
sol  otion»  no  determination  of  the  housie  on  the 
right  of  eleoiioti;  nothing  bat  the  agreement  of 
parties;  and' neither  the  agreement  of  parties, 
Jdor  even  the  resolution  of  a  committee,  unless 
ratified  by  the  house,  can  alter  the  law  of  elec- 
tionst 

The  counsel  for  the  sitting  members  contended 
that  the  resolution  ia  1770  was  the  last  deter- 
mination of  the' house;  and  that  the  ^ight  of 
eleetioB  was  not  finally  settled  till  then.  Tiiey 
endeavoured  to  invalidate  the  resolution'  as  sta- 
ted in  Gladyille's  reports;  and  contended  from 
the  chariers  of  the  Laciea  that  the  burgesseti 
had  alwa^'s  enjoyed  the  right.  They  argued 
from  the  neturns^  that  the  mayor,  aldermen  and 
burgesses  only  had  a  right  to  Vote;  and  which 
right  they  only  had  exercised. 

In  reply  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners  main- 
tained, that  the  charters  of  the  Lacies  do  not 
contain  any  regultition  touching  the  right  of 
elactinil;  so  that  though  they  had  been  knowa 

p  p  p  * 
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to  the  cottimittee  in  1624,  their  jadgmert 
would  h^ve  been  the  same;  and  that  their  hy- 
pothesis is  still  trtle,  thi?re  was  no  charter  fir 
choke.  They  concluded  by  observing,  **  That  if 
the  committee  should  decide  on  the  present  oo- 
casion  as  the  bouse  did  in  1770,  the  decision  will 
not  bind  any  future  cdtnmittee,  nor  anaal  the 
rights  of  the  inhabitants;  which,  as  they  depend 
on  an  act  of  parliament,  and  are  securod  by  it, 
cannot  be  taken  aw^y  by  the  determination  of 
any  particular  case  like  this^  but  will  be  stili 
as  valid  as  ever  otl  a  new  election/' 

On  Friday,  the  3rd  of  Mar^h^  the  committee, 
by  their  chairman,  informed  the  boose,  that  the 
two  sitting  members  were  duly  elected.  This 
determination,  while  it  seemed  to  perpetuate 
the  burgage  interest,  dispirited  the  friends  of  the 
popular  cause,  and  nearly  led  them  to  rdinquish 
it  as  an  impracticable  attempt* 

At  the  general  election  in  1780,  though 
nrgent  application  was  again  made  to  Sir  R. 
Winn,  he  continued  to  adhere  to  the  opinion 
he  had  before  formed,  and  refused  to  stand. 
Several  neighbouring  gentlemen  were  also  soli* 
cited,  but  none  could  be  found  who  would 
again  stand  on  the  right  of  the  inhabitants.  At 
this  time  a  deputation  of  the  town  proposed 
the  business  to  J.  Smyth,  Esq.  but  having  no 
knowledge  of  the  nature  of  their  claims  he  also 
declined.  I^rd  Gallway  and  Mr.  Needbam 
were  returned  without  opposition. 

The  application  which  had  been  made  to  J. 
Smyth,  Esq.  led  him  to  investigate  the  nature 
and  grounds  of  the  claim  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  borough.     The  result  of  this  investigatioo 
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WM,  that  he  was  ftilFy  satisfied,  *•  That  the 
right  of  election  was  in  the  inhabitants,  houset» 
h  Iders  resiant."  Lord  Gallway  accepted  the 
envoyship  to  Munich,  in  the  year  1783,  and  ii^ 
conseqaence  vacated  his  seat.  No  oppo-itipri 
was  expected;  and  it  was  then  supposed  that 
the  popular  cause  would  he  finally  abandoned, 
A  gentleman  or  two,  who  had  been  hitherto  mosli 
active  in  the  attempts  which  had  been  made  tq 
obtain  the  fi*eed6m  of  the  borough,  consult^  wliat 
was  now  to  be  done,  but  could  not  determine 
to  whom  to  apply,  op  in  what  manner  another 
effort  should  be  made.  One  of  these, ,  without 
inforniing  any  person  of  his  intention,  rode 
over,  and  again  applied  to  J.  Smyth,  Esq.  The 
answer  of  this  gentleman  was  favourable;  3nd  he 
engaged,  that  in  case  his  friends  in  London,  to 
whom  an  express  was  sent,  were  of  his  opinion^ 
he  wontd  offer  himself  as  a  candidate.  The  ex^ 
press  returned  before  tlie  day  of  election,  and 
his  friends  encouraging  the  attempt,  his  steward 
was  sent  before  to  cmnounce  his  approach  to 
the  town.  The  bells  rung,  and  the  inhabitants 
instantly  assembled.  Nothing  could  exceed  their 
enthtisiasm  when  they  found  that  this  gentleman 
had  undertaken  the  cause  of  their  freedom  ^nd 
liberties. 

On  the  burgage  interest  J.  Smith,  an  East 
India  Director,  was  proposed,  and  returned  by 
W.  Tomlinsqn,  Esq.  mayor.  J.  Smyth,  Esq. 
polled  a  few  qf  \\\e  inhabitants,  and  petitioned. 
The  period  when  this  petition  was  presented 
was  auspicious.  Mr.  Pitt,  by  his  commanding 
elbquence,  had  roused  the  spirit  of  the  nation 
ju  &vour  of  a  paxIiameQtary  reform.    The  poi\- 
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duct  of  the  boose,  during  the  American  war, 
furnished  unansweraUe  arguments  to  prove  die 
corrupt  infiuenoe  whk;h  prevailed;  aod  nambers 
of  liberal  and  well  informed  gentlemen  met  m 
the  difierent  counties  to  consult  on  the  measares 
necessary  to  be  adopted  in  order  to  obtain  a 
reform  *.  Many  manbers  of  the  bouse  advocated 
the  cause;  and  it  was  generally  hoped  that  a 
temporate  reform  would  have  beea  eflected. 

Such  being  the  spirit  of  the  country,  and  of 
numbers  in  the  House  of  Commons,  when  the 
petition  was  heard  before  a  committee^  April 
die  8th,  the  more  attention  was  paid  to  it; 
and  the  connsd  ably  and  forcibly  supporting  it, 
on  the  llth  the  committee  deckled  that  J. 
Smyth,  Esq.  was  duly  elected,  and  h€f  took  his 
seat  accordingly.  WheU'  the  news  of  Uiis  tri* 
liroph  was  recdved  ia  the  town,  the  peoj^ 
were  transpoited  witb  joy;  and  indulgnd  their 
feelings  by  public .  r^'oicings  of  every  kind.  On 
the  return  of  J.  Smyth,  Eaq.  into  the  oouniry 
in  summer,  he  came  to  congratulate  his  consti- 
toents  oo  their  triumph  in  the  establishment  of 
their  jost  rights.  He  was  receivied  with  every 
possible  mark  of  respect;  and  scenes  of  festivity 
and  merriment  succeeded  each  other,  itill  the 
ebulition  of  the  popular  mind  gradually  sab- 
sided  into  the  tranquil  emotions  of  gretkude 
and  selfeatisfaction. 

*  It  deserves  to  be  recqrded  to  (he  bonour  of  Lord  Gall- 
way,  *«  That  in  diifferent  county-meetings,  he  declared  lits  re»- 
^iness  to  relinquish  bis  interest  in  the  borough  cif  PonteinGt. 
provided  other  noblenen  aad  gentlemen  would  relioquisb 
theirs  His  Lordship's  proposal  met  with  the  warmest  ap- 
probation among  the  friends  of  reform;  but  not  one  borough 
proprietor  followed  his  &ob^e  and  patriotic  example.''  See 
Wyvillb's  Tracts,  &c. 
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Ai  tbe  tli98oliitioii''0f  ParliaBnent'  in  1^4^ 
J.. Smyth,  Esqi  Col.  Sotharon  and  Sir <R.  Wititi; 
offered  themselves  on  the  rigfat  >  of*  ihe  inhdfei^ 
lants.  Tbetwo  Tormer  fgentiemen  jiad  canvassed 
the  town  before- the  worthy  baronet'  made  hit 
app^araace..  Hc'^ad  not  even  given -tiie  least 
hint,,  that  he  inteoded  to  ofier.  himsetf;  nor  <had 
he  eagagfd  any  Jaw^ag^nt.  .He-  met  with  such 
svpport,  (fts  'to  kave  no  doirbt  'wbat*  would  have 
been  the  oveik,  had  the  emnniehced  ;hts  tanrat 
as  ^art}^  83  the  other  Jjf^tlenien.  The 'two  tfer*- 
mer  wene*reti]med  by  J.  Seaion,  Er<|.  mayor,  :oti 
therightr  of  the  inhabitants;  and  the  Honourable 
W.  0)ckaynetand  J.  Walsh,  E$q.  stood  on  the 
burgage  interest,  and  petitioned  against  the  le* 
galit^  of  the  i  return.  In  June  the  petitTona 
cdma 'befom  a  commfittee,  which  after*  hiearmg 
Dounsel;  ^who  entered'  4M0  -the  same  argumeritti 
as  before,  decided  that  the  tetnm  was  legal; 
lind  )the  memt^ens  enjoyed  the  rpossesMm  of  their 
wads  in •  peace. '  ■ '-^    -'^     '^\   ''''      '  ^  ^  ■ 

Iti  the  year  1798^ -an  «et  epasi^isd  ^to  amend 
the  .Gvenvitie  acfty  i^esp^iing  the  trial  <p(  cokii- 
trbvened  elections.  By  ihis^  act,  where  ^the 
right  of  eteetion^isin  dispdle,''^the  pairties^aireat 
low«fd>tOi  petitibnf;'  and  'if  the  oommfttee  decide 
againk»'tli«  ipetflVMers,  <ah  appeal  is  t6  be  >madi 
wttMhiitWdtcnioiithe;  ^a  comnrktee  ia  again  to 
b^  -  •fqnnedv '  taind  its  deoision  is  to  be  eondusiVe, 
binding'  and  -faiai.  Previous  to  this  act  ^tb^re 
was  no  ilitttr  to'^put^  an-  end  Ip  petitions  •  and 
oontiaata,'  lamd  tiyougb  >a  committee  had*  decM^ 
a  case  against  the  petitioners  repeatedly,  stftt 
the  house  might  be  pestered  with  fresh  p^ti- 
iion&  on  every  new  eleetion.    Finally  to  settle 
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disputes  of  this  kind,  and  with  a  particolar  re* 
ference  to  the  ease  of  Poniefract,  wa^  this  act 
broufi^ht  in  and  passed. 

The  general  election  in  1790  brought  for* 
ward  the  old  members  again  on  the  same  right; 
and  Lord  Gallway,  to  ihe  surprise  of  all  his 
li*iends,  also  offered  himself  on  the  same  right, 
J.  Anstruther,  Esq,  and  C.  Mellish.  Esq.  stood  on 
the  burgage  interest.  The  late  members  were 
returned;  and  the  two  last  gentlemen,  as  osnal, 
petitioned.  On  the  first  of  March,  179l>  ft 
committee  was  appointed,  and  the  petitions  ta* 
ken  into  consideration.  Counsel  for  the  peti« 
tioners  defended  th^  burgage  right  by  the  same 
arguments  which  had  been  on  9t  former  occasion 
produced;  and  the  counsel  for  the  sitting  mem- 
bers in  like  manner  answered  them.  On  the 
ftth  of  March  the  committee  decided  in  favour 
of  the  inhabitants. 

In  June  1791,  J.  Smyth,  Esq.  vacated  his 
seat,  by  accepting  the  office  of  one  of  the  lords 
pf  the  Adntkalty,  aad  wa^  rei^urned  without  op- 
position, Except  from  the  buj*gage  interest.  J. 
IValsh,  Esq.,  in  right  ofi  his  burgage  freehold, 
petitioned}  and  as  this  wat  the  la^t  time  the 
subject  could  come  before  tliA  house  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  abovf-mentioned  art, 
every  possible  effort  was  mude  to  establish  the 
burgage  right.  Qwing  to  a  pressure  of  public 
busine^s^  the  hearing  of  the  petition  was  pat 
off*  till  February  1793.  On  the  I9th  .of  that 
month  the^  committee  sat^  and  continued  till 
the  S7>  when  after  the  fullest  investigation,  it 
was  again  decided  in  favour  of  the  inhabitants. 

T^  counsel   {oj(  the   petitioners   established 
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by  the  deafest  evidenoe,  that  from  the  year  1624, 
till  the  late  decision^  persons  possessing  a  bor* 
gage   freehold   had   claimed    and    exercised   the 
right  of  votings  and  that  the  inhabitants,  bouse* 
holders   resiant,    had   not  iii  one  instance  exer« 
cised   that  right,  nor  had  they   claimed  it  prior 
to  the  year  1770.    Tl>ey  could  however  produce 
no   proof  that   persons  in  possession   of  a  bur*^ 
gage  freehold,  exclusively  enjoyed  and  exercised 
that  right  prior   to   the  year    1634,    nor  could 
they  prove  that   the  right  of  election  had   been 
litigated  after  the  above  period,  till   the  act  of 
George  IL   which  makes  the  last  determination 
of   the    house    of  commons  finally    decisive  te* 
specting  the  right  of  election^    The  whole  efforts 
of   the  counsel   were  directed  to  invalidate  tfae 
decision  of  the   house  in    1624«     The   counsel 
for  the  sitting  members  replied,  and  with  much 
Ibrce   and   perspicuity  Stated    the  circumstances 
respecting   the   resolution   of  the    house  at  the 
above  period,  and  clearly  demonstrated,  that  no 
subsequent    usage    ought    to   establish  a    right, 
and  according  to  the  constitution  of   parliament 
could  not.    They  maintained,   that  the  determi- 
nation of  the    bouse    in    1770,    though   last  in 
point  of  time,  yet  that  in   1624  was  last  when 
the  act  of  George  II.   passed,  and  consequently 
that  the  committee  was  bound   to  consider  the 
right  of  the  inhabitants  as  fully  and  legally  esta* 
blished. 

Thus  after  a  ten  years  contest,  a  contest 
which  cost  large  sums  of  money  to  both  par- 
ties, did  the  inhabitants  see  their  cause  finally 
prevail,  and  their  rights  and  liberties  firmly  and 
unalterably  established. 
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/  lb  1794  Ji  Smyths  Esq.  vacated  his  Mrir  bf 
aGC^pfcing^  the  €i£^ce  of  one  of  tbe  tofis  of  th6 
Treasury^  and  araa  reelected  tariibout  opposMoa 
firom  any  qoaiiter* 

The^eiicfral  ekctton  i»  1796  bneoglii  forward 
Lord  GaUway.  Tho  loog-.  oonnectioii.  of  hii 
Xorabfaip's  CEURJiy  with  the  botougb^  (be  Iiber« 
alifty  of  the  fmiily  to  the  inhabitalitaj  aa  well  ai 
h»  homklip-M  pmpevty,  gmm  him  a  eotwdefable 
intarestv  and  Col.  SotheoM  judged*  it  tnost  pro* 
deo^  t»  decUde  of&ring  himself  isis  a  candidatei 
hk  oonsBifueMe  of  this  bia  >  Londsht]*/  aod  tbt 
HaiK  J.  Smytb  wew  retumodj;  May  3(ltb^  witl^ 
o«fc  op|iotMioih 

At  the  gaoeral^  election  1809,  Lord  Gatt« 
ivsay  deotinad^  and  R.  Senyoar»  ^«  oflTered  oa 
kifl.  iittereat**  Tho  Hon.  J.  Smyth  stood  a§ai0« 
AfiteD  drase  gentltnoe!!  had  comoietioed  their 
caoivasr.  W.  Wrightson^  Esq.  offimed  himsalf  aa  a 
eaodidate.  He-  anas .  suppovted  by  Mveral  neighs 
bouring  genlleaieni;  but  fittding  when  he  bad 
0Di0faed  hia  caovas  that  be  should  not  aneeeoct 
he  deoHaed  pneviow  to  tbe  poll  comneaciiig. 
The  two  other  candidalCB  were  of  course  r» 
tnrnedi   . 

At  the  general  election  in  1806,  R,  R 
Miinca^  Esq.  sopponed  by  Lord  Gallwa|y^  in* 
tenest,  offereA  himaelf,  together  witfe  the  Hoo^ 
J.  Smyth*  NO'oppositioa  waa  at  first  espeeted* 
From  a  concurrence  of  circumstances,  a  third 
emdadate^  at  length  cane  forward,  tfae^  son  of 
the  ancient  and  noble  family  of  Savttla.  His 
Lordriiip's  oonnection  with  the  volootear  cor|ii 
rendered  hiaa  a  ibrnaidaUe  oppeneftt.  Altbot^ 
he  bad  the  disadvantage  of  QomiMmiLmg  iM8>  cbh> 
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vas    tfl^r  the  other   two  gentlemen  had   nearly 
finished  theirs,  yet  he  met  with  considerable  sup- 
port;   and   the   assarance  his    Lordship   received 
from  such  as  had  previously  promised  their  votes^ 
rendered  it  certain  what  would  havfe  been  the  re- 
sult, had  Jie  offered  himself  tarlier.     The  contest 
chiefly   lay  between  his  Li6rdship  and  the.  Hon. 
J.    Sn^ytb*     After  a  warm   and  violent  contest, 
and  carried  on  tlH  bis  Lordship  bad  not  a  man 
to    poll,  the  old  member,  together  with   R.  P. 
Mihies;    Esq.  <  was   returned.      The   number    of 
votes  stood    air    follows^    Lord    PolHngton  394, 
R.   P.  Milties,   Esq.  484,   Hon.    J.   Smyth  371, 
At  the  general  eiectioh  An  1607,   the  same 
candidates  again-  offered  for  the  boroo^.     Flat^ 
tered  by  :ihe' rte^ptionhe.  had   bbfore  met  Witb, 
JLord  Pollini^bn  again  came  forward ;  and  becom«- 
ing  the  p<)pnl^r>  candidatei  nearly  received  a  vote 
from  every  one  of  the  electors.    This^  contest  be- 
ing bettveen  the  two  late  members,  as  might  be 
expected,    was   arduous  and    sufficiently   violent^ 
The  tv^o  parties  were  nearly  equal,  in  strength; 
the  one  being  supported  in  general   by    the  to- 
nanby  of  ILord  Gallway,  and  the  interest. which 
his  *  dwn  respectable '  family;  :  residing  near    the 
town,  naturally   creates;    the  other  by  the  at- 
iachmebt  of  old  friends,!  and  the  important  ser^ 
vices  he  had.  rendered  to  the  borough.      Every 
art,  usual  on  such  occasions,  was  tried  by  each 
party  to  turn  the   popular  mind,  a'nd  bring  the 
struggle  to  a  successful  conclusloo.     At  last  the 
poll   commenced,   and  during  the    first  day  the 
two   parties  kept  so   near  to    each  other,    that 
there  was  only   a  difibrence  of  one  vote  at  the 
conclusion;.  The  next;  day  the  battle  was  equally 

Q  q  q  * 
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well  fought;  and  when  the  poll  closed^  R.  P. 
Milnes  was  only  nine  a  head  of  his  opponeot 
He  and  Viscount  Poliington   were  retarned. 

Thus  terminated  the  arduous  struggle;  and 
the  Hon.  J.  Smyth,  who  by  his  pei severing  ex- 
,  ertiouH  had  secured  to  the  inhabitants  their 
rights,  after  having  bclen  in  parliament  twenty* 
three  years  as  their  representative,  found  him- 
self the  utisuccessful  candidate.  This  event  did 
not  arise  from  want  of  attachment  in  bis  friends, 
but  from  circumstan^s  which  no  prudence  could 
avoids  nor  any  influence  counteract.  In  the 
course  of  twenty  years  a  new  race  had  sprung 
up;  many. strangers  had  come  to  reside  in  the 
borough;  and  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  these 
would  not  feel  all  the  respect  for  the  old  re* 
representative  which  his  tried  friends  might  wish. 
In  short  these  being  wholly  indifierent  to  past 
transactions,  were  ready  to  give  their  votes  as 
their  connections,  prejudices,  dr  expectations 
might  influence. 

The  friends  of  this  gentleman  have  testified 
the  highest  respect  for  his  past  services;  and 
so  long  as  fair  freedom  is  esteemed  the  Eng- 
Jishman's  birth-right,  so  long  as  the  elective 
franchise,  shall  be  deemed  a  privilege;  so  long 
will  the  name  of  Smyth  be  associated  with  free- 
dom in  the  borough  of  Pontefract. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the" Members  returned 
for  Pontefract. 

16th  JAMES    I. 

16S0,  George  Skillet, — Edmunds  Sands^  Jun. 

21st   JAMES    I. 

16349  Sir  Tho.  Wentworth^ — Sir  Joha  Jackson^ 
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1st    CHAt^LES    I. 

1625,  Sir  John  Jackson,— Sir  Rich.   Beaumont. 

1st    CHARLES    I. 

S6,  Sir  John  Jackson, — Francis  Foljambe. 

Srd    CHARLES    I. 

29,  Sir*  John  Jackson, — ^Sir  John  Ramsden. 

15th    CHARL£S    I. 

40,  Sir  John  Rmnsdw, — Sir  G.  Wentworth, 

l6th    CHARLES    I. 

41,  Sir  George  Wentworth,  (M^ojley)-r-Sir  G. 

Wentworth,   (of  Wentworfh  House,) 
46,  Henry  Arthmgtoni-r-William  White. 

nth    CHARLES    II. 

58,  John  Lord  Lambert, — ^John  Hewley  ^, 

60,  Sir  Geo.  Saville, — William    Lowther, 

61,  Sir  John   Dawney,-TT William  Lowther, 
78,  Sir   John   Dawney, — Sir  Patientius  Ward, 

81,  Sir   John  Dawney,— ^ir  Patientius  Ward, 
85,  Lord  Downe,— Sir  Thomas  Yarborougb, 
88,  Lord  Downe,-— Sir  Thomas  Yarborougb, 
90,  Sir  ^ohn '  B|and,^***HeBrv  Downe, 

95,  Sir  William  Lowther, — Robert   Moncton^ 
98,  John  Bright,*^Sir  John  Bland, 
1701,  William   Lowther,— Sir  John  Bland, 
S,  William   Lowther,-i^Sir  John  Bland, 
5,  Wrflfdim  Lowtb6f,*-**Sir  John  Bland, 
8*  William  Lowther,— Sir  John  Bland, 
10,  Robert  Prank* — Sir  John   Bland, 

13,  Robert  Frank.^^John   Dawney, 

14,  Hugh  BetheI,T-Sir  William  Lowther, 

82,  John  Lowther,— rSir  William  Lowther, 
27,  John  Lowther,— Sir  WiHiam  Lowther, 
34,  Lord  Gallway, — ^Sir  WiHiam   Lowther. 

•  The  above  li4  is  Uken  from   Willis^a  Noiiti^  Par!ia« 
mentarisu 
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1741,  Lord  GallwBy,~George  Pitt, 
47,  William  Moocton, — George  Pitt, 
54,  Lord  Gallway, — Sambroke  Trneman, 
61,  Lord  Gallway,— Wm.  Gerard  Hamilton  % 
68,  Lord  Gallway, — Henry  Strachey, 
74,  Sir  John  Goodrick, — C.  Mellisb, 
80,  Lord  Gallway, —  William  Needham, 

83,  J.  Smytli, — -  — —   

84,  J.  Smyth,r*— Colonel  ;Sotherony 
.  90,  J.  Smyth, — ^Colonel  Sotberco, 

96,  J.  Smyth, — Lord  Gallway. 

1802,  J.  Smytb,~IL    BenyoD, 

6,  J.  Smyth,— R,  P.  Milcies, 

7i  R*  P.  Milnesr-Lord  PoUington. 

RELIGIOUS  SECT& 

(  Within  Ihb  town  4i)ere  ar^  the  usnsal  and 
prevailing  denonmiations  of  professing  christiws, 
— Catholics,  Disaenters,  Wesleyao  Metfaodists,  and 
a  society  of  friends,  commonly  GaUe4  Quakers. 

CathoUes  r 

Several  ancient  famlies,  respecMibte  fi>r  their 
property,  in  this  neighbourhood*  mii«tained  an 
unshaipen  attachment  to  the  catholic  p^«se,  tbo' 
exposed  to  all  the  rigour  4)i  the  penal  slatotes; 
and  when  the  lenient  and  tolerent  spirit,  of  the 
age,  .outrun  that  of  the  law,  tb^  Catholns  emer- 
ge4  from  their  obscurity,-  and  assembled'  to  wor« 
ship  according  to  their  ov^n. modes  and  opinions. 
They  ventured  publicly  to  address  the  Virgin- 

*  From  tiie  restoration  the  list' is  taken' fimii  Went^orth; 
and  the  remaiiuier  from  the  jouniab. 
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Motber,  and  to  revere  the .  MIowed  relics  of 
paat^  age^;  to  o.^r  t|ie,  sacri6ce  of  fb^^  mass, 
auji  again  %i^  celebrate,  their  holy  tpysteries '^^i 

Their  number  in.  this  place  has  pever  ,ex^ 
ceeded  thirty  or  forty  persons.  Their  place  of 
worshtrp,  till:  lately,  .wa?  a  room  in  the,  house 
9ccupie4  by  their  teacher.  They  have,  ^ow 
erected  a  plaqe  of  worship  on  a  more  eolarged 
9;cale;  s|nd  aijap^ed  to  all  the  pecniiar  ceremo* 
nies  of  their  worship f.  The  bui|ding  is  a  neat 
structure,  and   its ;  interior  well  finished. 

Protestant  Nonconformist  Dissenters.  : 


u. 


The  rise  of  the  Dissenters,  as.  a  distinct 
body,  dates,  frpm  the  time,  when  the  .^ct  of 
Uniformity  .was  passed:  A  considerable^  nuni«> 
ber  of  the  clergy,  who  then  filled  the  chuiqhe^ 
were  i^ither .  Presbyterians  or  Independents ;,  an4 
were  thus  denominated  from  thcnr  opinions  .r^ 
specti^g  the  nature  of  a  christian  church,  an4 
the  xno^p  of  ijts  government.  >  Tl^  ibrmer  of 
these  maintained,  that  in  the  New  Testament 
the  terms  bishop,  elder,  or  presbyter  are  applied 
to  the  same  person,  and  that  there  is  no  proof 
of  a  bishop  enjoying  any  superior  sanctity  or 
'  •  *  In  the  ^ear  «79l,  an  act  was  fNL4«ed  to  repeal  tht 
penal 'laws  againtt  tlfli  body,  and  to  allow  thegcQeral  privU 
kg(»  of  oilier  liods  on^  taking  oertaiii  pletctbed  oolhti 

t  The  ground  on  w4iich  thiibuiiding  faasbsen  ended 
M  in  old  deedn,  called  Haiyvsallt,  As  in  ^t  timet  of  the 
Saxons,  lands  were  olien  held  o^  the  church,  on  the  condition 
of  tfae  tenant  keeping  the  church  in  repair  &c:  U  it  nOla  pro* 
hihk^'  tJMit  tftiis  lotad  :wa«  held  by.  toch  a  tenure)  •:  That  (h» 
proprietor  avas  bbwad  to  keep  m  rcpaii  the  holy  iKalls*«i»  mi 
the  ehuich>  It  was  either  hdd  by  tuch  tenuis,  or  pth^nrM 
it  has  been  the  site  of  some  religious  house. 
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aothority  over  the  presbyter,  while  the  church 
continued  separate  from  the  state.  They  con- 
tencled,  that  there  ought  to  be  no  difference 
of  rank  among  the  clergy ;  and  that  the  church 
ought,  according  to  scripture  and  the  purest 
ages,  to  be  governed  by  provincial  synods  and 
a  genera!  assembly;  The  Independents  agreed 
ivith  the  Presbyterians  on  all '  subjects,  except 
the  last.  Tliey  maintained  that  each  christiaa 
society  had  a  right  to  choose  its  own  minister, 
and  to  regulate  its  interior  aflairs,  unawed  by 
any  superior  influence,  and  without  being  amen- 
able to  any  earthly  tribunal. 

On  passing  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  *  those 
ivho  held  these  opinions  could  not  fn  consci- 
ence comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  act;  and 
Virere  therefore  compelled  eHlier  to  make  a  false 
declaration,  or  finally  to  leave  the  establishment. 
They  chose  the  latter,  and  on  the  24th  of  Au- 
gust, 166®.  two  thousand  cleri;ymen  quitted 
their  livings,  and  voluntarily  submitted  to  po- 
verty, disgrace  and  persecution,  rather  ihan  sub- 
scribe to  declarations  they  did  not  believe.  No 
other    age,    no    other    country,   ever    witnessed 

*  This  bill  was  hastely  brought  into  the  bouse,  and  ob* 
sequiouft  n\  the  parlbunenls  of  Charles  were,  it  met  with  such 
▼kilent  opfNMition,  that  every  exiBition  of  the  crown,  aod  att 
the  direct  and  indirect  inAiience  which  could  be  u«sd»  was  kutd 
nccetmryi  m  order  to  get  it  through  tlie  House  of  Commons. 
At  last  this '  act  passed  in  the  House  of  Commoas  by  a  majo* 
rity  of  only  six,  the  yeas  being  ISdi,  and  the  noes  180. 

The  reader  who  wishes  to  know  how  far  the  object  of 
this  act  has  been  attained,  may  conmlt  Afchdeacon  fibck* 
bume's  Confessiona};  Overtones  ^  True  Churchman  ascertained," 
and  the  publications  to  which  this  work  has  given  rite  wilhiQ 
these  few  years  past. 
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mcb  a  sacrifice  of  ittterest  to  principle;  and 
while  the  love  of  truth,  honour,  integrity  and 
liberality  is  cherished^  these  men  cannot  fail  to 
receive  their  due  measure  of  praise. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Farret,  who  had  laboured 
for  some  years,  in  the  church  of  St.  Giles' 
here^  was  one  of  the  respectable  number  of  sece* 
ders  from  the  establishment.  Though,  far  advan^ 
ced  in  years,  Calamy  says,  *'  He  was  a  constant, 
laborious  preacher,  of  competent  gifts  and  learn^ 
ing.''  He  had  an  excellent  library,  and  though 
on  quitting  the  church  he  was  reduced  to  great 
straits,  like  most  men  of  letters,  he  chose  to 
part  with  any  thing  rather  than  his  books.  He 
met  with  a  kind,  friend  in  a  Mr.  Ward,  who 
resided  in  the  old  mansion^  called  the  court,  in 
Tanshelf,  in  whict)  township  he  also  enjo)red  a 
considerable  estate*  .  Under  his  hospitable  roof 
Mr.  Farret,  ahd  those  Christians  who  adhered 
to  him,  met  to  worship  God  according  to  the 
opinions  they  held  respecting  the  nature  of  a 
christian  cburcL 

This  respectable  scholar  and  divine,  worn  out 
with  labour,  was  the  year  following  removed 
out  of  a  tempestuous  world  to  a  state  of  rest. 
He  died  in  t^e  sixty-fourth  year  of  his  age. 

The.  little  society  be  had  formed,  and  to 
which  he  had  preached  during  the  last  year  of 
his  Hfe,  stilt  subsisted  and  rf^mained  firm  to  its 
principles  after  his  demise.  The  Rev.  J.  Noble 
succeeded, hirp  as  minister;  and  continued  to  la-! 
bpur  among  thtem  as  much  as  the  persecuting 
spirit  of  the  times  would  permit  ^,  for  the  space 

*  From  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.  to  the  revolution, 
the  Dlssentgrt  were  peraecuted  with  a  severity  which  will  re^ 
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of  sixteen  years..    He  died  Feb.   11,  ld79»  agei 
iixty-eigbt  years.     Calamy  gives  the  fi^llowing  ac* 
couHr  of  him.    ^  He  wai(  b«frn  at  Asleby»  ia  the 
parish    of  HcAden,     1611.     He   was  arittiited  at 
CMfi  Col  Camh   in    1630.      Ill    1687  -he  was 
IninishT.  dt   Whftgtft.     In    1646  faeremoTed  td 
SmeatbRy    where  he  continued*  till   the   Act  of 
Unifbrmtty.     He  was/tsof  PXoeHetit^  uiefol,  aixl  a 
yolid  diviner  »  mfiaii  of  a  happy  xhQinorf/greKt 
pre»etice  of  ihind;  dnd  ready  wit;  &  mighty  op^ 
poser  oP  theciaetidus  and  tmvaAlA 'of  ihe  tiines. 
He  wasi  an  excellent  disputant^  w*l  never  losi 
or  dnpapagckl  his  cause  or  rtpiitatioa   by  .  igoo* 
r4ilce  .;or' pUssion.  .    -   *      » 

(  '  H6  watf  siieceeded  by  the  Her*  J»  Heywood, 
the.  youngef:  son  of  the  great  and  good  Oliver 

ftect  'dii;grace  ^on  the  intolerant  q>iht  of  the  ^.  Some 
Ihouftands  lost  their  Irres  in  prison;  mi  tMe  Idss  of  prqierty 
^hlch  Urny  avmin^d  by  Iffgalprooeasias  ibid  fin^,  amounted  to 
the  stun  oi  /up  fHilliws,^  '     '    « • 

The  Dissenters  here  had  their  share  in  .the  ^mmon  cala- 
mity, 'the  Casffe  Chain  House  was  then  used  as  a  prison, 
and  several  were  confined  thene  tor  daring  to  dsim  and  ex* 
trwe»  what  every  liberal  maii^  whether  in  or  <diit  of '  die  esia^ 
blishnm^.  now  adAiiU,  the  right  ^,  priyal#  ju^fpieol.  Ttrni^ 
tion  ha^  handed  dowi^  that  one  of  the  MedlevA^  who., had  a 
large  family,  was  confined  there  at  the  time  William !an(j\  Mary 
landed.  The  news  of  this  event  rapidiy  ^prestd'  through  the 
cduniry,  and  a  brother  of  the'  dbov«-mentioned  ^tteman, 
wen|  down  to  Ferry  bodge.  I  to  obain  iiirtkir  iacelligeaca 
^hile  ,he  remained  there  fn-evpreN  arrivedltf  oMoring  thjr  pri^ 
ions  to  bo  opened,  and  all  personal  confined  oa  account  of  re- 
ligion, immediately  to  be  set  at  liberty.  The  ^ood.  man  in- 
itabdy  kneeled  dowti  bn  the  bridgig  to  return  Ihahks  to  beaveiii 
|br  a  favour^so  filterasiing  to  fai&iseUi  lut  flklkb  and  Us 
oounlry. .  ..    ,  .    \   ,  <    :-    .r.     *Ji..     .» 

This  family,  which  has  nearly  become  extinct,  here,  will  pro- 
bttUy  be  'perpetuated  in  the  desteiidents  of  6ie  Ikte  Rev.  & 
Medley^  of  Liverpool. -  *'     -  -      *  '' 
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Hejwood;  whose  persecuiioiis  were  severe,  whose 
pi0ty  and  worth  are  not  often  equalled;  who  waa 
generally  and  justly  bdoTed,  and  for  whom  pron 
vidence  almost  niiracalously  provided*'  During 
the  lime  of  his  son's  ministry  he  occasionally 
preached  for  him,  as  appears  from  his  own  diary. 
His  son  John  came  here  from  Rotherham,  but  how 
long  he  continued  his  ministerial  labours  is  nofe 
known.  Tradition  has  handed  down  the  Uet^ 
that  he  died  here;  and  was  buried  in  the  old 
Dissenting  Meeting4iouse.  It  is  probable,  from 
the  period  his  successor  laboured  in  the  ministry^ 
that  bis  death  may  be  referred  to  the  year  1720. 

The  Re^.  ■■    Stomford  followed  hire;  % 

gentlemjan  whose  knowledge  rendered  him  deap 
to  his  own  hearers^  and  justly  respected  by  all 
who  knew  him.  In  his  ^ime  the  Dissentera 
were  considerable  in  ';their  numbers,  and  respeclU 
able  i A  pcritit  of  property.  The  families  of  Iju 
pidgef,  WaterbcMei  Ktpljtip  and  others  belonged* 
to  this  bbdv.  •  This  respedable  divine  died  in 
the  y^ar  1746.  ^ 

For  some  time  the  congregation  was  de8<»> 
Htute  of  a  pastor*  .  At  length  the  Rev.  •« — 
Coppotk  canie^  atid  w&s^  chosen  to  be  their 
teachi^.    This'  gentleman  had  received  a  liberal 

*  The  lined  ^escei&dAiit  ^f  tiis  great  man,  is  Sergeant 
Heyjvoaa,  of  Mcttinirinai;  awf  Mkm.  r^imtaUe  fiuwly  of  Hey- 
woods,  al  W^keM^  «|ici3g.  fronv^Us  ^tlw  Nathani^.  S^e 
his  life  by  Fawpit. 

t  John  Milnips,  of  Wakefield,  merchant,  married  Elizabeth, 
datt^ter  of  Ridia^d  Lapidgc-^Ei^er  Lapidge,  the  second 
da«ighter;  married  tlm  Rev.'  Isaac  WjUumou,  f>isseiiling  nanism 
t^.  ^  Wartef.  ttW  JSaWfX,  Wd  mcfMff  i^  t^e  presei^t 
Isaac  Wilkinscw/  of  TaptoorHp^se,  jjuw  CbesterfieW,  banker. 
Ann,  4be  third  daii^hter,  married  to  John  Kiphn,  of  Ack-i 
worth,  gentleman.  i     ■  . 

R  r  r  * 
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education;  and  as  a  scholar  bad  the  esteem  of 
those  who  knew  him,  He  embraced  the  tbeo- 
logicai  sentimpnts  of,  Socinits;  and  for  a  period 
of  thirty-sfx  years  he  preached  and  defended 
them.  He  >  hved  to  see«  that  thepe  sentioients, 
though  considered  as  most  consonant  to  reason^ 
are  not  the  best  calculated  to  reform  the  pr(^« 
gate,  to  promote  a  sp  fit  of  wartn  aad  lively  devo- 
tion, or  to  increase  a  congregation.  This  gentle- 
man found  a  respectable  oongreglition,  and  he 
preached  it  away,  i^e.died  in  1782,  and  had  on^ 
ly  tM'o  or  three  families  who  attended  bis  ministry. 

On  his  d^mise^  son  e  persons  who  had  em- 
braced those  sentiments  generally  calM  evan- 
gelical)  united  together  in.  order  to  obtain  a 
DiFsenting  teacher  of  similar ,  sentinpiefits  •  with 
their  own.  They  repaired  (the  o]d  meetin^-^bouse, 
which  had  fallen  into,  ctec^y)  and  they  invited 
the  Rev.  W.  Tap,  to. take  l^be  paiitorai  charge 
over  them.  Axx^Ordingly  he  pais^  and  continued 
to  discharge  the  dutiea  p(  his  ^  office  till  1791, 
when  he  removed,  and  was  succeed  by  the 
author.  ... 

The  late  Hans  Bask,  Esq.  who  during  the 
latter  y«irs  of  his  life,  ususllly  spent  the  winter 
in  this  place, :  gave  bimsi^lf,  and  collected  among 
bis  friends,  a  sum  oC  im^ney  to  ^rcbase,  or 
erect,  a  house  for  the  Dissenting!  milkister.  On 
bis  demise,  this  money  was  paid  in  by  bis  ex- 
ecutor, R.  S.  Milnes,  M.  P.  With  which  an 
bouse  was  purchased,  and  ground  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new.meeting-boijse.  In-tbe.year  1795 
this  structure  was  beg^n,  and  completed  in  1796. 
The  building  is  neat  and  well  finished. 

Mary  Reynolds,    cousin  to  Patience  Ward, 
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Esq.  by  her  will,  dateid  the  17th^of  Apr.  1721, 
gave  to  him  the  sum  of  twenty  pound;;,  to  be  laid 
out  in  land,  the  rents  and  profits  of  which 
were  for  ever  to  go  to  the.  minister  of  the  Dis- 
semtng  chapel  in  Tanshelf;  and  if  it  shonid 
happen,  that  there  should  be  no  Dissenting 
minister  to  preach  in  the  said  chapel,  or  else- 
ivhere  in  Tanstelf  or  Pohtefract,  the  said  reilts 
should  go  to  the  use  of  the  poor-  of  Pontefract 
and  Tanshelf,  and  be  distributed  amongst  ihem 
at  the  discretion  of  the  said  Patience  Ward, 
£sq.  the  executor  of  the  said  will,  and  his 
heirs  for  ever. 

In  complianoe  with  the  above  will  Patience 
Ward,  Esq.  purchased  a  small  close,  called 
Carleton-Gate  Close,  which  was  surrendered  to 
him  in  Tanshelf  court,  for  the  uses  specified.  On 
the  back  of  the  surrender  it  is  observed,  that 
the  society  of  Dissenters,  by  a  collection  among 
then^selves,  raised  above  ten  pounds  more  in  or- 
der to  complete  the  purchase,  the  sum  be- 
queathed* by  Mrs.  Keynolds  not  being  sufficient 
&>r  that  purpose.  . 

2uaker's  Meeting-hou^. 

Although  the  tenets  of  the  people  called 
Quakers  began  to  spread  abroad  as  early  as 
the  year  1655,  through  the  searching  and  pow- 
erftil  ministry  of  Fox,  Penn,  Barclay  and  many 
others,^  yet  we  do  not  fmd  that  any  building 
was  erected  in  this  town  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting,  and  performing  public  worship  in,  un- 
til the  year  1685,  when  the  plot  of  ground  in 
Southgate^  00  which  the  present  building  stands. 
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wa%  gWeb,  by  Thomte  En^isb^  of  diis  place, 
grocer^  to  John  Seatoo^  df  Blytha^  JNottiogbam- 
ahire^  yeoman,  Henry  Jecksofi,  of  Tottess,  in 
WooMale,  Ridiard  Morton,  of  Woodand  Hili, 
yteoman,  Robert  Clprk&on^  of  Poatefraot,  grooer, 
Henry  Calf^  of  Pontefraot,  Malster,  and  their 
heirs  and  assiigns  for  ever^  in  trust  to  erect  t 
tneeting-faouse  on,  and  for  a  burial  {dace  for  the 
mse  of  the  members  of  this  society. 

The  present  remaining  trustees  are  John 
Lealham>  John  Thistlethwaite  and  Josc^ph  John* 
fion. 

This  society  has  been  more  niimerous  than 
it  is  at  present.  Several  of  the  members  have, 
by  honest  and  persevering  industry,  raited  them- 
aelvto  to  opdence;  and  their  general  conductt 
in  maby  respecta,  reflect!  honour  oA  Iheir  prin^ 
oiples. 

Whkyan  MethPiisei  Chdipel 

Itinerants  bekmgiti^  to  this  body^  sometine 
after  its  rise,  obtained  admission  into  tbe  town, 
and  soon  formed  a  small  society.  They  increased 
by  degrees,  and  in  the  year  1789  laid  tbe 
foundation  stone  of  their  meeting-house.  This 
building  was  cotepleted  and  open^  April  4. 
1790,  by  an  appropriate  discourse^  deliverd  by 
Mr.  Mather.  Soon  alber  the  bead  of  this  society, 
the  ftev.  J.  Wesley,  visited  the  town,  and 
preached  in  the  meeting-house  to.  a  large  and 
crowded  audience. 

From  Pontefract  the  itenerants  have  diverged 
in  all  directions^  and  formed  smidl  societies  in 
the    surrounding  villages.     Two  of  tbe  iiegnlar 
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preadMs  reside  here  during  Ibe  period  granted 
by.  tbe  Gonferenoe,  the  fiupceme  legislative  body 
of  this  society*  The  mimber  of  tbe  people  wlio 
Attend  varies  according  to  tbe  tdents  of  the  preach- 
er9.  Among  tbe  loiier  classes  their  labouits 
fasnrebe^  usebA  bare,  as  in  most  other  places. 

Modetn  stale  qf  the  Tffom. 

The  town  of  Ponteftact  yidds  to  few  ia 
the  neatness  of  its  buildings.  Its  streets  are 
open  and  s^cions;  kept  clean  and  in  good  re* 
pair.  Tliere  being  no  mannfadories  carried  on, 
tbe  atosospbere  is  never  loaded  with  the  smoke 
of  steam  engines,  and  tbe  air  is  uncommonly 
pure  and  salubrious. 

Makket. — ^Tfae  market  is  beU  on  Saturday; 
and  is  well  supplied  with  the  best  butcher's 
meat,  poultry  and  fish.  Large  quantities  of 
grain  of  every  discription  are  brought  and  S(M 
iiere. 

Fairs. — ^The  principal  fairs  ane  St.  Andrew*! 
fair,  on  the  first  Ss^irday  ia  December;  Gan^ 
diemas  fair,  the  first  Saturday  after  February 
13;  St.  Giles'  fair,  the  first  Saturday  afler  Sep. 
l%\  and  all  the  moveable  fairs,  Palm-Sunday 
atKl  Trinity  Sunday  to  be  beM  on  the  Saturday 
before  each  of  ^tissB  days  respectively. 

LAKB.-^Tbe  soil  is  in  geaeral  excellent;  and 
in  tbe  highest  state  of  cultivation.  The  gardens 
and  nursery^  grotinds  above  the  town  are  exten* 
sive.  The  superfluous  produce  of  the  one  is 
regularly  carried  to  the  populous  towns  of 
Leeds  and  Wakefield;  and  seedlings  from  the 
other  are  conveyed  to  tbe  most  distant  parte  of 
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the  land.  Licorice  has  been  long  cnkiTated 
with  success;  and  Poatefract  licorice  cakes  are 
well  known  throughont  the  British  empire. 

The  population  of  the  town,  as  taken  in 
ISO  I,  is  as  follows;  houses  inhabited  6999 
bouses  not  inhabited  ^48,  families  7QS»  males 
1394,  females  1703.  Total  3097.  The  popula- 
tion has  iqqreased  pear  six  hundred  since  the 
year  1764.  The  number  of.  families  then  was 
638,  and  of  persons  2515. 

Few  men  whii  have  ranked  high  in  church 
or  slate,  or  who  have  been  distinguished  in  the 
annals  of  literature,  have  either  been  born  or  re- 
sided in  the  town  of  Pontefnict.  It  is  probable 
that  no  further  information  can  be  obtained  than 
what  has  already  been  given,  from  Inland,  respect* 
ing  the  monkish  historian,  Thomas  de  Castleford. 
Gough  has  notioed  several  particulars  respecting 
the  indefatigable  antiquary  Dr.  Johnson,  who 
spent  tlie  greatest  part  of  his  life  here.  He  is 
said  to  have  made  large  collections  for  the 
history  ot  Yorkshire*.  Where  he  was  born,  or 
where  he  ended  his  days,  is  uncertain> 

Bishop  Bramhall,  who  was  Primate  of  Ireland, 
after  the  restoration,  was  born  here.  He  rose  by 
his  learning  and  talents  to  this  distinguished  ho* 
nour,  and  high  station  in  the  church.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  contentions  of  Charles  I. 
reign;  and   after    the    fatal   battle  of   Marston 

*  Dr.  Burton  says,   "  that  he  hsd  the  use  of  above  one 

hundred  folio  volumes  relatbg  to  this  county,  collected  by 
this  Indefatigable  physician,  then  in  the  hands  of  R.  Frankj 
Esq.  of  Campsall.  Part  of  this  collection  was  sent  to  Lon-i 
don  and  sold^  and  the  remainder  are  iu  the  possession  of  6, 
Franks  Esq. 
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Moor»  with  many  otlier$,  fled  to  the  Continents 
There.be  cbiffly  remained  till  the  restoration^ 
when  he  received  the  bisboprick  of  Armagh,  as 
a  rewaifdf  for  bis  fidelity  and  servioea.  .  He  died 
in   JuT^   1663, 

The  ,  author  of:  the  Newcastle  Rider,  and 
other ,  ,poems»  merits  notice,  as  an  instance  of 
native. genius,,  without  the  advantage  of  a  lite* 
raryi  c^uoatioa.  His  name  was  Lun,  land  his 
occupation  thdt  of  a  barben  The  .first  attempt 
to  obt^Jq  the  fr^^pnei  of  the  borough  brought 
bis  poetioal  talients  into  ex^cise;  and  bis  various* 
squibs-  and  .  effusions  obtained,  considerable  ap** 
plause».  .  These  prodpctioos  were  ooUected  to**^ 
gether  and  publish^  under  the  title  of  Duniad* 
Some  of  the  pieces  in  the  collection,  for  keen« 
ness  of  satire  and  justness  of  sentiment^  would 
not  disgrace  the  pen  of  a  Churchill. 

For  persons  unconnected  with  trade,  Ponte- 
fract  is  a  mosc  pleasant  and  agreeable  situation. 
It  is  surrounded  by  the  seats  of  nobles  and  opu- 
lent commoners;  and  persons  of  small  or 
large  fortunes,  may  find  as:reeable  society  either 
in  the  town  or  neighbourhood,  according  to 
their  own  wishes  and  rank. 

The  state  of  morals,  if  not  such  as  the  man 
of  piety  could  wish,  is  at  least  not  worse  than 
what  generally  obtains.  The  lower  orders  are 
more  refined  and  polished  than  in  some  larger 
commercial  towns;  and  are  even  more  sober 
and  temporate;  not  that  they  are  It^ss  inclined 
to  the  usual  vices  of  the  age,  but  their  resources 
are  more  limited  and  confined.  The  rich  and 
the  opulent  invariably  display  the  virtues  of 
humanity^  compassion  and  benevolence.    To  the 
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cries  of  <he  wretched  they  are  not  inseostUe, 
but  objects  of  real  distress  ever  meet  with  the 
most  speedy  and  generous  relief. 

Improvements  id  morals^  in  internal  order 
and  government,  are  still  wanting;  and  a  re- 
spect for  tlie  prosperity  of  the  place,  not  only 
i^rompts,  but  compels  the  acknowiedgement. 
The  decorum  due  to  the  christian  Sabbath  is 
commonly  and  grossly  violated;  and  as  a  pro- 
per attention  to  the  duties  of  this  d&y  will  be 
found  to  be  the  best  guardian  of  private  tod 
public  virtue,  it  is  to  be  wished  that  the  re- 
spectable part  of  tlie  inhabitants  would  sanctioo 
by  their  own  exampte,  and  exert  their  influence 
to  promotie  the  general  observance  Of  it. 
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CHARTERS 

btLONGING  TO  THE  CORPORATION. 


CHARTER  OF  ROGER  DE  LACY. 


•Persons  prc^tar  and  to  come,  kixHr  that  I  Roger  de  laef,  Cunauble  ofChetter^ 
liave  ghren  and  gmntcd,  and  by  ihU  my  present  charter  have  confirmed  to  my  bur- 
gesses ofPohuefrait  and  their  heirs  and  sucoetsori,  their  liberty,  and  free  burgh,  and 
their  tolu  to  be  held  of  me  and  my  hein»  in  Ste  and  by  dsKent  freely  and  quietly, 
boQCMirably  and  entirely, 

YieMiiig  yearly  to  me  and  my  heirs  for  all  services  twelvepence  for  every  whole 
toTi*  as  tiMy  did  in  the  time  of  Henry  de  Lacy»  paying  a  moiety  of  the  rent  at  mid- 
Jenc>  and  a  moiety  at  the  feast  of  laitic  Michael.  Moreover  1  ha^e  granted,  and  con- 
6rnked  to  my  aforeaaid  bui-gesses,  and  their  successors  the  liberties  and  tree-laws, 
which  the  buigeliet  of  the  Lord  the  king  of  Grimsby  use,  which  are  these. 
Every  burgess  may  give  or  sell  his  land  to  whoever  he  shall  please,  unless  to  th^ 
religious  (or  in  naoitmain)  the  rent  of  the  lord  bting  reserved,  and  he  shall  enter  a 
plea,  and  render  the  land  into  the  band  of  the  headboroogh  (or  prctor)  for  the  use 
of  the  lord)  and  he  sball  give  a  penny  of  tribute,  and  the  headboiough  shall  give 
the  land  to  the  buyer,  of  the  giii  of  the  brd,  clear  from  all  things,  and  the  pur^ 
chaser  shall  likewise  give  a  penny.  Whoever  shall  purchase  any  part  of  any  toit^ 
.  and  shall  have  been  seised  tbeteol  as  ahovt  prescribed  is  as  free  as  if  he  had  bought 
a  whole  toft.  If  any  person  shall  have  many  booses  in  his  lofi,  and  shall  let  them 
to  any  persons,  they  shall  be  free  to  sell  and  buy  all  mercbaadiccs,  but  he  shall 
give  feurpcnce  a  year  to  the  headborough.  He  who  shall  dwell  in  a  mansion 
house  shall  be  unmolested  and  free  as  if  he  was  a  burgess.  Whoever  shall  commit 
a  fbrfeitare  in  the  boraogh  aforesaid,  there  he  shall  be  attached  j  be  shall  stand  to 
the  law  according  to  the  sentence  (or  judgment)  in  the  borough  couru  But  the 
aforesaid  burgesses  shall  not  go  out  of  their  borough  lor  any  plea  or  any  plaint  save 
only  for  pleas  of  the  crown*  When  the  headborough  (or  prsetor)  shall  have  paid 
the  borough  rent  to  the  ktid,  ai  the  feast  of  saint  Michael,  the  lord  shall  remove 
him,  and  shall  substitute  whomsoever  he  shall  please,  but  the  burgesses  will  be  the 
proper  persons  if  only  they  will  be  agreeable  to  give  as  much  as  others. 

He  who  hath  accused  another  person  o('  any  Ofii^nce  in  a  plea  before  the  prstoi, 
that  unjustly  and  without  reason  and  in  peace  and  he  shall  forfeit  to  him,  and  that 
person  shall  deny  the  injury  and  not  the  reason  and  peace  and  whatsoever  he  sayed 
against  him»  that  ptmn  hath  gif  en  a  ^od  annrer  or  teply.    He  who  hath  deii^d 
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the  injury,  or  the  unreasonableness  or  the  peace,  and  hath  noc  been  blase  vort^ 
ofan\   of  them,  he  sbail  be  tryed  according  to  the  laws  of  the  piaetor,  and  by  k.i 
forieiture  (or  fine)  he  shali  recover  bis  answer  (or  reply.)     He  who  shah  bcgia  tj 
deny  hit  words  eiactly  lor  a  negative,  and  shall  aot  eiactly  deny  all,  he  (aib,  and 
by  hi«  lurieiiure  he  shall  recover  hi)  answer  (ur  r^ply.)    The  lorfthure  ol  the  bur- 
gesses if  the  praeiur  ^hall  please  to  aggrieve  any  one  shall  be  asrertarned  by  iweae 
lawful  men  elected  hr  this  purpose.    Moae  uf  the  burgesses  shall  give  his  fbrlei* 
ture  fur  his  first  default  but  (or  the  second,  unless  be  shall  be  able  to  rave  his  rsy. 
Every  burgess  shall  find  pMgcs  for  his  own  proper  aaan\  (ordisties\)  uules>be 
shall  have  been  accused  ot  the  crown  of  the  lord  the  king  or  shall  fail  to  make 
Jiabte  his  proper  pledge.     If  a  servant  of  the  praetor  shall  have  spoken  against  a 
burgess  be  shall  not  answer  w-ithout  a  witness^     If  a  bucg^^ss  shall  have  b««n  accu- 
sed by  his  equal  of  bloodshed  or  Of  batter^  aiid  he  shall  deny  it,  he^hsill  swear  (mT 
purge)  himselt  on  the  sixth  day  ;  if  not  of  bkx)dshcd  he  shall  puige  himself  on  the 
third  day.     If  any  oiher  than  a  burgess  shall  ha^e  been  accused  by  a  burgess  ol  ibe 
same  thing,  he  shall  purge  himself  on  the  twelfth  day.    Every  of  the  borgesses 
whatsoever,  is  bound  lo  assurer  anctber  burgess  without  it  iri^w  and  nota  foreign- 
er unless  concerning  an  apparent  fact  or  a  debt.     If  a  burgess  shall  uke  an  oath  of 
his  equal  unless  it  shall  be  relating  a  debt,  he  shall  forfeit,  if  of  another  than  hii 
^11  he  shtttt  fram  lbrfehui«  k^  A-ee.    If  s  ioffd^fier  «bill icrimvi  «Mh&aD a 
-burgeirs,  he  shaH  bt  svibjeet  to  (he  freatvsi  foHcimr^     I/aifunlpwi  abaU  owra 
'iAebi  to  any  bufgessr^  It  ii  lawful  f<r  hhn  0n«veff  d*y  ofste  wmtk^  tocskca 
^iaatn  t(ur<i.S{reM^)'erhAM  vithwit  the  lieetiofe'  ^'tl«  pmm,  :«ilet»iB  tbelkktoi 
saint  Egidiur.     If  the  naam  of  any  burgess  shall  be  taken«<po>'awui<itii^t  -shah  he 
-at^ut]ged'(fn'  the  t/m  tf^y  df^  rShientWn  (tfr  WfnAi)-  «  MiMiaitf  it  M  4iis  owfi 
isyp^'nces  :  but  iflit  thatt  be  wftwilling  to  do  it,  1i*  thJll  »»i^ui;iS>nVhy  a  fwoptr 
tsMtt  df  wri^«    He  "who^  shtll  cany  Mray  llh6  tetd'^iti^hM^  Murtl  im  liiblMo  taw 
frit-te  this  mamT«rt  to  wit,  for  a  -fiAVhirpg,  fii«  thfllinp  sold  »  tfsiMiwigLr  •  tw  a  hatf- 
pi^miy,  ten  ^MTrngi  ttid  a  %s4rpefiny;  for  'thWB '  f<i#iiign  j  <l»au  shiliings  aad 
"three  fartfaMgS;  for  apenny,  f««nty  sMIlings  and  a  ()«iMy,  « ^  i»  Ii«%l4hr  eveiy 
^lie  in  hh  grmmdHo  niahft  shops  {or  »areh«^»^  -mhitwimnm  Mder  to  acquse 
the  fetm  (orrtfrftl  of  the  lord.    Whtfioevcnr  shall^dcMf  "^MoM^^  mj  ihi^ 
Mher  than«t  Which  lie  «h«n  have 'b««n  «<yusNl/  he  than  towiiaiMi  io  Meituie. 
Cvery  burgess  fftsy  btwig  iwovisien  and  tSi  oth^  in«KliM»idkes4)y  wsitk^m!  by 
r^ttfd,  whenever  he  shWi  pletse,  ^^ithcwt  tcAl  and  tt4biltd^"«iilrfts  be  shall  be  pro. 
fiiVfted  by  (he  Ibrd  or  4ii«  bsitiffi.    We  at^liot obNged  t»it»Wi  Wi  mtf-  ••e«OMn»- 
Ihg  any  otir  tenement  in  %hicb%e  h«ti«  tbent  ^ei«d>fey<«lK^,lAiMl  of  thd-piaiDi^ 
iatid  we  htve  hcM  forone  whele  ye<fr  ttnd  aMay  ^llheut-diitu^aince.  -if  ^fic^ 
ion  AafI  haire  been  summuMd  in  a  plea  df  bs  w>liHsr-iie  ihflllJka«e  bi>Mfflw>lK?e 
tiboufhilbosinesi,  hesboN  hefreewlfenl]eiWiimsfartbt4ays«<24iiAiiBsnce.   If 
toy  btfrgest  slhalllmve  %etiii  accused  «f  iarcetfy'ortfeiaitfyc^yttiy.pQwMi;  ^ 
%ill  try  him  in'  our  boreuffh,  ilhe  t0N!ft'sergeartt'MMiMhi^«tfs;  icVMOMg-the  inr 
together  at  one  tttne.  with  thirty  .six  *eempurgiit6i^;   Jf'tft2anotlfer4Ba»ho'Bhattie 
accused  either  by  ImMle  or  by  wtftcr  lie  f/hJtf  purgeV(or«lieifr)  Himself^-  14o  «0Ibii 
pays  tribute  in  our  borottgh  lt>r  iMIing  ;Ae-or  'tieev.  t'-^Montovwl  4ia«9fi«nHid 
granted  and1>y  nypreserft'chirter  I  have  ^ottfirmed  f^ny  -said  »uife«ii  tf  H^ 
tefract  and  their  herr f  vnrd  %tiece9sun,  •  eMinpiion'  from  tN  lolliand  tsihui^  rtB9i«h 
my  wholeterrttbfy  beidngii^g'toritecMitedf  Piqnielnioif  ^iHl4»'ilM«Mdvof«Cli. 
therow.  And'  my  aibres^id  'burgestet  'df  'Pomeff act  4or4his  flft  «nd  fraiii  of hidgg 
ud'itrmly  en/oying  their  liberty  have  given  me  tl»ee4iuadved  naarhts^tiMrk  -IK^ 
fieiies  Hiiberty  'by  *ibe  g«Oe  of  our  Loni,  Arcbbiibap^  ef  C><iittibmyrifc»ii* 
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Rofef  n^ot,  WmUwr'^f  Ibe  chmch  of  Saint  Mary.  Willjaro  de  Warren,  Ralph 
archdeaoM  o»'  Hewfoi^,  Richard  de  Barrieil,  Simon  de  PatejjhiU,  l^ugh  Peverell, 
Osbert'.hia  ion,  Richard  of  Che»ier,  HMgb  de  Boby,  Roger  dg     .  aventp 

B9l|>h«he  looofR^i  Waller dcBovirii,  Aliunde  Sinderby.  Tbpmas  ihe  loa 
oi  Th^maitRubeftl©  Vavaier,  Aldrudde  Duiioi),  Robeti  Walen^js,  Aldred  dp, 
RfiineviUe.  John  d«  BirKin.  Jwiiiim  of  Uvenirs,  Thomas  of  Brineville.  Dated 
the  «xih  of-  1)^  idt»-pf'  June,  a«  Wesimmster.belore  lh«  ji^ticw  of  Iljchard  th© 
lord  tbe- Jung  in  ilie  fifiii  ;yp9r  of  bis  cnnM^im. 

CHARTER  OF  ROGER  DE  LACY. 

ALL  pwio»f  ,pr««eiH  and  lo  come.  Know  ihat  I  Roger  ^e  Uof,  ConstJjble  of 
Chester,  have  given  and  granted,  and  by  this  ray  present  clianer  have  confirmed 
to  4By  tMg«ssa%#f  fuiHefracr,  ^o  have  lai«d  in  the  fooiv.  Nine  acorp  acres  of 
arable  land,  and  (9w»tt»  acrefi  J»d  ;in  haif  in  the  rooor,  to  bold  m>  tb,em  ^4 
their  lieirt  oima  and  my  btiri.  frcfiy,  quM?t*y,  p^awably,  yielding  th^eCyre  year- 
ly to  me  and  my  heirs  for  all  service,  f«r  eirery  acpe,  four  pence  ol  fiern^  or  rent 
at  the  iea»l«f  Saint  Miohael,  that  is  1.0  lay,  W  SprAcliicnus  thirty  t.wo  acief ;  to 
Uetter^piM,'bia4uft  in  Uw*,  Cour;  la  Er«isius,  ^nlneteea;  to  H«:Ka«  ^s  «on,  eleven ;  U* 
CdwiftiMk  Ibe  aon  of  Waldanus, p\ovfin  *nd ^  half;  vo  Alex*«*dv,  ^  «<¥» q(.#W^'t 
wwd,  Mni  lu  M«iiJ4iM  Riife,  nwa,  «•  SiaPW,  bu  son  j^  Uv.  jtvwj  U)  'J>o,a>a*.  the 
ton  of.  WMiariaa.jtvot  to  Gi4)€;^,  i»ie  son  of  M4ruWii«,  i,bi»4een  j  tp  Ben^djiiine,  thp 
am  •f  R»ttiilfof«;ibi«e4  .toO»!hcu0"  JiPbn  Nobili#  ibree;  to  >Viiluk»^  the  son.oC 
Aldied,  and  w  WfUliam  bis  sa«. ..tbiee;  to  t.be  heics  jof  Richard,  tbe  SQn  i>i  Bv^Wm 
three  aadaba^f^..!*  Aidred,  tbe  son  ol  Aldr«d»  «iK ;  u> Senaacim  aU  ;  (o  A»iiuui, 
the  son  of  Stephen^  thrae ;  lo.Sipion,  xhi  »oa  of  JBenediciioe,  eight ;  ta  Rqben,  \im 
tonof  .Suttipe^itwoand  a  half;  $sf  William,  ihe«>n  of  Benedtfttine,  thwQ;  to  Rqk 
bert,-  tbe 4oo.«t'  John,  nine ;  to  William,  ^he  firovher  o(  Benodiotineiod Robea^  the 
ton  of  liedulpbMV^bMt;  to  Ranti,  ihesoa  of  Walter,  (br<ie ;  to  the4iehc«  of  iUnftrU 
eus,  theticok,  ais^  to  Hencrtcus,  tbe  ma  oi  ^aschinuiv  nfl^tn ;  to  sA^lexander,  tbe«  , 
Headbafaugb,iM;40'Wil|iam»tbe^on  of  Lewinus,  eleven  access  Theae  vimessefr 
£ustichivt,.iheibio«her  of  jbe  lord,  (the  donor)  iRobert  WaleriaisrMfiliiam  de  Lim* 
CerviBe«  JcdtbiinM  >FoHuSt,..Gilbeft  de^Lacy,  Wtllsim  de  iBcUo- Mount,  Ricbaei 
de  Stapleton,  Magrmus  Reimudus,  Richard,  U^  clwk,  WaUiam  ibe.sqaof  ^eronw 
lbs  and  others. 

•HeDi^  deXaey  confirmed  ibe  above  ebavtert  of  Rogtr  de  Laoy. 

CHARTER  OF  HENRY  DE  LACY,    ' 

HBMV  DB  t^AOY,  EaW  df  LfncoVn  and  ICon^siMe  of  Chester,  to  all  persons 
to  wh<Mn  thi«  pre^em^rrftfng- shall  tome  gteetingin  %h¥  LoMi,   - 

*Know  ye -that  We,  ^ven-at-th^  t^stof  the  apostle  Philip  and  J^imes  in  tht 
tHih.  yeafr'«ef  the^feignt^f  »'King4Ed«»ard  -have  granted  and  by  this  present  writing, 
fdr  us  anil  etir  hef.'s  have  eonlimed  td'otir  belovpd  t>urges^es,  and  men  of  Ponte- 
fract,  9tl-tbe*'Shed«(or'9fians)  which  they  shall  btr,  or  ibeir  ancestors  have  been 
Able  to  •erect  hi  the  m/arket  orocfr  Wasiift  ground  of  the  said  vi(l»ge,  to  have  and  to 
bold  to  our.«aid«1^ri?e«ses  and  men  and  therr  heirs  attd  surressors  i^'  us  nnd  oui* 
heirs  freely,  quietly  and  fah-ly  and  peireibfy  *by'  h^reriikary  rtght  forever,  ytelriin^ 
therefore  annually  to  us  and  our  heirs  the  just  and  accustomed  term  (or  icnt)  at  the 
llittti'anil'«o0Mti0fiied  tint*.    AsmI  that  ire  irUt  Ml  gnmtHhat  neitbcri^e  nor  uur 
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heiri  nor  any  other  in  our  name,  any  right  or  claim  in  the  laid  iheds  (or  WtiSk)  «■• 
less  unio  the  jutt  and  accustomed  ferm  or  rent  for  the  time  to  oome  may  exact  or 
have,  to  this  present  charter  we  have  caused  our  seal  to  be  afixed.  For  this  oor 
grant  and  quit  claim  our  aforesaid  burgesses  and  men  have  given  to  us  fiiftf 
pounds  sterhng.  These  Witnesses  the  Lord  Peter  of  Chester,  Ouvetiior  of  Berer. 
ky,  the  Lord  John  of  Bely,  John  le  Vavesur,  Alexander  of  Holy-Momc,  Wil- 
liam de  Vavasur,  WiiUam  the  sun  ot  Thomas,  Stephen  le  Waleoiis  Heights,  Sinoo 
of  Pontefract,  Thonus  Bely  the  then  cooitable  of  the  same  place,  Peter  of  Kirketoo, 
William  of  Malton,  Heniy  of  Kirkeby,  Nicholas  of  Buitoii  and  others.  Dated 
at  Ponttfraa  the  day  s|Dd  year  above  said 

RICHARD  THE  THIRD'S  CHARTER  OF  INCORPORATION. 

RICHARD,  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  England  and  France,  Lord  of  Ire. 
Sand  and  Duke  of  Lancaster,  To  the  Archbishops,  Bishops,  Abbots,  Pricn, 
Dukes,  Earls,  &uoni,  Justices,  Sheriifs,  Eschaetors,  Officers.  Minitten,  and  lo 
all  his  bailiffs  and  faithful  subjects  greeting. 

Appointment  of  mayor^  free  borough  and  tame  liberiiet  as  Stamjhrd»-^¥inem 
ye  that  We,  not  only  for  the  love  and  affection  m'hich  we  have  and  bear  for  oor  vil- 
lage and  borough  of  Pontefract,  and  im  our  beloved  and  laiihlul  bailifb  and  bur- 
gesses ot  the  sam^,  but  also  recollecting  the  many  free  and  acceptable  services 
heretofore  done  us  at  considerable  cost  and  charge,  and  being  desirous  to  reward 
them  in  a  proper  nunner,  out  of  our  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion  have  or- 
dained, constituted,  appointed  and  made  our  bekived  subject  John  Hill,  oneoftbe 
burgesses  of  the  said  village  or  borough,  the  mayor  of  the  said  viUage  or  beiuusli» 
and  of  our  special  grace  we  have  granted  and  by  this  our  present  writing  have  con6mied 
ibr  us  and  our  heirs  to  them  the  mayor  and  burgesses  ol  the  said  village  or  borough 
for  ever,  these  liberties,  franchises,  remunerations  and  immunKiea  hereunto  writ. 
teni  that  is  to  say,  that  the  borough  be  from  henceforth  a  free  borough  in  reality  and 
name  to  consist  of  a  mayor  and  burgesses,  and  that  the  said  mayor  and  burgesses 
and  tbeii  heiis  and  successors  be  free  burgesses,  and  may  have  a  merchant's  guild, 
and  use  and  enjoy  the  same  liberties  and  freedoms  in  the  said  borough,  which  the 
burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  the  viUage  or  borough  of  Stamford  have  boetofbre 
used  and  enjoyed  and  use  and  enjoy. 

Mayor  and  burgettei  o  body  corporate,  may  purchate,  plead  and  be  impMed. 
<— Moreover  we  will  and  grant  by  these  presents  for  us  and  our  heirs,  that  the  u:d 
present  mayor  and  burgesses,and  their  successors  aforesaid  being  mayor  and  burgesses 
of  the  village  or  borough  of  Pontefract,  thus  incorporated,  be  a  body  corporate 
for  ever,  in  reality  and  name,  by  the  name  of  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  vil- 
lage or  boroiigh  of  Pontefract ;  and  thai  they  may  have  perpetual  tocoessioo,  aod 
that  the  said  piesent  mayor  and  burgesses  and  thtir  successors  aforesaid  by  tbe  said 
name,  may  be  persons  fit  and  capable  in  law  to  purchase  lands,  tcncmems,  imts, 
services  and  possessions  whatsoever ;  and  to  prosecute  and  defend  all  and  siogubr 
pleas,  suits,  plaints,  demands,  actions  real,  personal  and  misted,  now  depeodios 
or  to  be  depending  in  any  of  our  court*  whatsoever,  or  of  our  heirs  or  of  any  other 
persons  whatsuever,  as  well  before  us  and  our  heirs  as  before  any  justices  sod 
judges  whatsoever  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  that  in  the  same  they  may  pkadsnd 
be  impleaded,  may  answer  and  be  ans%rered« 

Common  teal,  and  thirteen  comburgewi  to  be  ckotat  fit  Mi^itemv  day,  siK  </ 
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wfhith  to  he  mayor; '  y«.*— And  that  they  may  hav«  a  common  seal  for  the  hatlnesr 
oi  ihe  TiUige  or  boraagh  aforesaid,  to  be  made  use  of  for  ever;  and  also  we  have  • 
gianrcdy  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  for  us  and  our  heirs,  to  the  said  presenr 
mayor  and  burgesses  and  their  heirs  and  successors  for  ever,  that  die  said  present 
mayor  and  burgesies,  and  their  hcin  and  successors  bei-g  mayors  and  burgesses, 
upon  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  the  archangel,  next  ensuing  the  date  of  these  pro^ 
seats,  and  aftenrards  from  year  to  year,  upon  the  said  feastday,  may  amongst 
the  said  burgesses,  in  a  certain  hall,  called  the  Moot-Hall,  chuseout  of  themselvei 
thirteen  comburgesses  of  the  more  crediuble  sort  of  men,  being  burges«es  of  the 
village  or  borough  atbresaid,  one  of  which  burgesses  always  is  to  be  chosen  for  the 
mayor  of  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid,  and  to  remain  mayor  of  that  village  or 
borough  for  one  whole  year  after  his  election. 

Comburgesset  may  remain,  resii^n,  8Ce. — ^Which  comburgesses  indeed  ihushem;; 
elected  in  the  office  of  comburgesses  of  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid,  during  their 
paiural  life  may  remain  and  continue,  and  each  of  them  may  remain  and  con. 
nnue,  unless  ihey  or  auy  of  them  at  their  own  special  request  to  be  made  to  the 
mayor  and  the  rest  of  the  comburgesses  of  that  mayor  ol  the  village  or  borough 
aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  or  for  any  substantial  reason,  have  or  hath  from  those 
combtirgesses  by  the  mayor  of  the  villla^e  or  borough  aforesaid,  and  the  rest  of  the 
comburgesses  of  that  village  or  borough  for  the  time  being,  been  removed* 

To  ehus^  a  burgns,  and  two  serqeantf  at  mare. .—And  that  upon  the  death  of  such 
comburgesses  or  otherwise  upon  his  resignation  or  removal  from  the  office  of  a  com* 
burgess,  the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  and  the  comburgesses  of  the  viUage  or 
borouj^h  at'uresaid,  and  their  heirs  and  successors  fo.  ever,  may  have  full  powo: 
and  authority  by  virtue  of  these  presents  to  chute  one  other  bui^ss  out  of  themsehrei 
for  a  cumburgess  of  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid,  in  the  place  of  that  combur« 
gess  so  dying,  resigning,  or  being  removed,  and  so  from  time  to  time  for  ever. 
And  further  we  have  granted,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant,  for  us  and  our  heirs»  • 
lo  the.  aforesaid'  pieaent  mayor  and  burgess,  and  their  heirs  and  successors,  that 
the  said  present  mayor  and  comburgesses  of  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid* 
and  their  heirs  and  successors  for  the  time  being,  from  year  to  year,  at  their  plea* 
sure,  may  chuse  out  of  the  burgesses  of  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid,  twe 
Serjeants  daily  to  bring  or  cairy  the  mace,  with  the  arms  of  us  and  our  heirs  cd« 
graved  ihereu pun,  before  the  afoiesaid  mayor  and  other  mayors  of  the  said  village 
or  borough  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  and  to  do  and  execute  all  and  singular 
precepts  and  mandates  which  by  the  aforesaid  mayor,  for  the  time  being,  shall  from 
time  to  time  be  commanded  them,  or  either  of  them. 

Pamer  to  arrett  — And  moreover,  we  grant  to  the  said  mayor  and  burgesses  and 
their  successors,  that  they  by  their  Serjeant  at  mace,  may  have  puwer  and  authority 
to  attach  and  arrest  whatsoever  men  and  women  less  sufficient  (or  that  are  propef 
objecu)  by  their  bodies  in  whatsoever  pleas,  plaints,  contracts  and  domarids,  or 
in  other  actions  personal,  real,  or  mixt  whatsoever  within  the  village  or  borough 
aforesaid,  and  the  precinct  thereof  in  any  manner  whatsoever  accruing  or  ansing« 
and  which  in  any  manner  have  been  or  shall  happen  to  be  depending  for  the  time' 
to  come. 

Mayory  coroner ,  dfe,  and  mayor's  oath, — Moreover,  we  have  granted  to  tbcm^ 
the  said  mayor  and  burgeues,  that  they  and  their  successors  may  have  in  the  said 
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vllbgt  or  boroulli  power  t«d  tiMliority,  jurtidietion  and  fibertf « to  peHbrai  mi  ct« 
ecute  4II  .Mid  thiguUir  things  which  to  the  office  of  a  coroner  tbete  ippcrtatn, 
to  be  performed  aod  eieevted  u  the.  rest  of  the  otrooen  of  ut  and  our  heirs  in  ucfacr 
pieces  have  h«d,  and  shaH  hepseo*!^  he«e  for  the  time  to  corae,  i>i  that  at  ao  fu« 
t^re  limot  M>y  eonmer  of  our  said  ktnf^m  of  EngUnd  (>ave  the  mayor  el'  the 
Yilbge  or  horuugh  afulrsaid,-  fur  the  tiineMftg)  within  the  said  TiMage  or  boroa|b 
and  the  preciwct  thereof  may  enter;  neither  that  any  ahmff/ eachaetor,  sirvirdr 
feodarvi  or  minister  of  ut  or  our  hcin«  xt»y  eiutr  the  village  or  borough  aloreuid, 
•r  ihe  p  edncu  thereot'i  there  lu  perform  or  execute  anv  li&ce,  but  ohty  tn  deiault 
of  the  mayKir  himself:  and  thai  the  said  mayor  thus  elected,  or  to  b*elecied,  by 
his  cumburgesses  aforesaid,  tmmediate!]^  after  this  hi*  election  before  his  taid  com* 
hurgesses  in  the  Moot-Hail  afoiesaid,  tbaU  take  his  solemn  curpi«ai  oath  asvcO 
duly  and  truly  to  perform  and  execute  the  office  of  a  ma)  or  as  the  office  oi  a  coroner. 

Af oy'/f  dying  or  remaotd,  another  to  he  chrnen  in  eis>ht  (injff.— 'And  if  a  mayor 
ofthis  bjrough  so  elected  in  nvtimer  above,  wlthui  the  year  auer  hit  elrctioQ,  shall 
bapi^en  to  die,  or  shall  for  bis  bad  administration  of  the  vilUge  or  borough  aiuresaid, 
or  for  any  offence,  or  for  some  reason  be  by  some  m  ans  or  other  deprived  i>i  or  re« 
mored  from  the  office  of  mayor  {  then  the  comhurgesses  aforesaid,  and  their  suc- 
cessors may  cbuse  and  appoint,  within  eight  d^ys  dext  aftei  such  death.  <:iscba:ge 
or  removal,  out  of  themselves  one  other  comburgen  for  the  major  of  the  viiLige 
or  borough  aforesaid,  in  the  place  of  that  mayor  deceased,  discarded  or  removed* 
for  the  remainde'-  of  .that  year,  to  rule  and  govern  the  said  village  or  borough  aCorr- 
•aid,  who  in  liliLf  manner  shall  take  (be  oath  as  above  prescribed. 

Non'reiident  not  to  he  mayor.— And  we  Will  and  command  that  no  out-dwener, 
Or  fcrcigner  d«relling  wUhOut  the  village  or  borough  and  precincts  thrreof,  by  w- 
foe  Or  Colour  of  a  buTgtss,  or  for  that  because  he  is  a  bureess  there,  be  not  neither 
ttay  he  be  chosen  a  mayor  of  the  said  village  or  borough,  in  limes  to  come,'  upon 
toy  Account  what  soever. 

•  JVf oyBr  U  t^'  a  jmfke  of  /fte  peer e.^^  And  likHrtse  bof  of  o«r  special  grace,  ire 
tev*  granted,  and  by  these  ptvients  do  gtam,  to  the  afbi<e^aid  mayor  and  borgesies 
and  their  teccees^f,  that  the  said  mayor  and  Ms  successors,  be  justices  and  conser. 
valors  of  ow  peac«,  to  he  kept  within  the  uM  village  or  bok-ough  aforesaid.  And 
that  the  said  xaayorond  hit  vuccesMrs  may  have  for  ever  auihorhy  and  po^-er  with* 
in  the  siUd  villhge  ortotMUgh,  topielerve  ihe^MSce  as  other  justices  and  conserva- 
mn,  of  our  pewe  te  tHrft  bMMtH*,  havo  m  any  county  of  'odr'kingddra  of  Engimd. 

Assize  qf  hread,  ^c. — Moreover,  we  if  ill  aad  grant  (or  -ua-  and  our  beies  jnd 
inccessors  to  them,  the  present  mayor  and  buigesses,  that  the  said  present  mayor 
and  bis  sticcessori,  mayors  of  the « iUage  or  borough  aforeaaid,  uMy  have  ^^er 
the  st^rimeodency,  correcibn  and  punisbanent  of  ibe  astise  of  hisad  and  ale, 
and  of  all  other  victuals  whatsoever,  from  time  to  iiaaa  wiibio  tho  village  m  ^ 
tough  aforesaid,  piecincu  or  iibanic^  thaiseoi^  sold  or  .to  be  aold,  as  to  ihera  sbaV 
aeem  conyeitient  and  necoasary  in  times  to  come.  At>d  that  the  said  saa^  aai 
burgesses  and  their  successors .mair  have  a-oooMnoo  seal,  Sm  naoaawta and  wefbtt 
of  every  kind  to  be  sestled  there vith»  within  the .eai^.  village  orbenaigli, 
and  limits  thereof,  so  that  the  clerk  of  our  market,  either  upon  search  ori 
atkmof  measures  and  weights  within  the  said  vilbge  or  borough,  andprecincuaAd 
limits,  or  for  any  cause,  may  uet  jispon  any  aocouat  iiurodoce  ■aayoftbcriNfthm 
to«  Utoug^beretoibfeiiudeuteoi^  iijl4ac4jv«ry.beiKy|pcaih|»     . 


lfaCffi«-4littreover,  oat  of  our  tpectal  grace^  ve  vifl  and  grant,  for  ur  and  our 

heirs,  fur  ever,  to  the  said  mayor  and  coraburgesses,  and  theii  successcrs,  that 
the  said  present  mayur  and  comburgesses  of  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid*  for 
tfie  time  being,  as  long  as  they  sfiall  remain  m«yors  and  comburgesses,  may  havo 
poWer  and  authority  to  call  together,  convene  and  embody  all  and  singular,  our  «ub^ 
jectsofthe  «i)bge  or  boroUgh,  of  whatsoever  degree  or  condition  they  be,  and 
those  who  tothem  appear  the  more  likely,  and  that  they  cau^e  them  and  every  of  them 
acccording  to  his  degree,  well  and  sufficiently  to  be  armed  and  accoutred,  and  that 
they  and  every  of  them  armed  and  accoutred  in  this  manner,  be  kept  and  held'  day 
and  night  to  watcM  and  search  within  the  said  village  or  boix>ugh,  precincts  or  liberties! 
thereof,  for  the  safeguard,  presenrattoD,  and  defence  of  the  said  borough  or  village^ 

Mitjfonio  ktnereiumf^.wrHt,  tet.  Mayor  and  burgetsrt  not  to  it  sued  bui 
in  the  borough  court, — And  also,  out  of  out  abundant  grace  and  mere  motion,  we 
have  granted  to  them  the  mayor  and  burgesses  and  their  successors,  that  they  may 
for  «ver4)aive  the  return  of  aH  our  writs  and  summonses  of  our  exchequer^  and  of  our 
tieirs,  and  the  eiecutibn  of  them.  And  that  neither  the  said  mayor  nor  burgesses  and 
their  successors,  -nor  any  of  them  may  plead  or  be  impleaded  before  us  or  any 
df  our  jtffsticei,  or  o(  our  heirs,  wtthoctt  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid,  concern* 
tag  lands  tad  tenenietits  lying  wnfnnThe  said  village  or  borough,  nor  of  trespasses, 
agreements  or  contracts  nra^e  m  the  said  village  or  boiough,  or  concerning  ^jr 
otheribings  whatsoever  there  arising,  flat  all  pleas  of  this  kind  which  may  hoppeii 
to*be  by  summons  or  attachment  before  us,  our  justices,  or  our  heirs,  or  before  any 
of  our  justices  or' tvf  ourheirl,  ofthe  bench  or  elsewhere  without  the  vilLge  0|r 
borough,  are  to  be  -ImpKaded  befoie  the  mayor  of  the  said  village  or  borough  for 
the  time  being,  and  withiti  the  said  village  or  borough  they  shall  be  pleaded  and  de« 
#ermmed,  unless  the  matter  itself  affi:ct  us  and  our  heirs,  or  the  community  o£ 
fbe  said  village  Or  "borough.  ■ 

Mayor  snrf  atdermen  eremptedfrom  ({^rrf .— 'And  (hat  the  said  mayor  of  tb« 
village  or  boroQgh  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  nor.^y  of  the  comburgesses  afoie^ 
laid,  or  their  succe'ssors,  may  he  appointed  or  assigned  a  manager,  searcher  oi^ 
collector  or  any  customary  taxrn,  trfbute,  dues,  subsidies,  dues  for  knights'  aer* 
vice,  tenths,  fifteenths,  or  any  other  taxes  whatsoever,  to  be  grantf'd  in  any  manner 
irhatsoever  to  ns  or  to  dur^  heirs,  at^thoot  rhe  village  or  borough  aforesaid.  Also 
Willing  and  granting  to  them  the  present  mayor  and  burgesses,  that  neither  they  nor 
their  heirs  or  successors,  or  any  of  them,  in  time  to  come,  may  be  a  bailiff,  ,con« 
•table,  headboroiigli,  or  other  oifeccr  or  minister  whatsoever,  of  us,  our  heirsL 
Without  the  village  or  borough  afcfresaJd;  against  their  own  inclination.  And  that 
aeitber  ihey  nor  anf  of  Aieta- may -be  forced  or  compelled  to  undertake  any  chargd 
^  the  officer  aforesaid,  upon  any  account  whatsoever,  without  the  village  or  bo- 
rough aloresaid.'       '    '  '  - 

Not  to  4froff  on  jufin.'~~And  that  neither  the  aforesaid  mayor  and  hurgesset^ 
Bor  their  successors,  may  be  imponnelled  upon  juries,  at  the  assizes,  orupou  any 
hiquisitions,  by  reason  of  their  tenements  without  the  borough,  or  upon  any  other 
juries  whatsoever,  which  upon  account  of  their  tenements  or  trespasses,  or  any 
•f  their  other  foreign  concerns,  service  is  required  beioie  cur  justices  or  other  mu 
ai^ten,  or  of  our  heirs,  to  be  done,  which  will  occasion  disorder  in  the  said  villag^^ 
dr  borough.  And  all  foreigners  may  not  be  impanneled  with  our  burgesses  uppa 
juries  of  assixe,  or  upon  inquisitions^  which  by  reason  of  their  bads  and  tenemeuti  • 
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|>eing  in  tbe  ntd  village  or  borough,  or  of  treqiaiiett  cootncts,  or  ibeir  other  fiftega 
businesses,  service  it  irquired  id  be  done. 

To  hold  seuhns  t'^'And  further,  out  of  our  abundant  grace,  we  havcgnnted^ 
and  by  these  presents  do  gram  and  conErin,  to  them,  the  said  mayor  and  bur- 
gesses, that  they  and  their  successors  be  our  justices  for  the  peace,  and  for  fekmiei, 
trespasses,  and  other  misdemeanors  whatsoever.  And  that  as  justicei  lor  Uie 
peace  within  the  viHage  and  borough  and  precincts  and  bounds  thereof,  together 
with  one  learned  in  the  law,  at  the  appointment  of  the  mayor  of  that  village  or  bo- 
fbugh  for  the  time  being,  they  may  hold  fiom  lime  to  time  by  mandate  or  warrant, 
lo  be  made  by  the  mayor  of  the  said  village  or  borough  ior  the  time  being,  and  uo* 
to  one  of  the  Serjeants  at  mace  of  the  mayor  of  the  said  vilbge  or  borough  for  the 
lime  being,  to  be  directed  or  made  seasions's,  to  inquire  fer  ut  aod  our  heirs,  as 
often  as  shall  be  necessary. 

Gallows  and  goal,  ^c. — And  that  the  said  mayor  atid  burgesses,  and  their 
|ucces«ors,  may  have  a  gallows  and  a  proper  prison  or  goal  within  the  said  vilUge 
or  borough  of  Pontefract  aforesaid,  and  the  precincts  and  limits  thereof,  Ibr  feluos 
and  other  offenders  «'hatsoever,  within  the  village  or  borough  and  precioas  and 
limits  aforesaid,  taken  or  to  be  taken  in  the  said  prison  or  gaol,  safely  and  securely 
to  be  kept  until  from  the  same,  according  to  the  law  aod  custom  of  our  kingdom 
of  England,  they  shall  be  discharged.  And  that  the  serjeaot  at  mace,  ao  appoint* 
ed  within  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  all  receipcs  aoj  war- 
rants of  the  sessionses  so  held,  in  all  things  nuy  do  and  execute,  or  the  one  o£ 
them  may  do  and  execute,  and  they  and  the  cue  of  them  may  attend  upon  the  said 
justices  in  their  sessions  for  inquisitions,  and  other  things  whatoever  in  the  premiics 
10  be  taken  or  done,  and  the  executions  ot  judgments  and  mandates  of  ihem  the  said 
justices  in  all  things  may  execute  and  do,  or  the  one  of  them  may  execute  a^d  do 
as  fully  and  eflTectually  as  the  sberifTof  our  county  of  York,  and  other  our  sheriff;, 
justices  in  this  behalf  elsewhere,  in  our  kingdom  of  England,  ought  to  attend  and 
die  precepts  and  warrants,  ought  or  shall  execute  or  order  to  be  executed ;  so  that 
Bo  sheriff  or  our  said  county  of  York,  for  the  time  being,  may  in  any  manner  en* 
ter  for  the  eicecution  of  these  kind  of  precepts  and  warrants  of  the  said  justicvi, 
within  the  village  or  borough,  precincts  and  limits  aforesaid,  neither  may  he  in  any 
manner  enter  into  the  said  tillage  oc  borough,  upon  ihis  or  upon  account  of  any 
^  the  premises. 

Tovfr  to  determine  all  offences  nUhin  the  horough^-^^vA  also,  wf  will  aod 
lave  granted,  that  the  said  mayor  and  comburgesses  of  the  village  or  boraugh  of 
Pontefract  aforesaid,  fur  the  time  being,  twelve,  eleven,  ten,  aioc,  eight,  seven, 
•ix,  five,  lour,  three  or  two,   of  them,  ^>g6ther  with  the  mayor  of  the  village  or 
borough  afoieiaid,  and  one  skilled  in  the  law,   may  have  fuU  correctioQ,  punish* 
mcnt,  power  and  authority,  to  take  cognizance  of,  and  inquire,  hear  and  deter* 
soioe  all  mailers  and  things,  as  well  touching  all  felonies,  trespasses,  roisprisoos  aod 
extortiens,  as  of  all  and  all  manner  of  other  causes,  complaiats  and  ofieoces  what* 
soever,  within  the  same  village  or  borough,  and  liberty,  and  precincts  and  limits 
thereof,  howsoever  happening  or  arising,  so  iuUy  and  eifeaually  as  cosuervaMs 
of  the  peace  and  justices  assigned,  and  to  be  assigned  to  hear  and  determine  Maakt% 
trespasses  and  other  misdemeanors,  and  justices  of  servants,  laboiuvn,  artifictrs, 
within  our  county  of  York,  without  the  village  or  borough,  liberty  aiifl  preoodi 
aforesaid,  have  or  shall  ia  any  manner  have  for  the  tuna  to  c 
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JMTtf^  t6  toUtet  foe  farm  renU  and  to^.^-PfovJded  alwayj,  that  the  said 
tn^yor  of  the  village  or  burough  aforesaid,  for  the  time  beings  be  constrained 
either  by  himseir  or  by  bis  deputy  or  thetr  deputies,  yearly  to  collector  cause  to 
be  collected,  as  well  the  rents  of  our  village  or  borough  aforesaij.  as  the  cents 
called  Caitle-Farms,  Andrew- Farms,  and  Piowland  Farms,  with  all  tolls,  ejcheais 
and  other  profits  whatsoever,  to  us  belonging.  And  fuither — ^Whereas,  forty-niile 
pound !3  thirteen  sliillings  and  lourpence  only  have  been  used  to  be  paid  to  us 
and  our  predecessor?,  out  of  the  profi(!i  o\'  the  farms  aforesaid,  and  now  lately 
we  have  been  informed,  that  fiKeen  pounds  ihirteen  shillings  and  fourpence  thereof, 
out  of  certain  profit:!  of  the  farms  aoresaid,  within  the  prmncis  of  the  village  or 
borough,  tannot  be  levied  because  several  tenements  through  decay  are  lotalty 
destruyed.  Know  ye,  that  we  out  of  our  abundant  grace,  inere  mutton  and 
certain  knbwiedge  for  the  bettering  of  our  said  village  or  borough,  do  acquit^ 
remity  and  release  by  these  presents  to  the  said  mayor  and  burgesses,  and  their 
successors  for  ever,  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence 
due  to  us  annually;  so  that  the  said  mayor  and  bur<;es8es  and  their  successors 
of  the  viHage  or  bonough  or*  Pontelract  i foresaid,  who  may  happen  to  be  in  time 
to  conoe,  are  bound  to  answer  and  pay  to  us  and  our  heirs  ior  ever,  out  of  the 
profits  of  the  farms,  the  sum  of  ihirty-iuur  pounds  and  no  more.  And  that 
neither  we>  nor  our  heirs  have  any  right  to  the  said  fifteen  pounds  thirteen 
shllUngi  and  fourpence,  nor  any  part  thereof  shall  for  the  time  to  come,  exact 
or  ciairo* 

\faricei  on  $aiufday,  and  two  fairs.-^-And  moreover,  we  have  granted  and 
do  grant,  and  ,by  these  presents  do  confirm  to  the  said  mayor  and  burgesses  of 
the  said  village  or  borough  of  Puntefract  aforesaid,  that  they  and  their  successors 
may  have  within  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid,  one  market  to  be  held  there 
every  week  for  ever,  on  every  Saturday  ;  and  yeatly  two  fairs  there  (to  wit)  the 
one  fair  of  them  upon  a  Palm  Sunday  in  Quadrages^ima,  and  lo  continue  idr  six 
days  next  proceeding ;  and  tlie  oiher  fair  thereut  upoa  the  feast  and  Lord's  day  of 
.  the  hply  undivided  Triniiy,  and  to  continue  for  six  days  next  preceeding,  to- 
gethei  with  all  liberties,  rights,  privileges,  and  appurtenances  to  these  fairs  and 
markets »  or  any  ^fihem  belonging,  so  t|iat  these  fairs  and  markets  be  nutts> 
the  dktriment-.of  other  neighbouring  lairs  and  markets. 

.  Ordering  of  iJui  itaUsy  9iC.  Exemption  from  toll,  (two  fairs  excepted. J^-* 
Also*  «re  will  and  grat¥  for  us  and  our  heirs  aforesaid,  and  by  these  presents 
coo&rm  to  the  aforesaid  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  village  or  bo*'ough  aforesaid, 
and  their  succeisars  for  ever,  that  they  may  have  by  the  mayor  of  the  said  village 
cr  borough  for  the  time  being,  and  two  or  three  of  the  more  creditable  and  dis- 
creet comburgeases  of  the  said  village  or  borough,  assistants  to  the  said  mayor, 
they  being  fot  this  purpose  yearly  elected  or  deputed  by  the  said  mayor,  tor  the 
lime  being;  the  management,  ordering^  and  apfkiintmeal  ol  thestalls  and  booths 
in  all  theM  fairs  and  ooarkets,  or  any  of  them  to  be  had  or  placed,  and  the  whole 
direction  of  the  markets^  fairs,  and  of  all  and  singular  liberties,  and  other  usages 
to  the  said  markets  and  fairs  belonging,  without  the  hinderance  or  disturbance  of 
us,  or  our  heirs,  or  of  other  our  officers  whatsoever.  Therefore,  we  will,  and 
srictly  order  and  command  the  aforesaid  mayor  and  burgesses  for  the  lime  being, 
that  none  of  our  subjects  for  the  future  coming  into  the  said  village  or  borough, 
to  the  markets  or  fairs  (save  'only  m  the  time  above  specified)  be  bound  or 
constrained  to  pay  any  toll  or  other  duty  to  the  s»id  mayor  and  burgesses  for  our, 

T  tt  * 
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or  their  uie.  But  that  ill,  and  lingular  our  tabjecti  in  Ihti  manner  far  the  tin? 
to  come,  retorting  toget)ier  by  reason  of  our  grant  aibresaid,  be  tbcrclbre  ircc, 
unmolested  aiid  exonerated  lor  ever. 

Mayor,  S^e,  to  make  iavBi,  rules,  ^e.  in  t/u;  borough, — And  roorcovrr,  «e 
will  and  grant,  and  by  these  presents  have  granted  lor  us  and  our  betn  to  the 
aforesaid  mayor  and  burgesses,  and  their  sucessors,  that  the  said  ouyor  fur  tlie 
time  being,  together  witlr  twelve  honest  men  of  tKe  said  village  or  borougB  of 
Puntefr.t(t,  and^the  piecincu  thereof,  for  the  time  being  by  the  said  nuyur  to  be 
nominated,  wiih  other  of  the  buigesses  aforesaid,  and  by  them  the  mayor  and 
Jionest  men  convened,  if  they  are  so  pleased  in  ibe  Muot-Hall  of  ihe  \iJ!age  a 
borough  af«>resaid,  as  often  as  ihe^  please  to  meet  together,  and  hvs,  rule«,  aed 
ordinances  legal  and  beneficial  for  the  public  good  of  the  village  or  bonngb 
aforesaid,  and  ihe  precincts  thereof  fiom  time  to  time,  to  ord;<in  and  isake,  sod 
those  in  their  wise  and  pru^'eni  government  use,  and,  in  the  said  village  or 
borough,  and  the  precincts  thereof  put  in  execution.  Also,  that  they  may  ior  ever 
revoke  and  aher  tbem,  aAd  every  of  ihem,  as  to  themselvea  it  shall  seem  tlie 
inore  expedienL 

Enjopnenl  of  oTuient  Uheriift  nnd  customs.  Burgfsses  exempted  from  p«yf?* 
toll. — And  further,  out  of  our  abundant  grace,  ve  will,  and  grant,  and  by  ibeie 
presents  confirm  for  us  and  our  heirs,  that  the  said  mayor  and  burgesses  and  ibtdr 
successors  may  have,  and  peaceably  enjoy  all  the  liberties  and  customs  by  thea 
the  burgesses  and  their  successors  within  the  village  or  borough  of  Pontefract  afore- 
said, anciently  enjoyed.  And  that  the  burgesses  aforesaid,  and  their  succrssors 
and  all  the  inhabiunts  within  the  uid  village  or  borough,  shall  be  exempted  from 
toll,  murage,  passage,  pannage,  pontage,  and  sedage,  through  our  whole  King- 
dem  of  £ngland,  and  our  dominion  for  ever. 

Power  to  mayor  and  burgesses  to  hear  causes,  A'r^-— Wherrfor  e  we  will,  and 
ttrictly  command  lor  us  and  our  heirs,  that  the  aforesaid  mayor  and  burgesses 
of  the  village  or  borough  of  Pontefract  aforesaid,  and  their  succeitors  may  have, 
hoki  and  use,  all  and  singular,  the  powers  of  hearing  and  judging  causes,  fiaiw 
chises,  liberties,  immunities  and  privileges,  and  all  other  the  premises  as  above 
ipecified,  and  that  them,  and  every  of  them,  they  may  fully,  freely,  imiiely, 
peaceably,  and  quietly  occupy  and  enjoy  without  the  let,  interruption,  mulesti. 
tion,  or  obstruction  of  us,  or  our  heirs,  of  any  of  our  officers  or  ministen,  or  oi 
our  heirs  whatsoever,  as  is  above-mentioned,  in  the  manner  and  form  abort- 
declared.  In  witness  whereof,  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to  be  made 
patent. — Given  under  our  seal,  of  our  Duichy  of  luncastei,  the  twenty  .eighth 
day  of  July,  in  the  second  year  of  our  reign. 

By  THOMAS  METKALFF,  Chancellor. 

The  above  charter  was  confirmed  by  another  in  the  nme  year. 
Similar  charters  were  granted  by  Henry  VII.  and  Edward  VI.;  bol  asihcy 
contain  no  additional  clauset,  ii  is  unnecessary  to  print  thenu 

CHARTER   OF   JAMES,    TO   REGULATE   THE   CHOICE    OF  THE 

MAYOR. 

JAMES,  by  the  grac*  of  God,  of  England,  Scotland,  France  and  Ireland^ 
King  defender  of  the  faith,  &c«  To  all  penonf,  to  whom  ibeie  present  ksmf 
faxeat  shall  come  greeiii^ 
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Tari  of  Henry  VIT,  charter  reeiied,  relative  to  the  ehutmg  the  mayors— *Wbera. 
as,  his  Majesty,  Henry  V!I^  bte  King  of  Engbnd,  by  his  letters  patent  under  the* 
seal  of  his  Dutchy  of  Lancaster,  made,  bearing  date  the  first  day  of  December, 
in  ibe  fourth  year  of  his  retgn,  granted  (amongiit  other  ihing»)  to  the  then  mayor 
and  burgesses  of  the  village  or  borough  of  Puntefr^ct,  and  to  the«r  heirs  and 
successors  for  ever;  that  the  said  then  present  mayor  and  burgesses,  anid  their 
beirs  and  successors,  mayor  and  burgesses,  upon  the  feast  of  Si.  Michael  the 
A  rchangel,  then  next  ensuing,  the  date  ot  those  said  letters  patent,  and  afierwaidt 
frora  year  to  year,  upon  the  said  feast  day,  amongst  the  said  burgesses,  in  a 
<:ertain  hall,  called  Moot-Hall,  might  chuse  out  of  themselves  thirteen  cum* 
burgesws  of  the  more  leputable  sort  of  men,  burgesses  of  the  village  or 
borough  aforesaid,  one  of  which  burgesses  aiv.iys  then  should  be  chosen  for  the 
mayor  of  the  vilbge  or  borough  aforesaid,  and  remain  mayor  of  tl)e  vilhige  or 
borough  aforesaid,  fot  one  year  next  following  such  election,  as  by  the  said  letter! 
patent,  may  and  doth  more  fully  appear. 

Disputet  aritingf  toncerning  the  eiect'ton  of  mayors.— 'And  whereas,  we  are 
credibly  informed,  that  thie  eleaion  of  the  mayor  of  the  village  oc  borough  afors* 
said,  heretofore,  hath  been  made  by  the  greater  number  of  votes  ai)d  suffrages 
of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  village  or  borough,  by  reason  of  which  sort  of  form 
and  manner  of  election,  infinite  contentions,  animosities  and  disputes  Inve 
arisen,  and  been  propagated  betwist  the  mayor,  comburgesses,  and  burgesssi 
of  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid,  for,  and  in  respect  of  the  suffrages  and  voiei 
given  in  the  election  of  the  mayor  of  tlie  said  village  or  borough,  by  means 
whereof,  very  often  great  hatred,  revenge  and  resentments,  and  many  ether  evils 
have  ensued  to  the  disturbance  of  our  peace,  and  exceeding  bad  example  of 
others. 

Mayor  to  be  chosen  the  14/A  Sept,  and  svorn  into  office  on  Michaelmas-day,— 
Knov  ye,  therefore,  that  we,  in  order,  that  all  animosity,  contention,  and  quar- 
telling  about  the  eleciiun  of  the  mayor  of  th(  village  or  borough  aforesaid,  may 
frooi  henceforth  be  intirely  removed,  and  that  peace  and  good  neighbourhood  be« 
twixt  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid,  may  revive,  and 
increase ;  and  also  at  the  humble  request  of  the  present  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the 
village  o.-  borough  aforesaid,~^Havc  willed  and  granted,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us', 
our  heirs  and  successors,  do  grant  to  the  aforesaid  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  village 
or  borough  aforesaid,  and  to  their  successors ;  that  the  election  of  the  mayor  of 
the  said  village  or  borough,  in  every  year,  and  from  year  lo  year,  for  the  time  to 
come,  forever,  must  and  shall  be  upon  the  least  day  of  Holy  Rood,  that  is  to 
say,  in  and  upon  the  fourteenth  day  of  September,  in  the  manner  and  form,  ia 
these  piieseats  under-mentioned  and  precribed. 

And  that  the  person  who  as  aforesaid,  shall  so  be  elected  and  appointed  mayor 
of  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid,  shall  take  his  corporal  oath  l)efore  the  late 
mayor,  his  predecessor  and  the  comburgesiei,  and  burgesses  of  the  <aid  village 
or  borough,  or  so  many  of  them  who  at  that  time  shall  be  present,  in  and  upon 
the  feast  of  St.  Michael  the  Arch-angel,  then  next  following,  such  his  election 
and  nomination  aforesaid,  well  and  truly  to  execute  and  di-^charge  tlie  office  of 
mayor,  uf  the  village  or  boivugh  aforesaid,  iu  all  those  duties  relating  or  apper- 
taining to  the  same, 

Comburgesses  not  to  vole  in  the  choke  of  a  mayor.  Suffrages  to  be  wrote  on 
paper f  andptU  into  a  box^^^Aod  that  after  his  so  uking  the  aforesaid  oaih,  he 


mast,  and  may  be  enabled  to  execute  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  vilLife  or  bocoo2,h 
aforesaid,  for  one  whole  year,  then  nest  ensuing.  And  to  the  inienty  that  the 
aforesaid  election  may  be  without  any  contention  and  roalice  in  any  tfaape, — Vit 
viU,  and  by  theae  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  do  grant  to  the 
aforesaid  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid,  and  to  thar 
Succeswrs :  that  in  the  above  said  time  of  election,  every  mayor  ol  the  village  or 
borough  aforesaid,  for  the  time  to  come,  every  burgess  of  the  vilbge  or  borc»gh 
aforesaid  (except  the  comburgesses  ot  the  said  village  or  borough)  shall  vme 
himself,  or  cause  to  be  wiitten  in  a  little  scrole  of  paper,  bis  suffrage  and  Toce, 
and  the  aaid  scroie  of  papei,  together  with  the  said  suffrage  and  voce  ir«- 
scnbed  tbeieupon,  shall  put  into  a  ceruin  bagg  or  box  for  this  kind  of  ba^> 
ness  to  be  provided,  by  the  mayor  ^nd  burgesses  of  the  village  or  borough  afore- 
said. Which  said  scrale  of  paper,  indeed  shall  not  contain  the  name  of  that 
person  gi\ing  his  vote  and  suffrage,  but  the  incription  thereupon  shall  be  in  the 
manner  and  form  following,  that  is  to  say,  *'  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  September, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  &c.  such  a  person  is  elected  mayor  of  the  village  or  bo- 
rough aforesaid,"  and  that  always  the  day  and  year,  and  name  of  the  penoo  so  to 
be  appointed  mayor  as  aforesaid,  must  be  named  and  specified  thereupon. 

Vote$  efwtlthe  three  senior  aidermen  to  wUe  —-And  if  it  shall  happen  that  iht 
number  of  votes  and  suffrages,  so  as  aforesaid  to  be  written  upon  the  »mail 
SPtoles  of  paper,  be  even  and  equal,  that  then  three  of  the  senior  cumburges?es 
vho  then  shall  be  present,  shall  join  and  inscrilie  their  suffrages  and  votes  in 
like  manner,  upon  a  scroie  of  paper,  and  shall  put  the  same  into  the  atonesaid 
l^ag  or  box.  And  that  from  time  to  time,  for  <^er,  every  person  for  whom  ike 
most  voles  shall  be  given  in  the  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  may  upon  his  ukiog 
a  corporal  oarh,  to  discharge  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  village  or  borough  ature* 
said,  and  all  other  things  thereunto  belonging,  or  appertaining  upon  the  least  day 
of  St.  Michael  the  Aich-angel,  next  following  such  election  and  appcnntroent 
of  every  such  person  to  the  office  ol  mayor  aforesaid,  in  the  presence  of  tht  mayor 
for  the  time  being,  and  the  coinbuigesses  and  burgesses  of  the  vilUge  or  borough 
aforesaid,  or  so  many  of  them,  who  shall  please  to  be  present  (one  of  which, 
we  Older  the  aforesaid  mayor  to  be)  before  that  he  undertakes  the  office  of 
mayur  o\  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid,  have,  execute  and  perform  the  same 
for  one  whole  year,  then  next  following  the  aforesaid  feast  of  St  Michael  the 
Arch -angel,  upon  which,  so  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  be  sworn  into  the  said  office 
of  mayor,  of  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid,  the  aforesaid  letters  patent  aS>ie- 
meniioned,  or  any  other  letters  patent  whatsoever,  or  any  other  matter,  cause,  or 
thing  whatsoever,  to  the  contiary  thereof,  in  any  wise  notvithstandmg. 

The  snolrt  of  paper,  or  votes,  tn  be  inspwtedby  the  three  senior  ofdermen,  and 
burnt  by  them. — ^A"d  we  order  that  Jhe  aforesaid  scroles  of  paper  thus  inscribed, 
only  shall  be  in>pctit-d,  and  the  votes  thereupon  inscribed,  only  shall  be  read  ly 
the  three  senior  c>mburgesses  of  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid,  who  at  such* 
election  tliere  shall  be  present.  And  that  after  every  such  election  in  the  manner 
aforesaid,  to  be  fully  corap'etc  and  peifected  the  said  scroles  of  paper  so  as  above. 
mentioned,  to  be  put  into  the  said  bag  or  box  immediately,  shall  be  burnt  by 
the  three  senior  comburgesses  of  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid. 

Poxoer  to  arrest,  S^c — And  wheieas,  the  said  late  King  Henry  VTI.  by  his 
said  letters  patent  above-mentioned,  granted  to  the  afoiesaid  mayor  and  burgeises 
a  d  ibeir  successors,  that  th«y»  by  their  sergeants  at  ^uce,  shouU  have  povcr 
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and  Autbonty  to  attach,  and  arrest  all  men  and  woven  whatmevery  less  snffieiem 
(or  pruper  objects)  by   their  bodies,  in  all  ntanner  of  pleas,  plaints^  cootracts* 
and   demands,  or  other  aciiuna  peisonal,  real,  or  mixt  vhatjiuever,  within  the 
village  or  buiough  aforesaid,  and  the  precincis  tiiereot*,   in  any  manner  howsoever 
transacted  or  arising,  which  in   any  manner  were  cummenoed,  or  might  from, 
thenceforth  for  the  time  to  come,  happen  lo  be  commenced,  as  by  the  said  leti^ert 
pateni    (amongst  other  things)   it  may,  ^nd  doth  more  fully  appear.     We  out  of 
our  abundant   special  grace,  and  out  of  our  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,, 
do  will,  and  grant  to  the  aforesaid  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  village  or  borougk 
aiforesaid,  and  their  .successors  by   these  presents,  tiiat  they,  by  their  serjeams  at 
mace,  may  have»  and  shall  haNe  power  and  authority,  nn  well  to  atuch  and  arrest, 
all  Rien  and  women  whatsoever,  less  sufficient  (or  proper  objecu)  by  their  bodiet, 
to  answer  any  person  or  persons  complaining  or  to  complain  of,  or  concerning, 
any  actions,  personal  or  mixt,   in  the  court  of  the  vilUige  or  borough  aioresaid 
pleadable,  as  to  tnke  and  execute  any  execution  and  execuuons,  ot  or  conceniing 
any  goodi  and  cha.tles,  virithin  the  village  or  bofough  aiore&aid,  to  be  found,  fur. 
a  satisfaction  of  any  debt.4  or  debt,    or  any  sum  o'   m«>ney>  which  ii  the  court  of 
the  tillage  or  boruu^h  aforesaid,   shall  Irom  time  to  time,  be  duly  recovered  in 
any    such  actions   or  plaints,  detcrminiible   in  the  court  of  the  said   village  or 
boiough.     And  in  all,  and  singu'ar  such  actions,  to  put  into  force,   and  use  all. 
such   processes,  judgmeiits,  ana  executions,   as  by  the  law  and  custom  of  this«, 
our  Kingdom  of  Eng'and,  in  such  like  actions  are  used,    and  ought  to  be   iised» 
and  that  in  a;   extrusive  a  manner  and  form,  as  in  any  otlier  our  courts  of  record, 
in  any  other  borough,  city,  or  village,  incorporated  within  this  our  Kingdom  of 
England,  is  used  ai.d  accustomed,  or  ought,  or  can  be  dune. 

Gattr  law  tofi. — And  further,  we  will,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  hein 
and  successors,  do  grant  to  the  af  ire^afd  mayor  aiu)  burgesses  of  the  village  or 
bb'-ough  aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  that  the  mayor  ol  the  village  or  borough 
aforesaid,  for    the  time  being,  or  any   other  person  or  persons   by   him,  to  be 
deputed  for  the  time  to  come  forever,  may  have  full  auttiorilv  and  power,  by' 
virtue  of  the>e  presents,  to  have,  ask,  demand,  take,  receive  and  retain  of  every 
person  or  peis-nswith  every  cart  (m  English)  a  wayne,  cart,  or  shodd,  bound 
with  iron  (in  Englishy  called  a  bound,  wayne  or  can,  or  shodd,  wayne  or  cart 
luaden,  and  in,  through  or  btyond  the  streets  ol   the  village  oi  borough  aforesaid, 
or  in,  through  or  beyond  any  passage  or  way,  wi;hin  the  liberty  or  precincts  of' 
the  «aid  village  or  boruugh,  coming  or  passing,  one  penny  ;  and  for  every  cart  (in 
English)  called  a  bare  wayne,  cart,  or  a  shodd  cart,  one  halipenny  of  lawi'ul  money' 
of  England,  for,  and  towards  the  repaii   and  support  of  the  ^v  ays,  pavements,^ 
passages,   and  other  places  within  the  borough  aforesaid,  and  the  precincts  thereof, 
to  be  a;jplied  acc*urding  to  the  discretion  of  the  mayor,  and  comhuigesses  of  the' 
village  or  borough  aforesaid,   for  the  time  bein^ ;  and  these  our  letters  patent,  or 
the  inrollment  thereof,  shall  be  Irom  time  to  time,   as  «ell  to  the  aforesaid  mayor* 
for  the  lime  being    as  to  all  such  persons  by  him  as  aforesaid  to  be  deputed,  a 
sufficteut  warrant,  and  discharge  in  that  respecu 

Grant  and  conjirmatiou  ofanctenl  i iberties.-^ An6  further,  we  will,  and  by  these' 
presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  succsssors  do  grant,  give,  ratify,  confirm,  and  allow' 
unto  the  aioresaid  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid,  and  Co- 
their  successors,  aliand  all  manner  uf  liberties,  iranciiises,  immunities,  exemptions, 
privileges,  relinquishments  and  jurisdictions,  which  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of 
the  village  or  borough  aforesaid^  now  ba^e,  ob>eive,  use  and  enjoy,  or  whick 
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aay  of  tbem,  oi^  tbeir  ptedeceiiors  by  whatsover  name  or  naraet,  orby  vhit- 
■oever  itioorporation,  or  upon  account  of  any  manner  of  incorpoiatioa  whaticever, 
herecofore,  have,  had,  used,  or  enjoyed  or  ought  to  have,  hold,  uie,  or  enjoy  by 
heiedirary  deiceot,  by  teason,  or  in  pursuance  of  any  charters,  or  letters  patent, 
by  any  of  our  progenitors  or  ancestors,  late  King's  ot  queen's  of  England,  in  any 
manner  heretofore,  made,  confirmed  or  granted,  or  by  reason  of  any  other  bvful 
means,  right,  tithe,  custom,  use,  or  prescription,  heretufore,  lawfulty  used,  bad, 
or  accustomed,  although  the  tame,  every,  or  any  uf  them  heretofore,  ha%e  or  bl 
not  been  used,  misued,  or  wrongfully  applied,  or  have,  or  hath  been  discontinoesl, 
and  although  the  same,  every,  or  any  of  them,  are,  or  have  been  forfeited,  or 
eit'mguished  ; — ^To  have,  hold,  and  enjoy  the  same  unto  the  aforesaid  mayor  and 
burgesses  of  the  village  or  borough  afinesaid,  and  to  their  successors  for  e^cr. 
And  tberefoi«9 

Yielding  and  paying  to  us,  our  heirs  and  surcessors  yearly,  to  many,  to  great, 
tach  like,  the  very  same,  and  ihe  same  kind  of  rents,  services,  sums  uf  mooey 
and  demands  whatsoever,  as  many,  as  great,  such  as,  and  which  heretofore  they 
have  used  to  yield  and  pay  to  us,  for  ihe  same,  oi  ought  to  yield  and  pay.  Where- 
fore,  we  will,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  do  grant 
that  the  aforesaid  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid,  and 
their  successors  may  have,  hold,  use,  and  enjoy,  and  may  be  enabled  and  im* 
powered,  fully  and  effectually,  to  have,  hold,  use,  and  enjoy  for  ever,  ^all  ibc 
liberties,  freedoms,  customs,  privileges,  auihorities,  jurisdictions,  and  eiemptions 
aforesaid,  according  to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning  of  these,  our  letteis  patent, 
without  ihe  hindetaoce  or  obstruction  of  us,  or  of  our  heirs  or  successors  wbatscerer. 
Forbidding,  that  the  said  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  village  or  borough  afare> 
taid,  and  their  successors,  or  any  of  ihem,  or  any  others,  by  reason  of  the  premises, 
or  any  of  them,  may  be  therefore  harrassed,  disturbed,  vexed  or  dittressed,  or 
in  any  manner  molested  by  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  or  by  our  justices,  sfaerifi, 
cschaetors,  or  other  bailiffs,  feodaries,  or  o(her,  our  ofiicerf  or  minittcrt,  or  of  our 
beirs  and  successors  whatsoever.  Willing,  and  by  these  presents  foros,  our 
iMirs  and  successoit,  commanding  and  enjoining,  at  well  our  treasurer,  chan- 
cellor and  barons  of  our  exchequer,  and  of  our  hein  and  tuccetsorSy  as  oar  attorney 
and  solicitor  general  f  jr  the  time  being,  and  every  of  them,  and  all  others,  our 
officers  and  ministers  whatever,  that  neither  they,  or  any  of  ibem,  or  any  other 
persons  may  prosecute,  or  continue,  or  cause,  or  procure  lo  be  prosecuted,  or 
continued  any  writ,  or  summons,  for  which  they  have  our  warranty  or  any  otber 
writ  or  writs,  or  processes  whatsoever  against  them,  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of 
the  village  or  borough  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them,  or  against  any  other  persons,  for 
any  profits,  matters  or  things,  offences,  claims  or  customs,  or  for  anyof  (bem 
due,  claimed,  challenged,  used,  enjoyed,  or  had  by  pivscription  from  thcni»  or 
ooe  of  them,  before  the  day  of  the  granting  these  presents.  Wilting  alto,  thai  the 
mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them,  nay 
not  by  any  penon,  or  any  oC  the  justices,  officers,  or  ministers  aforesaid,  be  is 
the  least  oppressed  or  incumbered,  for  or  in  respect  of  any  debt,  profi*,  ctaiffl. 
enjoyment,  or  misuser  of  any  ol  tite  liberties,  franchises  or  jurisdictions,  beltft 
the  granting  of  these  our  letters  patent,  or  that  they  may  be  compelled  M 
answer  for  the  tame,  or  any  of  them. 

(Then  follows  the  regulatioDt  of  St.  Nichalas'  Hospiul,  at  stated  vodert&at 
▲ttide.) 
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We  will,  atsOy  and  by  thete  presents,  do  grant  to  the  afore&id  mayor  and 
butigesses  of  the  village  or  borough,  that  they  may  have,  and  shall  have,  these  our 
letters  patent,  under  our  great  seal  of  England,  in  due  form,  made  and  sealed 
without  fine,  or  great  or  small  fee,  in  any  manner,  by  reason  thereof,  to  be 
yielded,  p^id,  or  tendered  to  us,  in  our  haoaper,  or  elsewhere,  for  our  use* 
notwithstanding  express  mentioned,  is  not  above  made  of  the  annual  value,  or 
of  any  other  value,  or  a  certainty  of  the  premisesi.  or  any  of  them,  or  of  any  other 
gifts  or  grants  heretofore,  made  by  us,  or  by  any  of  our  ancestors  or  progeniion, 
to  the  aforesaid  mayor  and  burgesses  of  the  villages  or  borough  afoieaaid,  ia 
at  least  ascertained  in  or  upon  these  presents.  Any  sutute,  act,  law,  proviso^ 
proclamation,  or  restriction  to  the  contrary  thereof,  heretofore,  had,  made,  pub* 
lishcd,  enacted  or  provided,  or  any  other  matter,  cause  or  thing  whatsoever,  in  anjf 
wise  notwithstanding*  In  witness  whereof,  we  have  made  these  our  letten 
patent ;  witness  ounelf  at  Westminster,  the  2d  day  of  March,  in  the  fourth 
year  of  our  niga,  of  England,  France  and  Ireland,  and  of  Scotland  the  furtietb. 

By  writ  from  the  private  seal,  &c« 

TOPPfN. 

17o  new  grant  is  made  in  the  Charter  of  Charles  IT.  The  following  clause  m* 
gn'ates  the  choice  of  the  Towns-Clerk  and  Recorder  : 
Also,  we  win,  and  by  these  presents,  we  declare  our  royal  meaning  to  be,  that 
John  Dickson,  the  now  common  clerk,  or  clerk  of  the  peace  of  the  borough  aloresaidy 
may  be.  and  shall  be  the  common  clerk  and  clerk  of  the  peace  there,  during  bit  , 
natural  life.  And  that  no  recorder  or  common  clerk  of  our  village  or  borough 
eforetaid ;  for  the  future  to  be  elected  or  appointed  into  this  kind  of  office  or 
offices,  or  either  of  them  may  respectively  enter  before,  they,  and  each  of  them 
is,  are,  or  shall  by  us,  our  heirs  or  successon,  by  a  warrant  in  that  behalf,  under 
out  sign  mannual ;  and  of  our  heirs  and  successors  be  respectively  appioved  of,  any 
thing  in  these  presents  contained,  or  any  other  matter,  cause,  or  thing  wbatsover 
to  the  contrary  thereof,  in'any  wise  notwithstanding. 

The  Charter  of  James  II-  eonuins  no  new  grants,  and  it  is  deemed  unnecesury  to 
print  more  than  the  following  clause : 
Officers  removeabU  at  the  will  of  the  Kin:^, — Provided  always,  and  by  these 
presents,  we  reserve  to  ourself,  our  heirs  and  successors,  full  power  and  authority 
from  lime  to  time,  and  at  all  time^  hereafter,  at  our,  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of 
our  heirs  and  successors,  to  remove  and  to  declare  them  to.  be  removed,  the  mayof^ 
recorder,  common  clerk,  and  any  other,  or  others  ot  the  aldermen  of  the  village 
or  borough  aforesaid  for  the  time  being,  by  any  order  of  us,  or  of  our  heirs  or 
iuccessors,  made  in  the  privy  counsel,  and  under  the  seal  of  the  privy  counsel 
aforesaid,  respectively  notibed.  And  as  often  as  we,  our  heirs  and  successors^ 
by  any  such  jorder  in  our  privy  counsel,  made,  shajl,  in  this  manner  declare  the 
mayor,  recorder,  common  defk  and  any  other,  or  others  of  the  aldermen  of  the 
village  or  b^ough  aloresaid,  for  the  time  being,  to  be  removed  from  their  re- 
spective offices,  that  then,  and  from  thenceforth,  the  mayor,  recorder,  common* 
clerk  and  any  other,  or  others  of  the  aldermen  of  the  village  or  borough  aforesaid, 
for  the  time  being,  thus  declared,  or  to  be  declared,  to  be  removed  from  their 
several  and  respective  offices,  may  be,  and  shall  verily,  and  without  any  further 
process ;  leally,  and  to  all  intents  iind  purposes  whatsoever,  be  removed,  and  this 
must  be  done  as  oft  ai  occasion  shall  so  require,  any  thing  to  the  coniraiy  thereof 
SwCwitliiianding. 
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CHARTRR  FOR  THE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOt. 

GEORG  E  THE  THIRD;  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France  and 
Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  so  forth ;  and  to  ail  to  whom  tbe«e  uur 
Jeilcr*  shall  come,  greeting— -Whereas,  ii  hath  been  represented  to  us  thai  tie 
Free  Grammar  ^diool  in  our  town  of  Pontelraci,  in  our  county  of  Ycrk,  baih  of 
late  been  going  rapidly  to  <!ecay,  and  that  particularly  for  several  years  pa«i,  tl>«:e 
hath  bct'n  nu  maister  uf  the  said  Free  Grammar  School  appointed  by  us,  to  whom,  m 
right  of  our  Dutchy  of  Lancaster,  the  patronage  of  the  said  i$chool  of  right  hckop; 
■»or  hath  a:iy  proper  or  fit  person,  for  several  years  past,  appeared  to  solicit  ihcap- 
'pointmeut  to  that  office.  And,  whereas  the  mayor,  aldermen  aod  burgessei,  cf 
our  said  town  of  Pontefract,  and  divers  ihhabitants  of  the  said  town,  have  humbly 
repi^sented  the  several  matters  aforesaid,  to  us,  for  our  royal  consideration  aod  ai« 
'iistance  therein,  and  have  expressed  themselves  ready  and  willing,  Ly,  and  atth? 
'«kpence  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  said  town  of  Ponteinict,  u>  rebuild  the  %aid  Fjcc 
Gr..mmar  School,  together  with  a  convcoient  residence  for  the  master  thereof,  to  he 
appointed  by  \is  and  our  successors,  in  right  of  our  said  dutchy  of  Lancaster,  m  ihe 
same  manner  as  heretofore  hath  been  done ;  and  ihey  have  also  humbly  requested 
OH,  tor  the  better  carrying  into  ex^utkM  the  sevemt  purposes  afbre&aid»  to  re4uuod 
the  said  Free  jG ram  mar  School,  and  to  make  and  enact,  or  cause  to  be  nude  isA 
•enacted,  by  some  proper  and  fit  persons  or  person,  by  us  appointed-  thereuntc, 
some  constitutions,  rules,  statutes  and  ordinances,  for  the  regulation  oi  thecondurt 
of  the  master  and  scholars  of  such  Free  Grammar  School ;  and  lor  electing,  limit  fig 
and  defip.ipg  the  number  of  Scholars  (o  be,  educated  upon  the  said  foundation;  and 
for  the  introduction  and  permanent  rcgulaiion  of  such  uthei  matters  as  may  tend 
to  the  advantage  nt  the  said  school,  as  to  our  royal  wisdom  shall  seem  fit  Nsv, 
Know  Ye,  that  we  being  willing  and  desuous  to  piomote  the  velCare  of  our  t±id 
town  of  Poulefiact  and  our  township  of  Xaosbeif,  in  the  cotmty  of  York,  aod  to 
^e-csublish  the  said  school,  in  such  manner  as  may  hereafter  encourage  and  pro- 
loote  he  education  of  youth  of  the  diescription  herein-after  mentioned,  within  our 
town  of  Pontefract  and  township  of  Tanshelf;  of  our  special  grace,  ceitain  koaw- 
ile4ge  aod  mere  motion,  will  and  grant,  for  ourselves^  our  heirs  aod  successor*, 
that  the  said  Free  Grammar  School^  situate  and  being  within  the  said  town  of 
Pontefract,  in  the  said  county  of  York,  bhull  for  ever  hereafter  be  called  Tbe 
King's  School ;  and  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  Free  Grammar  School  of 
our  own  royal  foundation,  for  the  teaching  and  educating  of  seventeen  boys,  all  of 
whom  (except  the  boy  to  be  elected,  nominated,  and  appointed  from  tbe  charity 
.'school  in  the  town  of  Pontefract,  as  hereinrafter  is  mentioned)  at  the  time  of  bein^ 
.elected  and  appointed  to  be  of  the  said  fouiidation«  shall  be  children  of  resident  in- 
•babitanis,  legally  settled  within  the  to^nshipof  Pontefiact,  or  the  said  township  cf 
Tanshelf,  or  of  any  deceased  inhabiunts  or  inhabitant,  who  were  legally  settled 
therein  at  the  time  of  their  or  his  decease;  and  for  the  teaching  and  educating  of 
lucb  ciiildren,  we  further  will,  direct  and  appoint,  that  a  fit  and  discreet  person, 
as  soon  a^  conveniently  may  be,  and  for  ever  hereafter  upon  the  liappening  ot  auy 
v.icaticy  within  three  calender  monihs  from  the  happening  of  such  vacaricy,  shall 
be  nominated  and  appointed  in  the  name,  or  names  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successur', 
by  the  chancellor  of  our  dutchy  of  Lanc^ister,  by  letters  patent  under  the  seal  uf  cui 
said  dutchy,  to  be  master  of  the  said  Free  Grammar  School  during  the  good>«ill 
and  pleasure  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  in  the  manner  heretofoie  accustomed; 
which  person,  as  a  necessary  qualification  for  sach  appointment,  shall  bavetaiieo 
upon  him,  previous  to  such  appointment,  the  state  and  degree  of  aoust^  ol  aru^ 
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•r  bacbdar  of  hws,  at  one  of  ou^  Universities  of  Oxford  or  Cambiidge,  tod  also 
shall  have  had  ordinatioii  as  a  priest  or  deacoa  of  the  church  of  EngUndj  and  wbo^ 
at  the  time  of  such  his  appointment,  or«jit  any  time  afterwards,  during  his  contt-* 
ouing  master  of  such  Free  Grammar  School,  shall  not  have  or  possess  any  benefice* 
vithin  fifteen  miles  of  the  town  of  Pontclract,  the  lectureship  of  the  said  town,  or 
preacher  of  the  Suiiiay  afieraoon  sermon,  in  the  said  town  only  excepted.  And 
ibr  the  better  legulation  of  the  said  foundation,  we  further  direct,  appoint,  and 
order,  that  the  seventeen  boys  to  be  educ&ted  upon  the  said  foundation,  shall  be 
elected,  nominated,  and  appointed  by  the  peisons,  and  in  ihe  manner  herein* 
after  more  particularly  specified,   (that  is  to  say) 

Our  royal  will  and  pleasure  is,  thai  two  of  the  said  seventeen  boys,  of  the  de* 
■cription  aforesaid,  shall  be  nominated  and  appointed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  dui« 
chy  of  Ifancaster,  far  the  time  beings  in  bis  own  name  in  writing,  under  his  own 
proper  hand  and  seal,  when  and  as  ofien  as  such  boys,  or  either  of  them,  shall  in. 
any  manner  make  a  vacancy,  by  dying,  or  leaving,  or  bting  removed  from  the 
said  foundation ;  so  however  that  such  boys  or  boy,  so  nominated  and  appointed^: 
at  the  time  of  such  nomination  and  appointment  be  made  in  the  manner  aforesaid*, 
within  three  calendar  monihs  from  the  time  such  vacancy  shall  have  been  announ«- 
ced,  and  certified  in  writing,  signed  by  the  master  a(  the  said  foundation,  and 
two  oi  the  curators,  (herein.after  to  be  appointed)  or  if  there  shall  be  no  master  an 
the  time  of  such  vacancy,  by  two  of  the  curators ;  and  in  default  of  such  appoint* 
ment  within  the  time  aforesaid,  then  we  will,  direct  and  appoint,  that  such  nomi- 
nation and  appointme.it  shall,  for  that  vacancy  only  be  made  by  the  curators  o£ 
the  said  foundation  $  so  however,  that  such  appointment  and  nomination  be  made, 
io  writing,  and  signed  by  the  greater  number  of  such  curators  for  the  time  beings  • 
the  mayor  of  tbe  town  for  the  time,  being  one  of  such  signing  parties;  and  that 
such  appointment  express,  that  the  boy  so  nominated  and  appointed,  is  made  in 
default  of  appointment,  by  our  chancellor  ol  our  duichy  of  Lancaster  for  the  time 
being,  within  the  time  hcrein-belbre  specified.  But  we  hereby  farther  declare 
our  royal  will  and  pleasure  to  be»  that  no  informality  in  the  manner  or  form  ol 
appointment,  provided  it  be  made  within  the  time  before  specified,  by  our  chan- 
cellor of  the  saiddutchy  of  Lancaster,  shall  entitle  the  said  curators  to  make  socb 
appointment. 

And  our  royal  will  and  pleasure  further  is,  that  fourteen  boys,  to  be  of  the 
said  foundation,  who  shall  also  be  seven  years  of  age  at  the  least,  at  the  timeoC 
appointment,  shall  be  ol  the  nomination,  election  aud  appointment  of  the  curators! 
of  the  said  foundation,  or  the  major  part  of  the  compieie  number  of  such  curators,; 
living  at  the  time  of  such  nomination,  election,  or  appointment  j  such  nominaiioo,' 
election,  or  appointment,  to  be  made  pusuani  to  the  constiiuiions,  statutes,  rules, 
and  ordinances,  to  be  ordained  by  the  attorney  general  of  our  dutchy  of  Lancaster 
for  tbe  time  being,  by  writing  under  his  band  and  seal,  or  as  they  may  heceafte^ 
be  altered  or  added  to,  by  the  curators  lierein-alter  mentioned ;  so  however  that 
such  alteration  in  the  said  constitutions,,  siatulcs,  rules  and  ordinances,  from  time 
to  time,  be  approved  by  our  said  attorney  general,  of  our  said  dutc.iy  of  Lancaster 
for  the  time  being,  under  his  hand  and  seal.  And  that  such  nomination,  election, . 
and  appointment,  be  made  within  three  calendar  monihs,  from  the  lime  of  the 
vacancy  happening,  which  is  to  be  filled  up  by  such  curaioi<,  and  which  ultimate 
time  for  making  such  election  or  appointment,  we  will  and  direct,  shall  not  be 
subject  to  any  alteration  by  our  said  attorney  general,  or  curators,  or  eiiher  of 
ihcm ;  aiid  in  default  of  such  nomination,  election  and  appointment  of  the  said 
last-mentioned  fourteen  boys,  or  any  of  them,  within  three  calendar  months  from 
the  time  of  ^y  vaaociw,  or  vacancy,  happening  j  our  royal  will  and  plasure  is, 

u  u  u  '      "  * 


of  \Wt  k^t  ttT  tK%  sAtrf  three  !M>iitYi»,  M^l,  m  ist%  dMH  flHjfii-  Mift^  IKM'MR 
aiHl  iip^iA).  1ft  VritfiH|  dhder  Ms  hMd  iiM  ^IRiS  Y6  iwA  n«JfK«»s,  « VifcMy^ 
Mil  ifbfcMM  k\i1f^e!l  t6  fkpib.  ^t  t^f  rdyil  \r1fl  tnd  fl«Miif«  fl,  ItiM  M 
JhTurAtmy  Ifi  ttkfe  Afd»(  iff  «!ectlH^,  n^fiAiNVg  ihd  t^inthig  »f  tl*  *<i  <nr^ 
t»M  boyl  W  t«^y  -of  llteA,  by  th«  »li(d  ^uffit<SlN,  %hkll  tm^  Mr  Mi4  i4MHiC»«»«( 
<fe'r  Duf^y  <^  LAhtA^teh  to  Aofhthjfft  nfid  «p^im  lib  .>«rh  iV^^^MIiiMMl  imM« 
Ctes,  0^  vat«^,  ..r  aht  of  ihcrn  ^  (ih^iaH  lHl»  ftU0e  flf«e<Hf>&.  ntftiMMmg  M< 
ai^^ii^  ^  Mcft  ft)«rt^M  boy«,  <»  atV;^  d(  tlMm^,  by  ihl  *id  twflfdfh  sMI  It 
lubstantially  ccrresponding  « ith,  li'«a  [MiriMiimt  In,  (hie  lttf««(ilM9  i;»  UMb  eHftlM, 

it*ititidnl,  Mf*f,  M^Mft  Wd  6i«ftfi«t«i  riiftde  «y  to«fr  MUfriw^  «eMi%H  <»f •* 
9iMrh>  (it  Uhca««V,  %t  Ktfit  Wh6  «liiVi^  Iff  al^yrMM^  bf  4%  li)(Cf«ll  fjy  ^  filt 

AWd  bdt  t^il  iHII  iin4  pi«iMm  nynh^f- 1%  iMt  dft  fWfc  «iil¥«(it "»  ite  AT 
tlfel%««Me  dlM6)]^toft  «1fiA«&a«,  sMRbeelMt^d,  MMthltlA  Md  iiff|Mltocfl  dl« 
o(  «fA  ffoih  i^mgH,  iht  M^s  inmmM  Mi^  «difi!ilM  It  VM  C1M%  Med 

ArbooH"  by  iMe  i^hme^i  of  t»b  nffil  t!hli^ty  Siftd-jS  T<ir  #e  %?Hyfc«b%v  »r  ^ 
m}<fr  pirt  <sr  ^Mn  .  iifch  dc^.Tofr,  «r6fn)/)7(16h  a^d  af(«flb?rMDChl,  ^bebiJ^« 
CWifiW  A  Vi+»Tij^,  nita  IfifgrM  by  Wte  WaJ*  i^t  df  rtJih  fltfMc^  j  ^Hd^tb  bc^, 
wo  nmnHMd,  *i\fxt\£4'tMkppJMfiM,  <han  tb^MjgMm  MMrlfrM  bi^  ««» 
^nner  Mthiedmer  bd)rs  updh  "ihhiM  foMbflMi  ^Mll  be;  ^[<fN% ftotb %ll %tl 
**«¥)e«ces  %baftd^'«f)  for  b  tcrtft  *c*  Wtettain^  ftvtyrifrs.  «•  ftr  *lch  tfcMfr 
tiftr^fiihdfto  ]&fi^^,  WihHi^bek^^  <df'«^n^lb,  •rt^nuMt)b%^M  biVUb 
sMd  dtfHfifiaffr,  <>r  irp{)«fiftmYMft  -offW*  laW  tfimih\bT^dj^'p9\ft  df  «»»,  ^b 
<*§6  any  l^me  >Ml  be  flfei'^h  if^cWidd ;  'WiW  *  tiffc  *nd  dfitotb  jiMdfl  -oT  ift* 
i6«pfd«<«,  dr  -at  "iDe^hd  '<A^  JTve  yeifs,  6r  4Ht=hib  ^HHte  fcjMtemMh/lA  ^Mr 
eltber  df  iMch  riAfi^,  \h%^ard1Vustees,  'dr^hb  ytigjck  (AftViT  tl/eAl,  ibarfl  Sfgaib  fo 
Msuirf<^  afbrMilM  VfofMni^,  el«ft  and  af^olftt,  atta  i«rtV^lAib  ^^btflion,  Hdfffink. 
tidtt  i(hd  *p|)6ii)iitfent  of  dhfc  'dtli<?r  "boy,  'otft'df,  hftA  f'dfh  itobtt]^!k,  %e V^s  of  %t 
ibM  Tobrn  Chkiity  Sdiddl,  to  ^  taught  Sfftd^dtftaM^ln  Ihifttftfr,  «lA  Hurteg  ^ 
time  aforesaid. 

AV^d  bUr  furtbt^  royal  Vill  dl*nd't>1^^Surb1s,  Ikh^  Ve*^  'drlb^b,  holb!nM»*and 
ipfim,  tHe  ^aydt-,  rfedbrder  %d  4ldef Aden 'dfobr  said  tO^b  of  Pbh^<i^adl,  ard 
Ifcfe  vldlr  oT  iMfc  v1car»^  whhfh  iHb  partsh  df  i^tfKfttrtei,  ft>«^er  bbr«frcr,  tblse 
tbb  ^rift6ft  dr  ^n^rdbfit  6f  6dr  l&id  idho6l ;  ahcl'^t  th^y  lib^lliisrVb  KiH  ^oircr 
adB  autlioriVy  to  ehibn^  ahd  cki*^  *7hto  "cXeCutTd!),  U  kO<fh  ifArfUn^i'  ft  'to  ttttm 
itnM  s^em  fit,  and  6oti>iiiem  tiTth'th'eW  •of  CKe  Hatro,  hiA  rbilbuf  diarfd^; 
an  Vuch  -corisi^utlon^,  tUtnt^,  Vule^  afid  drHiHahctft,  as  ihit\  *8e  Itfitib  ^7  our 
iftdi^cy*gdHbral,  '6f  dur  Dutcy  of  Lanesisier  for  the  tVme  bting,  urid^Vubana 
ifi^  st^.  Tor  (he  re^^utailoo  'bfttfe  Siild  foundati^  and  tchdul,  and  6rlht  jnaser 
M  ^Aobr8Vh^'f«6f;  arid  (o  fbgutkre  and  ditedt  Vhal  books,  oV  aiS^fs,  sbaH 
be  t^u^ht  \h  rifesatd  fr^  -Gramhiar'^Kool,  and  to  a'pbdiht  arid  'iK&trfbOfe  the 
ffblds  dfte^Whlng  itt^^^Uhre;  ^hdVb^t  iOfhs,  or  suhi  of  rndn^,  'Aiail  tje  >aid 
Pjr  the  b()ys,  to  be  I6h\tt»tl^  updh  the  said  fouii^atioh,  ib  %e  m^Der  of  the  said 
!^j*e  6rtimfhAr  S<lho6l,  ahd  the  rinlies  ttnd  tifiie  ot  |ftyment  ibcreo'f,  *and  ttii-r 
ednftflbani^  Upoh  thh  laid  foiTridatidb,  and  (he'dihb  of  l^uitdhg  IbViiroe ;  and 
Afe  ttfSL'rj>liife  *df  *<he  's!iid's<1>66l,  A  Wl^ll  of  cbrrbctlbn  k's  bxpiitsioh  ;  Ynd'tbe  hn. 
ifd(\t(^  of  sochedhdhtdns  br  pc'/fdi^abcel  bpdh  the  laid  master,  ctibsistent  tridi 
Aib  d^x'Tsidns  afdt'esaid,  'n  the'sbid  dufacori  'ihslU  (fjiiik  for  'Out  Benefit  6(  0»e 
iM  mb  GMolMr  ^«ll0dl,  abl  df'iil  diB6t1iS9Ktefrift&iaiBya,  (biiclupg  tbe 


aUtt  frQqj  \\XQfi  !u  lime  <9  aU^r,  j^t^A*n(i.  gi|[  i\rw  CRcvdel  si\ch  fqnstUHtiQtJi.  ^lati^tp^ 
%ules  ^f^4  Qr^iinaacw,  w'lb  i^«  ^iJpvQ^^i^  «,»(  oqr  -^ittirney  j«nc^l  for  ihc  Pu|tigir 
of  L^t^ca^ur,  far  i|\f  \in*fl  l^in^,  ic*uM  'py  hii  sj^iqg  m\^  H»i(ng  ihp  wmf  {  ip 

ip^oi)si)tQ(\(  with  t^i^  our  r^yai  chart<;r, 

<i^Q<i  uur  fQyal  will  and  pki(4^|^  is»  an^  ^e  dp  ^er^^y  direct  a^(f  ^HQK^i 
l^at  our  clMaC^llor  qf  uur  (jui^i^-  pi  j;,a(ic«isif  f  fqr  the  Umf  tjf  it|g,  yl^U  t)f  ijif 
vUitQr  rf  (1)9  a^i4  Fr^  Q^nipiV  5ch«v»li  h^r^i^f^Pfsrc  ertr^tfd  «nd  l'Mun4e4i 
9(h1  tMt  ifvl^e  i^t4  m^sicr iwii lehitUrs.  (HT 9ny vT (ti«m>  4h^U  ihini(i^em»^W«i» 
or  bims^lf*  ^gg?:\f>%^^  t>y  ihfi  (i^^ermlOiiMQp  v^  JM^gmeq^  ^f  tbe  s|^i4  euratfirf,  Hpon 
i^njr  |iul^«c(  eQUU^l^4  h«foby  t^  dicji  judgment  pr  fcj^ulaiioq,  vinfm^i^^^  by  M19 
4Uai|ieygeiieu}  qf  g^r  U^^fhy  (tf  J^jHWI^P^t  <W  ibp  MW  being ;  mah  ^k^^ 
94)d  9phu|j)ri,  ii^  tHlnMqg  t|)ein«9lve8  4ggri»^v«Kl«  ibf U  bave  9  right  qf  ajj^i^almg  tQ 
oiir  Mid  visi:gr,  wt^a  ^Ml  h^vp  fuU  j^w^r  a^d  4uihorUy  iq  d^^^i^i^  4uch  apRea), 
4ad  tp  make  >y<-'b  erdei*  and  regHl<*ii<^s  (|)9(<bj^,  as^l^all  iq  jiU  judgnoeiu  be  tigl^t 
f  nd  (typedieo^ ;  ^od  i^t  be  m^y  c^t^rc'^e  mch  po^er^  ^o^  authpriii<;«  ap  £$« 
longing  }o  (be  (#(;e  «f  vi«itpr  (9  do.  jp  v'tiie^s  wbe>^ft  v^  bavf  caused  tbeyf 
our  letters  to  be  made  pa(ent.T^Givep  ^t  upr  palace  of  Westipips(er>  unc^r  ih$ 
9enl  pf  pur  Outcliy  of  {jjwpj^cter,  the  tbirteemb  day  qf  Ft^bruaqr,  in  the  Uiinyn 
gecond  year  of  «ur  rpign,  aj)d  »0  JIm?  y^V  »f  ©wr  JLpfil*  on?  ibo^MfHJ  WVCfJ  h^p^|red 
yod  oii)iy*i;vo^ 

Iproned  in  the  Potcby  Court,  the  25th  day  of  February. 

.   f.  RySSELL,  Register. 

GMMtiUHHiM*  Billet*  SuUliiM  fin4  Ordiogneei  j  to  be  icepi,  iiuin(ain«d  and  ob* 
Miyed,  bf  tha  roa^ief  and  sehqiari  of  ih«  Free  Oramuiar  School  of  ibo  tovn 
of  Ponw6f9tt,  ot  tbe  foundation  of  bia  «io»l  excellent  Majetty  King  Georg* 
tbe  Tbird,  duly  made,  and  signed  by  John  Ord,  £«q.  his  Majesty's  attomef 
fCfltral  of  thn  putcby  of  Lancaster,  pprsuani  to  poven  for  that  purpose  to 
bim  giya»,  is  and  by,  bis  aaid  Majesty's  leiten  patent,  under  the  seal  of  the 
same  dutchy,  bearing  date  the  13ili  day  of  Febiuary,  in  the  tbiriy-aeoond 
fmr  of  b^  reige*  and  in  the  year  of  pur  l^rd  179^2.    (That  U  to  say) 

FirH.THAT  the  boya  educated  at  the  Free  Grammar  School  in  the  town  of 
P^niofmct,  finder  and  by  virtue  of,  bla  Majesty ^s  said  letters  patent,  sImII  be 
aasasmbled  end  m«|rutted,  rn  the  scbouUroom  errcted  for  that  purpose,  and  not 
eiaowbere  |  at  tucb  hours  of  the  day  aa  ibe  mastm*  shajl  think,  fit,  in  the  lAtia 
god  Giyek  OaaacuDais;  and  at  suitable  periods,  in  ibe  Latin  and  Greek  Classics. 
Tb«  aaaier  of  the  aaid  school  shall  have  the  appointment  and  icgulacion  of  the 
perioda,  at  «4ucb  such  books  and  authors  shall  be  uugbt  and  expJainrd  to  the 
boya  upon  the  said  foundatiyo  ;  and  of  the  several  tiours  of  the  day  when  aucb 
boys  shell  be  assembled  tqgeiher  and  taught ;  and  of  the  distribotbn,  and  order 
of  raading  or  teaching  such  books,  and  of  every  regulation  touching  the  leaching 
mi  tnatruccion  of  such  boys,  subject  10  the  oontroul  hereinafter  mentioned,  (thee 
ia  in  my.)  Th^K  tkm  naaaler  shall  put  do«m  in  writing,  the  scheme  and  plan  of 
batraetun  vJueb  be  oieaiis  end  inieada  to  piir3»e»  and  lay  (be  aape  bc^  tb9 
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curaton,  who  iball  be  tummoned  to  take  the  ume  into  coatideratkB;  and  tit 
eaid  curators,  or  tbe  major  part  of  them,  of  whom  tbe  vicar  or  recorder  of  Pade- 
fraa  shall  be  one,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  alter,  vary  or  new  model, 
such  plan  of  instruction  and  teaching,  and  every  thing  relating  tbeieunio ;  and 
when  such  plan  of  instruction  shall  be  approved  by  tbe  said  curators,  or  the 
major  pait  of  them  (of  whom  the  vkar  or  recorder  of  Pontefract  shall  be  ooe)  (be 
same  shall  be  fairly   transcribed,  an  J  signed  by  the  curatois,  alkmioK  a«l  ap- 
proving the  same ;    and  such  plan  of  instruction  shall  fh>m  theocB'fcxward  be 
continually  used  at  the  said  Free  Grammar  School,  by  e\ery  succeeding  niasler 
of  such  school,  kubject  only  to  such  aherations  as  may  be  made  therein  at  wof 
time,  by  the  curators  or  guardians  of  such  foundation,  or  the  major  part  of  then. 
Secondly,  That  the  discipline  of  the  school,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  ceosare, 
punishment  or  reward  of  the  scholars,  shall  be  left  wholly  to  the  discrctioo  o)  the 
matter;  but  in  case  of  any  cruelty,  or  immoderate  punishment  of  any  kind,  upon 
the  complaint  of  the  parents  or  parent,  guardians  or  guardian,  or  any  other  persoo 
who  may  have  the  management  and  superintendance,  oi*  tbe  educadoo  of  an^ 
boy  upon  the  said  ibundatiao,  not  having  any  parent  or  guardian,  to  the  nayor; 
or,  in  his  absence,  to  the  senior  alderman  of  Pontefract,  then  resident  in  the  s^id 
town :  which   said  mayor,  or  in  his  absence,  the  said  senior  alderman,  shall, 
within  two  day^  from  the, time  of  such  complaint,  summon  a  meeting  of  the 
curators,  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  be  within  a  reasonable  distance,  to  meet 
within  twenty-four  hours,  from  the  time  of  such  summons,  and  shall  hear  tbe 
complaint  in  the  presence  of  tbe  said   master,  and  of  the  parem,  guaidiao,  (^ 
person  standing  as  aforesaid  in  the  place  of  parent  and  guardian ;  who  sbaU  ham 
notice  in  writing  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  meeting,  and  examine  mto  the 
circumstances  thereof,  and  shall  determme  and  resolve,  whether  such  gne\aoce 
or  complaint  is  well  or  ill  founded  generally,  without  stating  any  special  circum- 
stances whatsoever ;  and  shall  put  duw^n,  or  cause  to  be  put  down  in  writing,  tod 
signed  by  the   curators  present,  or  the  major  part  thereof,  such  their  resoluiioo, 
and  preserve,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  preserved,  until  a  general  meeting  of  tbe 
curators  shall  be  called,  or  had  ;  and  such  resolution  shall  be  laid  before  such 
general  meeting ;   and  at  such  general  meeting,  if  tbe  complaint  shall  be  resol«ed 
to  be  well  founded,  the  said  master  may  be  admonished  and  reproved  by  the 
mayor,  in  the  name  of  tbe  curators,  and  an  entry  thall  be  made  in  a  book,  and 
preserved  of  such  admonition  and  reproof ;  and  the  curators,  if  they  shaU  diiofc 
&i,  shall  represent  the  same  lo  the  visitor  of  the  said  school,  for  his  discietion  acd 
judgment  therein.  " 

Thirdly,  That  the  master  of  the  said  Free  Gtammar  School,  shall  have  do 
power  whatsoever,  to  expel  any  offending  boy  of  the  said  foundation,  firam  tbe 
said  school,  for  any  offence  whatsoever;  but  that  upon  any  offence  oonnii&ed 
by  any  of  the  said  boys,  which  shall  in  his  dscretion  be  worthy  of  punishment, 
or  notice  to  that  extent,  the  master  ihall  with  all  convenient  speed,  apply  to  the 
mayor  for  tbe  time  being  |  ur  in  his  absence  to  the  senior  alderman,  then  resideoi 
in  the  said  town,  and  request  in  writing,  that  he  would  summon  a  meeting  of  ifae 
curators,  or  so  many  of  them  as  may  live  within  a  reasonable  distance,  within  tvo 
days  from  the  time  of  such  rsqaest,  to  consider  of  the  offence  of  such  boy  *,  duttog 
which  interval,  and  until  such  meeting  ^hall  be  had,  the  said  master  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  suspend  the  education  of  such  boy,  and  to  prohibit  his  coming  t^^ 
taught  at  the  said  school:  And  at  such  meeting  of  the  curators,  so  to  be  bad,* 
the  said  boy  so  ofending  and  the  parent,  guardian  or  person  having  the  dtfcctioa 
of  the  education  of  such  boy,  if  be  hath  no  parent  or  guardian,  shall  have  vxn 
in  writing,  signed  by  the  mayur^  or  in  his  abceoce  by  the  senior  akJetmanof  ^ 
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lo«rn;  then  mi'dent/  to  be  present ;  and  such  order  i1i»1  He  dien  and  there 
made,  for  the  admonition,  punishment,  suspension  or  expulsion  of  such  bay,  as' 
to  the  curators  present,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  (the  vicar  or  recorder  being 
one  joining  in  the  making  of  such  oider)  shall  seem  just,  and  such  admonition  or 
punishment  shall  be  can ied  Intocfiect  vith  all  convenient  dispatch,  publicly  in 
the  tfchool.room,  in  the  presence  of  the  other  boys  upon  the  same  foundation,  at 
fiu-  as  the  same  may  be  consistent  with  the  right  of  the  visitor  therein. 

Fcmfihhff  There  shai;  be  paid  by  the  parent,  guardian  or  person  taking  upon 
Um  the  expence  of  the  education  of  the  said  foundation  boys,   (except  the  boy 
chosen  out  of  the  charity  school  in  Pontefract,  by  the  trustees  of  the  said  charity) 
to  the  master  of  the  said  Free  Gramniar  School,  one  gumea  a  year,  by  equal 
quarterly  payments;  and  for  such  of  the  said  boys  who  shall  learn  writing  and 
arithmetic,   (except  such  one  chaiit^  boy)  one  guinea  more  a  year,  by  such 
quarterly  payments,  and  it  shall  be  at  the  option  of  the  parent,  guardian  or  other 
person  takmg  upon  him  the  expeitce  of  the  education  of  such  boy,  to  chuse  whether 
he  shall,  or  not,  be  instructed  in  writing  and  arithmetic.     But  the  boy  elected* 
nonamated  or  appointed  to  the  said  foundation,  from  the  charity  school  at  Ponte- 
fract, shall  be  taught  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  nothing  shall  be  paid  lor  such  hit 
instfuction^  aor  for  any  other  instruction  he  shall  receive  upon  the  said  foundation. 
^*fi^Jft  That  the  master  of  the  said  Free  Grammar  School,  shall  be  obliged' 
to  receive  the  sons  of  any  of  the  inhabitant!!  of  the  towns  of  Pontefract  and  Tan- 
thelf,  and  instrua  and  educate  them  in  the  same  manner,  and  in  the  same 
authors,  and  with  the  like  discipline,  and  subject  to  the  same  rules,  orders  and 
rettrictioiis,  with  those  herein-befofe  specified  relating  to  the  said  seventeen  boys, 
upon  Che  said  foundation,   (except  that  of  expulsion,  which  shall  be  at  the  discrv- 
tion  of  the  master,  as  to  such  boys  as  are  not  of  the  said  tbundation)   upon  being 
paid  for  the  education  of  each  boy,  two  guineas  a  year  by  equal  quarterly  pay- 
snencs;  and  in  case  any  of  such  boys  shall  be    tai^ht  writing  and  ariihmetic» 
which  shall  be  at  (he  option  of  the  parent,  guardian  or  person  taking  upon  him 
the  expence  of  the  education  of  such  boy,  there  shall  be  paid  by  quarterly  pay- 
ments, for  such  imtruction  in  writing  and  arithmetic,  one  guinea  a  year  and  no 
more :  Over  and   above  the  fees  of  salary  paid  to  the  master  for  the  education 
of  the  said  boys,  he  shall  be  paid  for  the  btin  and  greeic  books  necessary  for 
tiieir  instruction,  and   for  the  paper,  pens  and  ink  used  by  them,  a  fair  and  rej« 
aooable  price,  to  be  asceruined  and  settled  by  the  curators,  or  any  three  of  them, 
the  mayor  and  vicar  being  two,   in  case  of  any  difference  or  dispute  about  the 
price  or  charge  for  such  articles  made  by  the  said  master. 

Sixthly t  No  boy,  whether  of  the  said  foundation,  or  not,  and  whether  he  be 
the  son'of  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Pontefract  and  Taiishelf,  or  not;  shall  be 
taught  by,  or  under  the  direction  or  permission  of  the  master  of  such  school, 
writing  arid  arithmetic,  or  either  of  them,  unless  he  is  also  instructed  in  the  laiin 
and  greek  languages,  or  one  of  them,  in  the  same  manner  with  the  boys  upon  the 
laid  foundation. 

StfPfnM/y,  That  the  master  of  the  said  Free  Grammar  School,  be  permitted 
to  take  into  bis  house  boarders  and  lodgers,  and  instruct  any  other  boys,  although 
they  may  not  be  the  sons  ef  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Pontefract  and  Tan*thelf, 
upon  such  terms  as  he  shall  think  fit,  so  that  such  boys  be  educated  at  the  same' 
times,  and  in  the  same  authors,  and  in  the  same  school-room  as  the  boys  of  the 
said  foundaiion,  and  be  mixed  and  intermingled  with  them,  according  to  their 
ages  af  proficiency  in  learning;  but  the  said  roaster  shall,  on  no  account,  he  per- 
mitted to  lake  any  boys  to  educate  privately,  and  separate  from  the  othei  boys, 
or  Joy  of  them,  nor  shall  any  distinction  be  made  between  the  said  boys  upuo  th 


fr  any  of  tbara  {  eiUief  by  any  baidgeor  ni4Mk«  ot  by  tb« ptM*  of  tiwr  iui«gii 
mcb  tcboul^ooai,  or  by  «ny  ab^  mo^t  of  tM^ra^c,  whuvmvh  tiMfi  imCv 
4»  r«laic»  lo  tbt  expuUioa,  which,  at  ti>  tucb  buys  who  W9  *i«4  HfMi  Ihft  a«4 
fguqiiiuoo.  khsiU  b«  Itit  lu  (he  di«cietion  oi  Ike  lak)  m»t«r. 

£igkiijf.  That  ao  aimual  mcviing  ihaH  bt  be\4  by  the  «iid  goiurt  ipoi 
Tuesday  nexi  aiier  £a«|«r  cUy,  i  n  ih«  trhooUiuom ;  at  which  nM«eii«g  thf  iw^ 
iball,  wubout  any  nonce  or  requcu  fur  ibai  pMr|)6M(f  tay  befora  U|e  cmMt  pre- 
itQt  at  sucb  Dieeting,  the  nuokberul'  all  the  hoya  uii4«r  o^^¥m  M  bv  Mbw^ 
and  tbt  number  o*  auitunu  or  u&bert  which  be,  theo,  and  tor  tia  momlia  haieit 
Inih  had  consuoiiy  ia  employ,  and  for  the  icaehiu;  of  what  braschta  oi  bR9«h 
«( education;  and  in  ease  ihe  curaiort,  or  the  major  pan  of  ihe^,  at  tuch  aMi»ii«b 
fhall  reaoive  thai  the  number  of  such  aisistaatt  ur  ushers,  it  «nsu#cie«t  ler  Uf 
teaching  and  ioitruciiog  of  the  uid  boyi,  ihea  ihe  uid  enasier  thall»  iipi*  ibf 
9rdcr  or  request  in  writing,  signed  by  the  said  curaiurs,  or  the  HMJor  part  ihane^ 
add  so  many  asiioants  or  ushers,  wi*»bin  one  calewlar  month  fruas  ibed^ie  4 
Ittcb  rrquett,  as  such  curators,  or  the  m^jor  part  thereof,  shall  direei  and  spsci-Tl 
viiow  salaries  or  fecQmpence  shall  be  paid  by  ihf  said  mafier. 

JVialA/y,  That  au  boy  sbaU  be  taken  and  edueaied  at  the  wd  ukmA,  whsdw 
W  be  of  the  said  foundation,  or  not,  unless  be  be  of  the  age  pf  sfeen  yetn  cempkie, 
«(  the  time  of  his  first  coming  ig  be  educated ;  nor  «haU  any  boy  upon  the  siii 
Ibundiition,  be  prrmitted  to  st»y  at  such  icbtiol  beyond  tbr  |'««l  ig*  «f  siyiMt 
years,  unless  it  is  intended  to  send  any  oi  the  boys  to  gny  of  the  univcmiiies  el  Oi* 
tord  «r  Cambridge}  and  in  sucb  case,  upon  the  lepresentgtifp^  s«eb  imeniiBekf 
(be  master,  and  upon  (he  request,  in  writing,  of  the  parent,  guardian  or  pana 
taUng  upon  him  the  expeoce  o>  the  education  of  aueh  boy ;  or  in  caae  of  tl«  ssid 
charity  boy,  upon  the  request  of  the  trustees  of  the  laid  charity  Khwdt  I"  ^ni\ti$, 
iigned  by  ihemseWe*,  or  the  major  part  of  tliem,  the  c^fitora  at  their  vhhmI 
neeting;  such  boys  or  boy,  upon  the  special  perniudion,  in  writigg,  ftgned  by  ibt 
taid  curators  of  such  meeting,  or  the  major  part  of  tbew»  mi^  be  cnnii^u^d  at  tkc 
laid  school  to  the  full  age  of  eighteen,  and  no  lenges. 

Tenihiy,  That  etery  election  of  the  fourteen  h^«  to  hf  fleeted,  MPiinptel 
and  appointed  by  the  curators,  to  be  upon  tbe  loundation  gf  the  aaid  Fie*  Qnm* 
par  School,  be  nude  by  ballot,  whereof  every  curator  sball  h»ve  eight  diys  pit* 
irious  notice,  in  writing,  exclusive  of  the  day  of  giving  sucb  notice,  and  gf  lb* 
d»y  for  sucb  ballsing ;  and  no  one  boy  shall  be  elected  witbfut  hiving*  on  the  b|l» 
lot,  a  majoiity  of  the  curators  present  in  hia  favour. 

£le9<nUiJ^,  That  on  every  vacancy  amon^ft  the  fiatirteen  beys  of  tl)e«Hd  %uo« 
dation,  app;jinted  by  the  said  curators,  a  notification  tbfraef  an  vriiiog,  wtibin  tw» 
days,  shall  be  given  by  the  master  o(  the  said  Fme  OramaMf  SchppI  leite 
tnayor,  or  in  his  absence  to  the  senior  alderman  fur  the  ligse  being,  seaidcnt  in  tke 
taid  tpwn  of  Pontefract ;  and  that  the  said  mayor,  or  in  bia  absence  the  said  asnior 
alderman,  shall,  within  seven  days  after  such  notification  given  by  the  agid  master, 
lummon  a  meeting  of  the  said  cunuurs.  tp  he  held  at  the  »ch<k>lrhp|ise»  tphsNoi  ^ 
and  elect  another  boy  to  supply  sjcb  vacancy  j  and  ibat  on  every  vacMc^r  audi  hf 
either  of  the  two  boys,  nominated  and  appointed  by  the  viaitur  ef  the  inid  feuM^ 
tiuo,  the  like  notice  in  writing,  shall  be  given  by  the  master  ta  the  flWfor,  er  ia  kit 
absence  to  the  said  senior  alderman,  and  the  mayor  er  aenior  alder«Mn,  then  iwh 
dent,  shall  give  notice  thereof  in  writing,  lo  the  visitor  ^  the  said  foiMdaiMi,  «hP 
Ihall,  by  the  said  mayoi  or  the  sw)  senior  didfrroen,  he  respeotftsHy  Mt^iMsiad  ia 
wriueg.  «>  611  up  such  vacancy ;  aitd  npuQ  the  vacancy  of  the  bof  appeitfa^ 
ftom  the  durjiy  school  of  th€  «aid  toiivi  jof  PoMfiaot,  the  li^  aotiae  m  wtiUH^ 


Aomamk.  ladik 

shall  be  given  to  the  trustees  of  the  s«t4xhaf4t^  school,  for  the  time  being,  or  such 
oftbmm  as  fUmU  be  then  in  GMgfcMI,  wnd  <oapabl«  cpT  M^irt^  HnUhfcttaid  mifk,  ofiuch 
vMxiiicy,  mni%  i«q<i0ft  idufH  be  «iwde  by  th*  tti^  tttBKWt)  in  i^tking,  MiAufm,  %» 
611  «p  t^ mcmacft  v^h^totmnitw expediiiofi, 

Twelfthl^,    TIM  «Mir  bfNl  iib«*»e  lh«  ttftveHni  «ees  ttWi  s)b«MYN:M  t»  tiM  mW 
master,  for  the  instruction  of  the  said  boys,  elected  and  chosen  to  be  upon  the  said 
fouHdatiofi,  and  of  s«ch  other  boys  a«  shall  be  the  sons  of  iDfasbiianis  liviiq^^MMl  re- 
siding within  the  town  of  Pontefraa  and  towashipof  Tanshelf ^    theie  abaU  be  ^aMl 
to  the  master  yearly,   for  each  boy^  {exc^pc  fi>r  the  said  boy  chosen  from  4lie  chto 
rity  school  in  Pontefraci)   after  the  Chpistmas  HoHdays,  i)cgitining  after  Chrimna^ 
next,  after  each  bt»ys  coming  to  ^hool,  two  thilliiigs  each,  for  the  espefica4if<4 
^re  in  ihe  said  school  roum,  and  the  (Wtber  «um  of  oae  shitlit^g  4»ach,  ix  >Fe.^i^ 
ing  the  school-room  and  schoul-hooce ;   and  the  -master  chall  regularly  -accoaDt  §ai^ 
and  deposit  such  monies  in  the  hands  of  the  town  clerk  of  the  town  of  Pontefracr, 
aod  the  same  shall  be  kept  by  him,  as  a  fund  lor  repairing  the  said  school-room 
and  school-house,  and  shall  be  applied  for  those  purposes  in  such  manner  as  the 
curators,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,   shall  at  any  time  direct :    But  the  bor 
nominated  by  the  liusiees  ofiTtfe  said  charity  school  in  Poniefrapt,  shall  pay  no  part 
of  such  expence  of  6re  and  repairs,  or  any  other  expence  of -educatioa  whatsoever 
Thirteenthiy,    That  all  the  children  during  their  education  in  the  said  scboot, 
shall  be  instructed  in  the  Protestant  leligion,  according  to  the  rites  and  ceremoaies 
of  the  church  of  England,  as  by  law  established ;   and  every  scholar,  unless  im« 
peded  by  bodily  indisposition,  shall  reigularly,  as  we'll  On  Sutic^ays  as  on  such  other 
of  the  days  set  apart  by  the  chbrch'for  public  worship;  as  shall  be  specially  directed 
by  the  master,   report  to  the  pariih  church  of  Pontefract,  or  some  other  parish 
church  in  the  neighbourhod^  thereof,  to  be  allowed  by  the  master ;  and  there 
abide  orderly  and  soberly,  during  ihe  time  of  common ^tayer  and  preaching  tha 
'  t?.^  KOSSEL,  Register. 


ADDENDA. 

To  the  Chapter  ba  I>unalioru, 

^TOS;  'XlWr'ttftOT,  of  '^ork,  by  cJertl  of  gift  to  the  mayor,  lecoiderand 
oT  Pontefract,  'gavei{fiv,^unds  in  irust,  to  be  lent  oiU  to  two  poor  <tiadeMasi^ 
in  equal  shsh-es  of  iwenty-five^unds,  without  interest,  for  seven  year),  on  find* 
ifig  two  sufficient  ^xmdsmen,  for  jhe 'payment  thereof;  and  in  case  «ne  or  boch  thf) 
bond<thien  shoulq  die,  the  tradesmjen  (o  whom  the  mon^y  )ias  been  Jem,  aceiq 
iGnd  other'hondslfhea,  witlmi  onejfnonih.  Or  4o  pay  in  the  monv'y  to  the  tt^tees.  , 
Ann  DirA  wiis  a  natiVe  of  thv^^pl^c^  j^nd  made  the  above  donation  as  a  testi*> 
motiy  of  her  respect,,  proo^pted  by  a  wish  to  encourage  honest  indusujr*  The  deed 
is  diied  ill  the  year  nS'l.  ;  , 

LefinQrdliealpigh*sBequ9tt^ 
*Mr.  £^6'>^AP[tyi|^AX^lC(I  leftby  will,  I600,{twen{yshilliog9,per«iuitiav 
to  the  'poor  of^  Pontefract,  out  ot  a  house  in  Neat  Market,  vested  4}y  commissioa. 
olT'pious  uses  in  I6d!2,   in  the  vicar,  and  disirtbpted  evcty  Gaod'Fud^y.  Hiclyud 
fidrncastre,'£sq.*  now  dljtrifau^s  the  above.  -  ^ 

Jokn  Ea4tvDood*s  Bequett* 
Mr.  JOHN  EASTWOOD  left  i^y  wiU, .  1621,  forty  shillings  per  annum,  ts 
the  poor  of  Punteiract,  charged  on  a 'crose'in*^kinner  Lane,  and  distributed  everf 
Shrove  Tuesday,  by  Richard  Horncastle,  Esq.  whose  house  sixlsf ardea,  in  Ropcr« 
gate,  are  dov  made  chargeable* 


The  Park, 
IN  a  maouicript  of  Mr.  Astle's,  giving  an  aooNuit  of  tbe  dutdiy  of  Lancaster 
it  is  obterved,   ibai  the  cbancclbr»  attoroef -general,  leoeifcr  and  audittw,  or  the 
taid  dutchy,  enjoyed  the  privilege^  in  right  of  their  ofiee,  of  having  tbexr  tabie» 
veU  lupplied  with  vention,  summer  and  winter,  ifom  Pontefract  Patk. 

Lord  Rkwrt, 
The  following  ballad,  as  it  is  called,  composed  by  Earl  Rivers,  in  Pontefract 
Castle,  is  too  curious  to  be  omitted.  It  will  shew,  among  other  evidences,  the  aeate 
of  the  English  language  in  the  time  of  Richard  III.  It  is  contained  in  a  bistoy  cf 
Ihe  Kings  of  England,  by  John  Ross,  the  Warwick  antiquary.  He  introdace>  it 
in  the  following  terms,  Dominus  comes  de  Rivers  Antonius  Woodvyle  •  .  . 
in  tempore  incarceration! s  apud  Pontemfractum  edidit  unum  balet  in  Anglicis,  at 
auhi  monstnitum  est,  quod  subsequitur  sub  hiis  verbis : 
Sumwhat  musyng  and  more  mornyng 

In  remembring  the  unstydPastnes, 
This  world  being  of  such  whelyng 

Me  contrarieng,  what  may  I  gesse  ? 
I  fere  dowtles  rcmediles 

Is  now  to  sest  my  wofull  chaunce, 
Lo  in  this  traunce,  now  in  substance. 

Such  is  my  dawnce. 
Wyllyng  to  dye  me  thyiikys  truly 
Bowndyn  am  I,  and  that  gretly. 
To  be  content. 
Seyng  playnly  that  fortune  doth  wry 

All  contrary  from  myn  entent. 
My  lyff  was  lent  me  to  on  Inient,         •     ' 
Hyit  is  ny  spent 

Welcome  fortune. 
But  I  ne  went, — ^Thus  to  be  shent 
But  sho  hit  ment— ^Such  is  bur  woo. 
King**  School, 
THE  Gentlemen  of  this  ^wn,  willing  to  obtain  for  the  master  of  llus  school  a 
foitable  residence,  generously  exerted  themselves  to  accomplish  so  benevolent  a 
design.    The  corporation  gave  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  others ' 
in  the  town  handsomely  contibutuig,  a  good  spacious  house  and  garden,   adjoining 
the  school,  was  purchased,   and  invested  in  seven  trustees ;  who  poises  the  power 
of  admitting  the  said  school  master  to  enjoy  the  premises  according  to  their  discre- 
tions.   The  present  trustees  are  J,  Seaton,  J.  Leatham,  T.  Taylor,  Q.  Perfect^ 
R.  Seaton,   R.  Smith,  Esqrs.  and  the  Rev.T.  Heron. 

ParHanwntary  hUlory. — ^Tbe  number  of  burgage  freeholds  is  about  32 1^  of 
which  190  were  in  the  possession  of  Lord  Gallway  ;  a  k^  belonged  to  tbe  late 
Sir  R.  Winn,  Bart. ;  44  to  Mr.  Pitt,  which  were  sokl  to  Mr.  Walsh  ;  and  the 
lemainder  to  other  individuals.  When  members  were  returned  on  tbe  right  of 
burgage  freeholds,  it  is  obvious,  that  Lord  Gallway  could  return  whom  he 
pleased ;  nor  coald  the  other  freehoklers  make  any  efitctual  bpposatiOD  to  his' 
interest. 

FINIS. 

B?  Boothrofd,  Prtater>  PoDtefract  ..... 
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